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ADVERTISEMENT, 



f | ''HEvCompiler of thefe Memoirs, 
JL in an. Advertifement prefixed to the 
Firft Edition, declared, that if, after 
every endeavour to inveftigate, and with 
the fincereft defire to ftate the truth, any 
error fhould have been inferted, prejudicial 
to any man, neither means nor inclina- 
tion were wanting to make due' reparation. 

, — Such errors, on the 

moll inconteftible evidence, have in fa£t 
been committed in feveral, but in two or 
three, very important inftances. Thefe 
errors it becomes, of courfe, the duty of 
the Compiler to corredl : and this he would 
have done at the expence, without any 
encouragement to publifh a new edition. 
— The rapid fale of a large impreffion, 
and a continued demand for the Memoirs, 
enables him to difcharge his obligations 
to the Public, and to do homage to the 
caufe, without making any facrifice to 
juftice. 

But 
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But what the Compiler of the Memoirs 
confiders as a more p leafing, as well as. a 
more honourable reward of his pains, is, 
the various and valuable communications 
with which he has been favouied, from 
different quarters, refpe&mg the origin, 
progrefs, and termination of the war, and 
others defcriptive of places and phyfical 
productions, of cuftoms, manners, and 
opinions, which, if they had not always 
any direct influence on the courfe of e- 
vents, might, never thelefs, be fitly intro- 
duced, and give relief to the narrative by 
way of epikides.. lt.is only a frnall portion 
of this new and intereffing matter that 
could be introduced in this compreffed 
edition of the Memoirs : but it encourages 
him to attempt, and will affift his endea- 
vours to execute, an hiftorical account of 
our affairs in India, civil and military, 
from the year 1763, to 1783, inclufive. 
And he hopes that the candour with which 
he acknowledges and remedies his miftakes, 
and the refpecl which he fhews to truth, 
‘ will invite ft ill farther information. 


Though 
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Though Memoirs are not fubje&ed 
to the laws of regular hidory, in every 
compofition there Ihould be, as much as 
poffible, an unity of defign, a proportion 
of parts, a -beginning, a middle, and an 
end. It has therefore been thought pro- 
per, as a compreheniive hiftory of the pe- 
riod above mentioned is in contemplation, 
to abridge, for the prelent, the political 
digreflions contained in the former edition 
of this Work, and to give only fuch a ge- 
neral view of the Mahratta war, as may 
be neceffary, in order to convey to the 
reader an idea of the date of India when 
Hyder-Ally invaded the Carnatic.— Thus, 
a natural and ftrong bond of connection 
will unite the principal events recorded 
the invalion of Hyder, which emphatically 
opens the fcene ; the conflicts and the fuf- 
ferings to which this gave birth j the ef- 
forts that were made on both tides for con- 
tinuing the warj the military fkiil and 
valour difplayed in its progrefs, and par- 
ticularly at its moll critical period ; the 
reftoration of peace ; and the meafures 
taken by the Eall-India Company, and 

the 
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the Britifh Government, for preventing 
fimilar irruptions, and fecuring the peace- 
ful pofieflion of their eaftern dominions. 

The prefling demands of thofe who 
are anxious to know, and to have a re- 
, cord of the .fate of their relations and 
friends, have induced the Writer of the 
Memoirs to introduce, after the fatal bat- 
tle of Ticoallum, an abridged account on 
the whole, though containing fome new 
and very interefting particulars, of the 
narrative of the imprifonment and buf- 
ferings of our officers and foldiers. If 
this melancholy epifode ffiould be thought 
^proportioned, in too high a degree, to 
the body of the Work, the Compiler mult 
take fnelter from the rigour of cnticilin 
in the fame moral feelings which' have 
given circulation to the Memoirs with all 
their imperfections. But, it may be pro- 
per to mention, that it is not intended 
either to interweave or to annex this Nar- 
rative to the Hiftory which he has been 
encouraged to announce to the Public. 






ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS 


PAGE 2,39, After the word enemy y add, with inil ruc- 
tions to Captain Flint, the Commanding Officer, to 
fecure them in the fort, in proper time, the next 
morning 

P. 339, After the word ColoneI y the laft of the line and 
page, add, whofe junSion with Munro was now be- 
come more neceffary than ever 
P . 432, After the firft paragraph of that page, ending 
with Hanoverians, add, by intelligence received in 
June and July, 1783, from different quarters, it ap~ 

on the 13th of June by 
the French, amounted, in killed and wounded, at 
the loweft computation, to 900 men and 40 officers, 
P. 43s, laft line, after the word whkh y add, as he fup- 
pofed 

P* 437> 6th, After the words much lefs y add, in the 
ab fence of the fouthern force, without great incon- 
venience 

P» 43^3 line 24th, Inftead of in Tanjore y read, fouth 
of the Coleroon 

P, 439, 1 7th, Inftead ofbefire y read, near Mangalore* 

P.440, line 24th, Inftead of conjijied \ read, is faid to 
have confitted 

P. 441, line 5 th, Inftead of amount ed y read, is faid to 
have amountd V 

t* . 446, line 1 5th, Dele that an army \ had gone agmnji 
Arcot t v 

S 44*3 


mm 


Additions and Corrections. 

P. 44 8, For the check -word, After, at the bottom, read 
The 

P. 453, Parag. 2d, line 2d, After the word French, add. 

Colonel Cofignf 

P. 457, Parag. 2d, line 2d, After the word hy y read, 
mi Inland invafion of 

— ~ — -line 4th, After the words, occurred 

read, ihofe who famed 

P. 458, line 23d, After the word therefore , read, propo- 
fed to the Committee of Council at 
P. 459, line 14th, After the words Commayider in Chief 
add, who was never of opinion that this negotiation 
would come to a profperous iffue 
P. 463, line ad, After tl\e word Coromandel^ read, 


P. 472, lafe line, After the word were, read, faid to 
have been 
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WAR in ASIA. 





1780 to 1784. 


v , 

"India h 


r HE difficulties under which Great Bri- 
tain laboured at the commencement of 1780 
in the weft, begun by the exercife of power 
over a kindred nation, continued by inteftine 
divifion, and prolonged by the incapacity of 
Commanders in Chief, exciting at once the 
hopes and the revenge of her enemies in the 
eaft, united the difcordant Mahratta Bates, 
Hyder-Ally-Cawn, the Soubah of the Deccan, 
the Rajah of Berar, and almoft all the leffer 
powers of Hmdoftan, in a confederacy againft 
the Englilh. This formidable affociation, 
which was encouraged by emifiaries from 
France, and confirmed by military fuccours 
from the French iflands of Mauritius and 
Bourbon, was a fource of great danger and 
A alarm 



WAR IN ASIA, 



alarm to our government in Afia, as well as of 
fuffering to individual Britifli fubjeets : for 
hence the devaftation of the Carnatic, the ex- 
cifion or capture of three armies, and the im- 
prifonment, torture, and affaffination of more 
of our officers and foldiers than had ever be- 
fore fallen into the hands of our eaftern ene- 
mies. But the fpirit of our Civil Rulers, and 
Military Commanders in India, particularly the 
Pgenius of one man, contending againft fiudlu- 
ating counfels at home, and the oppoiition and 
errors of his colleagues in office abroad, re- 
ftored peace and profperity to the Britifli fet- 
tlements in Afia, and liberty to the numerous 
captives difperfed in different jails on the coaft 
of Malabar, in conftant apprehenfion of thofe 
murderous attacks that had been made from 
time to time, by regular and fixed gradations, 
on their unfortunate fellow prifoners and coun- 
trymen. 


1 777*3 While Roganaut-Row, a claimant of 
the Mahratta adminiftration, under the pro- 
tection of the government of Bombay, foment- 
ed diffenfions in the government of Poonah, 
and, deceived in all probability himfelf, mag- 
nified both the numbers and the power of his 
partizans among his countrymen, the enemies 
of that unfortunate Chief gave open counte 

nance 
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FROM 1780 TO 1784. 

nance to agents from France and Auftria. For- 
mal engagements, if common report could be 
traded, had paffed between a majority of the 
Mahratta Chiefs and the F rench Agent St. Lubin. 
The objedt of thefe, it was evident, whatever 
it might be, mull, if attained, prove dedructive 
to the trade of the Englidi Company, and to 
the Britilh influence in India. Thus a founda- 
tion was laid for jealoulies on both fides. The 
Mahrattas fufpedled that the Englifh dill en- 
tertained the defignof railing Roganaut -Row to 
the adminidration of Poonah ; and the Englifh, 
that the Poonah Miniders had entered into an 
alliance with the French, for the purpole of 
fubverting the Britilh power and authority in 
Alia. 

That either Roganaut-Row, or fome other 
Chief, fhould be placed at the head of the Mah- 
ratta regency, who Ihould condud the govern- 
ment on the ground of alliance and friendlhip 
with the Englilh, was a meafure which the 
prefent juncture of affairs rendered highly ex- 
pedient ; but, that a military force Ihould be 
fent from Bengal to fupport the government of 
Bombay, at all adventures, in oppolition to 
the power and machinations of our enemies 
both in Europe and Afia, feemed neceffary to 
the very exidence of the Britilh fettlements in 
5EEE ' A 2 ' India, 



4 WAR IN ASIA, 

India. A war with the Mahrattas, under the 
condudl of Mr. Haftines in the cabinet, and 
the immediate direction of General Goddard in 
the field, was carried on, notwithftanding cer- 
tain mifcarriages in its outlet, arifing from the 
weak councils of Bombay, with profperou? 
fuccefs. But, in the mean time, the intrigues 
of the French with the Mahratta Chiefs and 
Hyder-AUy-Cawn, their reports of the general 
combination againft the Britilh empire in Eu- 
rope and in America, of the misfortunes that 
had befallen, and that ftill threatened to befal 
us, joined to their aflurance of powerful fuc- 
cours by fea and land, fpread a general opinion 
throughout India, that all the crowns which 
centered in the King were tottering on his head, 
and that fome of them had already fallen. The 
latent fparks of ambition and revenge, which 
the power and profperi,ty of Great Britain had 
fmothered, began now to fmoke and threaten an 
eruption. A combination, in which the Sou- 
bah of the Deccan, reputed the moll fubtle po- 
litician, after the death of Nundocomar, in the 
call, took the lead, was formed among the great 
powers of Hindoftan againft the Englilh. 

In the month of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty, Hyder-Ally Cawn in- 
vaded the Carnatic, with an army of ope hun- 
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dred thoufand men, a large train of artillery, 
a confiderable European force, and many French 
officers. Repeated intelligence from the fron- 
tier garrifons, for a year paft, of the enemy’s 
preparations and hoftile defigns, had been treated 
at the prefidency of Madras with contempt. — 
The majority of the Select Committee would 
not believe that an invafion was intended, till 
the enemy’s horfe appeared on the Choultry 
plain, and drove them from their garden houfes 
within the walls of Fort St. George. 

The Company’s troops on the Coromandel 
coaft were fcattered in different and diflant garri- 
fons. The troops in the town and neighbour- 
hood of Madras, with thofe under Col. Braith- 
waite at Pondicherry, were drawn together at 
the Mount, and compofed their main army, 
confiding of fifteen hundred Europeans, and four 
thoufand two hundred fepoys, with an artillery 
of forty-two field pieces, five cohorns, and four 
battering cannon. This force, under the com- 
mand of General Sir He&or Munro, marched 
f to Conjeveram, the larged village in the Carna- 
tic, fixty miles diflant from Madras, and thirty- 
five from Arcot, at that time belieged by the 
enemy. There the General determined to wait 
till he fhould be joined by Colonel Colby, with 
a detachment from Tanjore, of fifteen hundred 


A 3 fepoys, 
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fepoys, four hundred cavalry, with their light 
infantry, and four three pounders ; and by Co- 
lonel Baillie, from the Northern Circars, at the 
head of three thoufand men, including two 
companies of European infantry, and fixty Eu- 
ropean artillery men, with ten field pieces. 


But Hyder-Ally, informed of the movements 
of the Englifh army, raifed the fiege of Arcot, 
detached the flower of his army, under the com- 
mand of his fon Tippoo, to cut off the detach- 
ment under Colonel Baillie, who now lay in camp 
at Perambaukum, a fmall village, diftant from 
the main army about fifteen miles, remaining 
himfelf in the neighbourhood of Conjeveram, 
» order to watch the motions of Sir Hedtor 
Munro. The detachment under Tippoo con- 
fxfted of thirty thoufand horfe, eight thoufand 
foot, and twelve pieces of artillery. This nu- 
merous body, Colonel Baillie, with his ufual 
intrepidity, repulfed for feveral times, in an ac- 
tion that lafted for feveral hours, with great 
daughter. The enemy, however, ftill hung upon 
his party, with an evident intention of renewing 
their attacks whenever they Ihould find a fa- 
vourable opportunity : the Colonel, therefore, 
advifed the Commander in Chief of his fitua- 
tion, and expreffed his doubts of being able to 
efiedfc a junction. 

■- , - Sir 
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"Sir He&or Munro, having received this in- 
telligence on the fixth of September, detached 
Colonel Fletcher, on the evening of the eighth, 
to the relief of Colonel Baillie, with a chofen bo- 
dy of twelve hundred men, who, having marched 
in good order, and with great expedition, joined 
their friends, at break of day, on the ninth. On 
the evening of that day, at eight o’clock, the unit- 
ed detachments marched, by divifions, towards 
Conj everam. About ten o’clock, three guns were 
fired by the rear-guard, which induced Colonel 
Baillie to believe that they were attacked. He 
therefore ordered the line to turn to the right 
about, and to form in the rear, with their front 
towards Perambaukum. The enemy kept up 
an inceffant fire, though with little effedfc ; and 
as they did not difcover an inclination to ad- 
vance, the Englilh Commander gave orders for 
the troops to face to the right, and to march 
into the avenue through which they had paffed 
a few minutes before. The whole line being 
now formed in this avenue, a general halt took 
place ; and Captain Rumlev, with five compa- 
nies of fepoy grenadiers, was detached to ftcrm 
two guns that had now opened with great execu- 
tion on our left. There is not a doubt but this 
party would have accomplifned the fervice on 
which they were fent, had not a water-courfe, 
which happened at that time to be unfordable, 
A 4 obliged 
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obliged them to return to the line. A degree 
of diforder, arifing from this and the other 
movements juft mentioned, was, perhaps, the 
reafon why Colonel Baillie came to the unfortu- 
nate refolution of halting all night* 

On the morning of the next day, being the 
loth of September, as foon as it was day-light, 
our little army purfued their march, and, foon 
after, obierved Tippoo Saib’s army moving, in 
the fame direction, on their left flank • on which, 
four of the enemy’s guns opened with great ef- 
fect. So hot was the fire fuftained by our men, 
and fo heavy the lofs, that Colonel Baillie or- 
dered the whole line to quit the avenue, and 
prefent a front to the enemy, whiift Captain 
Rumley, with two battalions of grenadier fepoys, 
and the markfmen, fliould florm. their guns.— 
Thefe were abandoned by the enemy, while our 
fepoys were yet at the diflance of two hundred 
yards. But as our little detachment were ad- 
vancing to feize and fpike them, a fudden cry 
among the fepoys of horfe ! horfe ! threw them 
into confufion, and they retreated with precipi- 
tation.— It was the main army of Hyder, who 
being informed of the embarraffing fixation of 
Colonel Baillie, had advanced for the improve- 
ment of fo favourable a conjundure. He eune 
onward at firfl, as if he had determined to charge 
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our line, but fuddenly wheeled off. He foon, how- 
ever, brought iixteen guns to bear on our right 
flank, while TippOo Saib, with about half that 
number, played on our left. Our troops kept up 
a diftant cannonade for about an hour and an half, 
when their guns being fdenced by a fcarcity of 
ammunition, and a great number of our artil- 
lery men having fallen, the enemy began to ad- 
vance upon them, though flowly. They were now 
ordered to lie down in their ranks, in hopes that 
the main army would come to their affiftance. 
The enemy preffed cloferand clofer : and it was 
at la ft thought neceffary to fupport one of the 
battalions in the rear by the example of a com- 
pany of European grenadiers, under the com- 
mand of Captain Ferriers. The fepoys feeing 
the grenadiers in motion without being ap- 
prized of their defign, or properly prepared foe 
it, followed in great diforder. The grenadiers 
immediately halted, and ufed every method to 
reftore order in vain. . The other fepoys, panick- 
ftruck by lying under a heavy cannonade, at 
tire fight of their confufion and retreat; gave 
r j .p all for loft, and, throwing down their arms, 
fled to a fmall coppice wood. The party under 
Captain Ferriers were immediately joined by all 
the Europeans, on a rifing ground, which they 
defended againft repeated attacks, whilft the" 
enemy’s horfe made dreadful havcck among the 

fepoys. 
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fepoys. Our countrymen remained firm and 
intrepid, and Teemed determined to fell their 
lives as dear as poffible. Hyder’s horfe and 
foot, in one confuled multitude, advanced with- 
in fifteen yards of that fmail body of men, but 
could not break them. Many of our men railing 
themfelves from the ground, received the ene- 
my on their bayonets. But the Britilh Com- 
mander, finding now that there was not any 
profped of being relieved by General Munro, 
and knowing that it was impoffible for fuch an 
handful of men to maintain their ground much 


*-*** v ' a > cixice Liictii io order tneir arms 

and call for quarter. The Chief, to whom Co- 
lonel Baillie held up the flag of truce, treated 
it at firft with contempt, and, at the fame time 
endeavoured to cut off the Colonel. A few mi- 
nutes after this, our men received orders to 
lay down their arms, with intimation that quar- 
ter would be granted. This order was no fooner 
complied with than the enemy rulhed upon 
them in the moft ferocious manner: feven- 
eighths of the whole were put to the fword, and, 
but for the humane interpolation of the French 
Commanders, Lally and Pimoran, who implored 
and infilled with the conqueror to Ihew mercy, 
the gallant remains of our little armv mull hav* 
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fallen a facrifice to that favage third of blood 
with which the tyrant difgraced his victory. 

Hyder, after the action, as he was apprehen- 
sive of being puifued by Sir Heftor Munro, 
leaving many of his wounded men on the field of 
battle, retreated to a place, near Damul, called 
the Round Wells, where he had before en- 
campeu. Having heard, on his arrival at this 
place, of the retreat of our army towards Ching- 
liput, he difpatched his cavalry to purfue and 
harrafs them. They returned next day, loaded 
with plunder, and with many prifoners, moft of 
them grievoufly wounded. 

While the enemy’s horfe and elephants march- 
ed again and again in barbarian triumph over 
the field of battle, the wounded and bleeding 
Engliih, who were not indantly trodden to death 
by the feet of thofe animals, lingered out a mi- 
ferable exidence, expofed in the day to the burn- 
ing rays of a vertical fun, and in the night to the 
ravages of foxes, jackalls, and tygers, allured to 
that horrid fcene by the fcent of human blood. 
Many officers, as well as privates, dripped of 
all that they had, after protrading hour after 
hour, and day after day, in pain, miferably pe- 
rilhed ; others rifing, as it were from the dead, 
after an incredible lofs of blood, which induced, 

for 
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for a time the moft perfect infenfibility and to- 
pefaftion, found means to rejoin their friends in 
chains, with whom they were defrined to fhare, 
for years, the horrors of the gloomy jail, ren- 
dered frill more dreadful by frequent apprehen- 
ftons of that affaffination which, they had the 
raofri undoubted proofs, had been practifed on 
numbers of their feliow-prifoners, difperfed in 
different places of confinement, throughout the 
dominions of a barbarous enemy. 


Hyde r- Aliy, feated in a chair in his tent, at 
Damul, fix miles from the fcene of ad ion, en- 
joyed the fight of his prifbners, and the heads of 
the flain. Colonel Baillie, with feveral other 
officers, wh% like himfelf, were inhumanly 
wounded., were carried to" bis camp. -Theve^ 
hicle on which the Colonel was borne was a can- 
non. While thefe unfortunate gentlemen lay 
on the ground, in the open air, at. Hyder- Ally’s 
feet, heads of their unfortunate friends were, 
from time to time, preferred to the conqueror; 
feme of them even by Englifh officers, who were 
forced^ to perform this inhuman fervice. One 
Enghfn gentleman, in particular, was forced to 
carry two heads of his countrymen, which proved 
to be Captain Phillips and Doctor Wilfon. 
But, foon after the arrival of the Englifh of- 
ficers, Hyder, touched with a latent fpark of 

humanity. 
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humanity, ordered the pra&ice of bringing heads 
before him, while the Englifh gentlemen were 
prefent, to be difeontinucd ; and the heads of 
Captain Phillips and Doctor Wilfon he ordered 
to he removed. A dooley was fent to the field 
of battle in fearch of Colonel Fletcher ; but he 
could not find him. The Colonel’s head was 
afterwards carried to the barbarian’s camp. As 
fome of our officers were obliged to carry the 
heads of their countrymen to Hyder’s camp, fo 
others were obliged to carry heavy loads of fire- 
locks. For every European head that was 
brought to the barbarian by any of his own 
people, who were volunteers in that fervice, a 
premium was given of five rupees; for every 
European brought alive, ten rupees. The con- 
queror, enjoying a barbarous triumph over our 
captive countrymen, fuffered them to remain 
in his prefence till fun-fct, without ordering 
them the fmalleft affiliance in their. diftrefs. 


Hyder, intoxicated with fuccefs, exulted over 
Colonel Baillie in terms which our countryman 
retorted with fuch fpirit and contempt, that Co- 
lonel Afiar, who witneffed this fcene, and who 
-declared this, with other particulars relative to 
the courfe and the iffue of the battle of Tricoal- 
lum, to the Governor of Goa, was apprehen- 
five that the infolent conqueror would have been 

provoked 
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provoked to an ad of fatal barbarity. An Eu- 
ropean officer, in Hyder’s fervice, of the name 
of Elliot, fuffered ftripes, by his orders, in the 
Durbar, for carrying fome neceftaries to the 
captive Commander. 


The (hell of a tent was at laft fixed for Colonel 
Bailie and his officers, but without a bit of ftraw, 
or any thing on which they might lie, although 
repeated application was made for this accom- 
modation, and many of thefe gentlemen were 
in danger from their wounds. This tent, it 
mufl be obferved, at the fame time, contained 
only ten perfons; the reft of the prifoners were 
obliged to remain in the open air. . About feven 
o’clock, towards the evening. Colonel Baillie 
was vifited by Monfieur Goddard, a French of- 
ficer, who, although in poor eircumftances him- 
felf, affifted our countrymen to the utmoft ex- 
tent of his power. At ten, fome pilaw was fent 
to the prifoners from the Circar. 


Several officers were alfo carried to Tippoo 
Saib, who treated them with great humanity. 
He invited them into his tent, gave them bif- 
cuit, and to each five pagodas. .One of the 
■gentlemen. Captain Monteith, who was a mar- 
ried man, exprefled an earned: delire of fending 
a letter to his wife at Madras; with which 

Tippoo 
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Tippoo readily complied. Nothing could be 
more ftriking, on this fad occafion, than the con- 
trail between the conducl of the father and that 
of the fon. 


Sept. ix. Hyder-Ally, on the day after the 
engagement, moved his army from Damul to 
Muffalawaulk, where he had left his baggage, 
with his tents Handing, when he marched to 
attack Colonel Baillie. Some of our wounded 
officers were carried in palanquins, without any 
covering, expofed to a fultry fun ; and many of 
them were obliged to walk, fubjected to the 
grofs abufe, and even to the blows of their fe- 
veral guards. The moment they arrived at the 
limits of Hyder’s camp, they had a pleafirig in- 
ilance of the fuperior humanity and courtefy of 
European officers eontrafted with the inhuma- 
nity of Hyder’s people. Fifteen French officers 
faluted them. with the ^compliment of the hat, 
and they found the fly of a marqui with a finall 
tent pitched for their reception. Soon after this 
Captain Pimoran, a French officer, vifited Co- 
lonel Baillie, and prefenting Mr. Tally’s bell 
tefpedfcs, aflured him that this commander had 
applied to Hyder-Ally for leave tovifit him, 
but that it had been refufed. Captain Pimoran 
brought along with him 300 pagodas, fome 

clothes. 
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clothes, bread, wine, and two French Surgeons 
to drefs the wounded. Several other French offi- 
cers too, were very aftive in adminiftering to the 
Englifh prifoners the utmost! aid and confolation 
in their power to afford. Hyder fent five hun- 
dred rupees, which, as being too fmall a film 
for diftribution, the Colonel declined to accept. 


On the rath of September, arrived in Hyder’s 
camp, Lieutenant Bowfer and Eniign Dick, 
with fome privates : and, on the fame day. Lieu- 
tenant Cox, and the Enfigns Maconichy and 
Wemyfs. During the time that thefe gentlemen 
remained near the Head Pay-mafter’s tent, the 
heads of upwards of ten Europeans were brought 
by different people, who received, the promifed 
refward. Lieut. Bowfer, who, in the engage- 
ment, had received a mufquet ball in his leg, 
after our little army furrendered, received eight 
wounds with a feymitar. Thefe brought him to 
the ground, where he lay deprived of all fenfa- 
tion, for feveral hours. Having received, from, 
fome friendly hand, a chatty full of water tinged 
with blood, he endeavoured to proceed towards 
Conjeveram : but overcome with fatigue, he was 
obliged to lie all night in the open air, during 
which there fell two heavy fhowers of rain. 


OF OFFICERS AND- SOLDIERS. 


n 



In the morning of the nth, he made a fe- 
cond effort to proceed towards Conjeveram ; 
but after walking about a mile, he was met by 
feme of the enemy’s horfemen, who aflced him 
who he was ? In the hope that they would think 
him below their notice, he anfwered,that he 
was a poor foldier, and that he was going to feek 
feme relief under his diftreffes at Conjeyeram. 
They informed him that' 1 that place was iii the 
pofleffion of Hyder, and that he muft proceed 
as a prifoner to his campj taking charge of him 
at the fame time, and obliging himto walk, 
without-: any, afE^ance 


ro behaved, to him with rather 
more humanity and. kindnefs, They gave him 
water out of the palms of their hands, placed 
properly together for that purpofe ; for by this 
time he had become fb lliff with his wounds, 
that he could not of himfelf bend or ftoop, .even 
in the fmalleft degree. * Whenever he wanted 
to reach to anything, the guard, taking hold of 
his arm, let him gently down and pulled him 
up. About twelve o’clock he was equally fur- 
prized and overjoyed to come up .with a bro- 
ther officer, Enfign Dick, a quarter-matter fer- 
jeant Of artillery, and two privates. He was 
now joined to this party, who were nearly in the 
fame fituation with himfelf. The quarter-graf- 
ter ferjeant had received fo deep a cut acrofs 

B the 
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the back part of his neck, that he was obliged 
to hold his head in his hands, in order to keep 
it from falling to a fide, all the journey. The 
leaft'lhake or unevennefsi of the ground made 
him bry out with pain. He once and again 
ceafed. from all attempts to proceed, abandon- 
ing himfelf to the delpair of ever being .able 
to accomplifh his painful journey, or to prolong 
his miferable life ; but, being encouraged, called 
on, and conjured by his companions- to renew 
his efforts, he did fo, and they were fuccefsful. 
He recovered of his wound, and is now' alive; 
the moft linking proof, perhaps, that is to be 
found of that power or principle of recovery 
and felf-prefervation which beneficent provi- 
dence has implanted in the conftitution of our 

eeived feveral Europeans lying dead on tho 
road, and naked; others dying, and many call- 
ing out in vain for Water. To their prifcners, 
however, who were •' able to walk, however 
flowly, the guards adminiftered a little dry 
rice foaked in- water. - They were not indulged 
with water, as they could not ftoop to affift 
themfelves, fo often as ’ they wifhed for it. It 
was often refufed to .their moll earnell entreaties. 
Nor were they allowed to reft oftener than at 
the fpaces of two or three hundred yards, which 
appeared to than tedious and painful journies ; 
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and permiffion to reft a little, even after thefe, 
was accounted a great favour. 

Between eleven and twelve o’clock at night, 
this little party arrived in Hyder’s camp, where 
they were obliged, as has been obferved, to lie 
on the bare ground, expofed to the winds and 
tain all night, although there were empty tents 
at no greater diftance than ten yards. They 
now met with fome affiftance from certain fe- 
poys, who had formerly been in our fervice. 

On the 1 2th, as foon as it -was day -light, this 


, : tj — — ■■ 

lonel Baillie, and the other officers, but w r ere 
told that they muft be carried before Hyder. 
An order for this purpofe arrived about ten 
o’clock ; and on their way to his tent,' they 
Were accofted by feveral Europeans, who had 
formerly been in our fervice, but had deferred. 
Thefe men fympathized with our fituation, and 
rnfifted on our drinking a little arrack with 
them, which we did, in the midft of multitudes 
who crowded around us. They topk their 
leave of their kind entertainers, whom, in the 
midft of their own diftrefies, they could not 
help confidering as unfortunate ; but they had 
not proceeded above an hundred yards before 
they were ordered to ftop. They were at this 
time fo overcome by fatigue, that they laid 

B 2 them- 
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themfelves down on a bed of fand, almoft de- 
voured with flies, and a fpedtacle to thoufands 
of fpedtators. At this time Captain Pimoran 
came up to them, took down their names, ex- 
prefled the greateft furrow at their diftrefsful 
fituation, and gave to each of them one Hurt, 
one pair of long drawers, one pocket handker- 
chief, and to each alfo a pagoda. He farther 
gave orders that fome victuals fhould be dreffed 
for them. About twelve o’clock another order 
arrived for them to proceed to Hyder imme- 
diately ; but on their arrival at the Paymafter’s 
tent, which was clofe to Hyder’s, as already 
mentioned, they were again ordered to flop, and 
proceed no'farther. They were now fo exceed- 
ingly reduced by their accumulated diftreffes, 
that there was not one of them who thought it 
poffible they fhould live much longer, and who 
■Was not convinced that he fhould very foon die. 
At this time Lieutenant Bowfer faw Dr. Lloyd, 
whom he had formerly known at Madras, 
coming out of Hyder’s tent. He inftantly re- 
quefted one of the guards to call the Doctor, 
and, after making hiriifelf known to him, beg- 
ird that he would obtain an order that his fmall 
party might be lent to Colonel Baillie and the 
other officers. With this requeft the Dodior 
complied, Without the fmalleft delay. There 
were fome of them fo exhaufted with want, 
pain, and fatigue, added to previous lofs of 


§f| 



OF OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS, 


Mood, that it was found neceffary that they 
fhould be carried on the backs of French fol- 
diers. , , ■ 


On the 13th, Kiftna-row, Hyder- Ally’s De- 
wan, or Treafurer, brought a thoufand rupees, 
which Colonel Baillie divided in the following 
manner: — To each Captain thirteen rupees ; 
to the Lieutenants nine : to the Enfigns feven ; 
and to the non-commiffioned officers and prL 
vates, one rupee each. This officer of Hyder’s 
took a lift of our names, and delivered to Co- 
lonel JBaillie a quantity of filk cloth, palampore, 
and fome pieces of coarfe cloth. The Colonel 

nants of his Majefty’s 73d regiment each a filk 
cloth ; to the fubalterns one piece of coarfe 
cloth, with one fmall palampore ; and to each 
private one piece of cloth. This day Enfign ■ 
Wernyfs died. On .this day, alfo, a foldier 
brought the names of Captain Ferriet, , Lieute- 
nant Wade, and . Enfign Moncrieff, written on 
a piece of an earthen pot ior chatty. Thefe poor - 
gentlemen had taken this method of fignifying 
that they were ftill alive, and of requefting fome 
affi ftauce. Serjeant Macormick, on the day af- 
ter the- engagement, found Lieutenant Wade and 
Enfign Moncrieff thrown into a buffi full of 
thorns, and fo defperately wounded, that they 
were. incapable loLadminiftering to tbemfelVes ■ 
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or to one another, the fmalleft relief or aflift- 
ance. The ferjeant, not without difficulty, re- 
moved thefe unfortunate gentlemen to the lhade 
of a tree, and having fupplied them with a 
little water, left them to the care of Providence. 
It was not in his power, nor, alas ! in ours, to 
afford to our friends the fmalleft aid, or to con- 
fole them under their fufferings, by any token 
of our fympathetic forrow at their extreme 


Some trunks of cloth were fent, by orders 
from Hyder, for the ufe of the whole of his 
prifoners. Colonel Baillie prefented the com-: 
mandant of our guard with an hundred rupees. 
About &^3toSre<' foreaesm -Kiftna^row, Hy- 
der’s Treafurer, came and ordered fuch of us as 
were capable of walking to ftand up. This 
order.- Was in'ftantly obeyed; and a reparation 
took place. Colonel Baillie, the Captains Baird, 
Rnmley, Lucas, Menteith, and Wragg, with 
the Lieutenants Lindfey and Frazer, were or-: 
dered to .remain in the enemy’s camp. The 
officers, mat wounded-,- -who amounted to the 
number . pf. twenty- th Fee, were fent to Bangalore; 
and. thofe .who were wounded, of whom there 
were twenty-feven, to Arnee, The wounded 
private’s were in like manner. Lent to Arnee; and 
thofe; QOfewpMnded to Bangalore. All this was 
done fo fuddenly on the part of Hyder, that 
; ■ we 
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we had not fo much as an opportunity of fpeak- 
jng to each other, and if any one had dared to 
folicit this privilege, he would undoubtedly 
have been treated by the guards, who were un- 
der the neceffity of carrying their mailer’s orders 
into prompt execution, with great abufe. How- 
ever, as they could not prevent us from feeing, 
we beheld our brother fufferers mounted on 
fmall horfes called tattoos : and foon after this, 
fome doolies were brought for the party deftined 
for Arnee, who were hurried into them with 
.every mark of contempt. Thefe doolies ar-e 
the molt inhuman vehicles in which Europeans 
were ever placed. The common fort are from 
three feet and ail half to four feet long, and 

about two feet and an half broad. They 

are compofed of a frame made of bamboo or 
common wood, with four polls at the comers, 
to which the fides and ends are fattened, at the 
diftance of eight inches from the ground. To 
each of thefe polls is fixed a ftraight bamboo, 
pr large pole, by means of which the machine 
is carried by four coolies or bearers. -The frame 
is lalhed together by ropes made of the fibres 
of tli© cocoa nut, and fometimes by {mail rat- 
tan canes, which, at the fame time that they 
ferve to fatten the machine, fupply the place of 
a feat. The doolies are ufually covered over 
with coarfe cotton cloth; but as ours had; no 
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coverings of any kind, many of our gentlemen 
fuffered very feverely. 


The poor foldiers, who laboured under every 
mlfery, were fome of them put into thefe doo- 
lies, and above fifty of them placed on arrack 
handlers or carts. It is impoffible to defer ibe 
the inexprefilble fufferings of thofe unfortunate 
men, defperately wounded, their bodies expofed 
to a fevere fun, placed fix or eight of them 
together on thefe arrack bandiers, knocking 
againft each other, from the jolting of the ma- 
chine, and refufed even a drop of water. When 
we had advanced in this painful manner, about 
four miles from Hyder’s camp, we made an 
halt. A fly of a marqui was now.pitched, to fliel- 
ter us from the weather. . About eight in the even- 
ing there fell an heavy fhower of rain, which prov- 
ed fo ddftruftive to fome of the foldiers that they 
died raving mad : for thefe poor men having 
neither tent nor covering of any kind, the Water 
penetrated even to the cerebellum, through the 
fradtures of the fkulk . About twelve o’clock at 
night a fheep was brought, with fome rice, and 
drefled by- our fervants. 

- Dodtor Campbell, one of our furgeons, being 
at .the ; -point of death, requefted leave to -bid 
his laft farewell to ;his brother, who.was with 
,,fhe Bangalore party, encamped at the dillance 
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for a little reft ana refrefhment, it they had an 
opportunity of fetting us down under the fhade 
of a grove or tree, they would give themfelves 
trouble to expofe us to fuffering, by carrying 
us about to that fide of th<? grove or tree where 
we fhould not enioy the cooling fhade of their 
leafy branches, but fuller the rage of the riqon- 
day fun, in its utmoft rigor. — The men who 
carried thefe doolies, as well as fome others of 
the lower calls of people in Hyder’s dominions, 
would frequently revile us in terms not to be 
repeated. They would tell us, that we fhould 

be forced to eat our own dung, * and exprefs 

. ' . ■ ’ ■ : ’ , . 

their 

* It would appear, from the facred writings of the Old 
Teftament, that this expreffion of hatred and averfion was. 
iu antient times, common in other parts of the Eaft. 
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tifeii? hopes and confidence, that when we fhould 
arrive at the place of deftination, Hyder would 
not fail to put us to death. 


Sept. 1 6. We moved off this day at the 
fame time as yefterday, and reached Arnee 
(whieh, with the adjacent country, had taken 
choul, or come under the proteftion of Hyder) 
at three in the afternoon. Here we were crammed 
together into a filthy dungeon, barely fufficient 
to receive us. Lieutenant Cotton, juft as he 
entered within the prifon dropped down dead. 
It is probable, that had we not halted at Arnee, 
the whole of us would have perifhed. In the 
evening fome rice was fent to us, with a little 
mafTal, whigh is a fpecies of fpioe, or pepper. 

Sept. 17. Our daily allowance at Arn£e, was, 
to each of us one feer of rice, and fometimes a. 
little lean mutton, one fpoonful of ghee, a final! 
quantity of curry fluff, half a fpoonful of fait, 
and two or three flicks of firewood. — Our fer- 
yants were allowed each three calh per day, and 
one feer of rice, with a little fait. Application 
was made for a little ftraw to fleepon, but with-, 
out fuccefs. We were forced to reft on the 
bare ground, without wine, tea, fugar, or any 
other comfort or reffefhment than has been 
already fpecified, 
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"At the time of our leaving Hyder’s camp, 
Monfieur Caftro, a furgeon, came with two or 
three rutty inftruments, and attended us during 
,oyr ftay at Arn£e. Monfieur Caftro, it is juftice 
to fay, fhewed us great humanity and attention. 
Our only medicine was a compofitipn of .sraap 
and oil, which was pprchafed ip Hyder’s camp. 

Sept. 1 8. Ip the evening died Dr. Camp- 
bell. The death of this gentleman was a fub? 
je<ft of fmcere regret to all the prifoners. Ap- 
plication was made to the Keeladar for fame 
cloth for bandages. This neceffary article being 


coarfe cloth we had received as a prefent from 
Hyder. Many of us were under the neceffity 
pf going, for feveral days naked, being in pof- 
feffion of only one ftiirt and troufers, which, 
having already worn them for fix days, we were 
obliged to get walhed. Shoes we had none. 
We had nothing of any kind to fupply the place 
of either bedding or bed-cloaths ; and the rain, 
facing on us through the crazy roof of our pri- 
fon, difturbed and annoyed us by night and by 
day, We were this day vifited by an Hunga- 
rian ferjeant in the fervice of Hyder. This 
map, although he was as great a rogue as 
copjd be imagined, proved afterwards of very- 
great fervice to us. After repeated applications ^ 
|q the Keeladar, we at laft received, on this day, 

five 
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J«fe raid: mats, and made a divifion of them by 
cutting them in pieces : but they were fo bad 
that we could fcarcely ufe them. 


Sept. 19. We applied to the Keeladar, chiefly 
on account of the wounds that many of us had 
received in our heads, for a barber. He returned 
for anfwer, that if we troubled him any more, 
be would fend us irons, 


Sept. 20. . This day was marked by the death 
of Mr. John Baillie, a cadet. .. 




ing night, had fallen into a delirium; and, as we, 
were not allowed any light in our prifon, her 
walked over feveral of the wounded officers, 
who. in the greateft anguilh, cried out in vain' 
for affiftance. We had thefe gentlemen as de- 
cently carried out as our situation would allow. 
However, we learned afterwards, that they 
were ftripped of the piece of cloth which co- 
vered them, and thrown into the bed of a river, : 
expofed-tojackalls and tygers and' other rave- 
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Oft. 4. Enfign Gordon, who had now reco- 
vered from his wounds, was taken out of prifon, 
and fent to Seringapatam. Lieutenant Mackay 
received fifty pagodas, fent by our refident at 
Pondicherry, Mr. Skarddn, and conveyed to us 
by means of our good friend the French doftor. 
This gentleman, touched with our miferable 
fituation, carried a letter to the humane, the god- 
like Captain Pimoran, whole name it is impof- 
fible to mention without the livelieft emotions 
of gratitude, admiration, and love, attending 
his duty in Hyder’s army, employed at that 
time 



goodnefs of the doftor was the greater that he un- 
dertook and performed this friendly journey, not- 
with (landing the mean infinuations of the Hun- 
garian ferjeant abovementioned, who affured him 
that he would undoubtedly be detected, and 
dragged to death at an elephant’s foot. Captain 
Pimoran prefented his fincere refpefts, and beg- 
ged leave to allure us, that he had fent all the 
ready money in his pofieffion by MonfieurCaltro, 
Sut that he would on every occafion affift us to the 
utmoft of his power. If we had not been favoured 
with thefe fupplies from this generous French- 
man, a private friend though a public foe, the 
greater part of us mull have perilhed through 


want. < 




Soon 




' 
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* Soon after this we received the melancholy 
tidings that Captain Pimoran had fallen before 
Arcott. An honourable death fecured to this 
generous fpirit the glory of a life that Was ail 
honour to human nature* But we felt inexpref- 
iible regret, that we could no longer indulge 
the hope of teftifying, by fome vifible token, 
that inward gratitude and efteem which had been 
awakened in each of our breafts, by his gene- 
rous goodnefs* 


About this time, the Doctor, having rep re- . 
fented to us the miferable fituation of our un- 
fortunate foldiers, we purchafed for their relief 
twenty-feven pieces of cloth : but on applying 
to the Keeladar for permiffion to fend them, we 

bufferings of the poor foldiers remained unaf- 

iuaged by the comforts which their friends had 

provided. Nor was this the only, or the moll 

preffing requeft that we were under the neceffity 

of making to our enemies. Our place of retire-* 

ment, which was fituated within the walls of 

our difmal dungeon, became fo offenfive, that 

we made the molt importunate applications to 
- x X , 
nave it cleared. Btit no orders were iflued for 
. ■ - - 
this neeeffary fervice by the Keeladar, and none 

were to be found who would do it voluntarily. 

—The fufferings that arofe from this putrid 

fource. 
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fource, in a fultry climate, to men affli&ed and 
worn down with fluxes ; the fwarms of odious 
vermin that affailed oUr naked and lore bodies, 
and that, penetrating and nettling in the wound- 
ed ear of a certain officer, turned the auricular 
nerve into an inftmraent of the moft exquilite 
pain for feyeral nights and days : thefe cannot 
be recollected without horror, nor related with- 
out difguft. Nor is it worth while, after hint- 
ing at fuch diftrefles as thefe, to relate that in 
the prifoa of Arnee many of the Englilh officers, 
on account of the want of fervants, were obliged 
to walh their own pots, to kindle their own fires, 
and drefs their own viduals. 


At this period of our Narrative, it may be 
proper to give the following ftatement of the 
different fates that awaited the gentlemen of Co- 
lonel Baillie’s detachment, in the late unfortu- 
nate action near Tacoallum. 


filled. Wounded. £ ied f 
Wounds. 


Karnes of Corps, 


Lieut* CoL Baillie 
Lieut. CoL Fletcher 
Lieut. Frazer, Brigadier Major 
Lieut. Read, Aid de Camp 
Lieut. Cfeace, Brigadier Major 
Enfiga Burgier, Commiflary 

Carry over 



Killed Wounded Wounds, 


Names of Corps, 


Brought over 

■ . ' 

. . SU&GEONS. 

Mr. Wilfon 

Raine - " 

Campbell - 
Ogilvie , - - 

Grenadier Company , 73^ Pegi- 

■; ;.:a :f ; ment* eg ;o V ,;g gc 

Lieut. John Lindley 

Lieut. Gulin 

Mr. Forbes, Volunteer 

Light Infantry, 73 d. 

Capt. David Baird 

Lieut. Melville 

Mr. Hodges, Volunteer 

Mr. Cuthbert, Ditto 

Company’s Artillery. 

Capt. Jones 
Lieut. Smith 
Lieut. Cox 
Lieut. Mirton 

Mr. Monie, Conductor . ..... . 

Capt. Phillips’s Eurtpean Gre- 
nadiers. 

Capt. Phillips 

Lieut. Knox 

Lieut. M alley ' -■ 

Enlign Clarke 

Carry over 





Names of Corps. 


Brought over 


Capt, Perrier's European 
nadiers * 

Capt. Ferrier *. 

Lieut. Wade 
Lieut. M c Neale ~ 

Lieiit Bowfcr - - 

Lieut. Halliburton 
John Gone, Volunteer 
John Hope, ditto 
* Latham, ditto * 

. Sepoy Markfmem 
Lieut. Muat ' * 


Two Companies of European In 


Capt. Mcnteith 
Capt. Wragg 
Enfign Galway * 
Lieut. Mafh 
Lieut. Dring ~ 

Mr. Baillie, Volunteer 
Lieut. Baillie, Volunteer 

Five Companies of Sepoy < 
diers . . 

Capt. Rumley 
Enfign Moore 
Enfign Maconichy 
Enfign Stringer 
Enfign Wood 
Enfign Clarke *. 


Carry over 







N-arnes of Corps. 


Brought over 

Five Companies of Sepoy Grena- 
diers, 

Capt. Gowdie 
Lieut, Mackay 
Enfign Picklaw 
Enfign Wilfon 
Enfign Gordon 
Enfign Sheddon 

Firjl Carnatic Battalion* 

Capt. Lucas 
Lieut. Campbell 
Enfign Innis 
Enfign Macalifter 
Enfign Mac Lane 
Enfign Lombard 
Enfign Corner 
Enfign Lang 

Second Circar Battalion . 

Capt. Powell 
Lieut. Cotton 
Lieut. Forbes 
Lieut. Jurin 
Enfign Curtis 

Enfign Hemming - - 

Enfign Dawes 
Enfign Wynn 
Enfign Dick - - 

Enfign Forbes 


over 
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Died oi 
Wounds, 


Wounded 


Brought over 

Second Carnatic Battalion . 

Capt. Geo. Nixon 
Lieut, Butler 
Lieut. Dalrymple 
Enfign Mackay 
.Enfign Bofwell 
Enfign Rogers 
Enfign Tomlinfon 
Enfign Frank - . . . - 

Mix Companies of the ph Carnet • 
, tic Battalions . 

Capt. Grant - 

Enlign White 
Enfign Mahagan 
Enfign Marfhall - * 

Enfign Macleod 

Total 


The officers, including volunteers, were in 
whole eighty- fix. Of thefe feventy were killed 
px wounded, and only fixteen efcaped unhurt. 


.Nov* i. The following gentlemen being 
recovered of their wounds, were fent qf F to Se* 
ringapatam : Lieutenants MafTey, Turin, Chace; 
Enfigns Wilfon and Stringer. This day we re- 
C a . ceived 



is 
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ceived accounts' of the Pittah of Afcott having 
furrendered. 


Bee. 8.. The following gentlemen being 
recovered of their wounds, were ordered for Se- 
ringapatam, and previouily to their departure 
made Up a fum of one hundred and fifty pago- 
das, inbills on Madras, for the French Do&or, 
their worthy and good friehd, who fhed tears 
on their departure — Captain Grant ; the Lieu- 
tenants Bowfer, Butler, Mackay ; Enligns Pick- 
law, Moore, Maconichy, Macaliftcr ; Volun- 
teers Baillie and Hope. Lieutenants Melville, 
Dalrymple, and Knox, were left at Arnee. — 
Mr. Knox laboured under a dropfy, nor had the 
Do&or any inftrutnents to give him relief.— 
Lieutenant Melville had received a (hot in his 
left arm, which broke and fluttered the Bone ; 
and a few inftants after, as he was in the ad of 
turning round to fpeak to forae of the foldiers. 



even of his fhirt, and while he was dragged to 
a convenient fpot for this p'urpofe, his head 
ftriking againft every ftone, and his disjointed 
arms trailing over the enfanguined foil, he luf- 
fered the extremity of pain. As he lay 
bleeding, and helplefs on this fpot, a horfeman, 
with wanton cruelty, wounded him in the back 
with his fpear. In this miferable fituation he 
lay for two days and two nights, expofed to 
tortures of a burning fun, to the danger of be- 
ing tom to pieces by beafts of prey, and, what 
every foldierwhofe fate it has been to lie 
ded on a field of battle knows to be more dread- 
ful than any or all the other circumflances 
fullering united, to the want of water. Lieu- 
tenant Melville having made repeated efforts to 
aflirage, in fome degree, his burning thirfi, by 
means of whatever grafs or herbs was within 
narrow circumference of his reach, in vain, was 
reduced, like other men in fimilar fieuatiens of 
extreme diftrefs, to the neceflity of feeking for 
relief from the moiffure of his own body, 
it not been for the humane and moft 
attentions of Lieutenant : Forbes, who lay b; 
part of the firft night and affiffed him, he 
in all human probability have perifhed. He 
was, at laft, on the morning of the third day 
picked off the field by fome of the enemy, 
\vithout any circumftance of fellow 

II 
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humanity, carried him. in a rude and “cruel man- 
ner to their camp. The recovery of Mr. Mel- 
ville may be ranked among the mod; ftriking 
proofs of the provifion that is made for the pre- 
fervation of the human frame. 


We left Arnee about nine in the morning, 
penetrated with forrow at parting from our 
friends and fellow -fufferers. We were under 
charge of a Bramin, one Commandant of the 
troops, confiding of a few firelock men, one 
hundred and fifty colleries, and a few horfemen, 
Piats, or fmall horfes, were given for our con- 
veyance. A horfe-keeper was allowed to each 
piat horfe, who had a rope fattened to the head 
ftall of the bridle, with pofitive orders not to 
quit his ftation. The whole of us were ordered 
to move on in a rank entire. We fufFered much 
from this mode of conveyance, having only a 
pad In the room of a faddle, and no ftirrups ; 
crowds of people gazing at us, and many be- 
having in a moft Infolent manner. When we 
arrived on the glacis, we met thhty-two of our 
unfortunate foldiers hand-cuffed, two and two, 
barefoot, and alraoft naked. Every exertion was 
made on our part, in order to alleviate theip 
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We arrived in Poloor about four in the after- 
noon. Some rice was boiled for us and the fol- 
diers, with a little fait. The rice, after being 
boiled, was rolled into a ball for the foldiers, 
about the fize of a foot-ball, and each perfoh 
received his ball. The foldiers, at the diffe- 
rent halting places, were kept feparate from us. 
As many of fhefe were not recovered from their 
wounds, they were allowed, after repeated ap- 
plications, to attend the furgeons of the coun- 
try 1 but under particular reftriifions not to afk 
for news, Many of the foldiers fuffered much 
from the want of fhoes. Thefe men not being 
gble to walk, bullocks were provided, on which 
they were forced to ride, (till remaining hand- 
cuffed to their comrades, This piece of cruelty 
we pointed out both to the Bramin and Com- 
mandant ; but only received for anfwer, that 
they had no orders from the Bahauder to take 
pff their irons.-. — -Whenever we approached 
near a village, tom-toms, a kind of drums, 
and winding collery horns, advanced in front, 
that the inhabitants might, by this difeordant 
mufic, be atfembled together to gaze at us, as 
we paffed through. We fuffered much, during 
pur march, from the intenfe heat, as they 
would not travel in the night, but only in the 
day time, and that during the hotted; part of 
It. The daily allowance which we received 


' 
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was one fmall fheep, divided between us and die ^ 
foldiers, in all forty-one perfons, onejeer of- 
rice each, with a little fait. In the villages 
through which we paffed, fome of the people 
would exp refs lentiments of compaffioo, and 
fufFer us to drink water, not indeed out of their 
veffels, which would have been pollution, but 
out of tlieir hands ; while others would revile 
us, and' pray that we might be put to the fword 
without mercy. Such is the extreme difference 
of natural tempers, 

Dec. 18. Arrived at Bangalore, and vifite^ 
by the Keeladar, who made us many fiatteringj. 
promifes, but executed none. 

23. About five in the evening arrived at Se- 
ringapatam, where we were led in triumph tQ 
Hyder’s palace, {urrounded by crowds of peo- 
ple, till near feven o’clock, during which time 
our names were taken down in writing by the? 
Keeladar, and then ordered to a fmall confined 
prifon, where we found Captains Baird, Wragg, 
Menteith ; Lieutenant? Lindfey, Maffey, Chace, 
Turin ; Enfigns Wilfon and Stringer. Our joy 
on this occafion was great. We were allowed 
one gold fanam each per day, and a French fur- 
geon to attend us (Monfieur Fortuno). The 
Fuards here confifted of two goloks, (civilians 
A-v: whq 
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Who adfced as field deputies) two havaldars, 
twelve fepoys, one duffadar, and twelve coh 
leries, a lower clafs of foldiers. Our fervants 
were allowed to attend the Bazzar morning and 
evening, and allowed by the Keeladar to purchafe 
.one bottle and two thirds of pia arrack, (a liquor 
diftilled from the bark of a^tree) weekly, fbr each 
gentleman, the amount of which was one fanam 
,and eight dubs, The poor foldiers who accom- 
panied us were fept to a different prifon. 


Enfign Gordon, who left Arnee the 4th of 
October, jyas amongft the foldiers here, and iq 
irons. Repeated applications were made to the 
Myar, or Town Major, to remove him to us, 
in vain : but at laft, on our folemn aflurances 
that he was an officer, his irons were taken off. 


The following are the ftages at which we 
halted, in our journey from Arnee to Seringa- 
patam, with the intermediate diftances : 


jfrom Arnee to Poloor* 
A deferted villa 


Carry over v.h’-taf/ 27 

f This is a very pleafant little village. We were lodged 
,i| (he ruins of an old palace. 
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Brought over 
Changarna 
Chingerry Pett 

Covey Patany * * * § 
Ria Cotah 
Taalcondah 
Uffore 'f 
Bangalore j 
Kingerry Cotah 
Ramgurry - 
Qienapatam § 


(parry oyer 


* This place is fituated in the midft of a Beautiful and; 
highly cultivated valley, and within fight of the Kiiln^ 
Gurry hills. We halted here a whoi$ day, in order to 
have our clothes wafted. The Keel ad ar, who came and 
fmoaked his hooker with us, converfed familiarly, and ex- 
prefled great companion for our misfortunes. 

f A pleafant little town, furrounded by a ffrong flone, 
wall, with turrets, and fituated in the midft of extenfive 
paddy fields. , , 

t This town is five or fix miles in circumference, well 
watered, Interfperfed with pleafant gardens and groves* 
and environed by fields and pafture lands of great fertility r 
It is furrounded by a ftrong ftone wall, and contains a pet- 
tah, enclofed within a mud wall. ’ 

§ At this place we were lodged under a gateway, on, 
each fide of which a gallery was conftruded, fupported by ? 



Cofs ' Mile? 


Brought over 79 189 

Guutall -j~ - 717, 

Seringapatam - 8 20 



94 2265. 


Bach cofs is a£ Englifl} Miles. Efig. Miles. 

Dec. 23. Repeated applications have been 
made to the Keeladar for cots to fleep on, but 
without fuccefs. We are therefore neceffitated 
to make ufe of ftraw. The Keeladar will not 
even allow the door of the prifon to be kept 
open during the courfe of the day, in order to 
admit a little air, although we have often told 
him of the dangerous confequences to be ap- 
prehended from its exclufion, and alfo informed 

him 

o or three pillars. The foldiers were placed in one 
fhefe galleries, and the officers in another ; which afforded 
a fcene not more lingular than fatisfe&ory. For here we 
d^ad an opportunity of converfing with the poor foldiers, as 
well as with Enfign (-Jordon, and indulging our curiofity* 
fcy putting a thoufand queftiQns concerning their fate, 
and that of others. At parting, We had the pleafure of 
contributing to their relief and comfort, by fitrniihmg 
them with a few cloaths and fome tobacco* 

f At Guutall we were lodged in a fmall Choultry, 
Here we werte permitted to go on the ramparts, and to fur- 
yey the country, which is very rich, highly cultivated* 
full of cocoa-nut trees, groves, fields abounding with 
grain* ^n4 well built and populous villages. 


v t, 2?? 



22. Received the following letter* btowgbs 
ifn privately : 


(< Dear Friend, 

• “I Shall never forget you at Combitore. 
'** You 'was my Enfign ; you behaved yourfelf 
to the Company honourably. I am forry to 

44 hear 
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** hear of your being prifoner. Pray be fb good 
** as to take in patience for two men, being 
« twelve years prifoaers in Seringapatam. The 
tc two men are Samuel Spen-cer and John Wil- 
e< son, both London bom We were taken at 
** Erxod, in 17 63 . I hope your honour will be 
** Ho good as to acquaint the Commander of 
" Madras about us two captives, if God gives 
" liberty for your honours to return back. 

(Signed) ■ . 

« SAMUEL SPENCER, 

» . " JOHN WILTON.” 


Thefe two unfortunate men, as we learned 
afterwards, are by trade armourers. They have 
each of them five gold fanams a day, with two 
drams of arrack : but they have guards over 
them, and appear quite dejected. They are al< 
lowed to drefs in the European ftyle, but are 
very dirty. 


Arrived Captain Menteith’s fervant from 
Arnee, and informed us of the fall of Fort 
Ginsee, and the death of Lieutenant Knox. 

29. Railed by fubfcription, and fent to En- 
fign Gordon, eight and a half pagodas. 


Arrived 
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Arrived this afternoon, Captain Lucas and 
Eniign Macaulay ; the latter taken at Gingee. 


March 8. Arrived Lieutenant Colonel Bail- 
lie, Captain Rumley, and Lieutenant Frazer : 
the two fil'd: of thefe gentlemen in irons, as they 
alfo had been during their journey from Arcot 
to this place, which is upwards of two hundred 
and forty Englilh miles; they were lodged in a 
veranda, an open gallery, oppofite to our prifon, 
at the didance of about two hundred yards. 
Arrived at the fame time Mr. Skardon, refiden# 
at Pondicherry, Mr. Brunton, late an Enfign in 
the Company’s fervice, and a Mr. Mac Neal, 
mate of a country Ihip : the two lad fent amongft 
the foldiers, and Mr. Skardon to our prifon, 
with the daily allowance of fix caih, one fear of 
rice, half a fear of doll, and a little ghee 1 this 
allowance was poor indeed, but as we were on 
every occafion ready with our final! pittance to 
afiid our brother fufferers, we made a monthly 
fubfcription in order to put him on a level with 
us. 


28. Vifited by the Keeladar, who behaved 
to us in a mod contemptuous manner, refilling 
to fpeak but through an interpreter. He was 
very particular in examining our irons. 


ISSi f 
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29* Ordered to be muttered three times a* 
day. 

May 3. Vifited by a black Commandant, 
who played a game at chefs with Captain Lu- 
cas : this game was brought from India into 
Europe. In India there are three kinds of 
chefs : two of thele are much more complex 
than the game of that name played in Europe. 
In one of them, the men, or figures, amount to 
fixty ; and the movements are proportionably 
various. It very feldom happens that an Eu- 
ropean is fit to contend with a native of India, 

, whether Perfee, Gentoo, or Muffulman, Cap- 
tain Lucas was highly honoured by the Black 
men, on account of his fkill in chefs. 

4. Several letters taken by the French doc- 
tor’s fervant for our friends in the Carnatic, re- 
queuing a fupply of money, and to know if 
there was 'any profpedt of peace. 

10. The whole of us (except Captain Baird 
of the 73 d) put in heavy irons ; and the French 
furgeon ordered not to attend us. Each pair of 
irons was from eight to nine pound weight. 
This was the commencement of a deliberate 
fyftem, as afterwards more fully appeared, for 
^cutting us off !— -This a melancholy day. 




20. 
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20. Arrived Lieutenant Coke, and put id 
irons. He was taken at Pandanalore, in the. 
Tanjore country. 


24. Lieutenant 'Turin’s irons taken off, on 
account of a : wound in his thigh.' , 


June 4. In honour of his Majefty’s birth- 
day, we had for dinner fowl, cutlets, and a flour 
pudding, and drank his health in a chatty of 
fherbet. 


Aug. 6. Arrived prifoners, five' Europeans, 
with a number of Carnatic flave boys and girls 
torn from our country.- 


Sept. 7. Mr. Chrxftie, ferjeant of the Bengal 
detachment, arrived this afternoon. He' be- 
longed to Colonel Pearce’s detachment, and 
was taken prifoner near Pulicat the 3d of Auguft. 
Mr. Chriftie, when it was difcovered that he was 
not an officer, was on the 9th fent among the 
ibldiers. Favourable - accounts received at this 
time of the fpirited exertions of Mr. Haftings 
diffufe a general io-v throughout thewiW 



. . - - 
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18. A grand Gentoo feaft, at which the 
King of Myfore was prefent, a lad about twelve 
years of age. This royal prifoner is allowed to 
appear in public only at this particular time. 
We were allowed, as a very particular favour, to 
indulge our curiofity with a fight of his Majefty. 


Oct. 4. A fepoy of our guard informs us, 
that fixteen foldiers had been taken out of one 
of the prifons in Seringapatam and circumcifed, 
and that they intended to remove fome of us for 
the fame purpofe. , 

correfponding in number with the fepoy’s in- 
formation. 


Our fervants, and thofe who attended the 
foldiers, met together every day, in order to re- 
ceive their daily allowance of rice. Hence we 
had an opportunity of correfponding with our 
fellow-eaptives in the different prifons by means 
of a rice cake, or hopper, and a cheroot or fa gar, 
which is fome leaves of tobacco rolled up in the 
form of a tube fo as to be fmoaked without the 
aid of a pipe or any other inftrument. One 
would alk another if he would eat a bit of hop- 
per. The perfon who offered this refrelhment 
took care to give that part of the cake which 
D con- 



manner one would 
: and the other, under- 
the meaning of the requeft, would give 
he wanted, if any intelligence was to 
; if not, he would perhaps fay 
In this manner we had an 
opportunity of interchanging fentiments, of con- 
doling with one another, and of contributing 
what little was in our power to the relief of thofe 
ho were in the greateft want or diftrefs. The 
confolation we felt in this intercourfe of fympa- 
thetic affection induced us even to encounter the 
of death ; for this molt affuredly would 
ve been our lot }f our correfpondence had been 
difcqveredi 

■ ' ' =5 1 i, ; : , 

In one or other of the conveyances juft deferr- 
ed, received the following letter from Serjeant 
Hollingfworth. 


“ This morning I was informed of your being 
“ defirous to know in what manner the fixteen 
Europeans were feparated from us. On the 
8th of September the head Myar with a Bra- 
min came to our prifon and ordered the Ser- 
“ jeanttocali in the men, which was immediately 
“ done without any fufpicion, and the above 
Myar and Brarnin Tingled out fixteen Of the 
“ youngeft, knocked off their irons, and march- 
ed them to the Keeladar, and thdh afked if 
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« they would take fervice ; when they all de- 
“ dared they would fooner die than be bound to 
“ the fervice of a tyrant. At fun-fet they were 
“ conducted, one by one, to a fmall apartment, 
“ where an operator attended, with fix cafFres to 
C£ hold them while they were circumcifed. — 
* c This was affirmed by them to Enfign Brunton.” 


Received the following letter, addreffed to 
Captain Lucas and the officers in our prifon, 
from Serjeant Dempfter of the Bengal artillery, 
who voluntarily entered into the fervice of 
Hyder, and who had once on a former occafion 

deferted from Colonel Pearce’s detadiment : 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 


“ Your fervants cafting an eye to one of us 
“ fome time ago, gives us reafon to think that 
se you would be defirous to know fomething of 
“ our prefent unheard-of and unfortunate fitu- 
ee ation ; not to be paralelled perhaps in the 
“ hiftory or annals of any nation. On Wednef- 
“ day the 19th of September the Bramin and 
Myar came to our prifon, and after falling in 
« the men, he feleded fixteen from the reft, 
•** fmiths being prepared to knock off their irons, 
se without giving us the fmalleft idea of what 
“ was to enfue, and conduced us to the kutche- 
“ ree, where they informed us upon what ac- 
ec count we were releafed, and in a very fiatter- 
.D2 ' “ ing 
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_„r manner requeued of us to take fervice. 
££ All their proriiifes and tenders were rejected 
“ with difdain.— They then changed their ac- 
« cent, and threatened us in the fevered manner. 
te We were then conduced to a large fquare, 
“ the repofitofy or feminary of thofe Carnatic 
«*' hoys that had been brought into flavety, whom 
££ you fee every night at exercife. Upon our 
“ arrival there, how great was our furprife to 
« find two Englilh lads amongft thofe boys, who 
“ had bee’ercircum.cifed three months before our 
“ arrival, ©he of whom is a Mr. Clarke, who had 
££ been aft Enfign inf the ad battalion, ad regi- 
fC ment ; tile other a private iri the fame regi- 
c ‘ ment. They informed us immediately that 
“ we Ihould be circumcifed. — They had' fcarce 
“ finilhed telling us this, when the guard came 
“ in, accompanied by a barber.* You, Sir, who 
<£ have delicate feelings, will conceive what our 
“ duration was, dragged to what every Chrif- 
“ tian in the univerfe utterly abhors, and fur- 
££ rounded by enemies whofe very fouls are 
££ many thoufand times blacker than their vi- 
££ fage. After fome refiftance on the part of 
“ every one of us, we were obliged at lad to fit 
£C down and be fhaved, after which we remained 
££ in the mod cruel uncertainty for three or four 

££ hours,. 


* The Mahometans are always fliaved all over before 
circumcifion. 
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fr hours, when our ill-favoured guard brought us 
f‘ a doze of * majum each and obliged us to 
“ take it. Jt wrought differently. Some were 
“ infenlible ; others were not. A little after 
“ fun-fet, a black furgeon, with thirty or forty 
“.cadres, feized and held us while the operation 
<l was performed. We remained under cure for 
ft a month, upon fix cafhper day, with mutton, 
“ rice, &c. The 30th of October, we were 
“ condudted to the kutcheree, and there ex- 
“ amined if we would take thofe Carnatic flave 
“ boys and learn them their difcipline, for which 
“ we lhould receive each of us one gold fanam 
per day, with provifions and cloaths; which 
“ we hope, in our prefent fituation, you will not 
“ conftrue into any difaffedtion to our country 
“ or officers, it being all force and conftraint. 


“ However, adfcuated by lively, and at the 
“ fame time pungent fqrrow, that you in your 
“ prefent diftreffed fituation, fhould be a m<?- 
“ lancholy witnefs of thofe men, who were fo 
“ lately under your command, whbfe indul* 
“ gence and paternal care, particularly on the 
•ffday of adtion, w^s fecond to that of none ; 
f* we humbly make bold to allure you, that 
fcarce filial duty can be exceeded on our part, 
D 3 “ every 


J\ ftupifying drug. 
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“ every man in the other prifon and here, being 
“ at any tlfoe ready to lay down their lives to 
‘^tiftue you from the fmallefi: harm, Our 
“ fondnefs was the reafon of our running this 
“ hazard in writing, and moft heartily and fin- 
“ cerely wilhing to fee youfliortly releafed, apd 
“ in a way of releafing us unfortunate victims 
“ from the chains of this barbarian. 

(Signed) 

“ JOHN MAXWELL DEMPSTER, 
“ Once an Enfign in his Majefty’s 19th 
“ regiment of foot, and late a Serjeant in 
“ the Bengal artillery.” 

30. Duncan Macintolh and Donald Stew- 
art, privates, both of the 73d regiment, were 
forcibly taken out and circumcifed. 

This day Captain Wragg receded rite 'fal- 
lowing letter : 

“ Sir, 

“ After the many repeated favours I have 
“ received at your hands, I think it my duty to 
c ' acquaint you of my prefent fituation that I 
• c am unfortunately one of the men who were 
“ ta ken out, and underwent the dreadful pain 
“ of circumcifion. 

(Signed) 

“ BENTALL WOODLEY.” 

Nov. 







, 


'</ 

i 

s 

S 


OF OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 55 

Nov. 10. Captain Baird put in irons. 

; ' . 1 ! ; f . ■ fljji tii( 5 ; .■ . ; 

11. A report prevails that our correfpon- 
dence with the different prifons is difcovered, 
which gives the greateft alarm. We proceed 
inftantly to deftroy or to conceal papers* knives, 
fciffars, razors, &c. This journal* which was 
written within a very fmall compafs, on a flip 
of Indian paper* in fuch an hand as that in which 
innocent idlers write out the Lord’s prayer 
within the circumference of a halfpenny, was 
concealed on this, as on other oceafions of alarm* 
which were not unfrequent, in a fmall hole dug 
deep in the earthen floor of our prifbn*. carefully 
filled up and beaten into a perfeft equality and 
refemblance of the contiguous furface. 

Having made repeated application for medi- 
cines for the fick, we were informed that the 
ftri&eft orders had been iffued, that no medicines 
fhould be adminiftered to us by any perfon, un- 
der the pain of the mofttfevere and Shocking 
mutilation. We had not come there to live, 
we were told ; and that nothing' could be more 
acceptable to the Nabob than the news of our 
death. Thefe melancholy tidings had a vifible 
effeft on the minds of the gentlemen who were 
indifpofed. Cut off from all hope of relief, 
But that alone which might poffibly arife from 

P 4 ' 








the unaffifted efforts of nature, they began to 
droop and defpond exceedingly- We repeated 
and prefled our folicitations for medicines to no 
purpofe. The fentries to whom we applied, 
declared, that they would willingly bring in 
fome, if they could do it with fafety ; but that 
their orders were exprel's, and that their ears, 
nofes, and right hands, mu ft pay the forfei- 
ture of difobedience. 


Received the following letter from Enfign 
Clarke : 


Gentlemen 


“ 1 was this day, to my great furprize, ac- 
“ cofted by one of your fervants, who informed 
“ me, calling me by name, that the officers in 
“ general were furprized at having received no 
“ letter from me in particular. I can only fay, 
“ that the privates in general were unwilling to 
“ deliver any letter*frem me, without feeing 
“ the contents. I might complain of the man- 
“ ner they have behaved fome time fmce their. 
“ arrival here ; which has indeed been fuch, as 
“ lhewed they were happy to have it in their 
“ power toinfult any one who had been of a 
“ rank fuperior to themfelves with impunity. 
“ However, it is wrong to mention any thing of 

&f. : . “ this 
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ft this kind, as 1 am at prefent in a fituation fq 
?( very difagreeable in many refpe&s, that any 
« one thing is fcarce worrh mentioning, even 
‘f were it likely, on my complaints, to be reme- 
“ died. ■. ;: 


“ I arrived at Madras in January, 1781, in a 
ff ftyle fuperior to that of the reft of the cadets 
“ in general, having been two years an Eniign 
% and Lieutenant in the militia, and of courfe 
‘t being ufed to a very expenfive way of living, 
“ together with a careleffnefs for money, and 
H lending to too many who had no profpeA 
“ of being able to pay me, Norwithftanding 
“ this, I was largely fupplied by General Mun- 
f £ ro, to whom I was particularly recommended, 
f< and at whole houfe I lived at Madras, as well 
“ as to Mr. Ifeawbrey, who was very much my 
“ friend, and two or three others. I foon fell 
“ into debt to fuel} a degree, as obliged me to 
tf think of going to camp, or fome where elfe, 
« in order to get out of the reach of the Mayor’s- 
Court : for' which purpofe I applied to the 
Governor, who told me, that as foon as a lhip 
“ failed for Cuddalore, where our army then 
“ lay, I might go. But as there was danger in 
“ waiting fo long, I fet off for camp on horfe- 
f‘ back, leaving directions with a boy, to fend 
ff my things as foon as pofiible. 1 arrived fafe 
‘ • “ at 
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tc a t Pondicherry, where, u'hen at dinner at a 
“ French tavern, I was made prifoner, and that 
“ evening fent to Meer Saib’s, one of Hyder’s' 
“ Generals, camp, fince killed. Next morning, 
fe after I arrived at Pondicherry, J was offered 
t( three hundred rupees per month, and again at 
“ Meer feib’s camp, if I would take fervice, 
“ which I again and again refufed. I Said a 

fhort time in the camp of Meer Saib, and was 
** afterwards fent under a guard of two haval- 
“ dars and fix fepoys to Hyder’s camp, then ly- 
6i ing near Tanjpre, commanded by Colonel 
ts Braithwaite, Two days after my arrival, I 
ft was taken before the Nabob, who alked me 
“ the ufual queftions ; to all which I profeffed 
“ ignorance, alledging, -that my fliort flay at 


“ meat, commanded by Major Hopkins, pre- 
“ vented my having any infight into the manage- 
“ meat of affairs at Madras. The next day we 
“ marched to Trichinopoly, where I underftood 
“ he was to lay for fome time. In a few days 
“ a h ter > g°°d God ! what was my furprize, to 
“ he fent for by the commandant of the batta- 
“ H °h 5 with which I was confined, and then in- 
“ fo rmed it was Hyder’s defire that I fiiould era, 

’ hi ace Mahomedamfm. I refilled, notwith- 
fending the moil dreadful threats, and moil 
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ft alluring promifes, to confent to a thing fo 
much my abhorrence. The next day, my 
ufual allowance of rice was brought ; but on 
“ aiking for the three pice, my daily pittance, I 
was informed it was flopped, till I agreed to 
lt thepropofal of yefterday, of becoming a pro- 
* e felyte. I was a little fhocked, but refolded 
to perfevere, till fome relief or other fhould 
come. On the fecond day after this, I re- 
<c ceived no rice at all, nor the two next days.' 

“ Being now almofl worn out, not having tailed 
any food, except a little rice which the fepoys 
u afforded, I with my tongue contented- to "a 
“ thing which my heart abhorred. On this I <*'. 
“ received my former allowance, and what had 
u been flopped the feveral days foregoing.- I 
“ fhortly after marched to Seringapatam, in the 
“ moll horrid defpondence of mind. On my 
“ arrival here, I was queftioned with regard to 
11 my knowledge of the exercife, which 1 faid I 
“ knew nothing of : but on the appearance of 
“ a chaubuc, or horfewhip, I focn went through 
fC the manual to the fatisfadion of the two My- 
f e ars. I was then queftioned with regard to my 
“ having confented to embrace their damned 
‘■ £ religion, which I denied. ' However, I was 
“ foon, from the fecond appearance of the chau- 
“ buc and the recollection of former ufage, in-n: 
f‘ duced tiff^^iri^ cdiffent, though •«Kyriy a*- 
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*5 rival at the hoys you daily fee, and being afked 
“ if I would teach them your exercife, I refufed, 
f- laying, I had refufed to take fervice, or be-; 
f f come a Mulfulman, and that I would rather 
“ do both, or even die, than teach others to 
tc fight againfi: my country, which in my idea 
f c was worfe than either. I was then removed 
<c to the prifon where I now am, and found a 
<c European of the name of Smith, of the 2d 
“ battalion 2d regiment, in as miferable a fitu- 
<e ation as any to which a man could be reduced 
“ by vermin, dirty cloaths, bed, c. The fe- 
“ cond night after my arrival, I was made a 
X “ MuiTulman. About three months after my ar- 
“ rival, I was very much furprized pne morn- 
“ n ^ n S tp f P e a of young men very cleanly 
“ drefled, brought for the fame dreadful ope- 
ration of which I had lately recovered. That 
, “ night they were cirpumcifed after the ufual 

“ dofe of majum had been adminiftered : what 
“ enfued with regard to them you have received 
“ from them before. I had forgot to mention, 
“ that at firfi: the ufual allowance of mutton, 
<£ ghee, &c. was very great, but that we had 
fC only three calh per day. However, on their 
“ arrival we had fix, and afterwards one gold 
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££ l have done all in my power to prevail on 
u them to refufe going to exercife. Though I 
“ was tied up twice to be flogged, I would not 
“ go on any account. The ufage of the privates 
towards me has been moft rafcally, which, to- 
“ gether with other things, makes it my daily 
S£ wiflito die, and has almofl: tempted me more 
£ * than once to lay violent hands on myfelf. I 
££ hope foon, however, and have very good 
* £ reafon to expert, that in a fiiort time the at* 
“ rival of our army will at once put ah end to 
££ our confinement and Mahomedanifm. My 


,££ is a fufficient proof that I fcorn to palliate 
“ any part of my offence or mifcondud by a lie. 


“ I am, my dear brother officers. If my folly 
£< has not forfeited my right to call you by fo 
££ dear a name, your affe&ionate fufferer. 


HENRY GEORGE JAMES JENNINGS CLARKE. 


Vifited by a head man, or man of confequence 
from the Durbar, who enquired very affec- 
tionately after our health, and if we were in want 
of any thing. He took his leave with great 
promifes of friendlhip ; but he executed none. 



The cafe received from head quarters (fb we 
called Colonel Baillie’s prifon) when each gem- 
tleman received ten fanams. 

1782. — Jan. 4. Arrived prifoners, three Eu- 
ropeans, with a number of Carnatic children. 


5. Fourteen Europeans taken out and eir- 
cumcifed. 


4 6. Enfignsf 


or note, from Colonel Bail-* 
us two hundred and fifty gold 


6. A Circar Bramin vifited us, and in a very 1 
peremptory manner ordered us to fall in ; and 

of us out for his diabolical purpofe, 

.'.W “ 1 .--To w&I, 

l8. Serjeant Higgins, of Captain Powell’s 
battalion, voluntarily took fervice. This he 
did with an intention, which he afterwards- 
means of carrying into effedt, to make his 
efeape to his wife, whom he had lately married.- 


Received a letter from Enfigns Brunton and 
Gordon, informing us, that they are' threatened 
by the Bramin with being made Muffulmen, and 
that they intend fome of us for the feme pur-* 
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26. Enfigns Brunton and Gordon, with one 
hundred foldiers, removed to Shittle-Droog ; 
the foldiers hand-cuffed, two and two. 


27. Very much alarmed by the appearance 
of a Circar Bramin, who ordered the whole of 
us to turn out. His orders being complied 
with, he looked ftedfaftly at fix of the ftouteft, 
and then faid to a man who flood near him, tbefe 
fix will do. The fix were. Captains Baird and 
Wragg ; Lieutenants Lindfey, Bowfer, Coke ; 
and Enfign Macalifler. 


Feb. 24. PurfaRama, Colonel Baillie’s boy, 
was detected in carrying contraband goods to 
his mailer ; the boy was put in irons and re- 
moved to the foldiers. 


28. A number of fepoys, who were taken 
prifoners in a felly at Trichinopoly, and fens 
here, have, on account of their cruel treatment, 
taken fervice. The few who have not conlent- 
ed, are chained two and two, with the daily al- 
lowance of one fear of raggee (a poor final! 
grain) and three cafh. 


March 1 7. Colonel Baillie, Captain Rumley, 
and Lieutenant Frazer’s irons taken off. 


18. A corps of Carnatic Haves, taken fince 
the commencement of the war, and difciplined 
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by Serjeant Dempfter, with the other European 
Muffulmen, marched to join an army to be led 
againft Calicut, where we had fome troops. 

Abdiel Wahab (Mahomed- Ally’s brother) 
Who was taken prifoner at Chitteput, and Cent 
prifoner here, allowed for himfelf and family, 
conlifting of feventy perfons, - one thoufand ru- 
pees per month ; his eldeft fon remains at Ar- 
cot with Hyder.> 

Enfign Macaulay fent his fhoe buckles to the 
Keeladar, in order to obtain his leave to difpofe 
of them, that he might raife a few fanams. The 
buckles detained by the Keeladar. 


26. Arrived prifoners this evening a number 
of Europeans, and lodged in a. veranda near our 
prifon. Their number, rank, arid the placewhere 
they were taken, we have not been able to learn. 

Vilited by the Myar, who, after reconnoitring 
our prifon, ordered the cook-room to be cleaned 
out, for the unfortunate people who arrived yef- 
terday. We hear the found of the armourers 
employed in putting on their irons. V arious are 
our conjectures where they have been taken. 
However, we at prefent flatter ourfelves that 
they may only be the officers feparated from us 
in Hyder’s camp, and fent to Bangalore. 


Twm 
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Two of our fervants removed to Colonel Bail- 
lie. A letter fent to the foldiers. 

Abdiel Wahab fent us word, that Hyder 
meant to force Colonel Baillie, and the reft of 
the officers, to enter into his fervice. 

The prifoners that had been lodged in the ve- 
randa were brought in here this evening : feven- 
teen European officers, one furgeon, and one 
black commandant. They are the officers of 
Colonel Braithwaite’s detachment, and fell into 
the hands of Tippoo Saib, in the Tanjore coun- 
try, the 1 8th of February, 1782, about forty 
miles from Tanjore. During the time they 
were with Tippoo Saib, he paid them every at- 
tention that was neceffary. He not only fur- 
nifhed them with cloaths and money, but at the 
fame time gave ftrict orders to all his Keeladars 
to be attentive to them during their march to 
Hyder’s camp, who was then lying at Conjeve- 
ram. But on their arrival at this place, their 
money, and every other little thing they had, 
was taken from them ; and they were told, that 
if they concealed the moft trifling article, their 
nofe and ears would be cut off. The next day, 
a few piah horfes were provided for their jour- 
ney ; but many of them were obliged to walk 
the whole way, with the daily allowance of fix or 
feven fears of rice, with a little fait, a©ongft the 
E whole 
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whole. Colonel Braithwaite and Enfign Holmes- 
remain in Hyder’s camp. We are informed 
that our army is lying near Madras, for want of 
carriage bullocks, and that it was believed a 
French fleet had paffed Pulicat. 

Thefe circumftances aggravated the melan- 
choly gloom that had long hung over the place 
of our confinement. 


The following is a lift of the killed and 
wounded of Colonel Braithwaite’s detachment, 
taken by Tippoo Saib, on the 18th of Febru- 
ary, 1782. 


Names. 


Killed. (Wounded. 


Colonel Braithwaite 
Captain Judfon 
Lieut. Lind - 
Eaftland 
Gillon 
- Sampfon 
Cameron 
Enfign Graham 


Thewlis 

Fenwick 

Holmes 


Carry over 




/ 
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Names. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Brought over 



Enfign Haywood 


I 

Stewart 

I 

V 

M r - White, furgeon 



Lieut. Bowles 1 



Latcliff l^ ab ? b ’ s » 



^ f Service. 

Clowmanj 


I , 


'^K'l 

II 


April 9. Captain Baird’s iron? taken off, oq 
account or nckneis. 

' 

. < . ; : . : ' - ■: 

Arrived prifoner, one European officer ; but 
no further account. 

10. Lieutenant Lind, at the point of death, 
is allowed, with theutmoft difficulty, to have his 
irons taken off. 


12. Lieutenant Coke’s irons were taken off 
by means of a bribe to the Verduvalla, a mili- 
tary officer non-commiffioned, about the tank 
of a Serjeant-major. 

15. The dead body of Lieutenant Lind, 
. who died yefterday, laffied to a bamboo, was 

£ 3 •% carried 
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carried out on the ihoulders of three men. We 
all of us flood around the body of our departed 
friend, while Mr. Skardoa read the funeral fer- 
vice. ?: 


May 9. Vilited by the Myar, who enquired 
in a mofl preffing manner, if there were any car- 
penters or fmiths amongfl us. We replied, that 
we were all gentlemen. He did not feem fatis- 
fied with this anfwer ; but defired the Comman- 
dant, Sid Abrim, to make particular enquiry, 
and inform him the next vifit he fhould make, 
as the Keeladar meant to take feme of us out. 


15. An order arrives from Hyder for our 
fervants to difeontinue going to the Bazar. 
Henceforth our guards are' oUr market-men, 
who cheat us moll unmercifully. 


; • 31. Enfign Graham's irons taken off, on ac- 
count of ficknefs. 


• June 4. In honour of his Majefty’s birth- 
day, we have celebrated it with a pilaw, anc 
drank his health in fherbet. 


17. Vifited by the Myar. He enquired for 
a cavalry officer of the name of Galeet, who, he 
faid, belonged to Colonel Baillie’s detachment. 
There was no fuch perfon. 
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19. Arrived prifoners, fourteen European 
children, eight boys and fix girls. It is reported 
that they were taken at Cuddalore. 

22. Mr. Hope’s irons taken off, on account 
of ficknefs. 

28. Captain Lucas and Enfign Maconichy’s 
irons taken off, on account of ficknefs. - , 

Lieutenant Gillon, and Enfigns Thewlis and 
Latcliff are put in irons. 

; : - ' 7 5 j ;;; ' : / V. 

29. Repeated applications have been made 

to the Keeladar for medicine, and for the French 
Doftor to attend thofe gentlemen who are at 
prefent in a dangerous way : but the cruel ty- 
rant will neither order nor allow the fmalleft af- 
fiftance. Thofe who are fortunate enough to 
enjoy a good Hate of health attend the fick in 
the night. » ( 

July 5. At half paft eight, P. M. died Cap- 
tain Lucas, brother to the celebrated patriot of 
that name in England. The Captain’s death 
Uras bitterly lamented by the whole prifon. He 
was diftinguilhed by good natural talents as well 
as acquired accompliftiments. In his manners 
he was unaffuming, amiable, and engaging L and 

E 3 ; **-"■ the 

** <* 



AND 


the chearfulnefs and vivacity of his temper, 
which were expreflid in lively fongs and face- 
tious fallies, fcattered frequent rays of mirth on 
our gloomy manfion. 


7. At three o’clock, A. M. died Mr. Hope, 
a Cadet in the Company’s fervice. 


9. About twelve, A. M. died Enfign Maco- 
tiichy. 


As Mr. White, Colonel Braithwaite’s Surgeon, 
was unacquainted with the iimples and compo- 
sitions ufed as medicines in this country, and 
was deprived of his own cheft of medicines, the 
arrival of that gentleman amongft us, (againft 
Whofe profeffional abilities this ought not cer- 
tainly to be conlidered, and is not intended, as 
any infinuation) in the character of a fellow-pri- 
foner, did not avail us. We therefore continued 
to be our own phyficians, and to ufe thofe medi- 
cines, with whofe powers feveral of us had be- 
come acquainted in the courfe of a long refi- 
dence, in various ftations and fituations in India., 
The natives ol this country, in which nature is 
ve iy powerful and luxuriant, and where maxims 
and obfervations are accumulated and handed 
down from generation to generation, from very 
remote antiquity, are undoubtedly acquainted 
- .• 'Kith 
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with many medicinal properties of herbs and 
fruits, and other fimples, unknown to European 
nations. It is generally known, that the prac- 
tice of inoculating for the fmall-pox is common 
in all Afiatic countries. But there is an art in 
Hindodan, not yet known in Europe, by which 
the women effedually prevent all traces of the 
fmall-pox on the faces of their little ones. 
This prefervative is compofed of a falve made of 
certain Indian herbs, and a certain kind of oil, 
which they apply t^e moment the pock begins 
to blacken. It does not appear, that any of the 
Company’s Surgeons have ever enquired, or at 
lead enquired with foccefs, into the nature Of 
this preparation. That the Hindoos, however, 
know how to fave their ikins from the ravages 
of the fmall-pox, is a fad which cannot be 
doubted. On the fobjed of Hindoo forgery 
and phyfic, another well-atteded fad may be 
mentioned, which is attended with the happied 
effeds. When any perfon happens to receive a 
bruife or wound in any part of his body, by a 
fall or blow, or otherwife, thofe who are neared 
to him, prefentiy drip off the greater part of his 
deaths, and, with the palms of their hands, 
gently rub the afflided part, or if that is not to 
be touched, the parts neared to it ; and proceed- 
ing from that fpot, rub over, with greater force, 
the whole of the body. This good office is ge- 
E 4 nerally 
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nerally performed by the women, who are indeed 
the furgeons and phyficians of this country, and 
■who handle their patients with all the eafy ad- 
drefs of die moll experienced member of the 
faculty in Europe. 

It was from the natives of India, that the 
Englifh, at Madras, learned the qualities of the 
junglicarandee, or what are commonly called by 
our fok iers Jack Spratt’s Nuts, three of which 
will operate as an emetic, with very falutary ef- 
fedls. Caffia, jaggeree, and tamarinds, were the 
« Materia Medica of our cathartics. Thefe ma- 
terials, with fome quicldilver, which we formed 
into pills and ointments, we were obliged to in- 
troduce by health, by means of handfome re- 
ward? to individuals belonging to our guards ; 
for, as has already been obferved, all medicines 
were prohibited by the Keeladar, under the fe- 
vered: threats, 

_ Arrived prifoners, five hundred Carna- 
tic boys, in order to be made flaves, and to be 
■ entered into Hyder’s Have battalions. We hear 

J_ the French have taken feme of our Ihips, and 
v given up the prifoners to Hydcr* 

26 - Lieutenant Sampfon put in irons. 


A chit. 



iili 
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A chit, or note, is received from Colonel Bail- 
lie, requefting forne mercurial pills. „He fays, 
they have not the fmalleft idea, why their irons 
were taken off. The pills fent. 


30. Arrived prifoners, three European offi- 
cers, two privates, as alfo a mate of a country 
Ihip. 



Aug. 10. One of our officers ft ruck by a 
centinel, for attempting to look out at the prifon 
door. 

13. Lieutenant Coke and Eiffigh Grahafn 
put in irons. 

Lieutenant Lindfey’s irons taken off, on ac- 
count of ficknefs. 

The French, we hear from every quarter, 
have made over three hundred feamen, and 
others, whom they had taken prifoners, to Hy- 
der ; and that the French Admiral received 
from Hyder, on that account, fifty thoufanc! ru- 
pees. This was .publicly affirmed at the Keela- 
dar’s Durbar ; but it is given merely as a re- 
port. 

. Sept. 
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/ ffijfe ct. 22. We are informed that Colonel 
Baillie is in a dangerous way ; yet that the 
Jveeladar will not allow him a phylician to at- 
tend him, nor even affift him with medicines, 
although many applications have been made, to 
him for that purpofe. 


Arrived prifoners, three hundred Carnatic 


Oct. 13. The whole of us have offered one 
hundred and twenty thoufand rupees for our en- 
largement ; and not to ferve againft Hyder du- 
ring the war. No anlwer. 


18. Arrived prifoners, feven Europeans, 


26. A letter taken charge of by one, of our 
guard, to the foldiers prifon, with a promife, if 
an anfwer is received by us, to give him three 
pagodas. Subfcribed one fanam each for that 
purpofe. 


30. Arrived forty Europeans, part of thofe 
men that were given up by the French. They 
have been circumcifed. 


Nov. 2. Arrived prifoners, eight hundred 
Carnatic boys and girls. 


I.Q, 
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io. A fepoy has undertaken to carry a letter 
to the circumeifed Europeans. ; , 


13. Received the melancholy news of Colonel 
Baillie’s death. 


This melancholy event excited painful reflec- 
tions on the uncertainty of profperity and of fame, 
both of which are greatly under the controul 
of fortune. Colonel Baillie pofleffed great vi- 
gour both of body and mind, being of a mid- 
dling ftature, well and firmly made, and ani- 
mated on all occafions, with calm and Ready re- 
folution. Before the unfortunate day that con- 
figned him to a confinement, from which he was 
deftined never to efcape, he uniformly bore the 
character of an officer enterprizing, brave, and 
judicious. As his merit and rank had rendered 
him an objeft of terror to the conqueror before 
he fell into his hands, fo he became an object 
of barbarous refentment afterwards, and war 
treated accordingly, with unufual and marked 
feverity. In the enemy’s camp, he was fepa- 
rated from his fellow-prifoners, the Captains 
Rumley and Frazer, and thrown into irons even 
on his journey to Seringapatam from Arcot. 
On his arrival, on his way to the capital of Hy- 
der, at Bangalore, five guns were fired in order 
to aflemble the people to infult his misfortunes. 

And 
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And during the whole courfe of his illnefs, he 
received not the lead comfort or afliftance from 
the advice of any phyfician. 


Arrived prifoners, one European, with three 
hundred Carnatic boys. 


Received the following from Lieutenants 
Speediman and Rutlidge. 

“ W e were yefterday agreeably furprifed by 
*« receiving a letter from you, which has been 
“ our conftant wHh fince we have been here, and 
“ are extremely obliged to you for the trouble 
“ you undoubtedly muft have had in forwarding 
“ it, having made many attempts of that-kir.d 
“ ourfelves, but never cbuld fucceed — but par- 
“ ticularly for the concern you feel on our ac- 
t£ count, and the promifes you make us of re- 
e£ prefenting our fituation to thofe in whofe 
et power it will be to extricate us out of this af- 
“ ilidling fituation. 


“ You have requeued us to relate to you the 
<£ particulars of our ill fortune, and alfo to an- 
“ fwer fome queftions, which you have fet down, 
“ both of which we will readily comply with, 
“ as far as lies in our power. We are forry we 
** cannot give you as fatisfadtory an account as 

“ pro- 
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“probably you might expeft, being wounded in 
“ January laft, and left in Vellore : but what 
“ news we fend is what we got from Enfign 
“ Byrne, who came up to Vellore in June, with 
“ one company of fepoys, three three-pounders, 
“ and a good many polygars, with provilions for 
“ the garrifon ; and we, being anxious to join 
“ the army, left Vellore to go back with him : 
££ but we had not quitted the place above eigh- 
“ teen hours, when Tippoo Saib’s whole force 
<£ came down upon us. We fought them for 
“ fome time : then the polygars left the Com- 
“ pany’s troops in a mob, with what intention 
“ God knows ; but Tippoo’s troops cut in 
££ among them. What efcaped the fword were 
fC made prifoners. In this fituation, deferred 
* by thofe people, raoft of our fepoys being 
“ wounded, and our ammunition nearly expend- 
“ ed, we hoifted a white handkerchief for quar- 
“ ter, which they granted immediately, and we 
“ were made prifoners by a French officer. Byrne 
“ was made prifoner by a black Commandant. 
t£ While we remained in Tippoo’s camp, we 
“ were very well ufed ; but when we arrived at 
“ his father’s we had reafon to repent the ex- 
<£ change, receiving only a meafure of rice and 
t£ one pice a day. We however continued with 
him five days, the laft of which, in the evening, 
££ we were fent for by Hyder’s Dewan, who' or- 
<£ dered Mr. Byrne only in irons, but both of us 

££ to 
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If be'ptrt in with a parcel of finall boys, along 
64 with whom we found Serjeant-major Groves, 
of Colonel Braithwaite’s detachment. Next 
‘“ morning, about two o’clock we marched for 
e£ Seringapatam. After four or five days march 
e£ we were overtaken by Byrne, and Lieutenant 
C£ Crewitzer of the cavalry, who, with a troop 
“ belonging to the grand guard near Arnee, 
££ were cut off, which is probably what has been 
<£ reprefented to you as a regiment of cavalry, 
f ‘ there having been no other accident of the 
“ kind. We were a good deal furprifed to 
find that Byrne and we were bound for diffe- 
££ rent places ; but never guefled their horrid 
C£ intentions with regard to us, until our arrival 
* £ at Seringapatam, when, inftead of being put 
“amongft you, we were marched with the boys 
>£ into a large fquare building, about a mile eaft- 
ward of the Fort, in the new village of Gun- 
<( jam Pett, where we found nine Europeans, 
144 and were rendered almoft fpeechlefs when 
they told us, that they were all made Muflul- 
££ men againft their inclinations, and that it was 
£f moft probable we fhould fhare the fame fate ; 
££ we now found ourfelves in a moft miferable 
££ fituation, as different parties, from the guard 
££ that was over us, were coming every hour of 
££ the day, fometimes making great promifes if 
we would confent to be circumcifed : and, at 
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others, with drawn fwords, chaubucks, and 
ropes ready to tie us ; the barber in the rear 
ready to fhave our heads. This method they 
continued feven or eight days ; but finding 
both their threats and promifes equally inef- 
: feftual, they took another method to make us 
: confent, by feparating us, and allowing no one 
; to fpeak to us. But finding that this method 
had as little effedt as the others, the Jemmidar 
took compaffion on us, and wrote to Hyder 
in our behalf. During the time we waited 
: for an anfwer, we imagined they had dropt 
: their infamous intentions, and daily expected 
: to be fent to you. This interval of hope, 

' however, proved to be but a dream, which 
: was effectually broken on the 27th of Auguft, 

: by the appearance of ten or twelve flout fel- 
: lows, with chaubucks in their hands, and as 
■ many caffres with ropes to tie us with. They 
: made no ceremony, butfeized, tied us, cut off 
: our hair, and then walked away, like villains 
: that had been bred up to fuch bufinefs, and 
‘ left us to lament our hard fate. 


“ Sept. 1. The fame villains again made 
et their appearance, feized and tied us as before, 
“ and flood over us while they obliged us to eat 
“ a fort of fluff called majum, which nearly di- 
* c vefled us of our fenfes, and, in the fame even- 
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“ ing, they . accomplifhed their vile defign. 
“ During the time we were with them, we 
“ would take nothing from them but rice, nor 
“ would we permit them to take off our irons, 
“ which they . often offered to do, leaft they 
* c fhould imagine that we were contented with 
£ £ our fituation. W e receive a gold fanam a day , 
££ and are obliged to drill a' number of boys fent 
££ from the Carnatic to be circumcifed, and 
“ kept in thefe fquares. Thank God, what 
££ they know will never do the Company any 
££ harm. 

Received the 1 8th 
Nov. 1782, 

(Signed) 

££ JAMES SPEEDIMAN, 

££ RICHARD RUTLIDGE.” 


Received the following letter from Serjeant 
Dempller : 


Gentlemen, 

“Your notes I received. Meffrs. Speedi- 
man and Rutlidge have fo fully anfwered your 
feveral queftions, concerning the prefent war 
fubtlfting between the Company and Hyder, 
that any thing I could add would be no more 
than mere repetition. If I don’t mi flake, 

“ how-' 


I 


1 


1 


gaajL&aail 
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w however, they have omitted to make mention 
<£ of any thing appertaining to a peace. Such 
a thing is not talked of ; and from what I 
££ have collected from a Serjeant who arrived 
<c here a few days ago, who has ihared the fate 
<£ common to the reft of us here, it feems, that 
things don’t wear any tolerable complexion, 
“ all owing to the arrival of the French.” 

Received the following lift of captives from 
the midihipmen taken by Monfieur Suffrein, and 
given up to Hyder-Alley-Cawn : 

“JrJannibal, of 50 guns, February 14,1782* 
<£ Meffrs. Lefage, Auftin, and Drake, tnidftiip- 
te men. The Chacer, of 18 guns, February 
* l 14 • no officer here. The Rake tranfport, 
(e June 6, off the Cape ; Mr. Wilkinfon, mid- 
(l jfhipman. The Refolution, June 9 ; Mr. Heid- 
££ deman, mafter’s mate. The Yarmouth, and 
(C Fortitude, Company's fhips, June 27 ; no of- 
* c ficer. , -y/'- i" ' ^ " -vv 

** The number of men belonging to all the 
iC ftiips here are forty-four, and officers belong- 
** ing to the King’s fervice, five. — In February, 
<£ the French fleet came on the coaft, confifting 
** of twelve fail of the line ; and the Englifh of 
,£ pine. They had an action the 17 th of Fe~ 
F i( bruary. 






“bruary, which lafted three hours anu <ui , 

« and on the x 2 th of April, the Englifh, of 
« eleven fail, and the French of twelve, engaged 
“near. Trincomallee for five hours and a half; 

« the French much damaged : and, on the 'a 8th 
“ of June, they engaged oft Cuddalore, with the 
.« f atne flfips as before, for two hours: one 
c< French fixty-four ftruck, but (hie was covered 
“by her own fhips another fixty-four dif- 
“ matted. The Englilh have drove the French 
“ off the coaft. ■ 

« On the 30th of June the French fent all the 
« prifoners afliorc at Cuddalore, and delivered, 
“ them into the hands of Hyder, and marched 
“us into Chillumbrum. The 12th of Auguft 
« they marched us to Bangalore ; on the 20th 
« of October they picked out all the youngefc 
“ of the men and officers, and marched u$ to 
“ Seringapatam ; and, on the yth of November, 
“ they ffiaved our heads, and on the 10th they 
« made us Muffulmen. Since we have been 
“ here they have given us fome dungeree, or 
“ coarfe cloth, and mats to fleep on. 

-« The 7th of November the Myar came to 
, “ us juft before they fliaved our heads, and told 
■“us that we were never to be releafed, but to 
“ be kept here, and to be as the Nabob s fons. 
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which makes us very unhappy, thinking we 
fhall never fee our native country any more j 
but when you are exchanged, we hope that 
you will make our cafe known to our fellow- 
fubjedts. We are all exceedingly forry to 
hear of Colonel Baillie’s death. Mr. Auftili 
would be glad to hear from you, if it is agree- 
able. We have here amongft the fufferers — 
Meffrs. Lefage, Wilkinfon, Auftin, Drake, 
and f leideman — Midlhipmen.” 


Lieutenant Malfey and Dodtor White’s irons 
taken, off^ on account, of ftcknefs. 

.. 'r'hc iw--; iratit 

Nov. i. Account of a treaty of peace being 
on foot in the Carnatic, but on account of the ar- 
rival of fome French troops, with the King of 
France’s picture for Hyder, it was broken off. 


Received the following journal from Serjeant 
Dempfter, which had been fent to him from 
fome of the unfortunate Europeans, dated March 
14, 1)8:2, ■ - 


“ Affembled at Seringapatam, under the com- 
mand of Buffadar Cawn, Jemmidar, who re- 
ceived the chaylacks. (Carnatic boys circum- 
cifed and made flaves) from Seatibie Jemmi- 
dar, befide the chaylack battalion, twelve hun- 
F i “ dred 
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dredhorfe, three battalions of fepoys, with 
firelocks of about five hundred men, eight 
gunners, twelve lafcars, four rocket-boys. 
One man with a bow and arrows, three thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy-five Polygars 
with pikes, matchlocks, &c. total, five thou- 
sand, and our artillery park, of four three- 
pounders, iron. When our camp is pitched, 
’tis all of a duller, about twenty tents, an old 
marqui, and one thoufand huts. 


er Agreeably to Seatibie’s orders, our victuals 
“ were cooked with the Commandant’s and Su- 
££ badar’s. However, they foon Ihook off that 
incumbrance, and put us on the footing of the 
<£ fiave boys. This evening they had taken the 
“ currey pot away, and we had been waiting for 
“ it a confiderable time : but they not ferving 
<£ themfelves, Green and Woodley feized it, 
and ran off - with it, and we ferved ourfelves, 
“ to the great mortification of the Commandant, 
-- Subadars, and Myars, who fwore they would 
“ be revenged on all the Fringees next day. 


** Marched to My fore; the old Coro- 
ft mandant, agreeably to his vow of revenge 
“ of yefterday, orders the flave-boys rice to be 
“ cooked for us : but we all refufed it, Higgins 
t‘ excepted. The Commandant went to the 

“ Jemmi- 
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u Jemmidar and informed him that we had 
** been drinking arrack : whereupon we were 
“ made prifoners, two and two, and put under 
centinels of an out battalion, our fwords being 
££ taken from us. About midnight they fent 
c> us fome good rice. The next day they re- 
££ leafed us, and gave us back our fwords. An 
“ order iffued to deter us from buying arrack 
££ and toddy. 


“ 1 7. Arrived at a fort where we received a 
reinforcement of one thoufand Polygars from 
Shittle-Dr-oog : halted three days and left two 
guns behind us. 


££ 22. Entered into very thick woods. After 
marching eight miles within the woods, the 
e£ Polygars in front were furprifed by about 
eighty of the enemy, theNiars, by the Moors 
e ‘ called Nimars, a fet of people formerly fub- 
<£ dued by Hyder, but now in a ftate of rebel- 
<£ lion. Of this call is our Commandant and 
two of our Subadars. They difcharged a 
€e few matchlocks and arrows at the Polygars, 
“ who came running back with their ufual 
bravery. However, they were beat back 
again to the attack with large bamboos and 
clubs, by the Verduvalla belonging to the 
4£ chaylacks. On this a fmall ikirmiih enfued'; 

F 3 and. 
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M and. as the chaylacks advanced, the Englilh 
“ drum beat, which caufed the enemy to retreat 
<e to the woods. Seven of the enemy were 
i: taken, one of whom was hanged on a tree, 
(C and ten killed. Halted at this place two 


tc 2$. Marched about twelve miles, and 
came upon about three hundred of the enemy 
A Ikirmilh of about a quarter of an hour hap- 
pened, in which five of them were killed and 
four taken. We had three killed and wounded,. 
The enemy fet off to the woods. 


“ 26. In our march took three Niars, who 
gave ioformatidn of the enemy being polled 
‘‘ in a large village to the right. Upon our 
“ arrival there, we found that the enemy had 
‘‘ fled. An alarm happened here about mid- 
‘■‘J'night : it was a falfe one : however, our 
“ troops were very much frightened. 


<e 27. The Niars taken yefterday were 
fe hanged, 


“ The Europeans were put under centinels to 
their companies, on which account we re- 
futed doing duty, and gave up our ffwprds ; 
for which Higgins was bound with his hands 
’ h ' : . , “ behind 
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* behind him all day.— Smith, Innwood, and 
u Clements beat with rattans, and in the even- 
<c ing after we encamped, we were all tied iD 
“ one rope, and ordered to be beat: however 
“ we received our fwords and were releafed. 


. “ 28. Arrived at a fmall mud fort, in which 
e,e were three hundred of the enemy. They 
“ fired a few ginjauls, a long kind of guns, 
“ made of bar iron bound by hoops, of which 
“ they had twenty, at our mob : ,and early in 
“ the morning they quitted the fort and efcaped. 
“ At day-light, our people entered it : halted 
ce here twenty days : parties fent out daily, and 
“ brought in prifoners, fome of whom were 
“ hanged, others difcharged, after paying a fine 
te of their nofes, ears, or left hands. 


“ April 4. About five hundred of the ene- 
my in fight. The troops being formed for 
* e battle, and the enemy amongfl: the bullies 
“ in front, they fired at them from the three- 
pounders, and afterwards advanced, and pla- 
“ tooned with fmall arms. The enemy fired 
“ pretty warmly feveral times, but being clofe 
tc purfued by cur mob, they made off to the 
“ woods ; how many were killed of them is 
({ unknown. Nine heads brought in to the Jem- 
F 4 “ midars. 
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* i riiidars. Thus ended the affair with the NiarS 
“ for this time, 


“ April 18. We marched out of this woody 
country, and, on the twenty-firft, arrived at a 
fort, called Goondull. — N. B. Greens, an old 
Subadar, was convi&ed before the Jemmidar 
of endeavouring to perfuade the chay lacks to 
leave the guns, and go to the Niars, being 
one himfelf ; he was tied to a poft, and re- 
duced to a private fepoy, but is excufed all 
duty by his brother Niar, the old Comma n- 
: dant. 


“ 23. Arrived at the fort we had left on 
the twentysthird of March. The Jemmidar 
ordered- a fepoy to be beat in a barbarous 
manner by four men with large bamboos, and 
then to be dragged round the camp, on his 
belly, by fix men, for cutting his wife with 
his fword in two or three places. 


f< 24. Arrived at a fort, called Perripatani, 
and halted five days. 

“ May 1. Marched to a village called Citty 
Pore, near which was the ruins of a fmall 
fort, which had been poffefled by the Cera- 
kees, a fet of people formerly fubdued, but 

■ “ who 
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te who had afterwards rebelled, deftroyed’ the 
%s fort and fled. The country here is woody, 

and the Niar country diftant from Perripatam 
tc twenty miles. 

“ 2. Arrived on a plain, where a Corakee 
“ Rajah joined our mob, with three hundred of 
<c his men, armed with matchlocks and b rod 
■ * ( knives : proceeded on till we came to a fmall 
* £ fort built with large timber, in which were 
* c two hundred and fifty Corakees ; fome of our 
tc troops were detached, with three companies 
“ of chaylacks to fire mufquetry at it, under co- 
“ ver of a high bank, which was not of the 
“ leaft fervice ; the other chaylack company ” 
<{ ftaid in the rear for a body guard to the Com- 
<£ mander in Chief. The enemy behaved obfti- 
<£ nately and refolutely. Although they had no 
* ( guns, they fired very hot from the ginjauls 
te and matchlocks, of which our three pound 
<f balls fcarcely pierced the timber. At night we 
“ drew off to encamp, after firing about eight 
“ thoufand mufquet balls. During the night the 
“ enemy left the fort, and did not lofe a man 
<£ in their retreat, and at ten o’clock in the 
<£ morning the place was entered by four com- 
<c panics of fepoys. Thus ended the Corakee 
<£ affair at prefent. Within fixteen miles of 
* £ this fort, are near twenty Corakees hanging 


on 
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* c oft the trees for their, late infurreftion. The 
Corakee Rajah and his men fent to Citty Pore 
<e to fettle there, for their loyalty. This is the 
* e moft cowardly mob that was ever known, 
<e from the Commander in Chief to the wild 
“ Polygars : on the line of march we were like 
“ a flock of fheep. 


“ 6. Arrived at a ftone fort called Marcarry, 
“ where feveral Bramins had been defrauding 
“ the troops, who made their complaint to the 
ct Jemmidar, who ordered a cock of a firelock 
“ to be fixed upon their ears, and made them 
“ ftand upon, one foot, till they agreed to make 
“ good the damage fuftained by the troops of 
“ the town, through their villainy. At this 
place are feven companies of fepoys, with 
ec mufquets, lately come from Nagram, and a 
“ Portugueze Captain, who commands thirty 
“ Mufteer artillery men. Halted here eight 
<e days. The monfoons and rainy feafon fetting 
“ in, the mob ordered to canton at Perripa- 
“ tarn till orders from the Nabob ; where a fta- 
“ bula was to be built for the chaylack batta- 
“ lion ; what will be the next exploit God- 
tc knows, but neither Niars nor Corakees are 
“ fettled yet. After fleering all points of the 
“ compafs, we are about forty miles from you. 
<£ This is a moft plentiful country. 

“ Aug, 
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“ Aug. 21. Intelligence came to the Jem- 
midar that a large body of the Corakees 
were affembling near Marcarry- : three thou- 
fand Polygars were detached from Perripa- 
tam cantonment, and three hundred fepoys 
from Marcarry ; they came up with the ene- 
my near a large river ; they ikirmifhed For 
above three quarters of an hour, when the 
Corakees charged the Polygars. The whole 
of our party were defeated : only fifty fe- 
poys efcaped. 


“ Sept. 23. A harcarrah came with intelli- 
gence, that the Corakees had made an at- 
tempt upon Citty Pore, with an intention of 
putting to death the Rajah and his 


men. — • 

The Jemmidar marched with his mob of 
about four thqufand cowards, to Sickle Boor, 
fix miles, and encamped. 


“ 27 and 28. Continually lkirmilhed by the 
“ enemy, who often furprized our mob by 
“ fpringing out of the jungle or wood. In the 
“ evening of the twenty-eighth arrived at Citty 
Pore ; relieved the fort by leaving two hun- 
“ dred and fifty fepoys in the room of the Ra- 
“ jah and his men, received in camp ; our lofs 
(C before we arrived here thirty men. 
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, a$l Marched from hence ; on our way back 
* 4 fkirmifhed ; loft fourteen men and encamped 
*? 'at Sickle Boor that evening : all but fifty or 
et the men belonging to the Corakee Rajah de- 
“ ferted us. 

te 30. In the evening, the enemy very near 
44 "our camp. The Jemmidar ordered the mufic 
44 belonging to the matchlocks, the infantry 
“ drums, and cavalry trumpets, to be beat and 
44 founded all round the camp every gurry 
* e (twenty-three minutes) during the night, in 
“ order to frighten away the enemy. 

. ** Oft. z. Marched about ten miles, and 
found the roads flopped with large trees laid 
* e acrofs. During the time the labourers were 
44 clearing them away, the enemy fired very hot, 
44 from both tides of the road, and put our ne- 
44 groes to the rout, and took all our bazar 
14 and baggage. Several ikirmilhes happened 
on our way to Citty Pore, in which we had 
44 one European, upwards of one hundred 
“ blacks, killed ; and three Europeans, fixty 
44 blacks, wounded. In great confufion we ar- 
44 rived at Citty Pore that evening, where 
44 we remained five days ; during which time 
“ a treaty of peace was concluded between the 
44 Jemmidar and the Corakee Prince. 

1 44 oa. s. 
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Oft. 8. Our mob was efcorted by . three 
thoufand fix hundred Corakees on each flank 
within five miles of Perripatam : it was un- 
doubtedly great folly of the Corakee Prince 
to let us come off fo eaffly, as they muft have 
cut us off -entirely. ' ,, ■ ' ; , ^ 


“ On the eighteenth of Oftober, two thou* 
“ ^ and men joined us from Seringapatam,” . 

' ™ „ ; 1 . . - " ‘ ^ ' . , ’ ■■ \ t-1 ‘ 

Here ends the journal tranfmitted to us bf 
Serjeant Dempfter. 


The following was fent from Bentall Wood- 
ley to Serjeant Dempfter. 


1 allure you our fituation is very bad, muck 
worfe than your’s. The old Commandant 
draws five pagodas per month ; but our pay 
and the Subadar’s is only one fanam a day, 
which changes only for eight pice and three 
tafh. The Verduvalla Seijeant draws three- 
fourths of a fanam a day; the Verduvalla Cor- 
poral one pice, one cafli ; the Havaldarhalf 
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« a fanam ; a fepoy one fourth of a fanam per 
“ day ; and the proviiions that are cooked for 
“ the Europeans and boys are all on an equality. 
fe The Commandant and Subadars eat (like 
<£ gentlemen) by themfelves ; but we, like Haves, 
cc have rice boiled twice a day, in a dirty poi- 
« fonous manner, with a little currey made with 
'« doll only. ■ Five feer of ghee per day for live 
<£ hundred men. We have not had any meat 
4* but twice; thefe two months paft, on which 
4£ account it colls us all our eight dubs and three 
tc calh per day for victuals. We are' treated ill 
<£ by the old Cominandapt, who has full com* 
££ mand of the battalion ; for we have no com- 

mand, only at exercife. The Jemmidar, 
££ Commander in Chief, who hates all Europe- 
££ ans, anfwers all complaints with jow, jow l 

(g° g° •) 


<c Mackinnon, being wounded at the Cora* 

' kee fort through the arm with a mufket ball, 

' by one of our own mob, the Jemmidar made 
him a prefent of a red turban and a let of 
gold beads, value ten pagodas : all the boys 
that were wounded received a prefent of fil- 
' ver bangles, to wear on their v/rifts, value 
: twenty-fix rupees. On the 25th of June, 
Smithey, Green, Clements, Anderson, Wyl- 
lies, Mackenzie, and your humble fervant. 


I 
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fc endeavoured to venture towards Calicut, with 
££ a determination to extricate ourfelves out o£ 
<£ Hyder’s fervice. After walking by the light 
££ of the moon near fix cofs, through the thick- 
<£ eft woods, we were furprized by wild ele- 
“ phants and tygers, and by accident loft 
“ our bread, which determined us to turn back 
“ again, which we accordingly did; and it feeros, 
Higgins, being afraid he Ihould be brought 
“ into trouble, reported us gone to Seringapa- 
££ tam, to complain of the Jemmidar’s ufage, 
“ The horfe being fent out after us, met US ( about 
“ five miles from the cantonment, and brought 

“ excUfe, that we had been out a Ihooting, 
<£ having a carabine and two piftols with us : 
££ we were ftripped, and all tied in one rope ; 
££ an hundred of the ftouteft of our own batta- 
££ lion received a twig of a tamarind tree and 
“ ferved us out a lalh each : we had no centi- 
££ nels over us before we began this adventure, 
££ but now we are clofely guarded. 

(Signed) ■ v ' •' 

££ BENTALL WOODLEY .’ 1 


Nov. 2. Arrived prifoners, two Europeans, 
with fifty Carnatic boys, 
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Nov. 25. Received a letter from the foldiers, 
and gave the fepoy who brought it five fanams. 


Dec. 11. Forty-feven fearaen, who were 
given tip to Hyder by Suffrein, appeared this 
morning on the parade oppofite to our prifon, 
and have been circumcifed fince their arrival 
here ; they were dreffed in the Mahomedan 
drefs, white turbans, white linen jackets and 
long drawers; fixteen of thefe unfortunate vic- 
tims could not be above twelve or thirteen years 


15. Received accounts of Hyder’s death, and 
that his corps was carried toCollard. He died 
of an ulcer in his back, which had affiifted him 
for feven years. 

Copy of a letter fent to Serjeant Dsmpfler. • 

“ The gentlemen confined in this prifon, re- 
ft tU rn you their iincere thanks for your atten- 
«< tion to their laft requeft, and affure you, that 
« Should it ever hereafter be in their power to 
he of fervice to you, they fhall not be tin* 
« mindful of the favours they have received 
* £ From you in their prefent unfortunate fitua* 
“ tion. Your readinefs to oblige us, in the laft 
“ initance, leads us to make another requeft to 

p.n-vi “ you 
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“ you of the moft ferious confequence to us, 
“ and which we think can be attended with no 
“ danger to you, or detriment to the fervice 
“ you are unluckily fallen into. It is to for- 
“ ward to fome Englifh or neutral fettlement, 
“ on either coaft, a fmall letter, which we fhall 
“ entruft to you open, and which will only eon- 
“ tain a date of the prifon and the names of 
“ thofe at prefent living, with a requeft of 
“ tranfmitting the fame to Madras. To you, 
££ who know the length of time we have been 
££ Ihut from all communication with pur friends, 
££ we need not point out the advantages we may 
“ derive, and the fatisfadion they ijjtuff feel, 
££ from receiving fome account of u’s ; or on the 
££ other hand, the many fatal events that may 
“ take place from a fuppofition of our death. 
“ Though an opportunity to comply with this 
££ propofal may not at prefent offer, yet you 
££ may keep the letter by you, and from the 
“ many detachments and efforts that leave this 
“ place, one muft occur in courfe of time. 


“ We could therefore wifh (if you come into 
“ our plan) to fend you our letter by the hand 
“ that conveys this. Whatever reward you may 
“ think neceflary, we will engage to have paid 
£f at Madras, or other of our forts, and think 
“ we canpromife the fame, fhould the letter be 
G “ delivered 
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“ delivered at a neutral fettlement ; we requeft 
“ therefore that you will be fo kind as to deli- 
“ ver the accompanying letter to Meffrs. Speedi- 
“ man and Rutlidge, and thank you for the 
/ (t perufal of Woodley’s journal. 

“ If you have any communication with Monf. 
“ Fortuno, the French Surgeon, werequeft that 
“ you will endeavour to fend us a few dozens 
“of tartar emetic, and a lift of country medi- 
“ cines, to be purchafed in the bazar. When 
“ you wifh to anfwer this, or at any other time 
“ to write to us, let the fignal be, the putting 
“ a handkerchief over your turban, whilft at 
“ drill on the parade.” 

i :.;VV V V. 

Dec. 21. Arrived a new Keeladar (Nabbee 
Cawn) with one battalion of fepoys, muftered 
by the head Myar and an Arab. 

27. Muftered by a Circar bramin, who took 
our names, with corps, and rank of each. 

Received the following letter from Captain 
Rumley and Lieutenant Frazer. 

“ The poor Colonel (meaning Baillie) had 
“ been ill for fome months before he died, and 
“ I think would have recovered, if he had had 
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<e any affiftance, but the cruel rafcals would not 
te admit of Do&or White or the Frenchman 
“ coming near him, although they faw his fuf- 
fe ferings were beyond defcription : we got a 
e< fort of coffin made for him, and fome fepoys, 
“ Peons, and a European attended his funeral. 
(c We are befet by eleven guards, ten golaks, 
“ one Commandant, Subadar, Myar, and Ver- 
“ duvalla, and allowed a quarter of damnable 
<c goat, a rneafure and half of rice, a little milk, 
tc three loaves of bread each, about the fize 
“ a fix pound Ihot, fome ghee, currey fluff, 
“ wood, and fix calh per day between us.t — 
fC They will not let us have a knife to cut a 
(C bit of cloth, nor the fight of a book ; fo 
“ fee we are prettily fituated.” 


Hyder’s death made public at the Cutche- 
ree, and the naggars (large drums beat every 
day at twelve in the great fquare) ordered 
difcontinue beating for three days, on 
of that event. 


Received the following letter from Serjeant 
Dempfter : a lubfeription of two dubs each, to 
requite the fepoy who brought it. 
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“ Gentlemen, ; ’ 

“ Your note of the 1 5th December, I received: 
« the fhort but real pidure of your very unfor- 
“ tunate fituation has made me melt into tears 
“ of iympathy, that our name and our country 
“ Ihould thus be the fport of barbarians; and 
“ believe me, gentlemen, that there is nothing 
“ within the verge of my power that could al- 
“ deviate in the fmalleft degree your prefent fuf- 
“ ferings, in the great anxiety you mull be in 
“ to hear fome folacing account after fo long an 
“ interval of fufpence and confinement, that 

“ would not mod readily be embraced. -I 

“ am exceedingly forry that it is not at prefent 
, “ in my power to give you any full or fatisfac- 
“ tory account. .The grand news is as follows : 
“ That on the 29th of November departed this 
“ life* Hyder-Ally-Cawn : he is fucceeded by 
** his eldeft fon Tippoo Saib, who bears a very 
“ good charader indeed ; he is now at the grand 
«* camp near Vellore. In confequence of the 
“ above, about fifteen days ago arrived here a 
“ new Keeladar : he ads conjundly with the 
“ olji one, as very a villain as exifts. 


“I could gather no more from the Serjeant, 
“ than that he was taken fome months ago near 
Trineomallee with two hundred fi-poys. No 
“ juncture of time fo barren of news as the pre- 

V'-.:y : vT “ fent. 
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“Tent, chiefly "owing ' to the death of Hyder :■ 
“ every one’s mouth is full of it. You do me 
“ a great deal of honour in confiding a. trull in 
“ me to forward your letter to the Carnatic, 
“ and be fully allured that no means or oppor- 
“ tunity fhall be omitted. I fincerely thank 
** you for your favour, and promile of protec- 
tion hereafter. I never intend to avail my- 
“ felf of it, as the title of Deferter is almofl 
“ infupportable to any one tinctured with the 
“ fmallell atom of fpirit. From the moll ro- 
V bull as well as healthy conftitutioi*, I am to- 
“ tally changed into a habit that daily tells me 
“ my flay fhall not be long. Then be expe- 
“ ditious in fending your letter. This revolu' 
“ tion offers a field for much news. T okens as 
?* ufual. Sorry I am that I can’t add any thing 
“ elfe. This I have writ only with the light 
“ of the fire ; otherwife the feeing me occupied 
* e ’with pen and ink would lubject me to be ex- 
“ amined. — As this town is now full of fpies, 
“ poor Mr. Clarke has been fent to camp about 
“jwo months ago, to fill the place of a Corpo- 
♦«. ral Anderfon of the 73d regiment, killed. 


“ I moved the matter to Monf. Fortuno (the 
“ French Surgeon) concerning mediciner, but 
“ he can give you no alfiltance at prefent ; he 
^ fays, when the hurry of this crifis is over* 
G ? “ he 


I 
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“ he will be affifting. I had by me a final! 
“ atom of tartar emetic* which I fend per 
“ bearer. Give me leave, once more, gentle- 
men, to make you a tender of my fervices, 
“ and to requeft that you will confide in me as 
“ in one who feels fenfibly for your fufferings.” 

The following letter fent to Serjeant Demp- 
fter, in order that he may forward it. (From 
the Englifh officers confined in Seringapatam.) 

“ To the Governor or Commanding Officer of 
“ any Englilh fettlement. 

“Sir, 

AEteR a tedious and melancholy feclufioii 
“ from our friends and the world, we have at 
“ length a profpect of tranfmitting feme ac* 
“ count of ourfelves to thofe who muft but tod 
<c fenfibly feel for our fituation, and be truly 
c% anxious for our lives and health. 

* 4 We do not know at which of our fettle- 
IC ments this letter will firft arrive, but requeft 
“ that the fum of one hundred pagodas be in- 
“ ftantly paid on our account to the perfbn who 
“ ffiall deliver it ; and that it be with all con- 
“ venient fpeed tranfmitted to the Governor of 
“ Fort St. George, and the Commander in Chief. 
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** We are all in good health, and, confidering 
“ the nature and length of our confinement, in 
“ tolerable fpirits ; a gold fanam per day is our 
foie allowance, for fubliftence and every ne- 
“ ceflary of life. 

et We imagine, from the humanity Tippoo 
Saib has generally fhewn to Europeans, that 
te if our confinement be likely to continue much* 
“ longer, an application to him for an in- 
** creafe of allowance, and ftriking off our 

** irons, might not be without effect. -W e . 

“ Ihould wifh, at the fame time, to be allowed 
“ medicines, and the attendance of the French 
“ Surgeon, both of which have been for many 
“ months denied us ; to which and our clofe 
“ confinement we muft chiefly attribute the 
“ death of thofe we have already loft, 

€e Colonel Baillie died on the 13th Novem- 
“ her laft. He, Captain Rumley, and Lieu- 
“ tenant Frazer, were confined in a Choultry 
** by themfelves, and were taken out of irons 
<£ in March laft ; the two latter are well, but ftill. 
<e are kept feparate from us. Lieutenant Lind 
“ died here the 14th of April ; Captain Lucas 
“ July 5th ; Mr. Hope, cadet, the 7th ; and 
Lieutenant Maconichy the 9th of the fam§ 
month. 
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.“We earneftly requeit the Governor aild 
“ Commander in Chief to order copies of this 
“ letter to be fent to thefeveral fubordinate fet- 
“ dements and garrifons on the Coromandel 
“ coaft, as alfo by the firftffiips to-Europe, with 
“ directions for its being publilhed in the Lon- 
“ don newfpapers. We hope it is needlefs to 
“ enforce this requeft, by pointing out the many 
“ domeftic anxieties that muft arife from a 
“ total ignorance of our fate, and the melan- 
“ choly effed that may be prevented by a know- 
“ ledge of it. 


M We beg leave to mention Lieutenant Got- 
“ don of Colonel Baillie’s detachment, and Mr. 
“ Brudton takeh at Pondicherry, who are con- 
“ fined with the foldiers by one of the many 
“ unaccountable ads of this government, tho’ 
‘ c repeatedly allured of their being officers. We 
“ have heard that Mr. M'Neaie, mate of a 
* £ country fhip, and Mr. Wilfon, an officer of 
“ the Company ’scruizer Yarmouth, are alfo com 
“ fined in the foldier’s prifon. 


“ Sid Abram, Commandant of the Tanjore 
“ cavalry, is confined with us, and well merits 
“ the Honourable Company’s remembrance, ifl 
the article for the return of prifoners. There is 
“ a fervant of one of the officers here, which 

£ ‘ makes 
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* £ makes the number of Europeans in this pri- 
“ fon amount to thirty-eight. 


££ P. S. From the death of Hyder, and the 
“ very different conduit of his fon to fuch Eu- 
££ ropeans as have fallen into his hands, we are 
“ induced to hope fomething might be effedted 
“ for the relief of fucii officers and men as have 
££ been circumcifed and forced into the fervice 
££ of Hyder Ally, though even a peace may be 
“ a more diftant event than his death gives us 
££ reafon to hope. We therefore embrace this 
“ opportunity of informing the Governmeht of 
“ Fort St. George, that they who have fuffered 
ft this misfortune, at this place, are as follows, 
££ viz. Lieutenants Speediman and Rutlidge; En- 
££ fign H. G. J. Jennings Clarke; Meffi Le- 
“ fage, Auftin, Wilkifon, Drake, and Hei- 
££ deman, midihipmen belonging to his Majef- 
££ ty’s Navy ; eleven non-commiffioned and pri- 
££ vates of the 73d regiment ; forty-four fea- 
££ men, King’s and Company’s ; and about forty 
££ non-commiffioned and privates of the Com- 
££ pany’s troops.” 



Jan. 12. — 1783. The Keeladar of Nagram, 
Jad Bhie, has revolted and gone over to Ge- 
neral Mathews. 
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. 13.; Raifed by public fubfcription forty gold 
fanams, which we have fent to Captain Rum- 
ley and Lieutenant Frazer. 

Tippoo Saib was in the Calicut country at 
the time his father died, and immediately on 
his hearing the news, he ordered a new Keela- 
dar here, with one battalion of fepoys, and pro- 
ceeded himfelf (with Lally) to take charge of 
the army in the Carnatic. It was twenty-feven 
days from the time of his father’s death until 
the time he took charge of the army, and every 
thing went on as fmooth as before. 

19. The whole of us turned out to fatisfy the 
cutiofity of a vifitor, a black man of fame 
confequence. 

23. Two Europeans and five Subadars, who 
were taken in the Tanjore country, have been 
obliged to carry mud, in order to force them tq 
take fervice. 

25. Arrrived Colonel Braithwaite and Enfign 
Holmes, not in irons. Arrived at the fame time 
Captain Leech : he is confined in a different 
prifon, with the daily allowance of fix calh and 
one feer of rice. 

■Colonel 


I 



| 
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Colonel Braithwaite had, been Commander of 
the troops deftined for the protedlion of Tanjore 
and the neighbouring provinces, confiding of 
twenty-five European and one hundred and thir- 
teen native artillery, ten field-pieces, one how- 
itzer, one hundred and forty-two native cavalry, 
mounted, and the fame number difmounted, one 
hundred and nineteen light infantry, with twen- 
ty-three artillery attached to the cavalry, the 
tenth battalion, and eight companies of the thir- 
teenth battalion of fepoys, two grenadier com- 
panies of the fixteenth battalion, and fix grena- 
dier companies of fepoys. This force, amount- 
ing to about two thoufand and thirteen men, in- 
fantry and cavalry, lay in camp on the banks of 
the Coleroon, at the diftance of forty miles from 
Tanjore. Colonel Braithwaite, fituated in an 
open plain, was evidently expofed to the ene- 
my’s cavalry ; though apparently fecured from 
any fudden attack, by feveral large and deep 
rivers which lay between him and Hyder-AUy, 
who was at a confiderable diftance. But Hyder, 
apprized of thefe circumftances, determined to 
cut off this detachment, as he had done that 
under Colonel Baillie. 


Tippoo Saib, accompanied by Monfieur Tal- 
ly, with four hundred French infantry, marched 
on this enterprize, at the head of twenty thou- 
1 ** fand 


ill 


i A 
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land troops of his own, one half of which was 

cavalry. With this formidable army, and 

twenty pieces of cannon, he fuddenly furrounded 
the Englilh, unprepared, and unable to refill: 
him. Colonel Braithwaite, on the approach of 
Tippoo, endeavoured to march off to Tanjore, 
or fome other place of fafety. Superior num- 
bers on the fide of the enemy rendered this im- 
poffible, and brought on an a&ion, which was 
continued from the 1 6th to the 18th day of Fe- 
bruary. For the fpace of twenty-fix hours, an 
unremitted fire of cannon and fmall arms was 
fupported on both fides. The Englilh com- 
mander, attacked in every quarter, that he 
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promifes, by threats, by ftripes, and fugitives flain \ 

with his own hands.— They advanced repeated- 
ly to the charge, but were as often repelled by . 
the ihowers of grape lhot and that of mufquetry. 

The moment they were driven back, the Bri- 
tifli cavalry, rufhing forwards from the center 
of the fquare, through openings made by our 
well-difciplined troops, for that purpofe, purfued 
them with heavy and unrefifted execution to 
a due didance, and then returned to their 
proper dations. But at lad, when great num- 
bers of our men had fallen, and thofe who re- 
mained were worn down with wounds and fa- 
tigue, MonfieurLally, at the head dr liis Four 
hundred Europeans, with fixed bayonets, fup- 
ported by feveral battalions of infantry, and 
flanked by prodigious numbers of cavalry, 
marched with fleady refolution to attack that 
fide of the fquare which had been mod expofed 
and differed mod in the aftion. Our exhauded 
fepoys, unable to repulfe the onfet of fuch a 
body of Europeans coming frefli into adtion, 
daring, from the vad army that fupported them, 
and confident of fuccefs, were indantly thrown 
into confufion. The enemy’s cavalry rufhed in 
amongd our difordered troops. A dreadful 
carnage enfued ; nor would one have remained 
of this unfortunate body of men to report the 
fate of his friends, if the humanity of an Eu- 



ropean 
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ropean officer had not been oppofed to the bar- 
barous fury of Afiatic conquerors. Monfieur 
Lally loft not a moment in putting a flop to 
the effufion of blood. The French troops rea- 
dily obeyed his orders. But it was not till the 
fword of the Commander was dyed with the 
blood of five individuals, among his native 
troops, that they ceafed to indulge their favage 
furv. Colonel Braith waite, with nineteen offi- 


Jan. 31. Arrived prifoners two hundred and 
fifty Carnatic children. 

Feb. 5. The Verduvalla, at our requeft, 
waited on the Keeladar, to acquaint him that 
we wiftied to fee him, or fome head perfon, in 
order to lay before him our miferabk fitua- 
tion, being in want of medicines, and nearly 
two years in irons. 

6 . Vifited by the fecond Myar, who ordered 
Lieutenant Sampfon’s irons to be taken off, on 
account of his indifpofition. 


Lieutenants Lindfey and Maffey put in irons, 


Sid Abram (our black Commandant), by 
the defire of the whole, requefted of the Myar 
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26. Removed to Myfore, Captain Rumley, 
Lieutenants Frazer and Sampfon : poor Samp- 
fon was exceedingly ill of an ague at the time 
he left us. — W e made up a fmall fum of forty 
gold fanams for him : ftrange are the conjec- 
tures concerning the fate of thefe three gentle- 


to deliver the following particulars to the Ke?- 
ladar. ' 


1 ft. That we had been in heavy irons for 
near two years. 2d. That we had no medicines, 
nor were even allowed to purchafe any for the re- 
lief of the lick. 3d. That we might 
one bottle of pia arrack, for the ufe of the 
only, and to be kept always in charge of 
centinel, 4th. That our allowance of a fanam 
per day was too fmall. 5th. That Mr. Skar- 
don might be put on the fame allowance as 
whole of us, he at prefent receiving only fix 
cafh, one feer of rice, half of doll, a little cur- 
rey-ftuff and ghee per day. To thefe we 
ceived no anfwer. 


Feb. 14. Muttered by the Myar, who 
cularly examined our irons. 




... March i. Received a letter rrom Brunei 
Braithwaite : he and Enfign Holmes are allowed 
one fanam per day each- Colonel Braithwaite 
having reprefented to us their miferable fituation, 
we raffed by public fubfcription feventy goldfa- 
nams, and have defired the Colonel to convey, if 
poffible, part of the above fum to Captain Leech, 
who, we underftand, is ftarving on fix calh per 
day : this unfortunate man was taken at Pud- 
delotah, thirty miles from Trichmopoly, and 
is now confined along with two Serjeants and 


A letter fent to the circumcifed Euro. 
I few davs ago, and received the follow- 


anfwer. 


« Dear Gentlemen and Countrymen, 

“ Your note we received, but forry we' are 
« to tell you, that little fatisfa&ion we can give 
« you ; no farther than to acquaint you that, 
« Nagram is ours. Captain Rumley and two 
“ more officers were fent to My fore. Gentle- 
ee men we are fore oppreft, againrc our will, to 
£C do as we do. You mention in Y our DOte a ^ out 
“ letters for the Carnatic, which we do not 
“ underftand. Our army is about nine days 
,f march from this. Meflrs. Speediman, Rut- 
“ lidge, a Serjeant Major, and another Sege^nt, 
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e< are all in irons at Gunjum Pett, for attempt- 
“ ing to make their efcape.” 

March 14. Mahomed Ally, a General in 
Tippoo’s fervice, encamped fix miles to the 
northward of this, on his way to Nagram. — * 
His party eonfifts of five hundred French, two 
battalions of topafies, five battalions of fepoys, 
three thoufand horfe, with feveral guns. 

Sent Colonel Braithwaite thifty-four fanams, 
which we raifed with the utmoft difficulty. 


March 22. Arrived the reliques of the late 
Hyder-Ally Cawn, and interred in the Loll 
Bang garden, one mile eaft of the fort. 

25. Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 
waite, wherein he informs us that he has only 
received fixty fanams. A Verduvalla who was 
over the Colonel at this time, attended our pri- 
fon, on account of his indifpofition ; confequent- 
ly we thought this a favourable opportunity 
to remit the money, and accordingly entrufted 
him ; but found, to our forrow, that he kept 
up forty fanams and two letters, 

April 1. Colonel Braithwaite having pointed 
out a channel of correfponding with Tanjore, 
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and milling to have fifty fanams tranfmitted to 
him for that purpofe, we have raifed that futii 
by fubfeription, and fent it him, together with 
a lift of" oar names, in order that they may be 
forwarded to our friends. 


Received the. following letter from, fomc of 
theEuropean Muffulmen. 


“ Dear Gentlemen, 

“ We intend to avail ourfelves of the firft 
£t opportunity to efcape, as we would foorier die 
“ than remain in this rafeal’s fervice. If you 
“ fhould be releafed before we put this fcheme in 
ec execution, pray be fo good as to confider our 
<c ; rftifer&IBt ~ 


May i—2. Salutes fired, on account- of feme 
favourable news received from Nagram, ‘and 
fugar given to the inhabitants (guards go about 
with baikets full of fugar, diftributing it like 
Roman dolls, among the people) and drums 
beating, in confequence of our having loft Na- 
gram. 


May 6. The perfon who engaged with Colo- 
nel Braithwafte to tranfaft the correfpondence 
with Tanjore, has declined to execute it. 
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16. The whole of us have fubfcribed half a 
fanam each per month to Captain Leech, which 
puts him on a level with us, as we underfland 
he is in a moil wretched fituation. 

June 20. Received the following letter from 
Brigadier-General Mathews, who arrived pri- 
foner here the 27th of May, 1783. 

“ I am forry for the misfortune of my friends. 
(C Rumley is dead. Fetherftone was killed. I 
“ was a Brigadier-General and Commander in 
“ Chief on the Malabar coaft. Mangalore has' 
“ a very good garrrfon, and I think will hold 
“ out till relieved from Madras. Our fleet is 
“ fuperiorto the French in India. Our army 
vidorious in the Carnatic ; likewife in the 
“ Cuddapa country. Lang, a Brigadier-Gene-" 
“ ral, has taken Corrore, and has ten thoufand 
“ good men under him. Our affairs wear a 
“ tolerable afpedt. The Marrattas have made 
K a peace and alliance with us. I had three 
“■ hundred Europeans and eight hundred fepoys, 
“ effedive, at Nagram, called alfo Bedanore, 
“ and made a treaty with Tippoo, which he 
<£ broke, plundered us, and made us clofe pri- 
<c foners. I think that Tippoo wifhes for a 
* £ peace with us, and that fomething towards it 
iC may take place in November. I am ufed ill, 
H 2 “ bu £ 
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“ but< mot in irons. I have neither pen, ink, 
“ nor paper, and it is dangerous to correfpond. 
t “ All the ftrong forts are in our poffefllon. I 
“ took the whole Malabar coaft. I brought 
“ from Bombay four hundred Europeans and one 
, “ thoufand fepoys, and was afterwards joined by 
„ “ the Calicut army. The number of places taken 
“ by me required all my troops to garrifon, and 
** I had not any fupport from any place. We 
“ knew not of your fitUation : if 1 had known 
“ it,; 1 fhould not have been a prifoner. Ge- 
** neral Stewart commands at Madras* The 
“ troops that the French landed have been de- 
** feated. For myfelf and two European fer-« 
‘•‘•vanftSiu.and one black, I am allowed one fa- 
sc nam- and a half per day, with one feer of 
“ meat, three feer of bad rice, and one of ghee. 
“ I am compelled to receive what they give, 
“ and not allowed to buy any other from' the 
“ bazar. I cannot procure any thing but thro’ 
“the Hircarrah. Should any thing happen to 
“ my life, I wifh you to remember, that the 
“ Company owe me, for money advanced by 
“ me during my command, thirty-three thou- 
Tfand rupees, befides all my pay, and allowance 
“'due from the time of my arrival in India.— * 
<( The troops that were with-me are fome in the 
“ N abob ? s- fervice ; the reftfent in irons todiffe- 
rent parts-of the country. 

« RICHARD MATHEWS.” 

4^'^^ Saw 
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'May 30. Saw the European Muflulmen at 
drill this morning on the parade ; they gave us 
the compliment of the falam. 

June 4. In honour of his Majefty’s birth- 
day, we had for dinner two quarters of dewed 
mutton, with a bread pudding ; and drank his 
health in pure water. 

July 1. Repeated applications to the Kee- 
ladar, in order to have feveral gentlemen’s 
irons taken off, on account of their legs being 
fwelled, and otherwife indilpofed, but without 


-Jv restrxV: ■?* 


■fuccefs. ,1 * - . -V, 

-id '' . j. , ... 1 •' . 

Railed by fubfcription twenty fanams, which 
we have given to the wafherman for bringing 
General ^Mathews’s letter. See. 

*23. The whole of us have fubferibed one 
‘dab each for the Dodtor’s medicine box*; This 
we do occafionally. 

Received a letter from Colonel Braithwaite, 
qf- which what follows is an extraft. 

* 4 J - ' . . ‘ 1 * . ' .. ' 

“ As we bum all your letters,’ we could be 
glad you would fend the names of thofe herbs 
good for fore legs. Captain Leech’s are fwelled, 
H £ and 
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“ and, yery fore : he has no covering for them 
“ but old rags, from whence I conjecture that 

« his w will let no cloth be bought for 

« him ; therefore it would be an a & of charity, 
te if, amongft you, you would make up for him 
“ four fuits of Ihirts and drawers, and deduCt 
« the money out of his next month’s fupply . 
“ you can fend them from, time to time- by the 
“ waiftcoat wafherman.” 


July 24. Our fervants, m going tor water 
this evening, accolted a Subadar for news.— 
This man was formerly in our fervice. Hede- 
fxred the fervants to give his particular falam to 
us, and tell us to keep up our fpirits, for that 
we would very foon be releafed, 
i r.’\ r-.-v -ri ; ' > ' ■ , 

Sid GofForr, who was a Commandant of a 
battalion of Zebundy fepoys, and taken prifoner 
in the Tanjore country, is appointed Comman- 
dant to a regiment of cavalry, and allowed, a 
palanquin. This is a particular mark of Tip- 
poo’s favour, as no one is permitted to make 
life of a palanquin, unlefs by exprefs orders from 
the Nabob. Sid Gofforr, previoufly to his ap- 
pointment, fent for his wife and children, as 
pledges -of his fidelity. 

■ ? . * 1 ■ * ♦ 4 ; ; 
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This is a piece of policy very common among 
all the princes of India. If any perfon is diftin- 
guilhed by fortune, by connections, or by any 
trull under government, care is taken that his 
family, or thofe who are molt dear to him, ihall 
be placed under the immediate obfervation of 
the prince, or the minifter in whom he confides. 
The head men, as they are called, of different 
villages, quarters of towns, &c. keep regifters 
of all families of any note within their dis- 
tricts. 

At five o’clock, P. M. received intelligence 
of a pr-ojeCt contrived in order to reinltate the 
King of Myfore, How dangerous foever this 
eonfpiracy might appear to be, yet every mem- 
ber at firll appeared Heady and undaunted. 

The parties who entered into this plot, were the 
Inchivalla, head poft-mafter to Tippoo Saib, and 
keeper of the privy feals ; the Prime Minifter 
of the old King of Myfore ; two Subadars ; and 
nine other head men. One of the Subadars had 
the command of one hundred men : the other 
had been a Subadar in Captain Keating’s bat- 
talion, and taken prifoner at the fall of Amboor, 
a garrifon in the Carnatic. The whole of the 
confpirators affembled feveral times, and after 
matters were arranged, they each fwore folemn- 
Jy to obferve fecrecy. Letters were then dif- 




The firft objed of the confpirators was, to 
have made fure of the Keeladar, the head My- 
ar, and Afoff Cawn ; thefe three were to have 
been inftantly put to death : their next, to have 
teleafed all the European and other pftfoners, 
and then to have murdered the whole of Afoff- 
Cawn’s battalion, the fepoys of that corps hav- 
ing charge of all the prifbners, magazines, 
gates, &c. 


Aug. 8. A current report that we are all to 
be burned, as a retaliation for the lofs Tippoo 
has fuftained on the Malabar coaft. 


Tippoo’s fon, a lad about eight years of age, 
frequently takes an airing on horfeback, in a 


patched to our army, at that time in the Combi- 
tore country, theMarrattas, and Corakees, requir- 
ing their affiftance. Every thing promifed file- 
cefs. They then agreed to difperfe for the pre- 
feu^ and to meet at the general rendezvouz 
about feven the fame evening: but unfortu- 
nately for them, and likewife for all the prifo- 
ners, the Subadar who had the command of the 
hundred men inftantly went to the Keeladar and 
informed him of the whole plot. Guards were 
ordered, and the whole party fecured and thrown, 
into dungeons. 


mmtir AND StrPFEUIWGS 
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ftreet adjoining to our prifon : which ftreet, fince 
the plot has been difcovered, is lined with cen- 
tinels, and no one is allowed to pafs or repafs. 


On this occaiion we peeped eagerly through 
fonae fmall apertures we had found means to 
make, or to improve a little, in the walls of our 
prifon. The young Sultan was mounted on a 
beautiful managed Arabian horfe, finely capari- 
foned. He was attended and preceded by a 
number of people, fome of whom bore up his 
umbrella, others fanned his face, others pro- 
claimed his rank and high defcent. At one 
particular place by which he paffed and re- 
paired, two elephants were ftationed to pay 
their compliments to the young prince among 
the reft of his adorers. The creatures were not 
oply taught to kneel at his approach, and Ihew 
other marks of obedience, but to fan his face 
as he went along, with fans which they grafped 
and wielded with their trunk or probofcis. 


Aug. ii. An addition to our guard of two 
troopers, and the Myar has vilited our prifoa 
three times this morning, with orders to the 
guards to be particularly vigilant. 

Aug. 14. A moft melancholy light this morn? 
ing : one of the confpirators ftripped .naked, 

and 



v ; 

av ; : 


IMPRISONMENT ANn SffRFERINGS 


and dragged to death at an elephant’s foot. In 
the afternoon, two more of them, with their 
nofes and ears cut off, riding on jack-affes, were 
hanged at the north gate of the fort. 


17. The walherman acquaints tig that Gene- 
ral Mathews is put in irons. 


19. Our Havaldar fays peace is making. 


23. Received the following from Colonel 
Braithwaite. 


“ Juft as I had fent my difpatch to General 
“ Mathews, his fervants were brought to Leech’s 
“ guard, where they now are, confined with 
“ him and the Serjeant. They have half a fa* 
“ nam a-day between them ; and the General, 
“ I fuppofe, is reduced to one : they ware 
“ ftridly examined by the Keeladar as to what 
“ the General’s converfation turned upon ; par* 
“ ticularly if the Englilh did not want to make 
“ peace. The walherman has informed me, 
“ that my letters were fafely delivered to the 
“ General. The General is out in irons.” 


We hear that eleven thoufand horfe have 
died in Tippoo’s camp fince his arrival on the 
. i'ff' Malabar 


i I 
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Malabar coaft, many elephants and camels, and 
a vail number of bullocks; and that his army 
in general is very fickly. 

This day a lift was made out of the follow- 
ing articles, fabricated by the Fnglifh officers, 
prifoners with Hyder-Ally-Cawn, and Tippoo 
Sultan Bahadar, in Seringapatam. 

Hats of leather. 

Caps, of coarfe dungeree. 

Stocks of ditto. 

Neckcloths of ditto. V ; V ■_ ■ 

Banyan Hurts, ditto. . 

Jackets, ditto. ■; •, ■’ < ; 

Waiftcoats, ditto. 

Trowfers, ditto. 

Socks, ditto, 

- Buttons of thread. 

Tables of Bamboo, and covered with a mat. 
Stools of ditto. 

Cots of Bamboo, by the means of an old knife, 
converted into a faw ; the cot laihed with 
coir rope, made from the cocoa nut. 

. Bird cages of Bamboo. 

Trunks of ditto, 1100 pieces in one trunk. 
Rat traps of ditto. 

Squirrel traps of ditto. 
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-Forks of ditto. 

Backgammon tables of ditto. 

Dice, fawn with an old knife ; the ivory ac- 
quired by Health in the bazar. 

Chefs-boards, of paper and cloth. 

Cards, two folds of paper, and one of cloth, 
palled together with thick conjee, and po- 
lilhed with the jaw-bone of a lheep. 

Ink, of lamp-black, with .a little guiri wa- 
ter. One chatty was placed over the head 
of another, to collect the finoke of the 
taper or wick of a lamp, which was fwept 
off every day. 

Pens of fowl quills. 

Paints, brought in by Health,— indigo, red 
■wool, and turmerick. 

Aug. 25. Troops and guns arrived from 
Tippoo’s camp, all corroborating the accounts 
of peace. 


27. Our Paymafter lays, that thirty heavy 
guns are arrived here, in confequence of peace. 
— This good man feems to take a pleafure in 
giving us any information that may contribute 
to eafe our lituation. 


Sept. 1. Saw forty of the European Mufful- 
men at drill. Vifited by the Myar, and a Cir- 
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car Bramin, who took all our names, with the 
rank, corps, and monthly pay of each. 

8. The wafherman gives us the melancholy 
accounts of General Mathews’s death. He died 
the 7th inftant; and at the time he departed this 
life he was in irons. The walherman further in- 
formed us, that he had not changed his linen 
for twenty days, on account of his knowing tha 
the Keeladar had mixed poifon in the vi&uals 
he daily fent him. It appeared, indeed, from 
the treatment that the General at firft met with, 
that Tippoo meant to ufe unfair, means with 
him. Had he intended to ufe him agreeably 
to his rank, lie ought to have allowed him his 
ftaff to accompany him during his confinement : 
but fo far from that, that he firft broke a fo- 
lemn treaty with the General and his officers. — 
The General was then feparated from the whole 
of his little captive army, brought here under a 
ftrong guard, thrown into a filthy dungeon ; his 
baggage, cot, and every thing of the fmalleft 
confequence taken from him ; his fervants re- 
moved, and he himfelf thrown into heavy irons ; 
and at laft, to put a finilhing ftroke to the hor- 
rid fcene, he was difpatched by poifon. 


The General, when he learnt, from a combi- 
nation of fufpicious circumftances, as well as 
l hints 
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Knits 2 '' *§? fall from thbfe that were occafionally 
about his perfon, that it was the Sultan’s inten- 
tion to cut him oft by poifon, refufed to tafte 
of the victuals that was fent to him at ftated 
times from' the KeeladarV Some' of the guards, 
and even the fervants who carried the poifoned 
vi&uals,. took compaffion on the General, and 
gave him now and then a little of theirs. The 
HavaMar, who had the charge of the General, 
connived at thefe ads of humanity at firft, and 
manifeiled fyptoms of uneafinefs and diffatif- 
fadion with the part affigned to him in the fcene 
going forward. But this officer, when it was 
found that General Mathews Kill protraded his 
mlferabie exiftence, was fent for by the Keeladar, 
who told him that the General’s life, if much 
longer continued, mull be paid for by the Ha- 
valdarY death. Upon this the Havaldar com- 
municated his orders, with the threats that ac- 
companied them, to his unfortunate prifoner, 
who now had no other alternative than that 
of perifhing by famine or by poifon. The anxi- 
ous love of life maintained, for fevcral days, a 
itruggle with the importunate calls of furious 
hunger. Thefe, however, prevailed in the iffue 
of the conteft. He eat of poifoned food, and 
he drank too, whether to quench the rage of in- 
flamed third, or to drown' the torments of his 
foul in utter inflnfibiiity, of the poifoned cup. 

. ■- Within 


* 
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Within fix hours after this fatal repaft, he was 
found dead. This is a faithfbl and true account 
of the death of Lieutenant-General Mathews, 
which has been fet forth in various ways. The 
manner in which thefe particulars were brought 
to light was this : — The death of the General 
being reported to the Keeladar, it was mentioned, 
on that occaiion, that a brafs bafon was found 
in his prifon, with fome writing on it ; which 
muft have been done with a fork he had with 
him. This was brought to the Keeladar, and 
read and interpreted by an European who had 

engaged in the Sultan’s fervice. 

* < sit r ftj * vr? 

The Pay mailer tells us that peace is broke off, 
and that the Commandants of horfe and infan- 
try, cantoned in this vicinity, have received or- 
ders to recruit men with the utmoft expedition,. 

Sept. 9. The walherman fays, that imme- 
diately on his delivering General Mathews’s 
linen to the Circar, it was tore to pieces and 
thrown into the llreets. 



18. The head Derroga of the Haves, who 
vifits the Keeladar daily, is attended by nine of 
the European Have-boys who have been circum- 
ched ; each of them having a filver pearl in 

their 
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-t&eir.Ti^it ear,, this being a badge of flavery 
amongft the Mahometans. 

Sept. 19. The head Derroga appeared this 
evening on the terrace of Tippoo Saib’s houfe, 
which has a flat roof, with one turret at each 
corner, attended by five of the European flave- 
boysv On h-is perceiving us in the yard of our 
prifon, he immediately called the unfortunate 
victims to the edge of the houfe, and particu- 
kriy pointed us out to them. — They were fo 
very much affected that they burft into tears, and 
retired. The Derroga again brought them, and 
fpoke to them in a very ferious manner : we 
were not near enough to hear the converfation. 
--It was the horror that the boys felt at the 
thought of being for ever fhut out from the 
fociety of their countrymen, and the hope of 
returning to their country, that wrung their 
tender fouls with anguifli. The pain they felt 
was merely of this focial kind, for, as far we 
could judge from appearances, or from con- 
curring reports, they were not fubje&ed to 
any fpecies of toil or drudgery, or to ill ufage 
of any fort. They were, on the contrary, well 
clothed and fed, and fupplied with every accom- 
modation that was either neceflary or conveni- 
ent. They were lent to fchool, to be inftruAed 
in the Perfian language, in arithmetic, and al- 
gebra j 


'M 
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jgebra ; and in general they were trained up in 
ell the knowledge and accomplittiments of the 
country, being intended for the houfehold of the 
.jRultan, and to be about his perfon. The officers 
to whofe care they were entrufted by the monarch, 
had drders to treat them kindly, and to tell them, 
that being weaned from their attachment to the 
countries beyond the great ocean, and initiated 
jn the religion of the holy Prophet, they would 
become the Sons of the Sultan, who would not 
fail to eheriffi, to beftow his confidence, ahd pro- 
mote them in his iervice according to their merit, 


■ Nor were thefe - fair propfifes a# expreffions 
of kindnefs on the part of the Sultan, altoge- 
ther infincere pr affe&ed, In India, where the 
human chara&er poflefles great fenfibility of 
temper, ideas of adoption are quite familiar 
among the people : apd the young ones that 
are adopted, dependent on the bounty, and obe- 
dient to the nod of the adopting parents, are 
embraced with all that affe&ion which is ufually 
ffiewn to real children. It was in this fpirit 
that Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, hav- 
ing reduced Judsea and carried the people cap- 
tive into his own dominions, “ Spoke unto Af- 
te phenaz the matter of his eunuchs, that he 
'“■fliould bring certain of the children of Ifrael, 
(( 4ndpf the King's feed, and of the Prince’s chil- 
I “ dren 
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“ dreii in whom there was no blemtfli, but well 
“ favoured, and fkilful in all wifdom, and- cun* 
“ ning in knowledge, and underftanbirig fcience, 
“ and fuch as had ability in them to ftasid in the 
ee King’s palace, and to whom they might teach 
“ the learning and the tongue of the Chalde- 
“ ans. And the King appointed them a daily 
“ provifion. of the King’s meat, and of the 
“ wine which he drank : fo nomrilhing them 
“ three years, that at the end thereof they might 
“ ftand before the King.— Among thefe were 
“ of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, 
“ Mifliael, and Azariah ; unto whom the prince 
te of the eunuchs gave names : for he gave unto 
“ Daniel the name of Beltefliazzar ; and to Ha- 
“ naniah, of Shadrack , and to Mifliael, of Me- 
“ Ihech ; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego.”* 

As a refemblance may thus be traced between 
the fituation of the Tons of Judah under Nebu- 
chadnezzar and thofe of Great Britain under 
the Indian Monarch, fo alfo we difcern an affi- 
nity between the feelings and emotions to which 
tliofe unfortunate fituations gave birth. The 
tears and other figns of melancholy which were 
manifefted to our view by the European Have- 
boys in the midft of eafe and plenty, in the pa- 
lace of a King ! recalled to our thoughts how 


* Daniel x. 
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natural it wasfor the Jews of old, “ To hang 
“their harps on the willows, to fit down by 
“ rivers of Babylon, and to weep when they 
<£ remembered Zion.*” 


Sept. 23. The Paymafter allures us that 
peace is certainly made. 

26. Saw fome of the European llave-boys 
on the top of Tippoo Saib’s houfe : they paid 
us the compliment of the falam, made many 
melancholy fignals with their hands, lhed a Hood 

of 1 tears, .and retired. w,, ...*•»■ : 


27. The annual Gentoofeafl: commenced this 
evening, which was continued, according to 
cuftom, for nine days. The King of My fore 
made his appearance in a veranda, in front of 
his palace, about feven o’clock. It is only on 
occafion of this anniverfary that he is vifible to 
his nominal fubjedfcs. 


This young Prince, in whofe name the family 
of Hyder-Ally, who affume only the title of re- 
gentj Cftrry on the adminiftration of government, 
is allowed for himfelf and his family, an annual 
penfion of one lack of rupees. He is treated 
with all thofe marks of homage that are paid 
1 2 to 

* Pftlm cxxxyjlL 
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to crowned heads. In his name proclamation 
is made of war and of peace, and the trophies 
of victory are laid at his feet. Like Kings, too, 
he has his guards : but thefe are appointed, and 
commanded by the ufurper of his throne, whofe 
authority and fafetydepend on the Prince’s con- 
finement. Yet fuch is the reverenpe that is paid 
by the people of Myforeto the blood of their 
antient Kings, and fo formidable tire they ren- 
deredjeven in their prefent ftate of fubjedtion, to 
the moft vigorous character as well as powerful 
Prince in the peninfula of Hindoftan, by, their 
numbers, and the extent of their cities, efpeci- 
ally of Seringapatam, the capital, which would 
facilitate their intercourfe and co-operation, if 
any common principle or caufe fhould fpread the 
flames of, difcoptent and infurredfipij, that it is 
thought expedient .by. the prefent government, 
not to cut off the hereditary Prince, of Myfore, 
according to the ufnal policy of defpots, but to 
adorn him with the pageantry of a crown, to 
furnifli him with all that is neceffary to a life of 
fenfual pleafure, to immerfe him in vOluptuouf- 
nefs, to unnerve his mind, and at ftated times 
to prefent him, a royal puppet, to the view and 
acclamations of his people. 


The fpacious palace in which the young Kjpg 
of Myfore refides, ffands in a large fquare, in 

..... , - . the 
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,the very center of Seringapatam, in an angle of 
which our prifan was alfo fituated. Hence we 
had aii opportunity of enjoying the fight of this 
annual feftival, in which we were indulged dur- 
ing the whole time that it lafted. The Prince, 
who is quite black, but exceedingly comely, ap- 
peared, as is already mentioned, in a royal ve- 
randa or open gallery, in front of his palace.— 
The curtains with which the gallery was hung 
being drawn up, difcovered the King feated on 
a throne, with numerous attendants on each 
hand ; fome of whom fanned him, others feat- 
ured perfumes on his long black hair, and on 
his clothes, and others pfefcnted his hooker, 
repl'enilhed from time to time with betel and 
other narcotics. The veranda was decorated 
with the fined: hangings, and refplendent with 
precious (tones, among which a diamond of im- 
menfe fize and value, Ihone with diftinguifhed 
luftre. On a flage, extended in the open fquare, 
along the front of the palace, muficians, balla- 
dieres, and a fpecies of gladiators, entertained 
the King with his train, in the gallery, and the 
• multitude that filled the fquare, with mufic, 
dancing, tumbling, wreftling, mock engage- 
ments, and other pantomimical diverfions. The 
ladies of his Majefty’s haram, as well as the 
European prifoners, were, on this occafion, in- 
dulged with greater freedom than ufual, being al- 
J' 3 : ; ::v% lowed 
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lowed to enjoy the fpedtacle through lattice win- 
dows, as. well as the other fubje&s of Myfore. 
They were not black, but fair, and exceedingly 
handfome. Their number feemed to be-from for- 
ty to fifty. — The girls of Hyder’s feraglio, who 
were maintained by Tippop in their ufual refi- 
dence, after his death, amounted to the number 
of five hundred. 


The King having fat motidnlefs in great ftate 
for feveral hours, role up, when he was about 
to retire, and advancing to the edge of the gal- 
lery, ihewcd himfelf to the people, who honoured 
him with marks of the mod profound and even 
fuperftitious veneration. The curtains then 
dropt, aid his Majefty retired to the inner parts 
of the palace, with his women. 

As the febjedt of Eaftern harams naturally 
excites curiofity in Europeans, the Writer of this 
Journal may perhaps gratify the curiofity of 
lbme of his readers, and relieve the fdnnm nf 
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whole court was eftablilhed in another part of 
the country. This delegated power he had 
fwayed for a long courfe of years, with advan- 
tage to himfelf, but without oppreffmg the peo- 
ple. A report had been fpread that he had be- 
come exorbitantly rich : in confequence of 
which, the Prince his mailer, agreeably to the 
manner of Ealtern defpots, recalled him from 
his government to the city where he had fixed 
his throne, that he might plunder him of the 
wealth which he had acquired among his dis- 
tant fubje&s. 



turn home, was ftruck with all thofe apprehen- 
fions which trouble and diftrad the deputies, of 
Afiatic Chiefs and Princes in fimilar fituations. 
To conciliate the favour of the tyrant by pre- 
fents, to pacify him by a liberal lhare of the 
fpoil, is the meafure" which prudence naturally 
didates to the Viceroy, who cannot appeal to 
any other law than the will of the Sovereign.— 
But nothing lefs than the whole is commonly- 
found fufficient to gratify the rapacity of the 
Prince himfelf, or thofe about his perfon. Nay 
the whole is not always enough to redeem the 
poiTeffor from imprifonment, torture, and death. 
For fame exaggerates the utmoft amount of his 
fortune. The more he gives, the greater the 
I 4 ftorc 
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ftore is. fuppofed to be from which he gives it.. 
A confiderable hoard is thought {till to remain s 
and in order to wreft this imaginary treafure 
from the hands of the miferable owner, every 
inftrument of terror is employed that cruel in- 
genioufnefs can devife* 


The perfon whofe hiftory has given occafion 
at prefent, to thefe obfervations, was fully aware 
of the extreme danger of his fituation ; and in 
the anxiety of his mind, communicated what 
had happened to him to the Englifh officer 
above-mentioned. This gentleman, touched 
with his diftreffes, and fenfible that he would 
irifque all that was delirable or dear to man, if he 
fhould return to his matter, undertook to repre- 
fent his cafe to the Prefidency of —r~, and at the 
lame time to make them fully fenfible how well 
he deferred of the Englifh, to whofe interefts 
indeed he had {hewn an uniform attachment.—* 
This the officer did without delay, and com- 
forted the Governor with the hope of the Com- 
pany’s protection. This Was in fadt readily 
granted. The Governor was invited within the 
boundaries of the Prefidency’s jurifdiftion, with 
affurances of perfect fecurity to his property, 
and fafety to his perfon. 



mw wrj.uEK.5 jx&jj sux-jjitLKs* 

Upon this he moved off with his family, his 
furniture, and his wealth, carried on a number 
of elephants, to the town of - — where he 
pow refides. 


To the -officer who had been the means 
procuring him this afylum, he was anxious to 
ffiew his gratitude by all poffible marks of af- 
fection, efteem, and confidence. He declared, 
that, notwithftanding the difference of their re- 
ligions, he could not help confidering the 
cer as of kin to his family, of which, under 
the common father pf mankind, (that was his ex- 

'§ 

moft mark of confidence and favour he could 
bellow, he invited the Englilh gentleman to his 
Haram, that he might prefent him to his wives 
and family. The gentleman was very 
pleafed with this invitation : but he obfer 
fmiling, that this favour would be a 
againft the laws and cuftoms of his religion, 
which was the Mahomedan. The generous 
Muflulman faid, that there was no reafon 
all the world ffiould be made acquainted with 
Vffiathad paffed between them : and, for the act 
itfelf, if he confidered it as a deviation from 
duty in any degree, he feemed to think it a 
Venial , and light one. 


‘Upon a certain day, then, at the appointed 
hour in the forenoon, the officer went to vifit 
his friend, who received him in a large veftibule, 
attended by a numerous train of fervants. He 
was conduced, by a fpacious and elegant flair- 
cafe, to a gallery that led to the women’s apart- 
ments, called the Haram, and alfo in the Gen- 
too language, the Zenana, Which looks into a 
fpacious garden,’ where the ladies occafionally 
take the benefit of the freffi air, enclofed with 
high walls. In certain apartments, at either end 
of this gallery, there were feveral females whole 
bufinefs it was to wait on the ladies of the Ha- 
ram. As foon as the Englifh officer entered 
within the hall, or what refembled a fpacious 
drawing-room, the whole of the ladies rofe up 
from the rich carpet on which they reclined on 
culhions of the fineft Crimfon velvet, and inclin- 
ing their heads towards the ground, paid him the 
compliment of the falam with inexpreffible be- 
nignity and grace. Four of thele ladies, diftin- 
guifhed by the richnefs of their apparel, and the 
eafe and dignity of their mien, were in the 
rank of wives, one of whom feemed to exer- 
eife a fpecies of authority, to which the others 
paid a ready and chearful deference. The other 
girls, to the number of ten or twelve, fervedas 
concubines to their matter, and in fome refpe£b as 
•handmaids to their miftreffes. — They were all of 
- : . ' , 'them. 
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them, thofe efpecially who were in the honoured 
rank of wives, and defeended from good fami- 
lies, very great beauties. They were well dref- 
fed and highly perfumed : but the exquifite 
comelinefs and elegance of the wives was fet 
off and heightened with coftly jewels,^ which 
adorned their ears and necks, and arms and an- 
cles, and were duck in their thick and long black 
hair, which was braided and turned back in the 
molt graceful manner. 


They were aware that this Granger was to be 
introduced. They had been informed of what 
he had done for; the family, and it was, per- 
haps, in compliance with their folicitations that 
he was admitted to their apartments : for, like 
other females, as afterwards appeared, they pof- 
feffed great curiofity ; and they had never, pro- 
bably, feen, and certainly never before been 
prefent and converfed with a native of Europe ; 
yet, they were not in the lead: abaflied or con- 
ftrained in their deportment. They were per- 
fectly at their eafe, and behaved with great at- 
tention and complaifance to the Englilhman, as 
well as complacency towards each other. They 
invited him, after he was feated on a kind of 
low fopha, to partake of a collation, confiding 
of various delicacies, prefented from time to 
time by female Haves, who did not feem to be 

under 
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fftidor the influence of any fear or awe, but were,' 
oa the contrary, as well as the ladies who Were 
their miftrefles, though refpeaful and fubmif- 
five, unconftrained and chearful. 


The ladies of the Haram, and efpecially thofe 
in the rank of wives, were very inquifitive con- 
cerning the people, the cuftoms, and manners 
of the Fr in gees and efpecially of the Frin- 
gee ladies. One of them afked if England was 
a large country, and how many gates it had. 
This was a hatural enough queftion : for what 
could ihe reafon but from what Ihe knew ? The 
only fpot of ground with which Ihe was at all 
acquainted, was the garden adjoining to the 
Haram, or at mod, the town in which Ihe had 
formerly, or that in which Ihe now refided. 

Another afked him, if it was true that the 
ladies in his country went openly in the ftreets, 
and into mofques, without veils, and in the com- 
pany of the men : and another, whether the men' 
were confined by the law, to one wife. Many 
other queftions were put concerning: European 



concubines of this Mahoraedan Chief were 
not fo much diftinguiflied as many of our 
Jungiifh ladies, by a tafte and proficiency in 
literature. Many of tire higher ranks among 
the Moors, even Princes and PrincelTes, can nei- 
ther ,read- nor write. Y et they cannot be faid to 
be wholly, uncultivated by letters. Their fer- 
vants or Haves, both male and female, inftrudted 
in the arts of reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
fupply the want of thefe accomplifhments to 
their lords and ladies, too indolent, or barba- 
roufly proud, to fubmit themfelves to any occu- 
pation that bears the femblance of application 
and trouble. The. ladies of the Haram that is 
the i'ubject of thefe notes, I underftood, on 
enquiry, were frequently entertained by fongs, 
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sind mofir extravagant tales, in the oriental 
manner, fuch as the Arabian Nights Entertain- 
ments, read to them by their handmaidens. In 
this country the fyftem of the late Lord Chef- 
terfield, who confidered it as beloW a gentleman 
pradtife on any mufical inftrument, is carried to 
its full extent and completion ; for there the 
fine gentlemen and ladies avoid the labour of 
mufical execution, and of arts and fciences of 
every kind. 


The ladies of the Zenana chufe to be fpecta- 
tors rather than aftreffes in the operas exhi- 
bited for their entertainment. Balladieres, or 
dancing girls, a clafs of females, who are allowed 
to be openly proftituted, are generally enter- 
tained in wealthy families, for the amufement of 
the ■women. The attitudes, as well as the 
movements of the Balladieres, are very eafy and 
not ungraceful. Their perfons are delicately 
formed, gaudily attired, and highly perfumed. 
By the continuation of wanton attitudes, they 
acquire, as they grow warm in the dance, a 
frantic lafcivioufnefs themfelves, and communi- 
cate, by a natural contagion, themoft voluptu- 
ous defires to the beholders. 


The Hindoos, as well as the Perfians, Tar- 
tars, and adjoining nations, who have inhabited 
\ ■ - Hin- 
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Hindoftan fince it was conquered by Tamer- 
lane, or Timurbeg, though of different nations, 
religions, laws, and cuftoms, poffefs neverthe- 
lefs, in equal degrees, hofpitality, politenefs, 
and addrefs. In refinement and eafe they are 
fuperior to the people to the weftward of them. 
In politenefs and addrefs, in gracefulnefs of 
deportment, and fpeech, an Hindoo is much 
fuperior to a Frenchman of falhion as a French 
courtier is to a Dutch burgo-mafter. A French- 
man is indeed by no means deficient in eafe of 
carriage; but that eafe is mixed with forward 
familiarity, with confidence, and felf-conceit. 
TEe -,feig^ter 

cajies , are in their demeanour eafy and uncon- 
ftrained, ftill more than even a French courtier ; 
but their eafe and freedom is referred, modeft, 
and refpedtful. A Frenchman is polite becaufe 
he thinks it his honour to be polite : an Indian, 
becaufe he thinks it his duty. The former is 
polite becaufe he regards himfelf; the latter be- 
caufe he refpe&s you. 


■> Their perfons are flraight and elegant, their 
limbs finely proportioned, their fingers long and 
tapering, their' countenances open and pleafant, 
and their features exhibit the moft delicate lines 
of beauty in the females, and in the males a kind 
of manly foftnefs. Their walk and gait, as well 
/ ; i; ’ jiSSVSwiv ' ; 
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as their whole deportment is in the higheft degree 
graceful. The drefs of the men is a kind” of 
olofe -bodied gown, like our women’s gowns, and 
wide- trowfers, refembling petticoats, reaching 
down to their flippers. Such of the women as 
appear in public, have Aiawls over their heads 
andflhoulders, exactly fuch-garments, and worn 
in fach a mariner as- the ; -8bot<ah» pMdsy Abort 
clofe jackets, and tight drawers .which come 
down to their ancles. Hence the drefs of the 
men gives them, in the eyes of Europeans, an 
appearance of effeminacy ; whereas that of the 
women will appear rather mafculine ; fuch is 
the influence of habit and cuftom on human fern 
timents ; an influence which extends not merely 
tomatters oftafte^britj as : the ingenious Dr, 
Sfhith* in : hM 'T'heoryaef^ Md-rai«$e0ments, ob-* 


From the difference of caftes or clafles of the 
people in Hindoflan, I mean the original inha- 
bitants, there ariles a difference of education 
and drefs. But even the inferior clafles are taught 
reading, writing, and arithmetic : the youth are 
taught, not within doors, but in the open air ; 
and -it is a Angular, but not unpleaflng fpedtacle, 
to behold, in every village, a venerable old mattj 
reclined on a terraced plain, teaching anumb^t 
of furrounding boys, who regard hirii with the 


i -- -t - - 





mtmoft reverence and attention, like a lhep- 
herd feeding his flock. In thofe Ample fejni- 
naries, where the want of magnificent halls and 
theatres is divinely compenfated by the fpacious 
canopy of Heaven, the gentle and tractable 
ions of the Hindoos are not only prepared for 
the bufinefs, but inftruded in the duties of life ; 
a profound veneration for the object or objects 
of religious worfhip ; reverence of their parents ; 
refped for their feniors ; juftice and humanity 
towards all men, but a particular affection for 
thofe of their own . 


and nervous. In reading and fpeaking, the Hin- 
doos are very mufical. Their fpeech, like that 
of the Italians, flows in a kind of numbers. — 
There is a dead language, underflood only by 
the iiterati of the country, that is, the priefts, 
called the Sanfcrit language, in which their fa- 
cred volumes are written, even as our iacred 
fcriptures are written in Greek and Hebrew ; 
but whether that language was originally diffe- 
rent from that of the country, or whether it 
has only now become unintelligible to the peo- 
ple, through that change which is incident to 
all living languages, is, j believe, not well 
known. 
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having already obferved, that the genius of 
the Hindoos is rather imitative than inventive, 
I need fcarceiy add, that they have lefs curiofity 
in tlieir nature than the European nations ; 
that they do not vary their fafhions ; and that 
they are not fond of novelty beyond the precinSs 
of their Harams. From the temper and tenets 
of this people, as well as from feveral hints in 
ancient hiftorians, it appears more than proba- 
ble, that the fame kind of garments, of food, 
of furniture, of buildings, and of manners, 
which obtained among their progenitors thou- 
fands of years ago, actually prevails among the 
Hindoo tribes at this day. In like manner, the 
fame profeffions are adhered to by the fame 

fion and fubdivifion of employment and labour ; 

. • • 

the vaft variety of caftes, from the Bramins down 
to the fifherman, is one proof, among many 
others, of the antiquity of the Hindoo nation, 
and their progrefs in the arts. It appears very 
Angular, that the different caftes are not only 
prohibited from intermarrying, but alfo from 
eating with one another, and in fome inftances, 
even from eating of the fame kind of food. 


The food of the Hindoos is fim 
chiefly of rice, ghee, which is a 
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perfe£t butter, milk, vegetables, and oriental 
fpices of different kinds, but chiefly what is 
called in the Eaft, chilly, and in the Weft, green 
or Cayenne pepper. The warrior cafte may eat 
of the flefh of goats, mutton, and poultry, 

which is d refled into curreys and pilaws 

Their greateft luxury confifts in the ufe of the 
richeft fpiceries and perfumes, of which the 
great people are very lavifli. Their drefs, in 
point of richnefs, is proportioned to their fta- 
tions : their pomp and equipage confift in a nu- 
merous retinue of feryants of various denomi- 
nations, who attend all their vifits and excur- 
fiofts ; in the drefles of thofe attendants ; the 
elegance of their palanquins ; and the capari- 
fons of their horfes, camels, and elephants. It 
is fuperfluous to obferve, that in confequence 
of this multiplicity of different ranks, the Hin- 
doos have the higheft ideas of fubprdination, 

’ and 



* Curreys are a kind of fricaffees of mutton, fowl , or fifb ; 
the fauce of which is compofed of dried vegetables, pecu- 
liar to the Eaft, and fine rice, boiled with very little water, 
fatSOduced on a feparate plate : The fauce of the fricafl’ee 
is poured on the rice, and the meat laid above both. The 
pilaw is fine Patna rice dry-boiled, and fried with ghee, 
which has been already deferibed, mixed with various 
fpices, and particularly the cardamon, brought in on a large* 
difh, in which is concealed, amidft the rice, a boiled fowl, 
pr part of a Jsid, or pf a lamb. " 
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t to their fuperiors the fame ready defe- 
and homage, which they expeft thern- 
Ives from their inferiors. 


Their houfes cover much ground, and have 
fpacious galleries and accommodations of various- 
kinds. The apartments are fmall, and the fur- 
niture not very elegant, if we except the richeft 
Perfian carpets. The grandeur of their palaces 
confifts in baths, perfumes, temples, gods, andha- 
rams. The liarams are removed from the front of 
the houfe, and lighted either from a fquare fpace 
in the center of the whole building, or from a 
garden behind, enclofed by thick and high walls, 
with baftions. The ap- 


have jewels on their fingers and about their 
necks, and alfo in their ears and noftrils, with 
bracelets not only on their wrifts, but on their 
arms above their elbows, and on their legs around 
their ancles. 


■ . Although the Hindoos are naturally the raoft 
inoffenfive of all mortals, yet does their huma- 
nity confift more in abftaining from injurious, 
than in the performance of beneficent a 61 ions. 

. There is a wonderful mildnefs in their man- 
ners, and alfo in their laws, which are influenced 
by their manners; by -which the murder of an 

human 
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human creature, and of a cow, are the only 
crimes that are punifhed by death. Yet with, 
all this gentlenefs of difpofition, they are infe- 
rior to the boifterous Europeans, with all their 
vices, in the virtues of compaffion and genera- 
lity. They are wanting in that tendernefs which, 
is the moft amiable part of our nature. — They 
are lefs affected by the diftreffes and dangers, 
and even the accidental deaths of one another, 
than any nation in the old or new world. Yet 
they love to excefs : a proof, either of the in- 
eonfiftency of the human character ; or that 
the amorous paffionis not derived from the no- 
bleft part of our nature. 


Although the pra&ice of Hindoo women burn- 
ing themfelves on the funeral piles of their huf- 
bands, and embracing in the mean time their 
dead bodies in their arms, be not fo general now 
as it has formerly been, yet does it ftilL prevail 
among fom,e of the wives of men of high cafte 
and condition : and although this effort of fran- 
tic love, courage, and ambition, be deemed an ag- 
grandifement of the family and relations of both 
htulhand and wife, but. efpecially of the wife’s, 
yet their friends and relations conftantly endea- 
vour to diffuade the women who declare their 
tefolutions of burning, from carrying them in- 



IMPE-tSOKMEKt AXD SUFFERINGS 


Even the Bramim do not encou. 


practice, 


The caufes which infpire the Hindoo wo, 5 
men with this defperate refolution, are the fol- 


Wf'v . 
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ments from the, Hamms with European gen- 
tlemen ; but thefe are ppt, , in -general, of the 
firft families, nor free, from the imputation of 
loofe behaviour . c 

In the fecond place, if the wife furvive her 
hufband, fine cannot marry again, and is treated 
as an inferior perfbn, and an outcaft from her 
family. Nay, fhe is obliged, in her mournful 
and hopelefs widow-hood ; to perform all the of- 
fices of a menial fervant. 

In the third place, Ihe is flattered with the 


grandifed her children, and her own and huf- 
band’s families. 

Laftly, fine is rendered infenfible to the pains 
and horrors of what fhe is to fuffer, by thofe in- 
toxicating perfumes and mixtures which are 
adminiftered to her after fhe has declared her 
final and unalterable refolution-— I fay her final 
refolution ; becaufe one or two declarations of 
an intention to die with her hufband is not fuffici- 
ent. The ftrength of her refolution undergoes a 
probation. There is a certain time preferibed by 
the Gentoo law, during which her family and 
friends exert their utmoft influence in order to dif- 
fuse her from burning ; and if lhe perfifts in her 

Jv4 're- 
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re&lution to the end of that period, it is not 
lawftrl to ufe any mote perfuaiions with her to 
abandon it. If fire fhould alter her purpofe af- 
ter that period, Ihe would be punifhed with the 
lofs of all caftes, and live in a ftate of the moft 
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fervently embraces. A dofe of narcotic mixtures 
is then adminiftered for the laft time ; and inftant- 
ly the perfon, whofeoffice it is, fets fire to the pile. 

Thus the moft determined refolution, of which 
we can form any conception, is found in the 
weaker fex, and in the foft climes of Afia, It is 
to the honour of that fex and thofe climes, that 
the greateft courage they exhibit, is the effedfc, 
not of the furious impujfes of rage and re- 
venge, but confcious dignity and love, -±: § , 


It might naturally be imagined by an Euro- 

polygamy is general throughout all Afia, would 
regard one another with mutual jealoufy and 
averfion. This, however, is not always, nor-, 
I have been affined, for the moft part, the cafe. 
Though each lady has her own feparate apart- 
ment, they vifit one another with great friend- 
fhip and cordiality; and if they are of the fame 
cafte, will occafionally eat together. The huf- 
band is fometimes reftrained from eating with 
his wives, either by a regard to -cuftom; orj as 
,1 have been informed by fome of the Gentoos 
themfelves, by a precept of their religion. 


-Of thefe obfervations the reader will perceive 
that fome are applicable only to thofe of tb$ 

Gento'o 
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Genfioo religion ; but .without a notion of cep* 
4^9 general cuftoms and fentiments, common 
to all, it would be difficult to form a juft com 
ception of any particular Haram. — With refpeft 
to the Haram that was vifited by an Englifh 
officer, I have only to add, that the children of 
his friend were prefented to him, as well as his 
ladies, and that, at his departure, he was com- 
plimented with a diamond ring by one of them, 
who feemed to be the moft favoured and refped- 
ed Sultana, and with a moft graceful and be- 
nign falam from the whole. The matter of the 
houfe obferved, with a fmile, that he repofed 
perfect confidence in the gentleman’s difcretion. 


I fhall now inform my reader that the Englifh 
officer here mentioned was -no other than the 
Writer of this Narrative. But, as the other par- 
ties are ftill living, it would be improper to men- 
tion names, or be particular as to dates and places, 
— But, it is time to return from the luxury of 
Harams to the horrors of our jail. 


Sept. 28 . Saw forty of the European Haves at 
drill, under the charge of a black (Commandant, 
very dirty and deje&ed, 


A tom-tom went about this evening forbid- 
ding any of the inhabitants to appear, in tbs 
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ftreets after nine o’clock at night, on pain of 
lofing their nofes and ears. 


Orders for a morning and evening gun to be 
fired in all Tippoo’s garrifons. 

Od. i. The two men who were taken at 
Errode in 1768, Spencer and Wilton, paffed 
our prifon this morning, attended by a fentry. 
They were very indifferently drelfed. > 

' ■ . . , 

The Verduvalla of the guard informs us,, that 
a Bramin of Tippoo’s is gone to Madras concern- 
ing peace, and that two companies of fepoys of 
his were in Mangalore, and two of ours in his 
camp. The Verduvalla thinks matters will be 
accommodated, as his mailer’s affairs wear but 
a gloomy afpetl, and that he has no confidence 
in his head men. 


2. Several of our Ihips arrived at Mangalore 
with troops, and news that peace was broken off. 


Three of the men concerned late in the confpi- 
racy, without their nofes and ears, and riding 
pn jackraffes, were hanged this morning. 


3. The wafherman gives us the melancholy 
pews of Rumley, Frazer, and Sampfon, being 
poifoned at Myfore. 
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ij^fSpyfr Shiek Ruftan, Havaldar, who at one 
period commanded the guard of our prifon, and 
one in whom we have great confidence, tells us 
that Rumley, Frazer, and Sampfon, are all poi- 
foned; and recommends us to be particularly cir- 
cumfped in our behaviour, or that we may meet 
with the fame fate. 


5. Comrah, Sepoy, a Tanjore man, formerly 
on our guard, arrived this morning from Kavel 
Drook, and acquaints us that all the officers 
confined there have been poifoned by qxprefs 
orders from Tippoo Saib. He believes there 
Were eighteen or twenty of them. 


i Our worthy friend the Paymafter fays, 
peace is on the eve of being concluded. 


11. Vifited by the Myar; he particularly 
enquired for our black Commandant’s name, as 
alfo the officer’s name who commanded the de- 
tachment in the Tanjore country, taken by Tip? 
poo the 18th of February, 1782. 


1 2. Received a letter by the walherman from 
Colonel Braithwaite, telling us that the wafher- 
man had kept twelve of the fanams which we 
tent for . the ufe of poor Captain Leech as alfo 
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of the Death of Rumley, Frazer, and Sampfon : 
and that many of General Mathews’s officers, 
confined at Kavel Drook, were dead, and the 

reft dying. 

- 

; . 1 - 

The wafherman, who is our conftant toppall, 
or poft, was a Havaldar in Captain Nixon’s 
battalion, and taken prifoner the ioth of Sep- 
tember, 1780, and took fervice in the flyleof 
a wafherman (the men wafh and iron clothes :) 
of courfe we had every reafon to fuppofe he 


though we have made him frequent prefents, 
andpromifed him, on our enlargement, a Jem- 
midar’s commiflion, with a fum of money, pro- 
vided he would not embezzle thofe fanams 
which we, with the utmoft difficulty, railed for 
thofe in extreme diftrefs. 


Colonel Braithwaite applied to the Keeladar 
for a cot to lleep on, but was refufed. 


m 13* Lieutenant Butler at the point of 
death, is allowed, after many applications, to 
have his irons taken off; and feveral other gen- 
tlemen are dangeroufly ill. 


■-*!{; S J, 
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OdL 21. Sid Abram, our black Comman- 
dant, who had been bred up in our fervice, was 
this morning ordered to the kutcheree, and 
there told by the Keeladar that it was Tippoo 
Saib’s orders, that he ihould enter into his fer- 
vice }. as alfo to give information where his wife 
and family were, in. order that they might be 
fent fotj The Keeladar advifed him to take 
fervice without any hefitation, and obferved, if 
he did not, that God only knew what would be 
the confequence. The Commandant was remand- 
ed back to our prifon, and allowed to refle& on 
the bufinefs. ■ 


hfve: : made ; four fcirts and four 

Captain Leech, and have fent them 


fanams. The fanams are put, or worked into 
the buttons of the fhirt, which we have contrived, 
to deceive the waflierman. 


24. Seven European artificers arrived here, 
and forced into Tippoo’s fervice. They were 
felected from thofe men taken at Bedanore qr 
N 2 gram. . ■ ' 
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-efteem, afferiion, and even confidence, corrobo- 
rates the melancholy tidings we had received of 
General Mathews’s officers having, all of them, 
been Carried off by poifon, at Kavel Drook, by 
the exprefs orders of the Sultan ; which, he 
faid. Was owing to the garrifon of Annanpore 
being all of them put to the fword by one of our 
European officers. He warned us of a fearch that- 
was foon to be made in our prifon, for what we 
called contraband goods, fuch as razors, ■&$& 
fars, knives, and other offenfive weapons ; and 
papers, pens, and ink; the means of corre- 


.* *?: uzi 


‘■f i 

3ft -i<£ w. bn 


The Commanding Officer, to whom the in- 
human talk of poifoning our men at Kavel Drook 
was committed, having been often prefent with 
them, and of courfe been moved with compaf- 
fion, fuccefsfujly exerted his influence to be re- 
moved from that ftation. The officer who had 
the charge of our foldiers prifon, at Seringapa- 
tam, was fent for to Myfore, and appointed in 
his Head, with an exprefs charge to carry the 
orders . and directions that had been given for 
poifoning our men, into immediate execution.- — 
This being done, the officer returned to his 
charge of our foldiers prifon at Seringapatam, 
which he occafionally vifited as ufual. Certain 
•’ of our men, who had heard fome furmifes of the 

horrid 



suit 
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horrid purpofe for which he had been abfent, 
and who were moved with the livelieft inquie- 
tude and apprehenfions, ventured to put the 
queftion to him, Why they had To long been 
deprived of the honour of his vifits ? He made 
mot the leaft fcruple to tell them the Ihocking 
builnefs in which he had been employed, apolo- 
gifing, at the fame time, for his conduct, by 
obferving, that-df he had not obeyed orders, he 
would himfelf have been put to death. 


Oct. 29. Colonel Braithwaite has received 
a cot and fome Margoza bark, from the Kee- 
ladar ; and was at the fame time defired to ap- 

I'M” TJmS U tFus 

French Dottor, as alfo to fit on the outfide of 

the prifon door during the time his fervants 

were dreffing his victuals. The Keeladar to 
0 

thefe demands gave an evafive anfwer. 


30. Received the following from Colonel 
Braithwaite. . 


“ Colonel Braithwaite prefents his compli- 
ments to the Gentlemen, has received four 
fhirts, four drawers, for Captain Leech, bu,t 
no pills, meaning fanams, * are to be found. 


* The fanams were put in the buttons ; the walherman 
this time had not an. opportunity of delivering them. 
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£C He begs to know bow they were fent. — 
“ The Colonel takes the liberty to fend them 
“ .3, few lines, by way of epitaph, on his late 
“ friend Satnpfon, which he hopes his friends 
ft will wear in their hearts, as his deftiny de- 
“ nies him a tomb-ftone. It is the only tribute 
“ the Colonel can now pay to the memory of 
“ an officer, whom he brought up and Joved 
* c with parental affe&ion. Should he furvive 
“ his captivity, he will demand his bones and 
“ thofe of the other gentlemen, who have died 
“ here, and carry them to Madras for inter- 
“ meat” 

; r - ■ ■ , ■ r'** 


A youth to fortune, not to fame unknown : 
The former frowned even at his birth. 

The latter furjely mark’d him for her own. 
How great his bravery, let beholders tell : 
Much did he do, and to the laft did try. 
Active, amidft out-numVring foes he Fell — - 
Difabled—too lucklefs then to die l 
A wounded captive in barbarian’s chains ; 
Uncommon rigour mark’d his cruel fate ; 

A tyrant’s caution caus’d his latefjc pains; 

At length he died, a long, long year too Jafe. 
Jbay light upon him earth ; — and may his God 
With mercy meet him, and for ay reward, 

A youth, who in the. walk of honour trod , 
yet fuffer’4 here, alas l a lot too hard. 
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Nov. i . Serjeant Higgins (who voluntarily 
took fervice) with two other European Mufful- 
men, have made off to Mangalore from Nagram ; 
but one of the three was unfortunately detected. 

2. The European Muffulman taken in en- 
deavouring to make his efcape, was ftiot in Tip- 
poo’s calnp ; and fix more of the European Muf- 
fulmen, who were alfo in his camp, are ordered 
to Shittle Drook. 


3. The Europeans given up by the French 
were at drill this morning, and attended' by four 
Havaldars. 


leans who have been fliade Muf- 
Ened iri a' large fquare, and no 

to go out without a fentry. 


A, ' ' 

fulmen are 
one is perm 


Our allowance of one fanam per day, (or ele- 
ven dubs) is reduced to nine dubs and two 
cafh, a lofs of fix cafh each per day ; which af- 
fects us in the moil ferious manner. W e fhall be 
puzzled how to exift. Mr. Skardott has received 
an addition of three cafh per day. 


4. The European Muflultnen, and black 
Haves are given in charge of the black officers of 
cavalry, whom they are to inflrudt in the infan- 
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try duty ; a moll melancholy fight to us. All 
this is owing to Monfieur Suf&ein. 

The Inchivalla, who was the ring-leader in 
the confpiracy, ftill remains in heavy irons, and 

on low diet, ^ 


Nov. 8 . About ten this morning, fifty of 
the European Muffulmen, with firelocks, and 
a bqdy of native troops, efcorted the Keeladar 

to a mofque, one mile Weft of the fort 

They were commanded by a black officer, who 


Banchut* with other expreffions of infolence 
and contempt. 


9. The Paymafter informs us, that Manga- 
lore is given up, in confequence of peace ; that 
Tippoo is to be here in eight days ; and that an 
officer of rank is on his way from Madras, in 
order to receive the prifoners. The Paymafter 
has allured us in the ftrongeft manner, that the 
above information is undoubted, and requefts 
L 2 that 

* Go on, ye Fringees or Franks. 

Bancbut, fignifies literally pudendum fororis tua ! an ex- 
preffion of contumely, pretty familiar to the Blackguards 
of Hindoftan. The Billingfgate of Eaftern nations, in 
general, delights in allufions to the nakednefs of parents 
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that we would, on our enlargement, make him 
a fmall. falam, which he intends to appropriate 
to his daughter’s marriage."* This good map is 


Marriages are contrasted by boys ana giro, auu 
mated as foon as they arrive at puberty ; that is, when th$ 
men are from twelve to thirteen years of age, and the wo- 
men nine or ten. The marriage ceremony is performed 
three times ; once, when the couple are mere infants ; a 
'fecond time, when the gentleman may be about eight or 
nine years old, and the lady five qr fix ; anti the third and 
laft time, at the age I have already fpecified. Between the 
firft and fecond marriage ceremonies, the young couple ate 
allowed to fee one another : they run about and play tq- 
„„ rViiMrpn do ; and knowine they are deftined 
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deferring of every thing we can do f 

he has, on every occafion, Ihewn hui 
9 ' , 

attention towards us. 


Thefe early contra&s are undoubtedly well calculated 
to infpire the parties with a mutual and lafting affe&ion. 
The earlieft part of life is in. every country the happieft * 
and every objed is pleafmg that recalls to the imagination 
that blefTed period. The du&ile minds of the infant lovers 
are eafily twined into one ; and the happieft time of their 
life is alfo dated with the fweet remembrance of their early 
conne&iott. It is not fo with your brides and bridegrooms 
of thirty, forty, and fifty : they have had previous attach- 
ments ; the beft part of life is paft before their union, per- 
haps before they ever faw each other. 
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and a little pia arrack, yet the cruel barbarian 
gave no kmd of affiftance, but allowed ! hifti to 
linger out a life of nailery and wretchednefs. 


Nov. 9. The' fervice was this morning read 
over the late Lieutenant Butler, who 'was car- 
ried out as decently as the prifon would admit 

r • ' ^ . A f - ;■ ■ 

° ’ . ■ ■ -'T ; ;■ 

v : c i ■ ' . i -■ ... ■ ... ... ... 

The Keeladar fent for the effedts of the late 
Lieutenant Butler, confiding of a few old rags. 
The Verdu valla took as much care in examin- 
ing them, as if they had been of the utmoft 
confequence. 


xo. Preparations making, fuch as white- 

order to receive TippOo Sultan Bah'adar. 

Uh’ : , T, 

An officer of rank expe&ed here to-morrow, to 
receive the prifbners; A choultry and pandall * 
fitted up for his reception, one mile nor-th of the 
fort, at a village called 'Soomer Pettah. 


12. The European Muffulmen were at drill 
this morning, and mixed in. the ranks with the 

black 

* A tod of portico For. making the choultry cooler, 
formed by wooden poles, and the leaves and branches of 

trees, ' - *' ' X'fr 
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Hack Haves. They and the black flWes. had 
their right ears bored, in order to wear the Maho- 
jnedan badge of flavery, whiph is a filver pearl. 

Nov. 15. Colonel Braithwaite paffed our pri- 
fbn, on his return' from the Keeladar. He was 
well dreffed, and under charge of one Havaldar 
and twelve fepoys, with fixed bayonets. Seve- 
ral of us were fo rejoiced at feeing hirq, that 
they forgot their filiation, and called put to him 
by naqae, through holes they had bored through 
the wall of the prjfon. The Colonel was afto- 


emotions were fo lively, that they could not be 
reftrained. 


’ Various and uncertain accounts of peace ; one 
moment we are informed that peace is finally 
jepnpluded; the next, there is fighting; and in 
this miferable fituation are we daily tortured with 
alternate hopes and fears, which produce a ftate 
of anxious and painful fufpence. 


■ The Corakees have defeated a party of Tip- 
poo Salb/s troops at Perripatam, nineteen miles 
Weft of this, and a reinforcement of Chaylahs 
and Colleries are ordered from hence to rein- 
force them. . ‘y'V: 

L4 Nov. 
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Nov. 1 6. The reduction of our allowance 
of the iix cafh, has fo materially affedted our 
mode of living, that we are obliged now to 
breakfaft on two caih of conjee and two cafh of 
milk. Two dinners in the week of doll pepper- 
water, each dinner nine calh ; one ditto of kut- 
cheree, twelve calh, two mutton curreys, and 
two foup dinners. 

17. Forty Europeans and two battalions of 
black Haves, with firelocks, (no bayonets) march- 
ed out of the fort at two o’clock in the after- 
noon, in order to be reviewed by the Keeladar ; 
the European flaves were divided in the ranks 
with the Chaylahs, very dirty, and but indiffe- 
rently dreffed. Some had handkerchiefs on their 
heads, others turbans, and from their mid-thigh 
downwards .they Were entirely naked. Surely no 
lituation on earth is equal to theirs : however, 
we flatter ourfelves, that whenever we meet with 
that happy hour of liberty, and their cafe is 
made known, every hep will be taken in order 
to recover them from flavery and Mahomeda- 
nifm. The Europeans and black Haves have all 
a filver pearl in their right ear. 


The Keeladar with the flaves, returned at ele- 
ven this night. 


’ ► i >’ * r '[j.^n ,j , . ' : 


* 
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Nov. 18. Colonel Braithwaite informs us by 
letter, that he has only received twenty fanams 
From the wafherman on account of Captain 
Leech. The wafherman has taken the remain- 
der : this villain’s cunning outreach.es all our 
fchemes. The Colonel and Enfign Holmes’s al- 
lowance reduced to nine dubs and two cafh each 
per day, and Captain. Leech and the Serjeant 
are railed to ten cafh each. The Colonel daily 

fends Captain Leech a fix calh breakfaft. 

* , ' : :r» $$ 'ffi***>«&* 

Five Europeans, handcuffed, arrived prifoners 
from the Durma country. ’ 


15. Received the following from Colonel 
Braithwaite 


ec When I got near the Keeladar’s houfe, a 
. ie man came out in a great hurry and feeming 
** agitation, to fay it was a miftake, and or- 
<f dered me back. In repafling your prifon- 
** houfe, I heard you fay, by G — d there’s Co- 
“ lonel Braithwaite : upon which I anfwered in 
“ fome fuch exclamation. I had a very pleafant 
“ walk, and faw much of the city, which is the 
“ finefl I have feen in India. Soon after I got back 
“ to my dungeon, two or three perfonscame from 
“ the kutcheree, to tell me, whatever clothes 
“ or money I wanted, to aik and 1 fhould have. 

“Ifaid 
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I; laid, whatever the Nabob . allowed . ape I 
Would receive ; if ten, pagodas ,a day I would 
fpend them ; ; , if ten caih, , I .would, live _ upon 


; bs f glad; of. , ^hE^fpieoeSvpf stple^able .qlpj-h 
for, girting :has -been lent me ; they fay a 
taylor is to eome, to-day. . This change in 


“ my work ; but. I ...believe the chaubuck will 
“ teach them. I have ferioully declared I will 
“ not pay- them;” 


Nov. 20. Our good friend Mirtojee fays;, 
that peace is certainly broken off. 


The Commandant a iked the Verduvalla for 


was.very cold, s 


Captain J.udfon has • received thirteen pago, 
das by the hands of an old woman, come. to Se- 
ringapatam in fearch of , her Ton, a fepoy ip csuf 
fervice, which was fent with a letter, by Mrs, 
Judfon, his wife,- .from Tritchinopoly. The 
old woman, ever fince the, fatal battle near Con- 
j ever am,, had, wandered in a continual, ilate, of 
pilgrimage, not being able to,., reft, long, in no® 
placfe, under the anxious and tenderconcern that 
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inwardly preyed ©n her Maternal -bread:. After 
vifiting every place that report -had foggefted as 
the probable feene of her fon’s confinement,' if 
la life, flie at laft made her way to Seringapa- 
&tn, where flie found hunt; and we all of us 
‘paSttife^^ed -in -her joy. The woman faithfully 
•dBHW^d -the tommy which Mrs. Judfon had 
committed to her cafe, to our fervants, whom 
fhe found at the well, where they attended daily 
to fetch water, and which had become a -kind of 
-poft-offiee. Mrs. Judfon, we -Were fsmetimes 
inclined to thirik, -mtift 'have received -by fome 
means or other, a defeription of the well But 


the Goidmanding r ©ffiecr at TritdiiiiOpOly’s not 
taking the fame opportunity of correfpondence 
that was embraced by Mrs. Judfon. The atten- 
tion of Government, indeed, could not well be 
expedhed to equal the cares of maternal and con- 


This is the only letter or money received 
Hyder’s country from our friends. 


' §$ov; 2.1, Captain Judfon receives through 
the old woman a letter from Mrs. Judfon, dated 
the 14th of laft month, in anfwer to one he 
wrote in February laft, acquainting him that he 

might 
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might expect to be fupplied from time to time 
with money, and that there was a talk of peace. 

Nov. 27, The guard that was flationed over 
the unfortunate European officers, prifoners at 
Kavel DroOk, returned here three days ago, and 
gave us the melancholy account of all General 
Mathews’s officers being pojloned. 


- ; v ■ m .v, v .. ■ ■ • ■ ■ , .... 

Several thoufends of troops* and moft of them 
Carnatic people, are drilling here, for the caval- 
ry, artillery, and infantry. Tippoo copies our 
mode of difcipline in every refpe&. .. 

Dec. 1 . The nine flave-boys, who attend the 
Derroga, are intended for the Nabob’s family. 

4. Arrived prifoners, twenty Europeans, and 
two European women, chained two and two. 
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Dec. 5. Arrived prifoners, twelve Europe- 
ans, chained two and two ; they were ftiipwrecked 
on the Malabar coaft. 


15 . The Subadar who impeached the con- 
fpirators is made a Commandant of Colleries, 
and has received many other favours from the 
Nabob : we have a part of his battalion over us, 
and he frequently vifits the prifon, and feems 
very anxious to enter into a convention ; how- 
ever, as he has been particularly pointed out to 
us, by fome of our friends, we ad with caution. 


' Colonel Braithwaite acquaints us, that he has 
repeatedly applied to the Keeladar for a greater 
allowance, and for taylors, but without fuccefs, 


12. A European officer, who was taken pri- 
fbner on this coaft, about two months after the 
fall of Nagram, and fent here, is circumcifed 
and appointed Commandant to a battalion of 
Chaylahs : we have not been able as yet to learn 
any thing farther concerning this unfortunate 


19. This evening, the whole of the Euro- 
pean Muflulmen were marched to Myfore, feven 
miles fouth? 


•T“ 
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Dec. 21. Received from the Keeladar -two 

banyans, two fhort drawers, and a iheet ; they 

were made of the coarfeft dungeree, and the fame 

quality as delivered out to the black Haves, fo 

very unfit for our, purpofe, that we begged of 

the Verduvalla to return them, and endeavour 

to procure us a piece of cloth each in their Head ; 

.the cloth to be about four or five fanams per 

, * 

piece. On the Verdu valla's reporting this tq 

the Keeladar, he replied. Very well, that we 
might wait a few days. Strange are the com 
jeftures which are formed concerning this pre- 
sent, as it is the only jnftance of generofity we 
have met with from that quarter, during our 
: h has macka number of gentle. 

fervice. JsTot like peace, : 


• 22. Many of our guards tffTure us, that we 
are all to be circumcifed, and taken into the Na- 
bob’s fervice j and that the dungeree we received 
yefterday was given in confequence of that refat 
lution. 


lonel Braithwaite. 


Sent by the washerman Captain Leech’s mL 
Y> thirty-one fanams. A current report of 



r' u:. 


0¥ OWltSERS AND SOLDIERS. 


and 1 ‘that- oiM* &*$SMTatU*s • from Madras 
,?rc only a ; fevf dhys- tftamh fMfit*thi& 


Received a letter from Colonel Braithwaite, 
acquainting us that he Has only received twen- 
ty-four fanams for Captain Leech. 


Dec. 29. Reports of our ambaffadors bein|g 
at Malvaree, twelve cofs N. E. of this place ; 
that they have applied to the Keeladar to fond ns 
money and clothes ; but that the Keeladar would 
not comply with their requeft, as he obferved 
that he had no hookum, or order, frpm the Na- 
. . ■ ■ - ■ - 




The Europeans who were taken at, or near Ca- 
licut, about two months ago, and fent here, are 
forced into the barbarian’s feryiceasftone-cutters. 


31. The Verduvalla, by an order from the 
Keeladar, told Sid Abram that he muft confent 
to enter into the Nabob’s fervice, and give an 
account where his wife and family were, that 
they might be fent for. The Commandant re- 
plied, that he had, from his boyilh days, been 
brought up amongft the Englilh, had met with 
.every attention and encouragement that a foldier 
merited, and that he would on no account give 

, in- 
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information where his wife and family were, 
nor would he confent to enter into the Nabob’s 
fervice. 

' A meffage, or falam, from Meer Nazer Ally, 
formerly an officer in our fervice, but who had 
fallen prifoner and taken fervice, to Sid Abram, 
that peace was certainly concluded, and applaud- 
ing him for his fteady cpnduft inrefufing to take 
fervice. Meer Nazer Ally was a Subadar in 
Captain MacAlifter’s regiment of cavalry, and 
taken prifoner with Lieutenant Crewitzer ; he 
now commands a regiment of cavalry, and is 
doing duty here. 

J7g4.— Jan. 13. Our guards doubled, and 
$lte centmels particularly vigilant* A report pre- 
trails that we are all to be put to death. 


14. The whole of us turned out in order to 
be muftered by 3. Subadar fent hy the Keeladar. 


22. Abdull Ruffell, Commandant to Captain 
Alcock’s battalion, and taken prifoner with 
Colonel Braithwaite, was fent to Arnee and 
thrown into heavy irons, on three cafjx per day, 
and one feer of raggee, becanfe he would not en- 
ter into the barbarian’s fervice : many others, 
for the fame reafon, were treated in the fame 


i«l 
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manner, until they confented to take fervice,*and 
fend for their families. 


Jan. 24. A European boy, about twelve years 
of age, informed our fervants at the well this 
evening, that he belonged to his Majefty’s thir- 
ty-fecond or forty-fecond regiment, that he was 
taken prifoner at Nagram, and fince circum- 
cifed. His name is Lindfey. 

27. The Inchivalla was this morning pub- 
licly flogged, near our prifon, and his back rub- 
bed with chillies, or Cayenne pepper. 

■ ■ ; 

Arrived from Mangalore, thirty elephants with 
their howdars. 


An increafe of our allowance, of one calh 
y, owing to the exchange of the fanam. 
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-ft b; I. Arrived from Mangalore eight ele- 
ph nts, with their howdars ; a fpecies of frame 
fixed to the elephant for fitting on— a little tent 
with curtains. • 


2. The Europeans who were fhipwrecked, 
and arrived here in December, are chained two 
and two, with the daily allowance of one feer 

of rice and two pice each. 


4. At four this evening five of the Euro- 
pean boys under the charge of the Derroga were 
on the terrace of Tippoo’s houfe, and made 
many tokens of their wretched fituation. 

: ■' -;v ■ ,■■■■;. '■ ■ ; ;; ■. ; :y 

The whole, of us turned out, in- order to be 
muttered by the Myar and a Bramin, as alfo our 
fervants. 

Vifited by the Myar and a Bramin, who took 
our names, together with thofe of our fervants. 
Many gentlemen alarmed on this occafion. 


We have difpatched a letter by the wafher- 
*man to the unfortunate men who arrived here 
a few days ago, requeuing to know in what man- 
ner they fell into the energy’s hands, and offer- 
ing our affiftance in money, to the amount of 
fifty fanams. 



m 
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Received the : 


; from one of them/Mr. 


“ I have been in prifon. going on feven 
“ months. We were, brought up here during 
<£ the eeffation of arms in irons, upon one pice 
“ and one feer of rice per day ; upon our arri- 
“ val here, they gave us two pice per day, and 
“ put all in irons, only two men who were ill, 
• £ and they eycufed me. There, i$ no officer 
“ here, only one furgeon, a foreigner, whofe 
££ name is King, and one who follows the civil 
<£ Hne ; and I was taken as l came to buy 
(c at Mangalore. There are fourteen European 
(C foldiers, befides about thirty fepoys, that were 
£c calf away in a gale of wind, who were taken 
££ as priloners. 

LILLY.” 

Mr. Lilly’s letter not proving fatisfadory, we 
have in cpnfequence forwarded another. 

Feb. 13. Fourteen Subadars, or Captains, 
and a number of fepoys, have been carrying 
mud fprmany months paft : a drudgery intend- 
ed to force them into the Sultan’s fervice. 

14. A European boy informed our fervants at 
.the well this evening, that he, with nine more, 
M 2 


were 
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- were taken prifoners at Nagram ; that they were 
drummers and lifers of his Majefty’s ioift and 
i o2d regiments; that they had been circum- 
cifed ; and were at prefent under the charge of 
the head Derroga, Haffin Ally Cawn. The boy 
earneftly requested of the fervants, that they 
would inform us, that they were ufed barba- 
rously ; and hoped that, upon our enlargement, 
we would take an a&ive part in reprefenting to 
the government of Madras their wretched fitua- 
tion. ' 

Feb. 15. Our fervants again faw the Euro- 
ropean boy at the well, and allured him, by our 
defire, that every exertion in our power Should 

account of himfelf and comrades, in writing. — 
He replied, that none of them could write. 

1 9. Sixty-feven circumcifed Europeans are 
at Myfore. MelTrs Speediman, Rutlidge, Ser- 
jeant-major Groves, with feveral others, Hill re- 
main at Gunjum Pettah. 



Received the following from Mr. Lilly. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ The celfationof arms took place with Tip- 
“ poo Saib the 2d of Auguft, for four months, 

“ We 
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“ We were fent up here before the expiration of 
(e it. I cannot tell how they managed the other 
ts part of the negotiation. The negotiators for 
“ peace were not arrived in camp when we came 
“ away ; but it is certain they arrived here the 2.5th 
fe of December: they expected them in camp when 
we came away. Tippoo carried his guns to 
“ the brink of the ditch ; he attempted ftorming 
“ twice, and was repulfed with great lofs ; they 
“ were fo clofe in fome places, that ^or people 
“ threw fourteen inch lhells over thebreaft-work 
“ out of their hands upon the French. The 
•“ fea don’t wafh the walls of Mangalore. Two 
“ thoufand Europeans have arrived from Europe 
(< laft year. General Stewart commands at Ma- 
“ dras. The firft battalion of fepoys was taken 
“ at Nagram, but Captain Bowles went up to 
“ Bombay before they were taken. I am exceed- 
“ ingly obliged to you for your kind offer. Iam 
“ not in want of calh at prelent ; if I Ihould, I’ll 
“ make bold to trouble you ; but we are all in 
(C expectation of being releafed in a few days, as 
we have been muttered twice, and our names 
taken, to fend to Tippoo, in order for our erw 
f f largement. 


te Mr. King thanks you for your kind offer ; 
he is not much in want of caih as yet ; he has 
l* pot a grain of tartar emetic, but can fend you 

.’M3 dwvdwwddS fome 
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“ feme epicacuana, with fome bark, if you fhould 
“ want it,” 


A fubfcription of twenty-eight fanams, in or* 
der to requite the waflierman for the letters car* 
ried to and from Mr. Lilly, 


The fubfcriptions of late have come fo heavy 
on us, that we are obliged to make four dinners 
in the weejt of rice and ghee, each dinner feven 
cafh. 


Two fepoys, who are at prefent at* 
guard, have given us the melan* 
;s : of Qur brother fuflierers at Kavel 


Drook received orders from the Bahadar ra dif- 
patch the whole of them by poifon ; that the 
Keeladar made no fecret, but explained his -or- 
ders, and obferved, thatunlefs they were inftantly 
put into execution, his own life would pay for 
his difobedience. The firft he called pofitively 
refufed to tafte the poifon. The Keeladar in* 
Handy ordered feveral CafFres to feize and tie 
him up to a tamarind tree. After being moft 
feverely flogged, he at laft confented to drink the 
fmifhing draught. Many others were flogged and 
inhumanly treated, on account of their oppofition.. 
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The fepoys obferved, that the fcenes of diftrefs, 
after the poifon began to operate, were beyond 
defcription ; fome being perfedly infenfible, 
others thrown into violent convulfions, and others 
employing the few moments they had to live in 
committing themfelves to God, and in embra- 
cing and taking a laft farewell of their compa- 
nions and friends. Immediately after the whole 
were difpatched, the armourers knocked off their 
irons, and their bodies were then thrown into a 
wood as a prey for tygers. 


Feb. 27. Wrote, to Mr. Lilly, requefting 
he would be circumfpeA in writing, as a detec- 
tion might prove fatal to us all. 


29. Report of Tippoo’s having got pofleffion 
of Mangalore by ftratagem; this has damped 
ouf profpedt, and diffufed gloomy ideas. 


Received fome medicine from Mr. Lilly, 
brought by the walherman, for which we gave 
him two fanams. ■ ; 


'JWSBjwb si. The whole of us ordered to fall in, 
in order to be muttered by a Myar and a Bramin : 
they fey that peace is broken off, and that we 
are to be fent to Kavel Drook. , j 


March 
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a. In confequence of yefterday’s information, 
relative to our being fent to Kavel Drook, the 
whole of us have ferioufly and unanimoufly de- 
termined to avail ourfelves of the firft opportu- 
nity to make our efcape, by murdering the 
whole of our guards, and felling every drop of 
blood as dear as poffible; being thoroughly con- 
vinced, that if we fubmit tamely, we fhall, on 
our arrival at Kavel Drook, be difpatched in the 
fame manner as General Mathews’s officers. 

One of the circumcifed European boys in- 
formed our fervants at the well, this morning, 
that peace is broken off. 

March 7. Received the following letter from 
the foldier’s prifon, written by a black man ; 
the fame who had been interpreter to the Kee- 
ladar of the above-mentioned particulars re- 
fpedting the death of General Mathews. 

“ Since my arrival here, I have inftruftedmy- 
“ felf to learn Englifli, from a fpelling-book 
“ which I purchafed from a European, which is 
“now entirely broke to pieces; I therefore 
“ humbly beg the favour, if you have any book, 
“ of any fort, to fpare, to fend me by the bearer, 
“ that will be a means of my not lofing what 
“ little I have learned. I muff inform you, that 
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my teacher, Serjeant Hillingfworth, departed 
this life about twelve months ago. The Eu- 
ropeans taken with Colonel Baillie join with 
me in their duty to you, and all their officers. 
Serjeant Brazier fends his duty to Captains 
Menteith and Wragg, and to inform them* 
that there is himfelf and eleven privates re- 
maining here : Serjeant Macormick deceafed 
the 29 th of December, 1782. All the news we 
have is, that it is a peace, and that fome of our 
gentlemen are with the Nabob, and expedted 
here daily. At about eight or nine months ago, 
a poor diftreffed European woman, with a fine 
boy, and big with child, taken inNagram, be- 
longing to a Serjeant of grenadiers of the hun- 
dredth regiment ; fince which file has been de- 
livered of a girl : her allowance is one pice 
and one feer and a half of rice per day. About 
fix months ago, twenty-feven Europeans, of 
the different regiments, were taken on the 
1 Malabar coaft, and fent amongfl: us, which 
' makes in all fixty-two Europeans : our allow - 


The guards acquaint us, that feveral black pri- 
foners have been taken out in the dead of the 
night, and murdered, and that they ferioufly 
felt for our fituation. 
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■ la coafequence of the miferable fituation of' 
the European woman and her two infants, we 
have raifed, with the utmoft difficulty, twenty 
gold fftttatns ; and at the fame time have affured 
her, that we will, oil every occafion, be affifting. 

March 7. At ftiae okdock, F. M. Sid Abram, 
our black Commandant, was, by an order front ' 
the Keeladar, removed from our prifon. This 
truly good man was exceedingly affefted at his 
being leparated from us, and frequently request- 
ed, that whenever we ihould be enlarged, we 
would remember him to his wife and mother ; 
as he never would confent to enter into the bar- 
barian’ sfervice, which Would, of courie, prevent 


Sid Abram, with twelve other black offi- 
cers, taken prifoners fince the commencement 
of the war, are all in irons, with the daily allow- 
ance of three cafh and one feer of raggee. " 

One of our gentlemen alarmed us all exceed* 
ingly by a fit of infanity, during which he raved 
on the fubjedts that moft concerned us all, and 
that were uppermoft in our minds: He had been 
afflicted with feveral fits before this time ; but we 
always endeavoured to conceal his fituation from 
the Havffidar of the guard, being apprehensive 
; . that 
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that he would have him removed from our pri* 
fon to forae place of confinement, which foli- 
tude, and perhaps other circurnftances, might 
render ftill more difinal. This day, however, 
he wftj extremely ill; and made repeated appli- 
cation to the Havaldar to have an interview with 
the Keekdar, to whom, he faid, he had fome- 
thing to communicate of the laft importance. — - 
This alarmed us exceedingly : for when we re- 
flected on the conftant fears of the barbarians, 
left we fhould make our efcape either by force 
or fraud, or find means of communicating fome 
ufeful intelligence to our countrymen, and at 
the fame time confidered that fo many of our offi- 
cers, foldiers, and fepoys, had been flaughtered in 
cold blood, by the fword, or forced to die by poi- 
fon; there was not a doubt that the dileo very of 
our utenfils, our correfpondence with the other 
prifons, and fome parts of our conversation, 
would be followed by certain and fpeedy death. 
We judged it expedient, in the prefent extre- 
mity, however much againft our inclinations, 
to acquaint the Havaldar that he was really in- 
fane. This the Havaldar would not believe ; but 
affirmed, that we all of us told lies, as he con- 
cluded, he faid, from the circumftance that the 
gentleman difeourfed to him with perfect rea- 
fon and propriety. The infane perfon, unfor- 
tunately for us, fpoke the Mahomedan language 

with 
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with great fluency : if he had not, we could 
have told our own ftory. 

We endeavoured to reafon with the Haval- 
dar, and mentioned many particulars in our 
own vindication, in vain. We then requefted 
that our fervants might be called, and exa- 
mined whether they had not frequently per- 
ceived him in a ftate of infanity before this time. 
They were accordingly called, and they confirm- 
ed every thing that we had faid. The Havaldar 
then faid, that he believed there was fome truth 
in what we had aflerted, but that he muft make 
a report of what had happened. We entreated 
of him to make as favourable a report as pofli- 
bte, as we would be exceedingly happy if our 
fellow-officer, though unhappily difordered in 
his underftanding, fliould be removed from us. 

The Havaldar requefted, and infilled with hint 
to declare what he had to fay. But this he re- 
fund to do, again and again, faying that he 
would not communicate the important bufinefs 
to any other perfon than the Keeladar, and that 
he would be revenged on the whole of us, as we 
were a fet of villains and rafcals, and that we 
had made many attempts to poifon him. In faft, 
he had frequently entertained, ideas of this kind, 

and 
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and would often attend and overlook the fervants, 
while they were employed In dreffing the victu- 
als. It was fortunate for us, and the circum- 
ftance, beyond all doubt, which under Provi- 
dence, faved our lives, that his madnefs turned 
upon poifon, and not upon our having papers, 
journals, knives, fciffars, and other things con- 
cealed, and, above all, on our fecret correfpon- 
dence with the other prifons. 


Several gentlemen endeavoured to reafonwith 
this unhappy man, to no purpofe. In the courfe 
of the evening, the Havaldar waited on the Kee- 
ladar, to acquaint him, that an Engliffi officer, 
in one of the prifons, wiihed anxioully to fee him, 
having fomething to communicate to him of the 
greateft confequence. The Havaldar was defired 
to come again to the Keeladar next morning. 


From the time that the infane perfon applied 
to the Havaldar, we were bufily employed in 
burning papers, digging holes in the ground, 
in which we might hide things, and in putting 
things under the tiles of the prifon, until we 
fbauld have an opportunity of burning them af- 
terwards. During the courfe of the evening we 
burned upwards of one hundred fheets of paper, 
which we had got in by Health, in order to amufe 

our- 
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ourfelvesby learning different languages.* The 
people who brought in thofe things were equally 
alarmed with us, and dreaded the fatal confe- 
quences of a difcovery. 


The Infane perfon, with a pair of irons of 
about eight pounds in ■ weight, began to walk 
about in the prifon at' five o’clock in the even- 
ing, and continued to walk, at % great pace, 
without ceafing, till two o’clock in the morning, 
raving all the while, and vowing vengeance 
again ft his fellow-prifoners. The ftate of our 
minds, on that horrible night, is not to be de-' 
fcribed. It was propoled at one time to put him 
inftantly to death, and, by that facrifice, to fave 
the lives of the whole. But kind Providence 
faved him from that fate, and us from that fatal 
deed. - . ’ • 


At laft the wilhed-for morning came, and about 
eight o’clock the Havaldar was announced.-— 1 
Our emotions were now wrought up to the high- 
eft point of anxiety and fufpence. The Haval- 
dar 

V In HIndoflan the children of the common people are 
taught reading and arithmetic in the open air: and they 
learn to diftinguiih the letters and figures they ufe by form- 
ing them with their own hands, either in the fand or 'On 
boards. Others form their figures, letters, words, and 
fentences on paper. 


iEiil 
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dar, coming '■ forward ipw the prifcn yard, called 
out for the infane gentleman. The queftion on 
which our fafety or deftruiStion now hung in 
fufpence, was, Is the infane perfon to be carried 
bsefeg t^fef^dar or no ? Our joy was extreme 
heard the Havaldar tell him, that if he 
had any thing to fay, the Keeladar had ordered 
that he fliould mention it to him. Yet dill there 
was reafon to apprehend that he might make 
fuch difeoveries as the Havaldar could ;nofi/frafc 
over, though he was naturally humane, had takesjt 
a prefect, and was inclined to fave us. We 


around Mih fpekein a threatening tone of voice, 
ufed menacing looks and geftures, and did every 
thing to embarrafs him, and excite his madnefs. 
To the Havaldar, who repeatedly put the quef- 
tion. What have you to difeover ? he conftantly 
replied, that he would not reveal it but to the 
Keeladar, and poured forth at the fame time in- 
definite reproaches of murderous intentions to- 
. wards himfelfagainfl his fellow -prifoners. The 
Havaldar then told him that he was a fool, and 
defired' that he would go about his bufinefs, 
meaning that he Ihould retire to his cell. 

W e then requefied of the Havaldar, that when 
he fliould be relieved, he would report to the 

12 . ' 2 Com- 




A current report that peace is broken off, and 
that our ambafladors have embarked for Telli- 
cherry. 


Raifed by public fubfcription twenty-eight fa-, 
nams, which we fent by a trufty hand to our 
good friend Sid Abram. 





'wmmm 
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Sid Abram acknowledges the receipt of the 
inoney, and is very thankful; 

For thefe four preceding nights, many black 
prifoners have been mtirctered, and a report at 
ptefent prevails, that they intend vifiting our 
prifon for the fame end. 

We learned afterwards, from undoubted au- 
thority, that Lieutenant Mathews, of the Ben- 
gal EftablHhment, brother to General Mathews, 
and Lieutenant Weldon, of the Bombay Efta- 
blilhment, were, by orders of Tippoo, taken 
out of the fort at Bedfiore, at ten o’clock at night, 
carried to the Jungle, a place over-grown with 
long grafs and underwood, and there cut to 
pieces : of which the officers confined at Bed- 
sore received the moft certain accounts the next 
morning, when the clothes of thefe unfortunate 
victims were brought to them for fale. Direc- 
tions had, in fad, been fent by the Sultan to 
murder all the Englifh officers in the different 
prifons in his dominions, who would not enter 
into his fervice : but intelligence being received 
that Commiffioners for negociating the treaty of 
peace had fet out for Madras, thefe bloody or- 
ders were countermanded. 
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The following is a lift of the officers who- 
were poifoned with General Mathews. 

King's Officers. 

Captain Dougaid Campbell,- of the 9 8th regi- 
ment. 

Captain Alfton, of the 100th regiment. 
Captain Filh, ditto. 

Mr. Gifford, furgeon’s affiftant, ditto. 

Company 1 s Eftablijhment at Bombay v 

Brigadier-General Mathews. 

Lieutenant Young, Brigade-Major. 

Major Fewtrill. 

Captain Clift. 

Captain Gottick. 

Lieutenant Barnwell. 

Captain Jackfon, artillery. 

Lieutenant Olivier, ditto. 

Captain Richardfon, 3d battalion of fepoys*. 
Capt. Fames, 5th battalion ditto. 

Captain Lendrum, nth ditto. 

Capt. M'Culloch, 1 5th ditto. 

Charles Stewart, Efq. Commiffary. 

Charles Cheek, Efq. deputy ditto. 

From the foldiers prifon. 

“ On the 2.7th October, the Keeladarfent for 
f c Yankatachelliem, our linguift, and told him to 
: ■ ' . • “ asquaint 
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C! acquaint us all, that the Nabob and Compa- 
<c ny had made peace, and that we would foon 
“ ^ ent to Madras. The whole of us at that 
“ time were hand-cuffed two and two together. 
“ Soon after, the Keeladar came into the prifon, 
ec and ordered the hand-cuffs to be taken off. — . 
“ We were fliut up together, at that time, about 
c twelve o clock at night, and remained lb forty 
days. About four months ago, in the- dead of 
“ the ni ght, we received the fecon,d alarm of 
“ that kind, We were hand-cuffed fingly, both 
hands, fince which the Bramin has been four 
different times to enquire for mechanics, 
* C taken a11 our names down, our pay, batta, and 
rank in the Company’s fervice, which makes us 
all very uneafy, as we cannot imagine what 
“ they want to do with us. Another freih alarm, 
that there has been a number of black prifo- 
“ ners taken and maffacred, which is tranfa&ed 
“ ever Y night. We hear that a Commandant 
“ and f ° me fe P°ys, belonging to Colonel Braith- 
“ waite s detachment, have fuffesed the above 
“ fate.” 


March iff A letter from Colonel Braithwaite, 
acknowledging the receipt of feventeen fanams, 

for the ufe of Captain Leech. 
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x 9, Sent Captain Leech a fupply of eighteen 
fanams. The Subadars who were confined with 
him, as alfo General Mathews’s fervant, are re- 
moved. 

22. Ten o’clock, P. M. vifited by the Myar 
and a Brarnin, who ordered Captains Baird, Men- 
teith, and Lindfey’s irons to be knocked off— 

Thefe gentlemen were removed from our prifon, 
under the charge of one Havaldar and two iepoys. 

Three o’clock, P. M. the Havaldar returns, 
and acquaints us, that the three gentlemen are | 

at prefent with Colonel Braithwaite ; that they 
Were removed to him in confequence of peace ; 
and that we Ihould, in all probability, have our 
irons knocked off in a day or two, and be fent 
to Madras. Little credit is given by us to this 
piece of information, having been fo frequently 
difappointed before ; and we are very uneafy, 
and very apprehenfive that they intend very un- 
fair means with Colonel Braithwaite, and indeed 
the whole of us, as reports have been current 
for many days, that Tippoo Saib intends mur- 
dering the whole of the European prifoners. 

While we were in this gloomy ftate of mind, 
and ready to fink under the preffure of melan- 
choly 



if. 
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tholy and black defpair ; behold, within the 
walls of our difmal dungeon, a Bramin fent from 
Tippoo Sultan, with a formal intimation of the 
final conclufion of peace ! and that our irons were 
to be knocked off the next day. — The emotions 
that fprung up in our breafts on receiving this 
intelligence were fo ftrong and lively, and raifed 
to fuch a point of elevation and excels as almoft 
bordered on pain 1 — We gave vent to the ardour 
of our minds in the loudeft as well as molt ir- 
regular and extravagant expreffions of congratu- 
lations. — The whole prifan refounded with the 
frantic voice of fudden as well as exceffive joy 
and exultation. This tumult having in fome de- 
gree lubfided, though we were incapable of en- 
tire compofure and reft, a propofal was made, and 
molt readily embraced, to collect all the ready 
money in our pofleffion, without the leaft regard 
to equal ihares or proportions, and to celebrate the 
joyful news of our approaching deliverance with 
fome plantain fritters and Iherbet ; the only arti- 
cles of luxury we could then command, ort account 
of bur extreme poverty. By nine o’clock at night 
fupper was announced, confifting of lixty dozen 
of plantains, and a lage chatty of Iherbet. Every 
one being feated on the ground, the repaft was 
received with the utmoft content and fatisfa&ion. 
Friends and toafts were drank as long as our 
N a chatty 
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chatty flood out ; and fuch was the agitation of 
our minds, that there was not one of us who felt 
the leaft inclination, or indeed, who poffeffed the 
power to compofe himfelf for fleep. We now 
waited with the utmoft impatience for the return 
of day, and were impreffed with a ftrong defire 
that our irons might be knocked off immediate- 
ly ; but, to our great mortification, about feven 
in the morning, there arrived only one armourer. 
Every one ftruggled to have his fetters knocked 
off firft. Promifes, threats, buttling and joftling; 
every expedient that could be imagined, was 
put in practice, in order to obtain that which 
would come unfought for in the courfe of a few 
minutes,, or hours at furtheft. The fame men 
who had differed the rigours of imprifonment,and 
the menaces of a barbarous policy, with invin- 
cible refolution and patience, as well as with mu- 
tual fympathy and complaifance, for years, were 
fo tranfported at the near profpect of liberty, 
that the delay of a few moments feemed now 
to be more infupportable than even the tedious 
languor of our long, moft alarming, and anxious 
confinement. Between two and three in the af- 
ternoon, our irons were all knocked off, and then 
we wefe conduced, under the charge of a guard, 
totheKfeeladar. In eroding the parade, to Hyder’s 
palace, feveral European boys, intheMahomedan 

drefs. 
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•drefs, who had been forcibly circumcifed, came 
near to us, imploring our a Alliance in a moft dif- 
trefsful manner. The only confolation we could 
give them, was to allure them, that whenever 
we arrived at Madras, their melancholy fituation. 
■fliould be faithfully and feelingly defciibed to 
the Governor, in order to procure their enlarge- 
ment. We were now brought before the Keela- 
dar, who was lodged in Hyder’s palace, and fat 
in a veranda, furrounded by his guards. Our 
names being taken down, with our rank, and 
other circumltances, we were conduced to Co- 
lonel Braithwaite’s prifon, where we found, the 
Colonel^ Captains Baird, Lindfey, Menteith, and 
Enfign Holmes. Here we remained feveral 
hours, and were in a moft friendly manner fup- 
plied by thefe gentlemen with money, which 
gave us an opportunity of rewarding thofe good 
men who had at different times been on our 
guard. Towards the clofe of the evening, after 
the loldiers and black prifoners were collected, 
we moved off from the fort to Soomner-Pettah, 
a village diftant about two miles. On our ar- 
rival at the choultry of this place, we had an 
opportunity of converfing with our foldiers.— *• 
Their marks of affection, refpecfc, and joy, 
at meeting with their officers, after fo long 
.a reparation, were not lefs fincere than extra- 
vagant. The fight of the country, tjje fair 
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•face of nature, in a rich and delicious climate) 
from which we had been lb long excluded, ex<- 
cited in our minds the moft various and pleafmg 
emotions, and ftruck us all with the force of no- 
velty* At the fame time, it may not be thought 
unimportant to obferve, that we had loft, infome 
degree, that intuitive difcernment of the magni- 
tude and relations of obje&s, which is the effect 
of experience, habit, and the affociation of ideas. 
At Soomner Pettah, we were indulged with per- 
miflion to walkabout in the bazar, and to bathe 
in the river, a moft delicious as well as falutary 
refrefhment. Every object, and every recreation 
became now a fource of exquifite fatisfaction 
and delight ; all that fatiety and indifference to 
the bounty of nature, which arifes from undis- 
turbed poffeffion, and perhaps ftill more from 
vicious habits, being effectually overcome, and 
deftroyed by the painful purification of months 
added to months, in a fucceffion that threatened 
to terminate either in perpetual flavery or death. 

March 2.5. Having received no allowance of 
rice, or the three pice for the preceding day, we 
afked for fome victuals ; and fome hours after, 
afeer of rice, and three pice, were delivered to 
each perfon. We were amazed, and did not 
know how to account for the negleft of our pit- 
tance f for as peace was concluded, we naturally 
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imagined our allowance would rather have been aug- 
mented than curtailed ; but on making enquiry 
into the caufe, we were told that the Commiffi- 
oners of Madras, employed in negociating the 
treaty, had ftipulated no kind of provifion for us; 
and that the Nabob had fent orders to furnilli 
us with juft as much as would keep us from 
ftarving, and no more. 


Though our irons were knocked off, it was ,4 
long time before we recovered the ufe of our 
limbs, and learned to walk with perfedh freedom: 
never was the inveterate power of habit mom 
forcibly difplayed than on this occafion. We 
could never get the idea of our being in fetters 
out of our heads. No effort of our minds, no 
adt of volition, could, for fevera) days, overcome 
the habit of making the fhort and conflrained 
fteps to which we had fo long been accuftomed. 
Our crippled manner of walking was a fubjeft 
of laughter to ourfelves as well as to others. 


On the 2 5th of March, doolies having been 
provided for the fick, and a few bad horfes, we 
began our march to Vellore, the place agreed on 
by the treaty for the delivering up of the Britifh 
prifoners, guarded by an efcort of one hundred 
cavalry and five hundred infantry, under the com- 
mand of a native Commandant, , 



Z0'2 IMPRISONMENT AND SUFFERINGS 

15th of April, we arrived at Oofcot-. 
tafe, a fortrefs fituated eighteen miles eaftward 
Bangalore, and fixty miles diflant from the 
pafs into the Carnatic. Here the whole of the 
Britifn prifonres who had been taken at the battle 
of Tricoallum, or of Perambankum, near Conje- 
■Veram, and at Bednore, were aflembled together. 
Their number amounted to nearly one hundred 
and eighty officers, nine hundred European fol- 
diers, and fixteen hundred fepoys, befides fome 
hundreds of fervants of different caftes and occu- 
pations. The officers who had been confined at 
Bangalore, having received frequent fupplies of 
caih from Madras, had it in their power to fupply 
well as the gentlemen from Bednore, with 
«Bany : articles, of which we flood greatly in need. 
This many of them did, lharing their clothes 
and money with fuch of their brother^officers and 
fellow-foldiers as mofl wanted their affiftance. 


On communicating to each other our refpec- 
tive fufferings, it appeared that the officers who 
were left wounded at Bednore, were much bet T 
ter ufed than at any other place. They were 
permitted to keep all their clothes, doolies, cots, 
chairs, tables, knives, forks, and other articles. 
They were indulged with the free ufe of pen, 
ink, and paper. A certain part of the rampart. 
Including two towers, was given up to them. 
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which they were at liberty to range about at 
pleafure. Their fervants were- permitted to go 
into the bazar to purchafe whatever they chofe 
to fend for, though their daily allowance was 
only one feer of rice, and one pice to each. — ■ 
They were allowed a French furgeon to attend 
them ; and when they recovered of their wounds 
they were not put in irons, 


Enfign Manly, of the Bombay Eftabliffiment, 
who had been taken in a fally.at Mangalore, was 
fent to Bednore, and there confined in the fame 
|>rifon with feme fepoys, with no other allow- 
ance than one pice pgr day, and a feer. of raggee. 


The officers who were confined at Darwaur, a 
fort near Goa, were lodged with the private men, 
upon the fame allowance with the other officers 
who were in prifon at Bednore; but they were, 
afterwards removed to Simoga, where they were 
kept on a feer of raggee and one pice each a day. 
Their irons were connected together by a ftraight 
bar, in fuch a manner that the unfortunate prjr„ 
foners could neither expand their kgs nor con- 
tract, them. 


The, gentlemen confined at Bangalore were 
not only permitted to purchafe ev ery article they 
wanted ; but during the latter part of their con- 
finement 
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finement they were allowed to vilit each other 
in their different prifons. The private Euro* 
peans alfo received different treatmenr in the dif- 
ferent parts of the country in which they were 
imprifoned. The fepoys were treated with equal 
feverity every where. 


Four days before the Britifh officers were re- 
moved from Bednore, all the Commandants, 
Subadars, and Jemmidars, of the Bombay Ella- 
blilhment, who had been taken prifoners by Tip- 
poo Sultan Bahadar, were by his orders, removed 
from thence, and have not lince been heard of. 
It is but too eafy to conjedture the fate of thofe 
unfortunate men, when we refledt that he had re- 
peatedly threatened to put them to death for re- 
fafing to enter into his fervice, and on the me- 
lancholy examples exhibited of the certainty and 
rigour with which his bloody menaces were car- 
ried into execution. But I have been enabled 
to give a full and particular account of the 
Bednore prifoners, by an officer who was of the 
number of thofe unfortunate fuffcrers. 


The liege of Bednore, of which fome ac- 
count ihall be given hereafter, having lafted 
feventeen days, a ceffation of arms took place 
on the 24th of April, 17 83, and, on the 26th 
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of the fame month, Brigadier-General Richard 
Mathews, Commander in Chief of the forces 
on the weftern fide of India, called a council of 
war, who, after deliberating on the fituation of 
affairs, came to a refolution of capitulating on 
honourable terms. • 


Jipui, 1703; ana, arcer piling tfteir arms on 
the glacis, were immediately efcorted, by a 
ftrong body of the enemy, to a tank about 
half a mile beyond the Onore Gate, where 
the General was informed he muft encamp that 
night; to which he relu&antly confented, it 
being his intention to have marched two miles 
further. When the whole came up, the ene- 
my' furrounded us, and polled fentries on 
every fide, beyond whom no perfon was per- 
mitted topafs. The General calling for his 
body-guard, was informed, that the enemy, vio- 
lating the terms of capitulation, had forcibly 
taken away their arms and ammunition imme- 
diately on their leaving the fort ; and had alfo 
deprived many of the officers of their fide arms. 
Lieutenant Mackenzie of the 100th, who had 



cruel manner. Captain Facey, of the Bombay 
Eftablilhment, with fifty fick and wounded, were 
detained in the fort ’till next morning, with Mr.' 
Shields, affiftant-furgeon ; which latter gentle- 
man informed us, that an Englifhman in the 
Nawaub’s fervice had taken an opportunity of 
telling him, he was extremely forry to fee him 
and his fellow-fufFerers in fo miferable a fitua- 
tion : that there was not the fmalleft hope of 
being given up, or of getting away, as the 
Navvaub had employed feveral artificers in 
forging irons for the garrifon, ever fince his 
arrival before BednOre ; and that he himfelf 
had been taken and ufed in the fame manner 
in the Carnatic, after the troops had capitu- 
lated. 


Early in the morning, while we were pre- 
paring to march, the General received a meflage 
from the Nawaub, defiring to fee him, together 
with Captains Eames and Lendrum, of the 
Bombay Eftablifhment, and Mr. Charles Stew- 
art, the Pay-mafter. He accordingly went, ac- 
companied by thofe gentlemen, and carried fe- 
deral of the officers fervants along with him> 
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in hopes of recovering thofe articles of which they 
had been plundered. Soon after their departure, 
a good bazar, furnifhed with a great variety of 
provilions and other articles, arrived in camp ; 
at the fame time people came to carry away the 
doolies, out of which they threw the fick and 
wounded in a moft inhuman manner ; dragging 
thofe who had lately fuffered amputation by the 
flumps, and leaving them in that painful con- 
dition upon the bare ground, entirely expofed 
to the heat of the fun. Being alked the caufe 
of fuch barbarous ufage, the inhuman wretches 
replied, with the moft infulting indifference* 
■“ We have received orders to make the doolies 
“ two feet longer.” The troops had waited 
with the greateft impatience for the General’s 
return, ’till five o’clock in the evening, when 
intelligence was received, that the General, and 
the gentlemen who accompanied him, were, 
immediately on their arrival at the Durbar, 
(without being admitted into the Nawaub’s pre- 
fence) made clofe prifoners. While we were 
lamenting the miferable profpect held 'out to 
us by thefe melancholy tidings, and waiting the 
iffue in. a ftate of the utmoft anxiety, we were 
alarmed by the arrival of an additional force of 
the enemy, when the guards turned out and 
pofted double fentries all round us ; their de* 
fign was eafily feen through, though they endegjr 
x voured 
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voured to lull our fufpicions with the pretext, 
that thofe guards which had been firft placed 
over us, were a part of Mahomed Ally’s troops, 
■who were going to be relieved, in order to be 
fent to Mangalore. The next morning we per- 
ceived the enemy had fent fpies into every part 
of our camp, and that emiffaries were employed 
to entice the troops to enter into their fervice. 


Early the next morning a report prevailed, 
that the troops were to be plundered of their 
property, which we foon found to be true ; for 
at ten o’clock the bazar was taken away, 
the guards ordered under arms, all the Euro- 
pean officers fent for immediately to the fpot of 
ground from whence the bazar had been re- 
moved ; where we were, one by one, plundered 
by the enemy, in the moft rude and fcandalous 
manner, of our horfes, palanquins, money, 
plate, watches, and other valuables. In fhort, 
We were deprived of every article, except our 
bedding and clothes, and fearched moft minutely 
in every part, without the leaft regard to de- 
cency. The European foldiers, black officers, 
and fepoys, with their wives and children, as 
sdlb all the camp-followers, were fearched and 
plundered in the fame indecent, infamous man- 
ner ; and, in the afternoon, were marched un- 
der a ftrong guard to Bednore , the ftck and 

wounded 
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wounded being left to perifh on the ground : 
Ihortly after the European officers, with their 
fervants, were like wife conduced to Bednore, 
where we were clofely confined in the barracks, 
which had been formerly occupied by a bat- 
talion of our own fepoys ; and, from the time 
thole remorfelefs villains began to fearch and 
plunder us, we had nothing of any kind to 
eat, ’till twelve o’clock the next day, at which 
time they brought and delivered to each perfon, 
one pice, and a feer of the coarfeft rice, which 
they informed us was to be the daily allowance 
of officers and fervants. 



On the” 5th of the fame month, all our 
fervants, except one to each officer, were 
taken away. The expreffions of forrow which 
thofe poor creatures fhewed on this occafion 
cannot be eafily deferibed : their affedtion to 
their matters, added to the apprehenfions of 
being led away to death or flavery for life, 
produced the ftrongeft emotions of grief ; and 
as we could only lament their fate, without 
affording them the fmalleft affiftance, our 
minds were moft deeply affe&ed, - 


On the 6th, the fubaltem officers, belong- 
ing to Annanpore, were brought prifoners to 
the barracks. They informed us of their having 

Q ^ . feen 
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feen the officers of Cowladroog, and the gam- 
fons of that place and Annanpore, in irons ; 
and alfo, that all the fine young men of the 
third and fifteenth battalions of fepoys, were, 
by order of the Nawaub, forcibly taken away, 
in order to be made flaves, and put into his 
Chaylah battalions* " 


On the 7 th, Lieutenant Morrifon of the 100th 
regiment, and Lieutenants Mackenzie and Barne- 
well, of the Bombay Eftabliftiment, were brought 
in chains ; the two former gentlemen Were taken 
at Cundapore; the latter at the commencement 
of the fiege, with Captain Gotlich of the Bom- 
bay Efrablilhment. Thefe gentlemen informed 
us, they had been in irons for fome days. — The 
fame day Doctor Carmichael, of the Bombay 
Eftabliftment, was lent for by the Nawaub, to 
vifit Brigadier-General Mathews, whom he 
found much indifpofed ; and by whom he was 
informed, that the Nawaub was endeavouring 
to intimidate him into a furrender of all the 
forts in the low country, by threatening to blow 
him away from, a gun, in cafe of his non-com- 

On the Stn, in the morning, the Captains 
belonging; to the garrifons of Cowladroog and 
Annanpore, "together, with Captain Gotlich, 

f .. ' . ' ' r '(wH 
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(who, as before-mentioned, was taken prifoner 
at the commencement of the liege) were brought 
under a guard to the barracks, and were Ihortly 
after removed (with the reft of the Captains, 
Mr., Gyipr-d, Surgeon’s-Mate, of the iooth re- 
giment.,- Le ipt enant s Barnewell and Olivier, of 
the Bombay Eftablifhment, and Mr. Chick, 
Deputy Commiftary) to a feparate place of con- 
finement. 


On the 9th we were ordered to prepare to 
march, and were informed we Ihould not be 
allowed coolies to carry our baggage : we 
therefore packed up as much linen as we could 
well carry ourfelves, and, giving our bedding 
to our fervants, we all, except Captain Pyne 
and Enfign Jenour, of the io2d regiment, and 
Captain Facey, with Lieutenants Williamfon, 
Baird, and Lee, of the Bombay Eftabliihment, 
who were in top defperate a fituation, from 
their wounds, to be removed, went into the 
ftreet, where we were firft ftripped of our coats, 
and then chained two and two, by the hands, 
three of the officers being linked to private fol- 
diers ; after which, we were a fecond time 
featched and plundered. We were then fecured 
in another houfe ’till about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, when we were led through crouds 
of people, in this ignominious manner, (more 
O2 ' ' 'like 
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like criminals going to the place of execution, 
than Britifh officers made prifoners contrary to 
the rules of war) to the enemy’s camp, a fhort 
diftance beyond the Delly Gate, where we heard 
we were to be confined in a ftrong fort, called 
Chittledroog. The enemy, at the time we 
were leaving the barracks, gave us an inftance 
of the treatment we might in future expedt to 
receive, in their behaviour to Lieutenant Alex- 
ander Macdonald, of the Bombay Eftablifhment, 
who was fo extremely ill that he could fcarcely 
ft and. This gentleman requefted permiffion to 
remain behind with the wounded officers, which 
they obftinately refufed, beating him and drag- 
ging him out by the heels : but, to the honour 
of the French, we were informed . that their 
treatment of Lieutenant Lambert, of the Bom- 
bay Eftabliftment, whom they had taken dan- 
geroufiy wounded at the commencement of 
the fiege, was full of tendernefs and hu- 
manity. 


On the ioth, in the morning, as we were mov- 
ing off the ground, each officer received three 
pice for that day’s fubfiftencg. We marched a- 
bout fifteen miles, and found the apprehenfions 
of yefterday fully juftified by this day’s ufage on 
the road ; feveral of the gentlemen who were 
ill, and much fatigued by the intenfe heat of the 
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fun, and the want of water, attempting to reft 
themfelves under a tree, were heat in a ffioft 
unmerciful manner by the enemy, with fwords 
and fticks, while others were driven on with 
the butts of their firelocks, fpit upon, and 
abufed in the groffeft manner. Whenever we 
approached a town or village, four or five men 
were advanced in the front with horns and tom- 
toms, that the inhabitants might, by their dif* 
cordant mufic, be aflembled together to gaze 
at us as we paffed through. ' We proceeded on 
in this miferable condition, each day bringing 
on a renewal of our bufferings, ’till our arrival 
at Sirnoga, a fort on the banks of a river, fixty 
miles eaftward of Bednore, ouf allowance hav- 
ing been increafed to one fananl each, per day, 
and coolies furnilhed to carry our bedding and 
clothes, whenever the commanding officer of 
the effort thought proper to procure them. As 
tve were to halt here one day, we fondly ex- 
pe&ed fome little indulgendes, efpecially for 
thofe gentlemen who were ill ; but our inhuman 
enemy, as if delighted with every frefh oppor- 
tunity of augmenting our affii&ions, when in- 
treated. to afford fome affiftance to Lieutenant 
Fireworker Weft, of the Bombay Eftabliffiment, 
and Sejjeant Dobbins, of the lo2d regiment, who 
had been ft ruck with the fun, owing to our long 
and fevere inarches, abfolutely refufed it, fay- 
O 3 . In g* 1 
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ing, “ they were only drunk,” and Teemed to 
exult in their mifery, although ‘ the one was 
quite fpeechlefs, and the other raving mad : nor 
were they fatisfied with this, but even extended 
their brutiih intuits to the lifelefs body of Lieu- 
tenant Waugh, of the Bombay Eftablifhment, 
whofe death was evidently haftened by the in- 
jupes he haa received upon the road. 


On rhe 14th, we had the misfortune to lofe 
Lieutenant Clements, of the Bombay Eftablilh- 
ment, who, on his departure from Bednore, was 
in perfect good health, but on the laft day’s 
march received a fevere ftroke of the fun, of 
which he died, chained to Enlign Gilkie, of the 
fame Eftablifhment ; who remained in that 
dreadful fituation feveral hours. In the even- 
ing, Lieutenant Sutton of the Bombay Eftablifh- 
ment, was feized with the cramp and fpafms 
in his ftomach. Lieutenant Reddie, who was 
hand-cuffed to him, and in great danger of hav- 
ing his arm broke, unrivetted his irons by per- 
million of one of the efcort, for which he was 
. immediately taken to a tree, and threatened to 
be hanged, and ropes were prepared for that 
purpofe ; the Jemmidar informing ,us he had re- 
ceived orders to hang every one who fhould 
even attempt to free himfelf from his fetters : 
but on a fubmiflive reprefentation of the bufinefs,' 
n j ' . Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Reddie was fo far indulged, as to 
efcape with a few 1 allies only. We again made 
application for abidance for Lieutenant Sutton, 
to which we received the following brutal reply, 
mingled with a large Ihare of eaftern abufe : 

Let ' him die, and when he is dead, we will 
‘ f drag him out of the camp by his heels 
however, by the merciful hand of Providence, 
he recovered in a few hours. 


W e left this place on the morning of the 1 5th, 
and, after a fhort march, arrived at Holly 
Honoor, a fort fitnated on the eaft bank of a 
rapid river, and, for the firft time lince we be- 
gan our march, were brought under cover. As 
the coolies were bringing Enfign Cadogan of 
the Bombay Eftablilhment, who was extremely 
ill, into the fort, he endeavoured to ihift his 
pofture in the quilt in which he was carried, for 
which he received a blow on the head, and died 
in a Ihort time afterwards ; when he was, in 
like manner with the former deceafed officers, 
dripped of every article, and in that naked date 
thrown into an hole by the fide of the river, 
without differing us to pay our lad duty to 
the deceafed. As we approached the deftined 
place of confinement, our effort began to relax 
a little in their feverity, and fupplying bullocks 
tp fome pf the lick to ride on (for the uft of 
0 4 which 
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which we gave part of the few cloathes we had 
with us) by flow marches we arrived on the 
21ft of May, 1783, at Chittledroog, a ftrong 
and almoft impenetrable fortrefs, irregularly 
built on the end of a ridge of hills, Unrounded 
by a flat country, one hundred and twenty-eight 
miles eaftward of Bednore. Here we were con- 
ducted in triumph to a ftreet leading to the 
Durbar, where we were furrounded by orouds 
of people, and detained till four o'clock in the 
afternoon ; at which hour all the fervants, ex- 
cept one to every five officers, were taken away ; 
they then divided us into two parties, and march- 
ed us up through ten very ftrong gateways, to 
the top of one of the higheft hills, where we 
were clofely confined in two feparate hoyfes; 
and after having a third time fearched and 
plundered us, our hand-cuffs were- knocked off, 
and irons put to our legs. — Late in the evening, 
having had nothing to eat the whole day, they 
brought us fome rice, with wood and water £q 
drefs it ; and next morning we were ordered to 
deliver up all our knives and papers, but were 
permitted to keep a few books, which fome of 
the officers had brought with them : they then 
fiirnifiied us with an hand-mill for the purpofe 
of grinding rice, which afterwards became our 
chief employment. About ten o’clock a Bra- 
min came up, and delivered to each perfon one 
3 ■ feer 
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feer of the coarfeft rice and two pice, with wood 
fufficient to cook our victuals, which he told us :» 
was to be our daily allowance. Our fervants were 
allowed each a pice a-day. We were alfo fur- 
nilhed with a bazar pretty well fupplied with 
every article except butcher’s meat. 

On the 8th, the wood which had hitherto 
been ferved to us was flopped, nor would the 
enemy fupply us with more, until we confented 
to pay for it, which additional expence deprived 
us of half our daily allowance. On application 
being made for medicines for the fick, we were 
informed, that the ftridefl orders had been if- 
fued not to fupply us with any ; that we had 
not been brought there to live, and that the 
Nawaub would be very happy to hear we were 
all dead. This cruel treatment operated very 
forcibly oa the feelings of thofe gentlemen who 
Were at this time in a bad ftate of health : many 
of them feemed to defpair of recovery, as they 
were to look for no afliftance but what Nature 
might afford. Thus unhappily fituated, we 
ufed every means to procure fome medicines, 
but all in vain, for the fentries (the only per- 
Tons’ to whom we could apply)- told us, that 
however much they were inclined to contribute 
to our relief, it was not in their power. ■ , 
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wQn^the x 3 th, three women, who were con- 
fined with us, were decoyed out by a report of 
-•feme fine fait fifh being in the bazar : on their 
.going out, the doors of our prifon were im- 
mediately lhut, and foon after, we were alarm- 
ed with horrid Ihrieks and the cries of murder, 
and could plainly hear the women call upon us 
for afliftance ; but as it was totally out of our 
powerto afford them afiy, we could only deplore, 
their fituation in anxious fufpence, not knowing 
what might be their fate : however, an hour had 
not elapfed before our apprehenfions were agree- 
ably relieved by their fafe return, when they in- 
formed us they had been very roughly handled, 
and narrowly fearched, and that a few pagodas, 
’Which; they, had found means to conceal, had 
been taken from them. 


On- the 15th, we were deprived of the bazar, 
nothing being brought for fale but four milk, 
fait, chillies (or red pepper), tamarinds, and to- 
bacco. About midnight, Serjeant Dobbins, of 
the load regiment, who had been ill of a fever 
feme days, paid the debt of Nature. 


On the 20th, they deprived us of the four 
milk, fo that we had then nothing to fubfift on 
but rice alone, without any other liquid. Un- 
certain how this diet might agree with us, and 

feveral 
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feveral of the officers being fick and deftitute 
of medicines, our fituation became wretched, 
and our profpeCts dreadful, from a belief that 
the worft was yet to come, and our fufpicions 
were fell further increafed by their taking away 
-a fey? Onions, which one of the gentlemen had 
referred, from the time of our being deprived 
of the bazar, juft as they were going to be 
boiled. 

About this time, died Lieutenant William 
P'atterfon, of the load regiment.' Before his 
body was Cold, our inhuman guards Fuffied 
andfeSfed upon the few remaining things ’fee* 
longing to him, threatening to punifh with 
rigour thofe gentlemen who fliould attempt to 
conceal any part of them. We now became ex- 
ceedingly anxious to learn the fit uation of affairs, 
and punctually liftened every night to the con- 
Verfation of the guard, from whom we hoped 
to gather fome intelligence, and were not dis- 
appointed : for we were frequently gratified with 
the moft flattering and plaufible accounts of the 
fuceefs of our army ; which accounts were lome- 
times conffrmed, and at other times- contradicted, 
by the fentries, with whom we had frequent op- 
portunities of converting during the day. 


We 
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We qtfeftioned them concerning our Euro* 
pems and fepoys, who were confined in the 
Cortland they told us that the former were treated 
in the fame manner as ourfelves ; but that the 
latter, with our fervants, were only allowed 
one feer of rauggy, which is the word; grain in 
the country, and one pice each per day : that 
they were employed during the day to work as 
coolies, carrying ftones, mud, and chunam, 
(mortar made of done or fliells) for ereding 
and repairing the enemy’s works, and that in the 
evening, after they had finifhed their labour, 
they were confined in prifon, with irons upon 
their legs, and their hands tied behind then. 


They further informed us, that our fepoys 
had . been frequently alked to enter into the ene- 
my’s fervice, and threatened to be hanged in 
cafe they refufed to do fo, being told, at the 
fame time, that all the European officers had 
engaged in the fervice of the Nawaub ; but that 
our fepoys difregarded their threats, and told 
them, with a firm refolution, that they would 
fooner die, working as coolies, than enter into 
his fervice, and that they well knew none of 
the European officers would ever engage to 
ferve under him. This pleafing news of the 
fortitude and fidelity of our brave fepoys, who 
were labouring under fuch cruel hardftiips, gave 

the 
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the utmoft fatisfa&ion, and confiderably light- 
ened the burden of our ownfufferings. 

On the 3d of July, Dr. Carmichael, of the 
Bombay Eftablifhment, had his irons knocked 
off, and was conducted below to vifit Dowlat 
Bhauee, who was fuddenly taken ill. The 
Do&or returned in the evening, and informed 
us, that after prefcribing for the Jemmidar, he 
gave him a moft excellent dinner, and made 
him an offer of remaining in an houfe below, 
which he declined. Dowlat Bhauee alfo promif- 
ed the Dofiror that he lhould not again be put ia 
irons, and faithfully kept his promile. 

On the 1 ith of this month, died Lieutenant 
Auchinlech of the Company’s troops. He had 
been long ill of a flux, and though frequent ap- 
plications were made to have his irons taken 
off, our cruel tyrants would not confent to it; 
but, an hour before his death, they brought a 
black-fmith, and though we ftrongly folicited 
them not to difturb him in his laft moments, 
they pofitively infilled on knocking off his 
irons, which they effected with great pain to 
the poor dying man. 

On the 27th of Augult, our daily allowance 
was augmented to three pice each; and we were 
■ ' . 1 informed 


I 


, ' if 


I 


s 



222 1MPE.IS0N.MEHT AND SUFFERINGS 

informed’ that a ceffation of arms had taken 
place between the Eaft-India Company and 
Tippoo Sultaun Nawaub Bahauder; that a 
treaty of peace was actually on foot,, and that 
the Bnrrah Myar would be fent by the jemmidar 
to acquaint us with it. We waited impatiently 
for a confirmation of this joyful news, until 
five o’clock in the evening, when the Myar 
made his appearance, acquainted us, in a very 
formal manner, that peace was nearly concluded 
between the powers at war, that in the mean 
time we fhould have a bazar, and requefted to 
know all our wants. We were deluded into a 
firm belief of this intelligence, for five days ; 
but, on the firft of September, were undeceived, 
by the bazar being again taken away, and the 
additional pice ftruck off. Upon making en- 
quiry into the caufe of this fudden change, we 
were told, that the Burrah Myar would fatisfy 
vs on that head ; but as he did not, at that 
time, pay us another vifit, we concluded it was 
only a pretext calculated to ferve fome particu- 
lar pupofe. 

On the 5th of October, our daily fubfiftence 
was again augmented to three pice, and the 
following day a bazar was fent to us, in whi'ch 
was ghee, (a very ranpid fort of butter made 
from the milk of buffaloes) dholl, (a kind of 


peas 
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peafe which grow in fmall narrow pods on a 
flirub) fugar, wheat-flour, maffaullaw, (fundry 
forts of fpice) tobacco, limes, and vegetables. 

On the 20th, the Burrah Myar a feeond 
time made his appearance, and we were in great 
expectation of receiving fome agreeable intel- 
ligence : but his errand was only to enquire, 
whether any of us underftood the method Of 
making mufket-flints, paper, or black-lead pen- 
cils, offering great rewards to any perfon who 
would inftrudt him in thofe arts. 

m, . ■ . . At 

On the 5th of November, we had- the mif- 
fortune to lofe Dr. Carmichael, of the Bombay 
Eftablilhment, who had been ill for a confider- 
able length of time, and whofe death was much 
lamented by every gentleman in the prifon. 

On the 4th of December, our fervants, as 
they went to draw water, for the firft time, had 
the opportunity of fpeaking to thole fervants at- 
tending upon the gentlemen in the other prifon, 
from whom we had the fatisfaclion to. hear that 
they all enjoyed good health, and had only loft, 
during their confinement, Mr. Browne, Quarter* 
matter of the 160th regiment, Enfign Bateman, 
of the Bombay Eftablifhment, arid a private fol- 


dier of the 58 th regiment. At different periods * 
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we experienced various kinds of treatment, fome- 
titiies meeting with lefs ffeverity than at others : 
we had an inftance of their lenity on Chriftmas* 
day, when the bazar-man was directed to bring for 
fale abundance of fruit, fweetmeats, and vege- 
tables, together with fome fheep, two of which 
were purchafed by fome of the gentlemen who 
had faved money out of their daily allowance 
for that purpofe. 


On the '3d of January, 1784, died, much 
regretted, : Lieutenant Drew, of the Bombay 
Eftablilhment, after a painful lingering illnefs. 
Having the curiofity to enquire how they dif- 
pofed of the bodies of the deceafed, we were 
allured, by different people, that they were 
thrown over a precipice, into a morafs, where 
they were devoured by typers and vultures. _ 

On the 10th, butcher’s meat was allowed to 
be brought into the bazar, and fold in fmaU 
quantities, in common with other articles. Our 
treatment was now much better than heretofore; 
we wanted for nothing that we could, with our 
fmall allowance, afford to purchafe; and as 
many as chofe were permitted to go to the 
outer yard, from fun-rife to fun-fet. From this 
great alteration in the behaviour of the enemy, 
as well as from their repeated affurances that 

\ ^ ' peace 
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peace was concluding, we were led to believe 
that the happy day would foon arrive when we 
fhould be freed from our ihackles, and once 
more enjoy the liberty of Britons. 

On the ioth of February, died Lieutenant 
Hugh Moore, of the 98 th regiment, who, fome 
days before his death, had been indulged with 
a room to himfelf, in an houfe in the outer yard ; 
which after his deceafe we were permitted to 
occupy, during the day. We ■were now pbfitively 
affured that peace was concluded, and that all 
the prifoners would be releafed in a few days, 
which happy period we anxioufly waited for * 
but having been fo often deceived, we much 
fufpebted the truth of this intelligence, notwith- 
ftanding the indulgent behaviour of the enemy. 

On the, 23d of March, however, all our doubts 
were cleared up, for early in the morning, the 
Wordy Wollah came with feveral black-fmiths, 
and informed us he had received orders from 
Dow 1 at Bhauee to knock off our irons, and to 
acquaint us that peace was concluded, and that 
we were to be releafed in a day or two. The 
emotions we felt on receiving this joyful and 
mod welcome hews, joined to the pleafmg fen- 
fation of having our legs at liberty, no pen can 
defcribe; for awhile, nothing hut congratula- 
P tions 
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tions and rejoicings were heard re-echoing from 
every part of the prifon. 


where we had not been long before we difcovered, 
at a diftance, our brother officers, who had 
been Separated from us on our arrival at Chit- 
tledroog; and fuch was our eagernefs to meet, 
that the fixed bayonet of the guard could not 
prevent our running feveral yards to embrace 
each other. This was a period of blifs, of which 
the firft monarch in the world might juftly have 
envied us ; we were fo drowned in joy, that for a 
while we forgot that we were {till in the hands of 
the enemy, but were foon recovered from our 
trance, by receiving, orders to proceed below, 
which we gladly obeyed, and about ten o’clock, 
arrived at the kutchery, (a building e reded for 
holding courts of judicature, and tranfa&ing 
all public buiinefs in general) where we had the 
inexpreffible pleafure of meeting with Meffrs. 
Gordon and Brunton, two Lieutenants of the 
Madras Eftabliffiment, who had been taken pri- 
foners fome years before, with Colonel Baillie, 
and of feeing many other of our fellow-fufferers, 

both 
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Both Europeans and fepoys, though we were not 
permitted to converfe much with the latter. Our 
fervants, who had been taken from us on our 
arrival at Chittled'roog, were delivered over to 
us, from whom guflied tears of joy at the light 
of their mailers. They informed us, that feveral 
of our flave-boys had been taken out of prifon 
and carried away : we now therefore demanded 
them to be given up to us, but could obtain no 
other redrefs or anfwer, than that' “ they were 
all dead.” 

Soon after our arrival here, we had the mor- 
tification to fee feveral balkets of hand-cuffs 
placed before us, for the purpofe of again link- 
ing us two and two : but on making a forcible 
reprefentation to Dowlat Bhauee, and on fign- 
ing a paper, wherein we gave our paroles of 
honour, for our own good behaviour, and 
bound ourfelves anfwerable for that of the troops, 
he relinquilhed his intention of making us Buffer 
that horrid, and ignominious punifhment. — We 
were not fo fuccefsful in our ftrenuous applica- 
tion in behalf of our brave, faithful foldiers ; 
for they, poor fellows, were obliged to endure 
that; cruel indignity. 

As moll of the officers and men were nearly 
naked, and all of us in want of lhoes, we 
P 2 ■ made 
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made an application, for a fum of money to be 
advanced to us, on the Honourable Company’s 
account, and were informed by Dowlat Bhauee, 
that a Buckffiy (Paymafter) would be fent with 
us, who would fupply us with every thing we 
could have occafion for. Having been detained 
in the kutchery till four o’clock in the after- 
noon, we were then all conducted to the , bury- 
ing ground, about one mile and an half diftant 
from the fort. As foon as we halted, we all 
affembled together, and on relating to. each 
other our bufferings, we found that the officers 
who had been feparated from us, were ufed in 
every refped: in the fame manner as ourfelves. 


On the 26th, having received no allowance 
of rice or pice for the preceding day, we a iked 
for fome victuals, and fome hours after, a feer 
of rice and . one pice was delivered to each 
perfon. We were amazed and did not know 
how to account ’ for the reduction of our pit- 
tance ; for, as peace was concluded, we naturally 
imagined our allowance would rather have been, 
augmented than reduced : but, on making an 
enquiry into the caufe, we were told, that the 
Commiffioners from Madras, employed in ne- 
gotiating the treaty, had not ffipulated for any 
kind of provifions for us, and that the Nawaub 
’ had 
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liad fent orders to furnifh us •with juft as much 
as .was barely fufficient to fupport life. 


In the evening we received intelligence from 
a fepoy, who had formerly been in the Englifh 
fervice, that Dowlat Bhauee had detained fif- 
teen of our drummers and flave-boys, and con- 
fined them in an houfe clofe to that where he 
lived ; alfo, that the Jemmidar had kept back 
ten European foldiers, and twenty-three fepoy s, 
whom he feparately confined in different parts 
of the fort, and had given out that they were 

dead. 


This day and the 27th, feveral parties of our 
European foldiers and fepoys, from various 
parts of the country, joined us ; and, as foon 
as they could get an opportunity, many of them 
Ihewed their gratitude and generofity, by fend- 
ing feveral of us a little money, which they had 
contrived to fave when they were firft taken. 
As feveral officers obtained permiffion to vifit 
their men, we learned that the Europeans had 
been better ufed than we. were, except at one 
place, where, having only a feer of rauggy, and 
one pice to fubfift on, they gave part of that al- 
lowance for pieces of dried iheep-lkins, which 
being the only fort of animal food they could 
procure, they were afflidted with the fiux to fuch 
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a degree, that out of two hundred and thirty, 
only one hundred and thirteen furvived ; and the 
enemy were fo rigid, as not even to allow them 
to wafh their hands and faces, or comb their 
hair, for the fpace of four months. Out fepoys 
were equally oppreffed in every prifon, all of 
them having been employed as coolies, carrying 
mud, ftones, and chunam, the whole time of 
their confinement, without any other allowance 
than one feer of rauggy and one pice to each ; 
befides which, they were- daily punilhed with 
ftripes, and threatened to be hanged for refufing 
to enter into the Nawaub’s fervice ; and in con- . 
fequence of this cruel treatment, great numbers 
of them died. One circumftance, with which 
we were made acquainted by fome of the Euro- 
pean foldiers, fo much redounds to the honour 
of the fepoys, that it ought not to pafs unno- 
ticed. — In fome of the prifons where the Euro- 
peans and fepoys were confined together, the 
latter faved money out of their daily allowance, 
and purchafed meat for the former, at the fame . 
time telling them, they well knew the cu floras 
of Europeans, . and that they could not fubfift 
without it. When on their march, alfo, they 
would not fuller the Europeans to carry their 
knapfacks, but the fepoys took them and carried j 
them themfelves, telling the Europeans that they 

were 
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were better able to bear the heat of the fun than 
they were, the climate being natural to them. 

On the 28th, doolies having been provided 
for the fick, we began our march, guarded 
by an efcort of fixty cavalry, and five hun- 
dred infantry, under the command of Meer 
Buckfhy, for Oofcottah, where, as Dowlat 
Bhauee informed us, all the prifoners were to 
be collected, and where we fhould meet fome 
of our own gentlemen fent from Madras, pro- 
vided with money, and every other article re- 
quifite for our reception. 


During the march, and after we halted, the 
guards were very particular in keeping the feve- 
ral parties feparate : but the Buckftiy was fo 
good as to allow many of the Europeans to 
take off their irons. 

! Nothing further material happened ’till our 
arrival at Seerahungy, on the 8th of April, 
when the Buckfhy informed us, that he ex- 
pelled a gentleman high in the Company’s civil 
fervice at Madras, would overtake us that night, 
as he had Heard he was very near ; and the next 
morning, before the rear had marched off the 
ground, the gentleman alluded to, and Enlign. 
Fomblong, of the fame Eft abl ifhment , overtook 
P 4 us. 
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us. The appearance of thefe gentlemen gave 
us inexpreffible fatisfacfcion, for nothing could 
be more agreeable to us, at this time, Than 
meeting with fome of our own countrymen. 
Thofe gentlemen who were in the rear were 
very cordially received by Mr Fomblong ; but 
the other Englilh gentleman’s conduct was not 
fo pleafing ; for, though he had it much in his 
power to have affifted us, if he had chofen it, 
when he was iequefted by one of the officers to 
ufe his endeavours with the Buckihy, to have 
all the men taken out of irons, he replied, “ the 
Jituatlon the troops were then in was the bejl 
<£ and fecurejl way of marching them” & fhousxJr*, 


. Another officer reprefented to this gentleman 
the' many rdiftrefles of the officers and men, and 
particularly mentioned their being bare-fpoted ; 
as alfo the neceffity we were reduced to of pur- 
chafing the mere neceffaries of life from the 
bazar man, at fuch an exorbitant intereft. In 
anfwer to which, this gentleman told him, he 
could give us no aiiiftance ; and he afked him, 
bow he intended to difcharge the bazar debt? 
Then immediately turning to another officer, 
with the coolefl indifference, he asked him what 
corps he belonged to. The officer who addreffecj 
this gentleman in behalf of himfelf and fellow- 
sufferers, was fo fhocked at thofe words, a$4 
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his behaviour, that he could make him no 
anfwer, but took his leave in filept aftonilh- 

ment. ***. «■ 4 * «****>/ ***</ 

On the 1 2th, having loft, by death, only two 
Europeans, we arrived at Oofcottah, where we 
found Lieutenant Dallas, of the Madras cavalry, 
who had been appointed by the Commiffioners 
to receive the prifoners. Mr. Dallas’s behaviour 
was widely different from that of the gentleman 
Whofe conduct I have been relating. The con- 
trail: was a very pleafing one, for Mr. Dallas 
came to us in the evening, accompanied by Lieu- 
tenant MfAllifter, and Cornet Leonard, of the 
Madras cavalry, and with the raoft friendly good 
nature, offered every affiftance he was able to 
afford us. 

On the 13th, another party of prifoners ar- 
rived, whom the Commiffioners had collected 
on their march from Mangalore, when a fecond 
happy meeting enfued, and ip the evening we 
all joined Lieutenant Dallas, and were delivered 
over in charge to Beem Row, a Bramin appointed 
bytheNawaub to conduft the Britilh prifoners 
ftrom Oofcottah to the Carnatic, We now en- 
joyed a greater fcope of liberty, than we had 
ever done fince we were captured, being allowed 
t ft range over the whole camp ; and Beem Row 
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Was fe'godd as to take all the troops out p£ 
irons, though he had orders to the contrary we 
alfb iivecl in perfect luxury,' compared to our 
late mode of exifting for Mr. Dallas furnifhed 
us with tents, and daily fupplied up with meat 
and liquors, and ufed all his exertions to give 
general fatisfadtion. 


This day arrived, from Bangalore, Mr. Sadlier, 
and Colonel Braithwaite,of the Madras Eftablifh- 
ment, which latter gentleman obtained permiffion 
from the Nawaub to proceed to Madras, with Mr. 
Sadlier, before the other prifoners : they accord- 
ingly fet out for the Carnatic the next morning, 
leaving a large quantity of the Company's liquors, 
and two thoufand pagodas, which fum was after- 
wards diftributed, referring a part for the other 
prifoners, who were hourly expended : each of 
the officers received two pagodas, each of the 
failors one pagoda and an half, and each foldier 
one pagoda. The fepoys did not receive any 
until feme days after, when they each lhatred 
one rupee and an half. Each of the officers alfo 
received a hat, a pair of ffioes, four pair of 
flocking®, and a fufficient quantity Of broad 
cloth for one coat ; thefe articles having been 
lent up by the Government of Madras. 


April r 7. Lieutenant Dallas, who had been 
pointed by the Commiffioners for peace to 

receive 
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receive the prifoners, with a detachment of the 
Madras cavalry, and two companies of fepoys, 
difmoanting his horfemen, and fupplying as ma- 
ny officers as he could with horfes, the whole of 
the prifoners, efcorted by a fmall guard of the 
Sultan's, began their march towards Vellore, at 
which place we all of us arrived on the 25th of 
April, 1784. Beem Row, a Bramin, whom 
Tippoo Sultan had appointed to condud the 
prifoners from Oofcottah to the confines of the 
Carnatic, received from Mr. Dallas a receipt for 
all the prifoners whom the Sultan had delivered 
up. On this we were reftored to liberty, the va- 
lue of which we had been taught to eftimate by 
a long and painful confinement. 


But two hundred Britifh prifoners were ftill 
detained in the country of the tyrant. Of thefe, 
however, we have now the fatisfadion t a dd, 
that many have made their efcapes in the years 
1 7S5, and 1786, by taking advantage of the vici- 
nity of the Nizam’s and Mahrattas' armies ; with 
whom Tippoo Saib foon made war, after he had 
made peace with the Englifn, The Europeans, 
with great numbers of Tippoo’s native troops, 
deferred to different parties of the Mahrattas ; 
from whom they found occafions of flying to 
feme of our frontier polls and garrifons. 



2%6 WAR IN ASIA, 

The fates of the Captains Rutlidge and Spee- 
.diman, jun, of the artillery, two of the young 
men who were forcibly circumcifed, as already 
mentioned, and compelled to enter into the fer- 
vke of the enemy, are fingular. The firft, a 
very fpirited and intelligent youth, was, by the 
latefl; accounts, in the command of a roffalla, 
or battalion, and in high favour. The other, 
who was alfo a very prornifing young man, on 
receiving fome difgraceful ufage, refcued him- 
fclf, by a voluntary furrender of life, from his un- 
fortunate fituatipn, and from all human calamities. 


We look back, now, to the days of our cap- 
tivity, with a kind of melancholy fatistafoion, 
compofed of a thoufand' mixed emotions not to 
be defcribed. Thefe are always deeply tin&ured 
with gratitude to the exertions of government 
at home, and. their principal fervants, both mi- 
litary and civil, in India; but, above all, to 
the Governor General of Bengal, to whofe mag- 
nanimous exertions we were principally indebted 
for our reftoration to liberty, and prefervation from 
death ; and the reports of whofe tranfcendent ta- 
lents and virtues, glorioufly difplayed under ac- 
cumulated difficulties, now and then diffufed a 
gleam of hope thro’ the horrors of hard confine- 
ment. And here I foalltake the liberty of giving 
yent to the emotions of furprize, grief, and indig- 
nation, which fwelled in our breads on our return 
to Europe, at the unworthy return for all his 
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difinterefted fervites, — To arraign the Governor- 
General for adtions that p&ffed -prtvlmjly to the 
moft marked inftances of the countenance and 
fupport of government, appeared to be unmanly, 
unfair and infidious, The continuance of Mr. 
Haftings in office, after a knowledge of . all the 
meafures of his adminiftration, feemed to be a 
tacit acknowledgement of his propriety. — Our 
curiofity was now ftrongly excited to enquire 
into the progrefs and termination of the war. 


While Colonel Baillie draggled with the diffi- 
culties already defcribed,- the Britiffi Comman- 
der in Chief, who heard the firing of guns, and 
continued reports of the march of Hyder, be- 
came anxious for the fafety of our detachment, 
and immediately conceived the defign of moving, 
with the main army, to his relief. An officer 
was fent into the pagoda, at Conjeveram, to take 
the charge of the ftores until he ffiould return, 
and verbal orders were given for marching in 
the evening. But the General liftening, it is 
{aid, to the various and contradictory opinions 
of ; certain officious perfons around him, loft the 
critical morftent of adtion. The hour of march- 
ing was delayed ’till ten o’clock, and then put 
off ’till twelve. But the cannonade having by 
this time ceafed, the troops were ordered to reft 
on their arms ’till further orders. Broad day- 
light difcovered that Hyder had certainly mov- 

ed 
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ed ; and, at the fame time, the cannonade was 
renewed with redoubled fury. The General 
immediately put the army in motion towards 
Perambaukiim, the fcene of action ; but un- 
fortunately he was mifguided, contiderably to 
thi right, in his route. By the time he was 
Within two miles of the field of battle, which 
was almoft noon, the firing cea'fed at once. 
Some wounded fepoys, brought in by our flank- 
ing parties, reported the fate of our unfortunate 
little army. The General, on this intelligence, 
immediately reverting the line of his march, 
returned on his fteps towards Conjeveram. 
He had no foaner reached this place, than he 
gave orders for deftroying four of his heavy 
cannon, with a great quantity of ammunition,- 
as there was not any conveniency for carrying 
them off. ' 


Sept. 1780. At two o’clock on the nth, in 
the morning, our army marched, -without beat 
of drum, towards Chingliput ; where they 
grounded their arms on the glacis, about break 
of dayf on Tuefday the iath. The greateft 
part of the baggage, and many of the lick and 
wounded, were left at Conjeveram, where they 
fell into the hands of the enemy. A general 
panic pervaded the army, infomuch, it is laid, 
that it was fuggefted to the General, by a cer- 
tain 
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tain officer, whofe . name it is unneceffary to re- 
veal, to difbahd the fepoys, and to take fhe’iter 
with the Europeans in the Dutch fettlement at 
Sadras. 

In thefe circumftances, the fpirits of our men 
were revived by the fortunate arrival of the other 
detachment, which had been aflembled at Tri- 
chinopoly, under Colonel Cosby. The Colonel, 
on the morning of the 10th of September, readi- 
ed Vandewafh, where he heard, at the diftance 
of near forty, miles, the cannonade of Baillie’s 
and Hyder’s army, but could not form any judg- 
ment of what it was. He left his tents Handing, 
as a blind to the enemy, marched all night, and, 
on the morning of the nth, arrived in fight of 
the pagodas of Conjeveram. The detachment 
being now greatly fatigued, and the Colonel un- 
able to procure any intelligence concerning the 
fituation of ours or Hyder’s army, on account 
of the enemies flying parties of horfe, he halted 
for feme hours, and marched again in the even- 
ing. He was proceeding on his march towards 
Conjeveram, with equal rapidity and circutn- 
fpefltion, when he was informed by one of our 
fepoys, who had efcaped from a body of the 
enemy that had juft then made their appearance, , 
of the defeat of Colonel Baillic, and the retreat 
of the main army to Chingliput. The Colonel, 
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mEiTprefent critical fituation, refolved imme- 
diately to prefs forward to that place, which, 
though the fepoy’s information Ihould prove 
faife, was ftill within a forced march of Conje- 
veram ; and which, if the information ihould 
prove true, was the only place of fafety for the 
detachment. This fmall body preferring a fteady 
countenance, and marching flowly in the moil 
exadi order, the infantry fix deep, cohered iii 
front and rear by the two regiments of cavalry, 
deterred the enemy, who harraffed them on every 
fide, from any clofe' ’attempt, and entirely faved 
the baggage. As our troops approached t(j 
Chingliput the force of the enemy continued to 
increafe, by the junction of the cavalry which 
had followed Munro thither the day before. The 
rear of the detachment, was, at times, very 
hard preffed. The enemy made a {hew of throw- 
ing themfelves between them and the river of 
Chingliput : but a quick fire from the field 
pieces obliged them to defift from their attempt. 


The joy which the main army felt on the 
jundtion of Colonel Cofby’s detachment, was 
heightened by furprize; for he had marched 
upwards of two hundred miles in a very fhort 
fpace of time ; though the whole of the country 
through which lie came from Trichinopoly, 
Was over-run by the enemy. It is of fome im- 
portance 
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portance to obferve, that between Tiagar and 
Tricalore, our troops were fired upon, through 
jungles, by the inhabitants of the country, who 
were under the influence the friends and 
emiflaries of Hyder, 


Sept. 13, 1780. On Wednefday, at fix o’clock 
in the evening, our troops began to march from 
Chingliput, and after being annoyed part of 
the way by the enemy’s horfe, arrived about 
one o’clock in the morning, on Thurfday the 
14th, at the Mount. They were, foon after, 
cantoned in the houfes on Choultry plain, for 
the approaching monfoon. Five companies of 
of fepoys, with four guns, kept poflefiion of 
the Great, and two companies, with two guns, 
of the Little Mount. Thefe pods were {Length- 
ened by temporary works for the fecurity of the 
cattle of the army againft the enemies irregular 
horfe, and fignals were eftablifhed for the pro- 
tection of the cantonments. 


The retreat of our army, to Fort St. George, 
filled the whole inhabitants at once with forrow 
for their wounded or flaughtered friends, and 
anxiety for their own fafety. The more timid 
were eager to find opportunities of returning 
with as much of their fubftance as poffible to 
Europe, while thefe of greater courage, calx 
Q their 
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their eyes to Bengal, looking with folicitnde 
for fuccour from that rich and extenfive pro- 
vince, The Prefidency of Madras made a for- 
mal reqnifition t<^ the Supreme Council of a 
reinforcement fuitable to the exigency of their 
affairs. That fuccours,to a certain amount, fhould 
be fent to Madras, was readily agreed to by 
the whole Council : , but concerning that a- 
mount, as well as the time of fending' the fuc- 
cours, there were different opinions. Mr. Fran- 
cis, impreffed with the unexampled difafter 
which had befallen our arms in the Carnatic, 
was alarmed for the fafety of Bengal itfelf, 
the center and feat of the Britifli government in 
Afia. The main exertions of government, if 
guided by the counfels of that gentleman, would 
have been confined to Bengal, which would have 
become the feat of war ; and the other poffeffions 
of the Company, in India, would have been left 
almoft wholly to their own refources. The 
Governor-General, and other Members of the 
Supreme Council, kept a fteady eye on every 
part of our eafiern empire, and carried, with a 
liberal hand, relief to the diftreffed. Nor was 
their fyftem merely defenfive. They refolved to 
attack our combined foes in every quarter : in 
the Eaft, in the Weft, in the North ; on the cpaft 
of Coromandel, on that of Malabar, and in the- 
province of Ivtklva. It was determined to fend a 
fupply of men and treafure to Madras ; to make 
2 peace 
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jfyeace with the Mahrattas on reafonable terms, 
or, if this Should be rejected, to profecute the war 
againft them with vigour ; and to make a diver- 
sion in favour of our operations in the Carnatic, 
by an attack on Hyder on the coaft of Malabar. 

In confequence of thefe wife and fpirited coun- 
fels. Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief in 
India, landed at Madras, from Calcutta, on 
the 5th of November, to take the cdfnmand of 
the army. He brought with him three hun- 
dred Europeans in battallion, upwards of two 
hundred European artillery, and fome pieces of 
cannon, and 500 lafcars, with fifteen lacks of 
rupees, and a large fupply of provisions. Six 
companies of grenadier fepoys arrived about the 
fame time, by fea, from Mafiulipatam ; and the 
remainder of the feventh battalion, augmented 
to fix companies, came at their own requeft from 
Ongle, under Captain Grant, to revenge the Iofs 
of their friends in the difafler of Colonel Baillie. 

Four companies of grenadier fepoys belong- 
• iag to the battalions in the Vizagapatam district, 
were affembled at that place to be embarked for 
Madras. The officers having dined with the 
Chief, Mr. Cafamajor, came to the parade in 
the afternoon to march the men to the beach, 
and were received by a fire of mufquetry, by 
Qj which 
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which three of them were killed and others - 
wounded. The mutineers then plundered the- 
place, and went off to fome of the petty Rajahs 
of the country. — General Stuart, of whofe mi- 
litary Cervices the public had been deprived from 
1 777, when he was fuperfeded in the chief 
. command of the army on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, had left the Prelidency not many weeks 
before Hyder’s invafion of the Carnatic, and 
was gone,* for the improvement of his local 
knowledge of India, to Maffulipatam, and the 
Company’s northern provinces. But Sir Eyre 
Coote, anxioufly concerned for the public fafety, 
jfoon after his arrival at Madras, obtained a 
Court Martial, which honourably acquitted and 
reftored -the General to the military fervice of 
his country : an a£t of j.uftice that had been 
long and repeatedly refilled to him. 


A detachment, confiding of ten battalions of 
fepoys, and twenty pieces of cannon, was under 
orders to march to the Carnatic from Bengal; 
and as many troops were to be fent to Madras, 
by fea, as could be fpared by General Goddard, 
who commanded the forces employed in holiili- 
ties againft the Mahrattas. 


Gdtober 31, 1780. While thefe preparations 
were going forward on our part, Hyder-Aliy, 

having 
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having reduced Arcofe, and other inferior polls, 
which, through the treachery of the Commandants 
not lefs than the terror of his arms, fell into his 
hands without refinance, fent detachments a- 
gainft Gingee, Vellore, Amboor,Vandewalh, Par- 
macoil, and Carangooly, which, with Ching- 
liput, Cuddalore, and Tiagar, were Hill inpof- 
feffion of the Englilh. Carangooly, which was in 
a ruinous Hate, was defended only by a haval- 
dar’s guard, which abandoned it on the approach 
of theenemy. 


December, 1780. A large body of the enemy 
furprifed Gingee in which there was only one 
company of our fepoys, and thefe reduced to 
half their numbers by ficknefs. The Nabob had 
feven or eight companies of fepoys in this place, 
but they made not the lead; refinance, when a 
party of Hyder’s men efcaladed the lower fort : 
and, as they afcended the rock to one of the up- 
per forts, they feized enfign Macaulay, one of the 
Company’s officers, and delivered him, with the 
place, into the hands of the enemy. 


Hyder, having exhaufted all that could mi- 
sifter fuel either to fury or to rapine in this coun- 
try, determined to lead his victorious army to 
the regions fouthward of the Coleroon. Thefe 
jjlfo had by this time experienced the ravages of 
0^3 P reda ~ 



predatory war, and every .where bore marks of 
defection. Multitudes of needy adventurers, al- 
lured to his ftandard by the hope of plunder, 
pouring down from the mountains of Myfore, 
over-run the countries of Kevalore, Tanjore, 
Trichmopoly, and Madura. A luxuriant crop 
was inftantly fwept off the ground and every wa- 
ter-dyke and embankment totally deftroyed ; the 
inhabitants' who efcaped the {word fought fhelter 
in the forts, where, through want, they miferably 
perillied. The country of Tanjore was in the pof- 
feffion of the invaders, who fecured its crops and 
cattle, repulfed the Company’s troops at different 
places, and confined them within a fingle fortrefs. 
in the capital, where the granaries were empty, 
die Rajah’s fubjedts ripe for revolt, and he him- 
felfaooufed of dandeftinely:introducingarms into 
his palace, and carrying on intrigues wkb'Hg&der. 
While he fecretly endeavoured to convert his pa- 
lace into an arfenal, he fuffered the whole crops 
of the country to be collected by the enemy ; at 
the fame time that he refilled every felicitation 
to fill his magazines, and to provide for events 
neither evitable nor diftant. 


In the Britilh provinces to .the feuthward of 
Trichmopoly and Tanjore, affairs, wore an af- 
pedt equally alarming. The .great Marawa was 
jnfefted by . a numerous body of.teMs t$icter 

the 
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the conduct ,of a Chief nearly related to a family 
jon the throne : the little Marawa, by the mur- 
derer of the late Rajah, who, after the perpe- 
tration of that crime, had fled, in 1773, for 
protection to Hyder, but, returning at the pre- 
sent crifis, feized the reins of government by 
the authority of that, prince, kept the infant Ra- 
jah in confinement, and carried the defolation of 
war into the adjacent territories of the Company, 
held under the name of the Nabob of Arcot. 
The flames of difaifecSfcion and war were fpread 
in their progrefs to Cape Comorin. Many thou- 
lands of Colleries apd Polygars harafled the. 
fouthern provinces ; and the fubjedts of Great- 
Britain were often attacked within the range of 
their forts. 


The refpeftable veteran at the head of the 
troops oppofed to fo formidable an invafion was 
in the fix ty- third year of his age. Though his 
conftitution had fuffered the debilitation of an 
enervating climate, he chearfully underwent, at 
this advanced period of life, as much fatigue as 
any foldier, and as readily encountered danger 
as any officer in his army. He was an handfome 
pian, with a ferious military air. He united fpi- 
rit with caution, and the general courfe of his 
military conduft had been fortunate. There was 
jn his character and example fomething that en- 
Q.,4 ' g^ed 
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.gaged the affections of men, at tlie fame time 
that it commanded their confidence and efleem : 
objects which he knew how to value, and Audit- 
ed on all occafions to acquire* It was on this 
principle that, although he poffefled the foie 
command of the army, he communicated his 
plan of operations, before he took the field, to a 
council of war compofed of Brigadier General 
Stuart, Sir Heftor Munro, and Lord Macleod, 
and alfo to the Seleft Committee of Madras* 
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of arms and provifions. Sir Eyre Coote, accord- 
ingly, leaving the care of Fort St. George, the 
Black Town of Madras, St. Thome, the Mount, 
and parts adjacent, to General Stuart,* took the 
field on the 1 7th of Jan. 1781, at the head of the 
firft body of men that had ever borne arms in 
India. It confifted in eight thoufand infantry, 
eight hundred cavalry, fixty-two pieces of can- 
non, with a fuitable proportion of gunners, and 
a due provifion of military ftores. The confidence 
which the troops repofed in their Commander 
was expreffed by a loud huzza. On the 19th, 
the army paffed Chingliput, and encamped on 
thefouth fide of the Pular, On the 31 ft, a 
detachment under the command of Captain 
Davies, carried Carangooly by furprife, with 
the lofs of 1 70 men on our part, but on that of 
the enemy of double that number. The*a 5 iy 
halted here on the 22d, and were joined by . 150 
of Hyder’s horfe. On the 23d, leaving a gar- 
rifon at Carangooly, they refumed their march 

fouth- 


* There cguld not, at that time, be Ipared from the 
artny, for the protection of the Prefidency, &c. more than 
two’ hundred Europeans, fifty artillery-men, and four 
hundred fepoys, fit for duty. In this fituation it became 
neceffary to coyer the Black Town immediately, by out 
pofts and flanks, railed in mud-work, fuch as to give the 
appearance, at leaft, of more ftrength. After the army 
left the neighbourhood of Madras, General Stuart judged 
it proper to pitch his tent, and fix his head-quarters near 
the wr-'-K of the Black Town of Madras. 
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lijWthward, and carried relief to the long-in, 
veiled garrifon of V andewafh ; the liege of which 
•was raifed by Hyder on the anniverfary day of 
the victory which the General had obtained 
over the French army in their laft appearance in 
Ipdia, in the field, under the command of the 
Counts Lally and D’Eftaign, twenty-one years 
before, at that very place. This circumltance 
^either efcaped obfervation, nor failed to pro, 
duce, in the minds of men prone to fuperftition, 
a very fortunate impreffion. The General’s 
movement at this time had alfo the very im, 
portant effect of obliging Tippoo Saib, Hyder’s 
eldelt fon, on that fame day, to abandon his at, 
tempt on the principal hill fort which com-- 


Englilh army, leaving Vandewalh, di 7 
reeled the line of their march towards Parma, 
coil ; when, intelligence being received by twq 
expreffes which arrived at the fame time, that 
a French fleet, of fix fail of the line, and fome 
frigates, under the command of Monfieur 
P’Qrves, had palled Madras, they faced about, 
and returning on their Heps, encamped along 
the eminences above Carangooly. The Gene- 
ral’s firft thoughts inclined him to return im- 
mediately towards Madras, until he receive^ 
General Stuart’s letter, alluring him that there 
f as nothing that could interfere with the plan 



of the campaign, or to be apprehended from the 
French Squadron, excepting the interruption 
of the rice Supplies by fea, from the 
iidency to the main army : a circumftance, in- 
deed, which became a fource of infinite dis- 
quietude to the Commander in Chief ; whofe 
s correspondence is reported to have been highly 
interefting, and expreffive of the great public 
and private fenfibility of his mind, at this 


It was now, alfo, that the Commander 
Chief received the unwelcome news of the im- 
portant and almoft impregnable fort of Am» 
boor haying been taken by Hyder, after a flight 
defence, • 


Jan. £8, 1781. The General felt this 
the more, that if it had held out but 
longer, it would have been, as well as 
and Vellore, relieved by the movements of the 
army. On the ad of F ebruary, our troops marched 
from the left towards Parmacoil, where they en- 
camped on the 3d ; and on the 5th, they fat 
on the Red Hills, with their front towards 
dicherry, which had been taken from the French 
in 1 7 7 8 ,hy a detachment of the Company’s troops 
lander the command of Sir Hector Munro. Here 
the General-intended to make a halt, both for the 
relaxation of the troops, and learning the inten- 
sions and movements of the 
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4th of February, Hyder was obierved nearly 
within cannon foot of the rear of our encamp- 
ment, fecured by a large tank, paffing, with 
his eye fixed, as was fuppofed, on Cuddalore, 
at the head of his army. The drums inftantly 
beat to arms. At four in the afternoon the Eng- 
y-fh army began to move, filing off, by the left, 
into the lower road, towards Cuddalore, where 
they arrived, after a very fatiguing march, on 
the Sth at fix in the morning. They were greatly 
annoyed the whole night, and loft fome ftores 
and baggage. The enemy kept what is called 
the Porto Novo road: fo that the marches of 
both armies were parallel. On the 9 th, our army 
encamped with its right to the ruins of Fort St. 
David, and its left to Cuddalore : a politioii 
which ffiewed their apprehenfions of the farther 
defigns of the enemy* This is the firft inftance of 
an Englifo army being placed in fuch a fituation 
with regard to any of the native powers of In- 
dia : an army too, the bell appointed that had 
ever taken the field in the country. 
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lore, with three redoubts, fecured their rear* 
In this lituation, without tents, and the com- 
forts which thefe afford, our troops, for three 
complete days, offered , the enemy battle. Sir 
Eyre Coote, finding that Hyder declined an 
engagement, returned to his camp, with a great 
increafe in the number of his fick. It was no. 
wonder that the General was thus eager for battle. 
He was reduced to a few days provillons, and 
delay to engage might be equal to defeat in an- 
engagement. 


The fudden and unexpected departure of M. 
D’Orves, the French Admiral, from the coaft 
of Coromandel, brightened up the gloom that 
hung over the minds of our General Officers, al- 
though they were careful to conceal their anxiety 
from the: troops under their command, by open- 
ing a channel for the reception of thofe fupplies 
which the unremitting vigilance and forefight of 
the Supreme Council of Bengal always afforded. 
Sir Edward Hughes, after affifting in the reduc- 
tion of the French fort of Mahe, and .making 
great havock in Hyder’s fleet in his own ports 
of Callicut and Mangalore, returned with the 
garrifon from Tellicherry, confiding of one 
company of Europeans, twenty European ar- 
tillery, and one battalion withfour grenadier com- 
panies of fepoys, to the. coaft of Coromandel. The 
garrifon of Tellicherry was relieved by troops 


ii 
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wm Bombay. The certain information »' 
-eived by the French Admiral concerning the 
deflation of the Engliih fleet determined him 
to fet fail, on the 15th of February, for the 
ifland of Mauritius. But had this Commander . 
left only two frigates to block up the road of 
Cuddalore, confequences might have happened, 
as fatal to the interefts of Great Britain in the 
Eaft, as followed in North America from the 
convention of Saratoga* 

There is not any reafon either of entertain- 
ment or inftrudlion to detail all the particulars 
which fill the fpace between the departure of 
the French fleet, and the junftion of the troops 
r L with the main army, it may 
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that fortrefsi In the month of May, 1,781* 
Lord Macleod returned to the Prefidency on 
account of bad health,., and General Stuart 
joined the troops undef -Sir Eyre Coote* 


The Englifh artny, on the 1 6th of June, now 
well augmented by the garrifon from Telli- 
cherry, and two battalions of fepoys under the 
command of Captain Lamotte, from N agore, 
marched to Mootapol'lami and, on-t-be : 1 gth, 
crofiing the river, encamped near Chilium- 
brum. About fix in the evening, the Trichi 
nopoly detachment, with a twelve pounder, 
and a howitzer, in front, while other three bat- 
talions followed, advanced to the outer gate 
of the pagoda, which was fplendidly illumi- 
nated on the occafion of a feftival. The ene- 
my kept perfect filence till the gun was moved 
forward near to the gate. They then poured 
down a heavy fire, which was returned by our 
men with great fpirit. The gun advanced, and 
blew open the gate, though the Serjeant was 
killed, and the Officer, with feveral of the men 
attached to it, wounded. The lafcars all ran 
away. By. the exertions of the fepoys the gun 
was advanced to the fecond gate. The enemy 
Let fire to a large quantity of ftraw, and to the 
thatch of fofne houfes between the gates. The 
heat ariling from hence was fo exceffive, that fe- 
veral of the fepoys dropped down dead. The 

gun 





abandoned. The battalion, not pro- 
and in want of ammunition, 
the lofs of thirty-eight men killed. 

with fixty fepoys, were 
, with a large ftore of grain 
returned to Porto Novo, 
materials for reducing Chillumbrum 


gun was 
perfy fupported, 
drew off with t— 

Many of the officers, 
wounded. The army, 
found in the pettah, 

to prepare i 

by a regular liege. 

It is but a ihort way that the utmoft human 
fagacity can penetrate into the maze of future 
events. The repulfe at Chillumbrum, which 
feemed pregnant with danger, extricated the 
Englilh army from a moft perilous fituation, 
and happily changed the whole face of our affairs 
ia the Carnatic. » Even a return to Madras, ir 
k could have been effeaed without a further lofs 
of men, would have been followed by effeds 
little lefs difaftrous than what accompany or flow 
from a defeat. It would have difcovered to the 
native powers of India, that our want of maga- 
zines would always oblige us to keep near the 
mslra inrurfions into the inland coun** 
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After'rewarding the Keeladar and garrifon, in 
an aflembly of his officers, he reprefented the 
Englifh army as a fmall and intimidated body 
of men, who, for the laid fix months, had 
fearcely ventured to advance without the bound 
hedge of Cuddalore, and who were now farther 
difpirited by their late lofs and ciifappointment. 
This army, he allured them, which was at length 
under his power, fhould not efcape. He was 
determined to eredt batteries and dfiVe it ,; into 
the fea, or to cut it to pieces, as he had do'ne 
that of Colonel Baillie ; either of which events 
would put him in entire pofleffion of the Carnatic. 
The war being finifhed, he would amply reward 
their bravery by an augmentation of their pay, 
and the command of the conquered country. 
The Chiefs of Hyder applauded his fpeech in 
the higheft manner, and withdrew. But, the 
French Commander, Lalle, having obtained per- 
miffion to give his opinion, entreated Hyder to. 
confider how formidable the Englilh were in 
artillery, how well fupplied with' all military 
ftores, and that they were commanded by an 
officer of the higheft reputation. The only fide 
on which they were weak , 1 was, the' means of 
carrying provifions. It was this circtunftance 
alone that had eonftrained them to remain fo 
long inactive at Cuddalore- An engagement, of 
courfe, which muft be the firft wilh of the enemy, 
fhould > he thought, be avoided. 
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But Hydcr flulhed with fuccefs, and hoping, 
to defeat the only force that could endanger, 
either the conqueft of the provinces fouth of the 
Coleroon, on the’ one hand, or that of the De- 
em on the other, determined to try the event 
of a battle. -He gave orders for cutting roads 
for his guns, and erected three batteries on that 
road which, he fuppofed, would be taken in 
inarching out of Porto Novo by the Englilh ar- 
my. Two more were begun but not completed, 
at a confiderable didance to the left, near the- 
fea. 


On the firft of July, 1781, General Sir Eyre 
Coote led out the Englilh army from Porto No- 
vo, formed in two lines : the firft under General 
Sir Hedor Munro, confiftng of three battalions 
of Europeans, and fix of fepoys, one regiment 
of cavalry, and the body-guard, with thirty- 
five field-pieces, and four howjtzers ; the fecond, 
under General Stuart, of four battalions offe- 
poys, one regiment of cavalry, and fourteen 
field-pieces. The enemy, againft whom this 
force was directed, according to the higheft com- 
putation, exceeded an hundred, and according to 
the lowed, did not fall Ihort of fixty thpufand 
ipen, varioufty armed, with a field train of forty- 
feven pieces of different calibres. 


itt 
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■ A detachment, confiding of two regiments of 
Cavalry and a battalion of fepoys, with fix field- 
pieces, and a fmall number of irregulars, was 
placed between the right of the army and the 
fea, for the protection of the baggage. A fmall 
veflel, for its farther fafety, rode at anchor, with 
her guns ready, in the furf. While our troops, 
thus difpofed, proceeded in order of battle, par- 
ties of horfe paraded in every direction, and 
great quantities of rockets were thrown without 
intermiffion, to confound the obfervation, and, 
if poffible, to throw the Engliih army into dis- 
order, and to impede their movements. Our 
cattle being Weak, the guns were drawn through 
the heavy fand by the lafcars and fepoys. During 
all this time, a fpace of four hours, the enemy 
kept up aconftant cannonade, quick, but ill di- 
rected. Though confiderably within point-blank 
diftance, their fihot frequently ftruck the ground 
twice, fo that the files had time to open and to 
let it through. A large body of the enemy’s 
cavalry now appeared, drawn up in great force 
on- an extenfive plain. On this body the Engliih 
opened an heavy canonnade, which forced them 
to- retire as our men advanced. Their retreat 
opened to die General’s view a range of re- 


doubts, which commanded the road. — Struck 
with this unexpected appearance, he ordered 
the troops to halt, and called a council 'of his 
R 2 principal 







WAR IN ASIA 


During the halt of the army, and while a 
council of war deliberated whether they fhould 
advance or retreat, a faquir who lived on the 
fpot, came up, and difcovered a road cut through, 
the land hills. This road being examined, was 
found to be newly made, and calculated for the 
movement of troops and artillery. Hyder had 
made it the very night before, for the purpofe. 
of attacking the right of the Englifh army, 
wliilft they fhould be engaged in forming the 
.batteries in- front. This farther difpofition was 
intended by that artful Commander, that,; on 
the confufion of our men, the main body of his 
cavalry fhould rufh from behind the batteries 
and complete the rout. The road, defigned 
by Hyder Ally for the overthrow of the Englifh, 
was- defined by Providence for their preferva- 
tion : for, by this, Sir Eyre Coote marched the 
troops, their right being covered by a tope and 
hedge, and having gained a plain, effected their 
deliverance from apparent ruin. 
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Hyder, difappointed in his ftratagem, evacu- 
ated his- works, and moved a-breaft with our 
army, which, after 'paffing through the fand- 
banks and quitting the road, turned to the left, 
and faced the enemy, who, in the poffeflion of a 
ridge of fand -banks in front, feemed to offer 'a 
decifive action.-— The General, now, had not cer- 
tainly any option ; but, from feme caufe or 
other, a fecond hefitation took place. Certain 
unafked opinions were given in favour of a re- 
treat, under the abjcdt and ruinous notion of 
-looking for more equal ground. To the honour 
of General Munrd, it is right to mention, that 
-when the enemy’s batteries were diicovered in 
front of our army, he gave his opinion again ft the 
madnefs of an attack : but that, in -this fecond 
fituation, he urged its abfolute ncccftity. A 

fpace of time, which .appeared to every indivi- 

p . . Hu.ftriltlM.0f- “ , 

dual m^our army of great length, was con- 

fumed, under the enemy’s fire, who had with- 
drawn their guns from the batteries to the line, 
and prefented a new front, before the General 
determined to come to a clofe attack : and it was# 
during this interval, chiefly, that we fuffered 
dtfc fofe that was fuftained in this a&Ion. 


Meanwhile, the heights in the rear of the flrft 

line of our army, led on by Sir Eyre Coote, were ■< 

feized by General Stuart, , who commanded 'the *' 

.. R 3 ' fecond. 

ff.fj M.*. /te&rpwt s«Ao.rtu s6 *6™ ***££ /yL-fauvtt. 
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fecond.^ This excellent difpofition encouraged 
the Commander in Chief to advance with con- 
fidence on the enemy. He marched up, at the 
head of the firft line, to the enemy’s infantry, 
confiding of thirty battalions, drawn up in a 
holloway, and behind fand-hills, where, during 
the cannonade, they had fat down, at the diftance 
of about fifty yards. They rofe, gave their fire 
irregularly, and without effect, and ran. 

But, previoufly to this attack, Hyder had de- 
tached a ftrong body of difciplined infantry, with 
a fuitable train of artillery, a prodigious number 
of irregulars and cavalry, to attack the Englifh 
polled on the heights. Lalie and Pimorin, at 
thebead of their European troops, led on Hy- 
der’s bed horfe in feparated charges ; but they 
were as often fwept off by the well-diyedted fire 
of our artillery. In the la'll of fnefe' charges, 
fell Meer Saib, Hyder’s principal General, endea- 
vouring to infpire his men by his example. A 
tumbril belonging to the cavalry on the right of 
our firft line blew up, but without doing any 
confiderable mifchief. The enemy, taking advan- 
tage of this accident, made an immediate charge 
on the quarter where it happened, but being 
fteadily received, were repulfed. Another” de- 
tachment alfo attempted, by penetrating into the 
interval between our two lines, ta attack Sb 
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“Eyre Coote in the rear. Thus was each wing 
feparately, and alrnoft equally engaged. — The 
frefh forces with which the enemy were in- 
ceffantly relieved, rendered the battle long and 
obftinate, It lafted above fix hours, in which 
every individual in the Company’s fervice fought 
.as if the fate of the day had depended on his An- 
gle efforts. The firft line, triumphing over 
every obftacle, drove the enemy, infantry, ca- 
valry, and artillery, promifcuoufly before them. 
The fecond line, under the command of 
General Stuart, had by this time, not only 
repulfed the other divi-fion of the army, but driv- 
en them from their poft and defeated every .at- 
tempt they made to attack the General’s rear. 
It was alfo the mafterly difpofition, and fpirited 
exertions of the fecond line, that proteded the 
baggage, difpofed, as has been mentioned, 
clofe by the fea, from even the attempts of the 
' enemy. . . ' Sv,;;;r ; 

About two o’clock, the enemy, from their fii 
periority in cavalry, drew off their cannon, in 
fpite. of all the exertions of the vidors. The 
rout was complete and general. — The tumult 
and confufion in the retreat of fuch a multitude 
of people tempted an eager purfuit, which, 
could it have been made, muff have effected an 
unexampled carnage among men and cattle. But 
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odr guns were dragged flowly through deep. and 
.feqdy foil ; while the numbers and thefpiritof 
Hyder’s cattle gave a celerity to his motion which 
burs could not equal. Thegreateft lofs fuftained 
by the enemy happened before our fqeend line, 
where, ignorant of its force and ftrong petition, 
and miftaking it for a common baggage guard, 
they made the moil fpirited attempt on their 
part ; although it mull be allowed that their ar- 
tillery was ferved with great promptitude and 
addrefs, during the whole courfe of the adlion. 
What lofs of men is fuftained in an engagement 
by an Indian army, cannot be afcertained with 
any degree of exadtnefs, as it is a religious max- 
im with all the Hindoos, to carry off as many of 
their wou acted and flain as they can. This they 
think of great importance, being pcrfuaded, 
that after the body is burned, neither the evil 
principle or being, nor the demons of wrath 
who are fubfervient to his will, have any power 
over the emancipated fpirit : a notion that is 
in exadfc conformity to an ancient and very ge- 
neral cloftrine, that matter is the grand principle 
of evil, and that the fouls of thofe who have 
departed from life, hover around, and are at- 
tracted to their bodies, as long as they are en- 
tire ; cither the whole corporeal frame, or any 
of the organized parts or members. The Mah- 
rattas, the Myforeans, the Polynars. and in ne- 
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neral all the Gentoo warriors, have their loins 
begirt with girdles of belts. The horfemen have 
a hook which they dart with great dexterity be- 
tween thofe belts and the dead bodies of their 
friends, and therewith carry them off from the field 
of battle. As nearly as could be conjectured, the 
number of the flain, on the fide of Hyber, 
amounted to three thoufand : but what appeared 
in his fight a greater lofs, was the mortal wounds 
of Meer Saib, his favourite General and Ion-in- 
law, who, at the head of the Mogul and Canary 
cavalry, made the firft impreffion on the Britilh 
lines, in the unfortunate action near Conjeveram. 
The Engliih General halted near the field of ac- 
tion, from inability to purfue the enemy. Our 
lofs did not exceed four hundred, nor was there 
an officer of rank o» diftin&ion among either 
killed or wounded. ;:WAy :ery ecevils,e ; yy;;yy: : *y 


Although no trophies were gained, or prl- 
foners made, the firft of July, 1781, will ever 
be accounted an important day to the eaftem 
branch of the Britilh empire. It broke that fpell 
which was formed by the defeat of Colonel Bail- 
lie, and deftroyed that refpeA which the name 
of Hydet-Ally-Cawn had obtained, from that 
difaftrous to this profperous event, among fu- 
perftitieus obfervers, whofe opinions are formed: 
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by die imprefiion of finking events, mote thaa 
by the dedudlions of region. 

The General, on the 3d of July, returned his 
thanks to the troops, gave orders for a feu dejok, 
and difpatched expreffes to every quarter with 
the news of the vi&ory. His Majefty’s 73d 
' regiment, on account of their diftinguifhed ftea- 
dinefs in the field, as well as their exemplary 
deportment in quarters, were prefented by the 
General with fifty pounds to buy a pair of bag. 
pipes. 

While thefe things were tranfafted near Porto 
JMovq, a detachment under Tip poo Saib had in- 
vefted V andewalh, and begun to conllruct bat- 
teries, and to make other necefiary preparations 
for a liege. The General therefore determined 
to march to the northward, in order to relieve 
this place, and afterwards to form a junction 
with the Bengal detachment. Tippoo, on the 
approach of our army, precipitately raifed the 
liege of Vandewalh, and joined the main army 
under Hyder, in the neighbourhood of Arcot. 


Sir Eyre Coote, reinforced by ten battalions of 
fepoys and twenty pieces of cannon, fent frotp 
Bengal under the command of Colonel Pearfe, 
kidfiege to Tripaffore, which furrendered on the 
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2. 2d of Auguft, on terms of capitulation. A ve* 
ry feafonable fupply of paddy being found in the 
fort, the troops were provided with fubliftence 
for feveral days, and the General, hearing that 
Hyder was, in full force, at the diftanceof about 
miles, marched towards him, in order if 
pofllble to bring him to an engagement : the 
only meafure that feemedto promife enlargement 
from furrounding difficulties. Hyder, on the 
approach of the Englilh army, fell back a few 
miles, to the ground on which he had defeated 
the detachment under Colonel Baillie, where he 
took a very ftrong pofition ; and where, under 
the notion of its being a fortunate fpot, he detpr* 
mined to try- his fortune in a fecond battle. 

Thefe things being faithfully reported to the 
Britiffi Commander, he marchecL towards the ene- 
my on the 27th, in the morning, when, about 
eight o’clock, he difcovered his army drawn up 
in order of battle, in full force, to receive him, 
and in poffeffion of many ftrong and- advanta- 
geous polls, rendered ftill more formidable by 
thenatu|re of the interjacent country, which w£s 
intetfedted by very deep courfes of water.— Sortie 
cannon-lhbt being fired at our advanced guard, 
the army was immediately ordered to halt, till 
the baggage could be drawn to a ftation allotted 
for it in the rear. This being done, the fecond 
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line, confiding of two brigades, turned to a fi ma- 
tron of fome ftrength on the left The firft line, 
confifthig of three brigades, filed off to the place 
"where the advanced guard had been fired on, and 
formed in the face of a fire of fix or eight pieces 
of cannon. This brought the front of the firft 
line to a right angle -with that of the fecond, or, 
in military language, it gave the army a double 
front with a large interval. The general then 
ordered the firft line to pulli through a fpace of 
ground covered with bufhes and underwood, and 
to ftorm the enemy’s guns. When they cleared 
thefe obftruftions, nothing was to be feeh except 
a line of horfemen at fome diftance : but fudden- 
■|y the fame guns that had been firing- on our 
front, opened an enfilade on both our flanks. 


the firft line, and not before, he opened a J fnoft 
tremendous cannonade on the fecond. Sir Heftpr 
Munro, who commanded the firft line, was of his 
own accord bringing round his front to the left, 
when he received orders from the General to join 
the fecond line, as the left brigade under Colonel 
Gwen were fcarcelv able to maintain their ground. 
i — The divifion of the army commanded by Mon- 
ro, after making the circuit that has been defcrib'- 
ed, found themfelves, now, on the very- fpot 



FROM 1780 TO 1784. 269 

where Colonel Baillie made his laft ftand. The 
fragments of bodies, the legs, arms and ikulls, 
the manoeuvres that were made, and the noife of 
the cannon, brought the bloody tragedy of Sep- 
tember, 1780, full in their view, and made an 
impreffion on their imaginations, which was to 
be furmounted only by military difcipline, and a 
fenfe of honour. 

The firfl: line now clofing, and pref^ting tte 
fame front with the fecond, the whole army, in 
one connected line, was ordered to advance on the 
enemy’s artillery. On this order. Sir He&or 
Monro fubmitted to the Commander in Chief, 
what was murmured throughout the whole line, 
whether it would not be improper to abandon 
the fhelter they derived from a long avenue and 
other trees, fince the ground between the two 
armies was fuchas could not be palfed, and that 
an attempt to move clofe up with the enemy,, in 
that direction, would only expofe them to the 
. weight of their cannon, without the poffibility 
pf their effe&ing any objeft that might com pen- 
fate; ip great a difad vantage. The General, in 
an. hurry of fpirits, which at fucll a criiis might 
be well excufed, and not perhaps attending to 
what Sir Hedtor Monro had faid, replied to his 
fecond in command, “ Sir, you talk to me 
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* £ when you fliould be doing your duty.”* In 
obedience, therefore, to the General’s orders, the 
troops advanced more and more within reach of 
the enemy’s cannon. The men dropped faft, 
difliked their fituation, and became impatient. 
One tumbril had blown up at the inftant when 
the two lines of the army were clofing in one : a 
fecond blew up now together with feme limber 
boxes. Orders for fome manoeuvre were now ex- 
pected from the General, by the firft line, with 
great anxiety, but none arrived. Sir HeCtor 
Monro, fitting by the only tree that was in the 
plain, in a fullen mood, refufed to give any or- 
ders whatever. The fecond line was in the ut- 
tnioft confufion. The battalions, in opening for 
the putpofe of giving way to the enemy’s fliotj 
had fallen into clutters and become noifv. Had 
the enemy charged our men with his numerous 
cavalry, from the left, at any period of the two 
hours during which our affairs were in this peri- 
lous iituation, it is not improbable that we would' 
hav-e differed difcomfituie and defeat : and that 
the plains of Ticollum, a fecond time ftrewed 
with the mangled bodies of the English, would 
have rivetted the- fuperftition, and inflamed the 


* This circumftanee is mentioned here, on account of 
Sir Hedor Monro’s haring quitted the army, as foon as he 
could, and never. again ferving under Sir Eyre Coote. 
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cruelty of the barbarian, conqueror- — Our cavalry, 
indeed, oiigJhit have made good their retreat, as 
they were A fome diftance with the baggage: 
but the forit foldiers would never have been able 
to efcape from the field : no ! not perhaps even 
in the .character of prifoners. 

Happily, the diforder of our line could not be 
eafily perceived by the enemy : and there is rea- 
fon to fuppofe that he neither knew of that eoa- 
fufion, nor formed the plan of his operations, on 
the fuppofition that any confufion was to happen. 
His chief defign,.was, to revive the fpirits of his 
troops,: and to convince the princes of the coun- 
try, that he could yet engage, and make head 
againft the greateft European army that had ever 
taken the field in India. 


The evening was now far advanced, when 
Hyder drew off his guns, and all was filence. It 
was thought advifeable, at the fame time, that 
our army Ihould march back to the ftrong ground 
from which they had advanced. When the cir- 
cumffances that rendered it expedient to retire, 
were urged hi a conference among the principal 
officers, one of the gentlemen happened unfortu- 
nately to make ufe of the word retreat. The Ge- 
neral fwore that he had never retreated in his life, 
but that he would permit the army to fall back. 
Hi % This 
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This happy expreffion was followed by imme- 
diate orders for the troops to turn to the right 
about., , 


Our lofs, on this day, was" heavier than on 
i ft of July, and that of the enemy lefs, which 
was owing to their having fheltered themfelves 
under the cover of tanks and other grounds 
which they poffefted, favourable for that pur- 
pofe. Of our privates fix hundred either perilh- 
ed in the field or were defperately wounded. Ge- 
neral Stuart loft his leg by a cannon-ftidt, whilft- 
bravely conducting the fecond line to the fupport 
of a poft which the Commander in Chief had oc- 
cupied at the commencement of the engagement, 
and on which the enemy had kept up a fevere 
fire. The fame ftiot alfo .carried away the leg of 
Lieut. Col: Brown, and by his death, which foon 
followed, deprived the Eaft-India Company of a 
very old and faithful fervant, and the army, of 
an able and very experienced officer. Captain 
Hiflop, alfo, a very- a&ive- and fpirited officer, 
and one of the General’s aid-de-camps, fell' in 
this obftinate and indecifive, not to fay unde- 
cided engagement. . 

. The hircarrahs, or fpies, fent out by the Ge-. 
neral to difeover Hyder’s further plans, brought 
intelligence that the enemy had fietermifted to 

attack 
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attack the Englilh army, forrie hour between 
midnight and break of day. In confequence of 
this, orders were iflfued for the whole line to lie 
all night under arms, in the front uf the en- 
campment. While our army guarded againft 
an imaginary attack, the report of which had 
■ been induftfioufly circulated by Hyder, that cau- 
tious Commander, who judged it imprudent to 
leave his unconnected, in the vicinity of our dif- 
ciplined army, under the cloud of night, was re- 
treating to a diftance that might fecure him 
againft a furprize. • . \t • 

' On the 28th of Auguft, our dead were buried, 
and the wounded collected and drefled. The 
next day, our troops being matters of the field 
of battle, and Hyder at fome diftance, the Ge- 
neral ordered the men under arms, when our 
guns and fmall arms, announced a victory. The 
tents and baggage were then packed, and the 
troops put in motion for Tripaffore, where they 
. encamped on the 30th. Hyder called this march 
a, retreat, and, claiming a victory, proclaimed 
one, in all the pomp of war, to the nations of 


There was not any thing memorable that oc- 
curred before the 27 th of September, when the 
Englifh army, having pitched their camp, the 
S : ^y 
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In doing this, his horfe were brought under 
our cannon, and fuffered greatly. In the hurry 
of retirement, his guns were at one time, hud- 
dled together in a miry place, which encouraged 
our men to advance againft the enemy with 
greater rapidity. — Hyder, on perceiving this, in- 
ftantly charged the affailants with a body of his 
beft cavalry. This force interrupted the pro- 
grefs of our line : but after receiving many dif- 
charges of grape, and in reality furmounting their 
dangers, inftead of riding againft the files, they 
galloped through an opening they found in the 
line, and never flopped till they found themfelves 
without the reach of our cannon. One field 
piece, being a fix-pounder, was found by our 
men, funk to the axle, and difcovered to be 
one of the eight guns belonging to Colonel 
Baillie. 

Night having overtaken our troops in the 
midft of their victory, the fecond brigade was 
called in, and the army encamped. In this a£tion, 
which, from the pafs, is called the battle of 
Chillangur, Hyder- Ally loft one thoufand men, 
and a greater number of horfes. The lofs on 
our fide did not exceed that of one officer and 
fixty private foldiers. 

S 2 . The 
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The General, without money, and without 
prdvifions, did not think it advifable to purfu'e 
the retreating enemy : but,, on the day after the 
action, directing his mar eh to the interior Pol- 
lams, he came over eight miles of fatiguing 
ground, and encamped. What he had now in 
view, was, to offer the Poly gars the fame : terms 
which,' in the day of oUr profperity we had vio- 
lated, if they would efpoufe' our- caufe, and give 
up the interefts of Hyder-Ally. 

The Polygars enjoy a degree of freedom- un- 
known in the plains of India ; the ftrength of 
their fituation, amidft hills, woods, and deep ra- 
vines, producing the fame effe&s with the like 
fituations in other countries. There never was a 
power, among all the conquerors in India, to 
whom they fo foon became tributary as that for- 
midable invader, Hyder-Ally. The Chief of the 
Polygars, in this part of the country, Bom- 
rauze, had promifed to furnifh Sir Eyre Coote 
.both with money and rice, after Hyder fhould be 
defeated, when he might do it with fafety. The 
General now called upon him to fulfil his pro- 
mifes. The promifes were continued, but the 
rice and money were not produced. The Gene- 
ral, therefore, having ferved out his laft mea- 
fure of rice, broke through the barrier, and pe- 
netrated into the interior Pollams, by a forced 

march. 
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jpatch, on the ill of October, determined to 
.compel Bom-rauze to fulfil his engagements. 
On the 5th, he fent out detachments from his 
: camp at the village of Attamancherry, to bring 
in cattle and rice wherever they could be found. 
Thefe Bom-rauze induftrioufly threw in the 
way of our parties ; a policy by which he hoped 
to avert the immediate vengeance of the Englilh,, 
whom he effentially ferved, and to obtain from 
Hyder, in cafe of a reverfe of fortune, not only 
indulgence and excufe on the fcore of compul* 
fion, but indemnification for his heavy Ioffes. 


On the 7th of October, a detachment of fix 
battalions, two hundred horfe, and twelve field- 
pieces, under the command of Colonel Owen, 
marched out of the camp in the night, with the 
defign of intercepting a large convoy from the 
Myfore country on its way to Hyder’s en- 
campment at Lalpet, But Hyder, as ufual, 
receiving early intelligence of this attempt, or- 
dered the convoy to return to one of his pods, 
—In the mean time, as our affairs had now be- 
gun to wear a pleafing afpedt, the army, with- 
out departing from that vigilance and military 
difeipline which became their fxtuation, enjoyed 
a grateful and falutary relaxation after their 
toils, in the delightful vale in which they were 
encamped, and Sir Eyre Quote liberally entcr- 
S 3 tained 
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tained his officers at a plentiful and fefti've hoard. 
But, -on the 23d, having received the news of 
Colonel Owen’s difappointment and retreat, as 
foon as matters could be arranged after being fo 
long in a fixed camp, they defcended from the 
Polygar country, croffed the plain of Palipet, 
and joined the detachment under Colonel Owen 
at the village of Mydowaddee. 


A few days previous 'to the 23d, a company 
of European grenadiers commanded by Captain 
Moore, together with two twelve pounders and 
fome petards, joined Colonel Owen for the de- 
clared purpofe of ftorming the fort of Chittoor. 
Hyder, not waiting for Owen’s march to Chit- 
toor, formed the defign of cutting him off, by 
coming between his camp and the pafs to which 
it was near. For this end, foon after k was dark, 
in the night of the 22d, he began his march 
from Lalpet, and, notwithftanding the delays 
that ufually attend a nofturnal movement, he 
had gained in his progrefs four hours of day- 
light before Colonel Owen received any intelli- 
gence of his fecret expedition. The Colonel, 
who had encamped only two miles weftward of 
the, pafs, fortunately arrived, by a rapid march, 
before the enemy. As the detachment began to 
defile, Hyder’s cannon- fhot fell among them 
with great execution. The confufion into which 
■. V'-k; ' _ ■ this 
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this threw the battalion in the rear, encouraged 
.a body of horfe to rmfih upon them at full gallop. 
The battalion was quickly difperfed, and Cap- 
tain Walker, who commanded it, was killed. 
The fall of this excellent officer and amiable 
man, on whom the according voice of all who 
knew him had bellowed tire epithet of boneft , 
was exceedingly lamented, and drew not a little 
odium and reproach upon the battalion, to whofe 
irrefolution it was generally aferibed. The fepoys 
feeing this battalion, which had hitherto been 
efteertted one of the bed: in the fervice, thus driv- 
en before the enemy, loft ail regard to the word 
of command ,■ and' fell into diforder and confter- 
nation. — What faved the detachment from en- 
tire deftrudtion, was, Captain Moore’s company 
of Europeans, who at this critical moment wheel- 
ed rapidly to the rear, and poured a volley of 
fhot among the enemy, preffing in crouds round 
a field piece which our fepoys had deferred. 'By 
this fpirited aeftion, the gun was recovered, the 
party that crouded around it difper£ed,*he' rapi- 
dity of the purfuit checked, and the fepoys, re- 
covered from their panic, reunited to the effec~ 
rive force of 'our little army. Captain Moore 
ftill kept in the rear, which enabled Colonel 
Owen to make good his- retreat with difcipline, 
and without further rifk of deftruftion. Intelli- 
gence being received of the approach of the 
' . . S 4. aftny. 
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army, the detachment halted, and Hyder, right- 
ly conjedturing, if not particularly informed of, 
what had happened, withdrew the purfuit, and 
returned to his camp at Lalpet. In this expe- 
dition feyen officers, and about three hundred 
tnen, were killed or wounded. Colonel Ow- 
en, with all his camp-equipage, loft his private 
baggage : but this, was! paid for by Government, 
at the particular defire of the Commander in 
Chief. 


The General, on the 26th Odfober* removed 
his camp to Palipet, whither a detachment re- 
turned on the 30th, that had carried the fick 
and wounded to Tripaffore. This party fell in 
by accident with feven hundred bullocks laden 


copvoy of five thoufand, deftined for Hyder’s 
camp : a due degree of information would have 
enabled our men to make an eafy acquifitionpf 
the whole. 


Thefe immaterial circumftances are introduced 
here as prefatory to an important obfervatiorr 
made by every gentleman in the. army that ferved 
in the war againft Hyder Ally-Cawn, and Tip- 
poo Saib, whether on the coaft of Malabar or. 
the Carnatic. A battalion was never detached 
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from our army but Hyder had the earlieft no- 
tice of it : — of Hyder’s moft capital movements 
we had not the fmalleft intelligence. — Hyder, it 
is well known, paid liberally for information ; 
and it is as well known, that a moft fparing hand 
dealt «>ut the money that was paid for ours-- 
The natives of the Carnatic, though by nature 
pufillanimous, will undergo great hazards for 
the fake of gain : but the meaneft hireling will 
not incur the riik of torments and death for 
five pagodas- yet fecret fervice money was 
charged to -Government to a large amount. — 
Surmifes fell on fome agents ; but none on the 
General. d’r >.*■ wi:; ■'•■r.-i -•"! • •'-* ,;1\ 

About the 1 ft of November, at fomediftance 
from the Engl ilh camp near the village of Pali- 
pet, a valuable quantity of rice was found, and 
fufficient for the fupply of the garrifon of Vel- 
lore, which from the want of that neceffary ar- 
ticle was at this time in the greateft diftrefs. In 
conveying the rice to that place, our army met 
not with the leaft moleftation : net that our 
movements efcaped the ufual vigilance of Hyder, 
bUt becauie he was not able, at this juncture, to. 
bring his numerous and ill-regulated body, go- 
verned not by difeipline, but in a great meafure 
by circumftances of fuperftition and currents of 
■ paftion, to meet our men in the field of battle. 
f ' 1 This 
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T&is fupply,’ therefore, notwithftanding the re» 
ports induftrioufly fpread by the enemy, of Na- 
tions occupied for cutting it off, was fafely corn- 
y-eyed to Vellore : and, on the 7 th, the army fat 
down.before Chittoor, which after a fiege of two 
days, when our troops were in re'adinefs toftorm 
jt, propofed, on the lothy terms of capitulation. 
The Killedar, • having fortified himfelf with 
bang, came out, with a few attendants, carrying 
a flag of truce, and boldly declared, that he 
would defend Chittoor to the laft extremity, un- 
lefs the garrifon Ihould ho permitted to r gb where 
they pleafed, and to carry oft' all their private 
property. His conditions were granted, and the 
fort was given up. The fenior engineer of our 
army; Captain Tippet, was killed by a random 
ball from a match-lock piece ; but the firing 
from two Very 'bad- guns did 
hurt to any of our officers or foldiers. From the 
forts of Carangooly, Tripaflore, and Chittoor, 
being without artillery, we may fuppofe that 
Hyder never conftdered them as tenable. The 
garrifons held on the frontier were in a far dif- 
ferent ftate of defence, 


At this time the heavens threatened every 
inftant the fall of the monfoon floods : yet ftill 
the army continued to lie before Chittore, from 
the reduction of which they had not derived one 
a, • advantage 
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advantage- They became ftraitened for want of 
rice to feed the fepoys, arid began to feel the 
diftreffes of forces cheeked in their views, and 
•cut off from their fupplies. The General, who 
no doubt had his reafons for 1 continuing before 
Ghittoor, was difappointed in fome expectation, 
not publicly revealed, and manifefted unequivo- 
cal fymptons of chagrin and difcontent. 

But, upon the 15th of November, Sir Eyre 
Coote was called from this fcene of inaCtion, 
and apparent fufpence, by a letter received from 
Captain Temple, the officer left at Palipet, in- 
foHrilMghtmfthat Hyder himfelf had fallen oh 
his poll: unexpectedly, that he himfelf and his 
fepoys* had found protection in the hills, but 
that the baggage and guns had become the pro- 
perty of the enemy. Orders were now given 
for the army to march next morning from Chit- 
toor, in which Captain Lamotte was left with 
two field-pieces and a battalion of fepoys. When 
the General began to move from this place, on 
the 1 6th, Mahommed Ally, one of Hyder’s 
auxiliary Chiefs, made a fhew of cavalry, as if 
be.meant to difpute the pafiage of the Englifh 
over the river Ponee, but retreated before a few 
pannon balls. The army foon after this en- 
camped at the pafs of Dalamampetta, through 
yyhich they defcended on the 1 7th of November, 

' and 
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and. halted at Palipet. Here they were joined 
-hy Captain Temple’s battalion, and the General 
was informed that it had been determined by 
.Hyder, that Tippoo fhould march through the 
.Pollams, flop at Pollore, and, with the guns he 
fhould take there, added to thofe of which he 
'had become matter at Palipet, advance to the 
liege oi T ripaiTore. _ • . .... 


A heavy cannonade, -heard in. the Englifh 
camp, within a few hours, confirmed this in- 
telligence, and fummoned, in ali-the terrific 
pomp of war, the Englifli army to the relief of 
their friends in diftrefs. On the 19th, they had 
po fooner fet out on their march to Tripaffore, 
than the clouds broke, and thofe rains defcended, 
which, in the fall of the year, pouring from the 
perpendicular fides of extenfive mountains, ren- 
der the. rivers impalpable in the Ihort fpace of 
two days. The General, urged by the gathering 
floods, with the beds of three rivers on the rout 
that lay before him, continued his march with- 
out interruption ’till ten o’clock at night, when 
the van was ordered to halt : but the rear did 
trot come up ’till one o’clock, on the next day. 
The roads .were already fo much deppened by 
the rains, that an elephant, three camels, and a 
number of horfes, with many carriages and bul- 
locks, ftuck foil in the mud, and were left be- 
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hind our men on their march. The laft branch 
of the Palar was found jult fordable when they 
croffed it on the 21ft. On the evening of that 
day the army encamped near Tripaflore, with 
no more than two days provifions. Tippoo Saib, 
tldsbugh he had made a breach in one of the 
fides of the fort, had withdrawn his forces : a 
circumftance which feemed to juftify the opinion 
of the Commanding Officer, that Tippoo did not 
aft with a view to obtain., pofieffion of Tripaf- 
fore, and that the attack on this place was a 
■plan of Hyder’s for drawing the Englifh from 
the Pollams. It happened fortunately for our 
army, whatever were the ftratagems of the ene- 
my, that the cannonade againft Tripaflore haf- 
tened their fteps as they returned from thofe hilly 
'regions. 

Sir Eyre Coote, November the 23 d, altered 
the pofition of the troops by encamping on the 
Coccalore plain above Tripaflore. The army, 
'having loft one-third of the ftrength itpofleffed 
when it marched, in Auguft, feom the Mount, 
occupied, on the 3d of December, the cantone- 
mehts from, which it had teen drawn, together 
on the faftie month of the preceding- year. This 
campaign abounds with incidents more intereft- 
ingin their nature, as they lead to general oon- 
clufions, than important in their immediate and 
particular effefts. It was not marked by any 
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event that promifed to decide the general iffue 
of the war, but it ffiewed Europeans the means 
by which they may be fuccefsfully oppofed by 
Afiatic enemies. 


tioned in Tanjore, the command of which had 
been given to Major-General Sir Hedor Mun- 
ro. The garrifon in this place had been rein- 
forced by a large detachment of Hyder- Ally’s 
fflibps, and new works had been added, by 
French engineers, to the fortifications. The 
garrifon confifted of fome thoufands of men, but 
of thefe only five hundred were Europeans. On 
the a i ft of Odober, the Company’s troops ap- 
peared at Nagore. The fame day, the whole 
corps of marines, amounting to four hundred 
and forty-three, officers included, landed, and 
joined the Company’s troops : and, on the 22d, 
a battalion of feamen from thefquadron, confift- 
ing of eight hundred and twenty-fevan, includ- 
ing officers, was alfo landed : the whole under 
the command of the Captains .Mackenzie, Mac- 
kay, and Reynolds, with orders to co-operate 
with Sir Hedor Munro to the utmoft, in all 

Vc ■: * meafures 
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meafures for the redu&ion of N egapatnam. In 
the meantime:, battering cannon for- the attack, 
confiding , of four eighteen-pounders, and two 
twelve-pounders, iron guns from the tranfports, 
with twelve eighteen-pounders from the fhips of 
tfaediquadEon, two mortars with their carriages, 
and a fuitable quantity of ammunition of all 
kinds, were landed through a great furf by the 
boats of the fquadron, and on rafts, or catama- 
rans, made for that purpofe, with incredible fa- 
tigue to the men, but at the fame time with in- 
credible fpeed and alacrity. 

. ' . • ’ - 
The ftrong lines which the enemy had thrown 
up, flanked by redoubts to cover and defend the 
approach to the town, being ftorrred, and car- 
ried by our troops, the General opened ground 
againft the north face of the fort, on the 3d of 
November, and the approaches were carried on 
with great rapidity. On the 5th Sir Edward 
Hughes moved with a part of the fquadron 
nearer to the fort, on the flank -of theBritifh 
. lines ; and on the 6th, early in the morning, he 
cameonfhore, to concert with the General the 
bed means of carrying on the liege with vigour. 
A battery of ten eighteen-pounder's, w ithin three 
hundred paces of the walls of the place, being 
ready to open, a joint fummons was fent frqp 
the General and Admiral to the Dutch Gover- 
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nor, -requiring him to capitulate, which he re* 
fufed to do in pofitive terms. But a mod for- 
midable breach-battery having placed on a 
baft ion with great effett, the Dutch Gover- 
nor, who, during the courfe of the fiege had 
made two defperate Tallies, with the greater 
part of the garrifon, early in the morning of 


The Admiral, after experiencing all the vi- 
ciffitudes of a monfoon, and receiving on board 
his -fquadron a detachment of the Company s 
land forces, conftfting of an officer and thirty 
European and native artillery, and about five 
hundred volunteer fepovs, under a Captain and 
five fubalterns, failed from the road ofNegapat- 
nam, on the 2d of Jan. 1782, and arrived in Tr in- 
comale Bay, in the iftand of Ceylon, on the 
4th, where he found an Englilh {hip of war, 
under the command of Captain Montague, that 
had been ftationed, by the forefight and a&ivity 
of Government, ever fince the month of Auguft, 
1 y 8 1 , for the purpofe of blocking , up the 
Dutch (hips in the harbour. Our troops were 
landed on the 5th, and, on the night of that 
day, Trincomale fort was taken without, refif- 
. . - tance. 
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tance. The grenadier company of marines, 
with the guns, rufhed into it through the gate- 
way, while the Governor was drawing up terms 
of capitulation. In this fortrefs, which com- 
manded the only place where provifions and 
ftores could be landed from the fhips, ten iron 
guns were found of different calibres : and three 
officers with forty men were made prifoners. 


The Admiral now directed his force againft 
Fort Oftenburgh, fituated on the top of an high 
hill which commanded the harbour, and con- 
taining all that remained of the ftrength of the 
enemy. After an interchange of feveral polite 
and friendly letters, between Sir Edward Hughes 
and Van Albert Homoed the Governor, who 
had lived on the footing of intimate acquaintance 
and perfonal attachment, Oftenburgh was taken 
by affault, about day-light, in the morning of 
January 1 ith. The affailants had the misfor- 
tune of lofing Lieutenant George Long, fecond 
Lieutenant to the Admiral, who was killed as he 
bravely advanced to the affault at the head of 
his company, and alfo twenty non-commiffioned 
and private feamen and marines. Lieutenant 
Wolfely, who commanded a company of feamen, 
Lieutenant Samuel Orr, who commanded the 
grenadier company of marines, and did duty as 
a Brigade-Major, and forty non-commiffioned 

T and 
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and private feamen and marines were wounded. 
The enemy loft but few men, as they foon, for 
the moft part, threw down their arms ; and 
their lives, though forfeited by the laws of war, 
were fpared by the clemency of the conqueror. — 
The Governor, with the garrifon, confifting of 
about four hundred Europeans, including offi- 
cers, were taken prifoners. 

By thefe fucceffes, eafily obtained, the Dutch 
were driven entirely from the coaft of Coroman- 
del; an avenue was opened to the reduction of 
their fettlements in Ceylon, and a door was 
opened into the heart of Tanjore, which fpread 
the terror of the Englifh name throughout that 
and the adjacent countries. Hyder- Ally’s troops 
evacuated all the forts and ftrong-pofts they 
: held in Tanjore ; and the Polygats in the Ma- 
rawa and Tinavelly provinces, who, at the in- 
ftigation of Hyder, had rebelled againft the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and taken part againft 
Us, returned to their obedience. 

The reduction of the Dutch forts was a 
meafure that originated with Lord Macartney, 
who fuceeeded to the inglorious Mr. Whitehill 
in the government of Madras, and who firft 
brought the news of a Dutch war,- in June 
1781, to India* 
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While the Englilh fleet was employed in 
making and fecuring the eafy acquifitions above 
defcribed, the movements of our land armies in 
the Carnatic and in Tanjore were as follow. — Sir 
Eyre Coote, informed of the diftrefs, marched to 
the relief of the garrifon of Vellore : but, on the 
5th of Jan. 1782, indifpofition, arifingnot more 
from bodily fatigue and the cares of war, than 
from the vexatious difputes in which he found 
himfelf involved with the new Governor of Ma- 
dras, obliged him to halt at Tripaflbre. The Ge- 
neral’s declining frame, on this anxious day, was 
threaten’d with inftant diffolution, and his life was 
defpaired for feveral hours. On the 6th, how- 
ever, his ftrength was fo far reftored, as to admit 
of being borne in his palanquin. The army 
rejoiced at his recovery, refumed their march, 
and encamped at a village called Edinburg, 
which, from its famenefs with the name of the 
capital of Scotland, affedfced the 73d regiment 
with a lively and tender re collection of their 
native country. 


Nothing material pafled ’till the 10th, when 
the army, now in the fight of Vellore, with 
the convoy to the right under the hills, dragging 
their artillery through a deep morafs, which 
Hyder had thrown in their way by breaking 
down the banks of a tank, were ftruck with the 
T 2 appear- 
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tram, dared Sir Eyre Cdote to conSe on and 
meafure the ftrength of the Englifh with his, 
on ground which he had chofen. After a mu- 
tual difcharge of artillery, the armies parted and 
pitched their tents. 


The Englifh General, having returned to the 
Mount, applied himfelf to the conftrudion of 
magazines, one at Chingliput, and one at Tri- 
paffore : a meafure which, could it have been 
carried into execution fooner, would have fbften- 
ed the inconveniencies, given fyftem to the 
marches, and advantage and effed to the vic r 
tories gained by the army. The continuance 
of our troops in that ftation was prolonged by 
the unhappy differences between Sir Eyre Coote 
and Lord Macartney, which made it neceffary 
for the General to apply to the Supreme Coun- 
cil of Bengal, for the reftoration of his authority 
over the fouthern array, that he might be able 
to direfit the co-operation of the whole force 
under his command, in fuch a manner as might 
promote his own fchemes and countered thofe 
of the enemy. It was while our army remained 
in this ftate of inadion, that our army in Tan- 
jore, above 2000 men, with 12 pieces' of cannon, 
under the command of Colonel Braithwake, fell 
into the hands of Tippoo Saib, as above related. 


T$ 
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Feb. 1782. Hyder-Ally, notwithftanding that 
in every encounter our main army kept the field, 
and marched and counter- marched whitherfoever 
the relief of the diftreffed, or the hope of ad- 
vantage and decifive engagement called thes^ . 
by the pofleffion of many ftrong-holds, and the 
devaluation of the open country, had eftablifhed 
himfelf fo firmly in the Carnatic, that all our 
exertions to drive him out had hitherto proved, 
and were too likely ftill to prove abortive. To 
attack his dominions from the coaft of Malabar, 
a meafure which formed a part of the original 
plan for conducting the war, appeared now to 
be even more neceffary, than had, at fir ft, been 
imagined. 


The firft idea, as has aheady been obferved, 
which occurred to the Governor-General, after 
fending a fupply of men and treafureto Madras, 
was, to make a diverfion in favour of our ope- 
rations on the eaftern, by an attack on Hyder 
on the weftern coaft of the peninfula. This 
was connected with another object : peace with 
the Mahrattas. For this end, propofals for an 
accommodation with that people, were trans- 
mitted, in October, 1780, to the Admimftration 
of Poonah, in which the Englifh offered to re- 
linquifh every conqueft, except Ammedabad 
and Gualicr; the firft of which places, con- 

* quered 
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quered by an army from Bengal under General 
Goddard, had been guaranteed to our ally Futty 
Sing ; the fecond, reduced in a manner almoft 
miraculous, by a fmall force commanded by 
Major Popham, to the Ranah of Gohud. The 
conditions required from the Mahrattas, were, , 
that they lhould unite with the Englifli in an 
ofFenfive alliance againft Hyder-Aliy, of whole 
poffeffions, ufurped from the Mahrattas, a con* 
quell was to be made and equal diyifion- It 
was llipulated that the Commander ip Chief of 
the Englilh army lhould immediately fufpend 
all hoftilities and military operations againft the 
Mahrattas, whenever he lhould receive a requi- 
lition to that effed from the Paiftiwa ; and that 
limilar orders lhould be given, on his part, to 
the officer commanding the Mahratta . armies. 
Copies of the propofed treaty were fent to the 
Seled Committee of Bombay, and to General 
Goddard. To the General formal orders were 
alfo fent for a ceffation of arms whenever the 
Mahratta Minifter lhould require it : but, until 
a fufpenfion of hoftilities lhould be required, he 
was directed to profecute the war with the ut- 
moft vigour. 


Three, months having elapfed from the date 
of the treaty, and no notification received from 
the Pailhwa, either of its arrival, or of any re* 
T 4 folution 





There is a chain of high hills, rlfing almoft 
perpendicular from the plains below, which ex- 
tends itfelf from north to fouth, along the Ma- 
labar coaft, from Guzzarat to Cape Comorin, 
though indenting the land at different diftances 
from the ocean. Between the gauts or paffes 
that lead through this range of mountains into 
the country of the Mahrattas to the eaft, which 
from its great elevation is ftiled the Bala Gaut, 
and the fea on the weft, lies a trad of coun- 
try of confiderable extent. Galled the Con- 
can. In this country, and at the foot of the 
hills and gauts that form its eaftern boundary, 
there was a Mahratta army confiding of at leaft 
twenty thoufand horfe and foot, with about fif- 
teen pieces of artillery, Thefe were polled on 
'■ - the 
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the road to Bore Gaut, one of the moft eafy and 
practicable pafles, and where the enemy expect- 
ed that we meant to make our afcent into their 
country, as it had been made choice of for the 
fame end by the Government of Bombay on a 
former occafion, and was in fad the neareft, 
and moft convenient route to the Mahratta ca- 
pital, which is not at a greater diftance from 
this pafs than five and forty miles. The Mah- 
rattas, notwithftanding their numbers, oppofed 
not any thing to the progrefs of our troops, ex- 
cepting a few flight ikirmifhes, in which they 
always fuffered defeat and difadvantage. But 
when our troops reached Campoley, on the 8th 
of February, at the entrance of the Bore Gaut, 
they were informed that the enemy had pre- 
vioufly afcendcd this pafs, and that there was 
reafon to apprehend that they had come to a 
refolution of difputing it obftinately. Certain 
intelligence was brought, that about forty thou- 
fand infantry, with a fuitable train of artillery, 
had taken poft at the top of it, and that the 
whole Mahratta army, lately reinforced by fif- 
teen thoufand men under Holkar, and about half 
that number under another Chief called Roga- 
naut Pundit, was encamped at no great dif- 
tance. 

■ General? 
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This circumftance being known, with many 
other confiderations, prevented our army from 
advancing to the capital, and confined the re- 
maining operations of the campaign to a defence 
of. the conquefts already made. As our whole 
force did not exceed fix thoufand men, while 
that of the enemy was not lefs than eight times 
that number, it was impoflible to make any 
divifion of their force, or even to leave a de- 
tachment fufficiently ftrong to defend the poll! 
at Bore Gaut, if they Should advance beyond it. 
Unaffifted by cavalry, they could not hope to 
command provisions, or even to procure forage, 
in a country defoliated- and ruined: and this cir- 
cumftance would have obliged them to carry 
along with them a very ample fupply of grain, 
which, of courfe, would have greatly encum- 
bered and endangered their march. 

It is further ro be obferved, that an invafion 
of the Deccan, where there was not any hope 
of their being joined by any party of theMah- 
ratta ftate, promifed not any event that could 
materially influence the ftate of the war, and 
far lefs decide its termination. Without any 
determinate objedt to be attained, or the hope 
of a revolution to encourage their continuance, 
for any length of time, ip the country, all that 
they would have acquired, would have been the 

empty 
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empty glory of poffeffing for a few days, the 
Mahratta capital, in effecting a retreat from which 
they muft have incurred the moil imminent dan- 
gers. 

Meanwhile, in repeated letters from the coaft 
of Coromandel, the moft pointed and urgent re- 
prefentations were continually made of the necef- 
fity of making a powerful diverfion in favour of 
our army in the Carnatic. In thefe letters the 
difadvantages which that meafure would relieve, 
and the farther Ioffes which it would obviate, 
were painted in lively and alarming colours, 
without any confideration of the adtual date of 
Bombay, or of the certain ruin with which that 
Prelidency, if the force neceffary to its fecurity 
fhould be detached on a remote and feparate fer- 
• vice, would he menaced by the Mahrattas, 


In thefe embarraffing circumftances, the Go- 
vernment of Bombay, in concert with General 
Goddard, trained every nerve tp afford relief to 
that of Madras, without leaving themfelves en- 
tirely defencelefs. But the utmoft exertions that 
could be made on the weftern.fide of India, at 
a time whon they were engaged in a -war w r ith 
the whole Mahratta empire, was, to relieve: the 
Madras troops at Tellicherry, by an equal pro- 
portion from Bombay, and to fend the former 
.yder- ■ ‘ - , round 
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round to the coaft of Coromandel. General 
Goddard, in order to carry this expedient in- 
to execution, defcended the Bore Grant, and 
marched towards the fea coaft. This movement 
was concerted with fuch fecrecy and ikill, that 
the whole of the artillery and heavy ftores reach- 
ed the foot of the poll in fafety, and without the 
fmalleft interruption from the enemy, who were 
aftonifhed, on the morning of the 18th April, 
1782, to find that, our poft at Condolah had been 
deferted during the preceding night. 

a In this retreat General Goddard committed 
the fame error into which Colonel Hartley had 
fallen a few months before, in encamping, on 
that day, at the entrance of a narrow defile lead- 
ing to the village of Choke, although he might 
have eafily arrived at this place in the evening. 
In paffing through the defile next morning he 
was fo much annoyed by the enemy as to be 
under the neceffity of halting at the village for 
'three days. As the baggage was fo enormous 
as to endanger the army, the General, during 
his ftayat Choke, ordered all the fpare arms to 
be buried, and defired all the officers, particularly 
thofe at the heads of departments, to lighten 
theirs as much as poffible ; which was done ac- 
cordingly. In the evening of the day before 
that 00 which the army refumed their march, 
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the General, having received from Captain 
Chriftie a flcetch of the roads through which 
the troops were to pafs, gave orders for Captain 
-Macleod, a very gallant and experienced officer, 
who always commanded the advanced guard, as 
Captain of pioneers, with Captain Chriftie as 
his guide and aid de-camp, to march at two 
o’clock in the morning, with all the European 
pioneers, a ftrong detachment of grenadier fe- 
poys, Captain War’s battalion, and all the bag- 
gage of the army, with all poffible expedition, 
and take poft at Barrow, on very ftrong ground, 
about eight miles on the road to Panwells, and 
there to wait for the main army, which was 
^sHjo5st$- march at day-break, in profound fi- 
lence. 


The enemy, ignorant of this difpofition and 
movement, fullered the baggage and advanced 
guard to march and take poft at Barrow, un- 
molefted. But the main army, Iharply attacked 
from the moment they began to move, owed 
their prefervation to their own undaunted cou- 
rage, and the nature of the country, which did 
not admit of the adlion of cavalry. The Gene- 
ral, to Captain Chriftie who went to congratu- 
late him after his arrival at the appointed fta- 
tion, on the fuccefs of his condudt, faid, that 
f‘ If the baggage, with the advanced guard. 
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** had not marched as they -did, 'it would have 
“ been the word day that the Company ..ever 
te taw.” In this retreat, Colonel Parker, the 
fccond in command, loft his life. 


The enemy, previoufly to the arrival of our 
army at Barrow, in order to diftrefs our -troops, 
had cut through the banks of a large pond. 
They now became the vidims of their own 
contrivance. They were obliged, through want 
cf water, to go back for it to the village of 
Choke ; which afforded General Goddard an 
opportunity of proceeding, without medelktion, 
to Patrwells, where he fixed his camp. A few 
days after this the troops divided. Thofe of 
the Bengal Eftablifhment returned by land to 
Surat : the Bombay detachment returned to 
the Prefidency. 


While the army were difpofed in winter quar- 
ters, General Goddard, notwithftanding the 
tempeftuous weather, which renders navigation 
on the coaft of Malabar, at that feafon, ex- 
tremely dangerous, and almoft impracticable, 
failed for Surat, where.he arrived on the fecond 
of Auguft. Soon after his arrival, he effected 
-an interview with Futty Sing, and obtained 
from that Chief a body of five thoufand hoffe 
for the fervice of theenfuing campaign, which 

exceeded 
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exceeded by two thoufand the number he wast 
obliged to furnilh by treaty. This important 
©bje£t being accompliihed, and fuch military 
arrangements being made as were not only 
neceffary for the prote&ion of Guzzarat, but 
for co-operating with the Bengal detachment 
Rationed on the northern confines of Malva, 


Immediately after the return of the enemy 
from the Gauts, the greater part of the Ma- 
dras detachment, relieved by troops from Bom- 
bay, agreeably to the refolution above mentioned, 
was fent round from Tellicherry to the coaft of 


Tellicherry is a valuable fettlement upon 
the coaft of Malabar, dependant on the Pre- 
fidency of Bombay. It has a good road for 
fhipping ; and here the coafting veffels be- 
tween Bombay and the coaft of Coromandel are 
fupplied with refreftiments. A brilk commerce 
has been carried on at this place, particularly in 
the pepper trade, ever fince the firft difcovery 
of India by Europeans. After the capture of 
Mahee from the French, it was garrifoned by 
the Madras detachment, who defended it againft 
the attacks of the Nairs, tributary to Hyder- 
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■ On the 7th of May, 1781, Major William 
Abington arrived at Tellicherry, with a relief 
to the Garrifon, confifting of a detachment of 
artillery, one company of infantry, and the loth 
and nth battalions of fepoys. After landing 
his troops, which were immediately fent to re- 
lieve the Madras Europeans and fepoys in various 
parts of the lines, his firft care was to vilit and 
infpeCt the fortifications. The lines were of 
great extent, reaching from Moylan to Codoley, 
and including the fhore near eight miles in cir- 
cumference. They had of late been much neg- 
lected, on a fuppofition that the fettlement was 
to. have been withdrawn; and, in many places, 
they exhibited the appearance of deformed and 
defencelefs ruins. Thefe circumftances, joined 
to the fituation of the enemy, fuggefted to the 
Major the idea of making an attack, inftead of 
purfuing defenfive operations ; but that defign 
not being approved of by the Madras Com- 
mander, was dropt. On the 1 5th, Major Cot- 
grave embarked with the Madras troops, and 
left the garrifon to the charge of Major Abing- 
ton. 


A trufi: of fuch difficulty was not to, be dif- 
charged fuccefsfully by common genius, nor 
confined experience in the art of war. Lines 
of vaft extent, and ruinous condition, were - to 




be repaired and defended by a {mail number of 
troops ; while they were continually affaulted 
by a large army (great part of Hyder’s beft 
troops) of fubtle, fierce, and obftinate barba- 
rians. The reparation of the works became 
the grand object of the Major's attention. In 
a few days a final 1 battery was opened with 
confiderable effed. The moft judicious orders 
were, at the feme time, i ffued to the out- polls, 
to prevent the danger of a ludden attack. 

A hircarrah fent out in queft of intelligence, 
returned with an account, that the enemy’s 
force, altogether, exceeded not twelve thoufand ; 
that Surdar Cawn, their loader, had lately re- 
ceived fame letters tefpeding Hyder-Ally, which 
feemed to affed his fpirits; but that, notwith- 
standing his vifible dejedion, he ftill continued 
to allure his officers and men of his fixed' inten- 
tion never to quit the place ’till he had taken; 
Tellicherry. Two days after, accounts arrived, 
which proved to be erroneous, of this formida- 
ble Chiefs being killed by a cannon {hot, as 
he was reconnoitering the lines.. 

The fortifications ftill continued to be repaired 
and improved; not, however, without great 
interruption and annoyance from the enemy* 
This fyftem of defence was not embraced by 
- , Major 
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Major Abington from choice, but neceffity. 
He might, indeed, have made more fallies, and 
diflodged the enemy from fome of their pofts ; 
but he faw the abfurdity of taking pofts which 
he wanted troops to defend, while he could not 
fpare a Angle man from duty to aft as a referve. 
For three whole months the lines remained un- 
broken, the enemy were detefted and counter** 
afted in every ftratagem, and in every attack re- 
pulfed with lofs t 

Early in the morning of the 24th of Auguft, 
they made a vigorous afiault upon the lines be- 
tween Wood’s Poft and the Green Redoubt, and, 
owing to the negligence of the auxiliaries, about 
three hundred rulhed within our out-works. 
The Moplas gave way at firft, but, obferving 
that the fepoys preferved their wonted fpnic 
and bravery, they fuffered themfelves to be ral- 
lied, and returning to the attack, made dreadful 
havock among the affailants. Twenty of them 
were killed within the lines, above fixty lay 
between the ditch and abattie, and great num- 
bers ail along the field. Had the morning been 
clear, their lofs muft have been far more con- 
fiderable. On the part of the garrifon, the 
lofs was only five wounded. 


On 
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On the 6th of the following month, another 
attempt was made, by three parties of athoufand 
each, at different places. They advanced un- 
der cover of a very thick fog, got in by one of 
the polls defended by the irregulars, and took 
poft at Wood’s Redoubt with two ftand of co- 
lours.- They were very foon diflodged by the 
fepoys, Sixteen being killed on the platform and 
the rock below, and above thirty driven into 
the fea. Indeed their lofs was not exactly known, 
the fame fog which favoured their approach 
enabling them to carry off their dead unob- 
served. 


Notwithstanding thefe fucceffes, the fituation 
of Major Abington and his garrifon was very 
diftrefsful. His difpatehes- which he bad fent 
to Bombay, rcquefting fupplies of men and 
military flores, had been loft at fea. A heavy 
and almoft continual cannonade from the be- 
fiegers, together with exceffive fatigue, daily lef- 
fened the number of his effective men, and thofe 
that remained were harraffed with the double 
duty of foldiers and labourers. For the enemy 
had run feveral mines with effedt under the 
works, and fome even under the lines and coun- 
terfcarp of the ditch at Fort Moylan, to difcover 
and deftroy which, required unceafing toil. 
They had alfb run their trenches, in many places, 

within 
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within a yard of our lines. The engineers were 
indeed very fuccefsful in counteracting thefc 
fubterraneous approaches, and thereby fo difcon- 
certed the befiegers, that, concluding their mea- 
fures to be betrayed by their Captain of pioneers, 
they cut off his nofe and ears : but fuch advan- 
tages were frequently rendered impcrfedt and a- 
bortive by the fcarcity of ammunition. 


On the x 3th of November, in the evening, a 
Niar* entered at Fort Moylan, with two human 
heads in a baiket, in fuch a ftate of putridity 
as not to be approached. They belonged, he 
faid, to the Zamorin and his minifter; and he 
gave this account of the lamentable fate of that 
unfortunate prince. About twelve days before, 
he had left his brothers at Toour, to go to 
Manjeree, a village! fituated about five leagues 
above Calicut, defigning to collect his (hare of 
the harveft ; a practice which., though not pub- 
licly authorized by Hyder’s government, had 
for £bme years been connived at,' bur always 
difputed by the people, particularly the Moplas. 
The prince brought with him only an hundred 
of his own Niars, but, in his way to Manjeree, 
he was joined by feveral more, for the fake of 
plunder. A number of thefe had fwords and 

targets, 

-* The Niars were the antient natives pf the Malabar 
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targets, fome had lances, and others mulkefs'; 
but all were ill provided with ammunition, not 
having more than two or three rounds each. 
They arrived at Manjeree, and collected fome 
rain. In the mean time, about eight hundred 
Moplas* fecretly affembled, and in the night, 
furrounding the- place where the prince and his 
party lay, furprized them the next morning in 
fuch confuflon, that few had time to make any 
refiftance. Every one confulting his own fafety, 
the prince was foon deferred by all his people ; 
and, thinking to conceal himfelf from the Mop- 
las till an opportunity Ihould offer of making his 
efcape, he jumped into a deep pit overgrown 
. with bulhes. Of the prince’s party, twenty, 
with his mlnifter, were killed* and three taken 
prifoners, of whom this Niar was one. Thofe 
who efcaped rallied, and made fome attempts 
to refcue the prince, or carry off his body if he 
ihould be killed ; but they were repulfed by the 
Moplas, who, after a long and fruitlefs feareh, 
threatened to kill their prifoners, unlefs they 
difcovered the retreat of their matter. One of 
them, hoping to fave his own life, betrayed 
that of his prince, by pointing to the place 
where he was concealed. 


* A fe£t of Muffulmans, originally Arabian merchants, 
the Malabar coaft for trade. 


If 
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The Moplas immediately Ihot him dead, 
dragged up his body, and having cut off his 
head, obliged the prisoners to carry it, together 
With that of his miniftet, to Calicut, from whence 
they were lent to Surdar Cawn. At this piteous 
ipfcflracle the favage Chief was greatly pleafed j 
but, to avoid the effluvia, he ordered them to be 
placed at a diftance from him, and the prifoners 
to be unbound and releafed. The Cawn having 
foon after retired into his tent, and his guards 
being difperfed, it appeared not irnpoffible to 
the faithful Niar to fave his mailer’s head from 
lufffering greater indignities, and fecure it a bu- 
rial; he therefore watched his opportunity, 
took up the balket, and made his efcape into 
the lines of Tellicherry. 


The warm reception which the enemy had 
found in repeated attempts to Itorm the lines, 
had given them a difguft at that mode of attack, 
and they now kept up a heavy cannonade, with 
difcharges of mufquetry, and running of mines 
in various directions. This laft, by the great 
number of their working people, they were 
enabled to purfue with eafe and expedition ; fo 
that, in fpite of all the vigilance and affiduity 
of the garrifon, frequent and formidable breaches 
were made in the lines ; but to thefe the fepoys 
of the enemy would never advance, though 
urged on by threats, ftripes, and even wounds. 

U 4 In 
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In the midft of thefe efforts of gallant perfe- 
verance, a letter arrived from the Governor and 
Select Committee of Bombay, declaring their 
utter inability to make any farther provifion for 
■the maintenance of Tellicherry, and their de- 
termination to withdraw from the place ; point- 
ing out, likcwife, what appeared to them the 
fafeft method of retreat, and the probable affift- 
ance which might be expected from the royal 
fquadron. Inftead of executing, inflead even 
of publishing this abfurd and cruel plan. Major 
Abington carefully concealed it, together with 
his own emotions of difguft and anxiety. Pre- 
serving dill the appearance of Security and in- 
trepidity, he fhewed the impoffibility of per- 
forming their orders, without the mod ruinous 
confequences. By arguments flowing from a 
benevolent heart, as well as a paflion for mili- 
tary glory, he pointed out the miferies that muft 
await the abandoned fettlement, and the impro- 
bability of even efcape to the troops. Alluding, 
probably, to the difaders of other places' in li- 
miter Situations, he declared himfelf unequal 
to the talk of delivering brave men up to famine 
or poifon ; and pathetically intreated to be re- 
leafed from a command, which expofed his 
honour to ruin, and his name to execration. 
He informed them, at the fame time, that if 
he cpuld be fupplied with a fmall reinforcement 
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of troops and warlike ftores, he would anfwer 
for the fafety of the place, and of the furround- 
ing country. 

His remonftrance had the defired effeft. A 
packet foon arrived exprefs from Bombay, with 
intelligence of the Committee’s refolution of 
fending a force, confiding of two battalions of 
fepoys and forty artillery, with four fix-pound' 
ers, for the relief of the fettlement. Elated by 
the profpedt of fuch aid, the Major neglected 
no means of improving it. While he continued 
fuccefsfully his defenfive operations, he formed 
an [admirable' plan for a grand Tally and attack 
on Surdar Cawn’s camp ; and difpatched proper 
inftructions to the neighbouring potentates, in 
alliance with the Company, for regulating their 
co-operations. Of thefe, the King of Cotiote 
was chief, who, during the liege, had conftantly 
fignified his friendly intentions. The Kings of 
Zamorin and Travancore were alfo addrefled ; 
but none of thefe took any part in railing th§ 
£ e ge- ' 

The; reinforcements being all arrived, and 
every proper difpofition made for the Tally and 
attack, the troops, fixteen hundred in number, 
on the 8th of January, 1782, at two o’clock in 
morning, were under arms, and at three 

marched 
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marched in files, by the center to the Brafs Pa- 
goda, an important ftation in the lines, which 
takes its name from a covering of brafs plates 
on a large and venerable Gentoo place of wor- 
ship. Here the engineer had opened a {pace 
through which the troops might march out of 
the lines. They halted ’till near four o’clock, 
that they might arrive at the enemy’s camp 
juft at the dawning of the day. Having blown, 
according to orders, the priming powder out of 
the pans of their guns, they marched in pro- 
found filence, through marihy ground* till they 
turned Putney Hill, where a battery was ere&ed 
that fcoured the camp, fituated in its rear. 
This the advanced party attacked and took 
without fufferiiig the fmalleft lofs. At the fame 
time, the main body formed the line on the 
fhoulder of the hill, facing the enemy’s camp, 
which they had evacuated in the greateft con* 
fufion. Surdar Cawn, their General, was dis- 
covered on horfeback, at fome diftance, leading 
on a party of his men. Another party, drawn 
together in a confufed manner, on the extremity 
of Bench-Hill, adjoining to that of Putney, 
was gallantly difperfed by the Lieutenants 
Hodges and Wheldon, with two companies of 
of fepoys. The line, in the mean time, ad- 
vanced through the enemy’s camp, by files, in 
two columns. Surdar Cawn, after fome relift- 
: ■■ ance. 
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ance, being wonnded in the ankle, threw him- 
felf, with many of his braveft and moft faithful 
followers, into a fortified houfe, formed in the 
cavity of a rock, at Corichee, the manfion of 
his women and the repofitory of his treafures, 
determined not to furvive the difgrace of a de- 
feat, but to defend himfelf to the laft extremity. 
The men, in token of defperation, looting their 
hair, difplayed colours on the houfe, with the 
found of horns and other martial mufic. 


In this fituation, that refolute body of men 
waited to receive our troops, when Lieutenant' 
Woodington, the Major of Brigade, with a part 
of the grenadier fepoys, halted to attack the 
houfe, and, whilft he was giving orders to his 
men, was wounded through both his legs with 
a mulket ball. The main body, under Major 
Abington and Captain Carpenter, foon came 
up, and, about the fame time, a party of ma- 
rines and fepoys under Captain Pruin and Lieu- 
tenant Bute, that had been landed frofn th? 
veffels in the rear of the houfe, which was thus 
completely furrounded. This habitation, porte- 
fires being put in the guns, and fired on the 
thatched roof, by the contrivance of the En- 
gineer, was let on fire, and the defendants, after 
a refiftance- of two hours, were compelled to 
furrender or to perilh in the flames. 
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.The foccefs of this day was very great. The 
.©Kray's. General,, and many officers of diftin&ion, 
with upwards of 2000 men, were taken prifoners. 
All their guns, more than fifty in number, fell 
i-ito the hands of the vidtors, with much ammu- 
aition, two lacks of rupees, a large collection 
grain, feven elephants, a great deal of cordage 
and timber, and many horfes and draught huh 
looks. 

But the general joy was not a little damped 
by the Situation of Lieutenant Wbodington, the 
only European officer who was wounded on this 
memorable occafion, and whole lofs to the army, 
for he was a very meritorious and a&ive officer, 
was greatly lamented, 

ft V- - ‘ft: ■ ■ ;ft ri 'rift \;vV './• ' ''r ] : ■ .:i\ ft*. T'.ft ,, "ft ; V ■ . ' 
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When the fortified houfe, in which the urn 
fortunate Surdar Cawn made his laft fland, was 
fet on fire, many of his family and other adfie- 
. rents, in order to avoid the flames, began to drop 
down from the walls, amidft the fire of the fe? 
poys. Among thefc were feven of the fineff 
women of the eaft, who compofed the Cawn’s 
fcraglio. Captain Chriftie, who happened to 
pafs by the fpot where the women threw tbem- 
iclves down from the battlements of the haram. 
Immediately ftopt the firing, at the. hazard of 
his life, ran pp to their affiftance, and received 

them. 



PROM 1^80 TO 1784. fi*f 

tliem, one after another, in his arms. Iri the; 
mean time, a' party of failors belonging to the 
Bombay cruizers, that had co-eperated with the 
land forces, in this attack on Surdar Cawn’s laft: 
refuge, came up, and, for the fake of plunder, 
began 1 to tear off the womens ear-rings, while; 
thefe unfortunate ladies, afraid of even ruder 
treatment, and, uncertain of their fate, endea- 
voured to put an end to their exigence. But 
Captain Chriftie, partly by his authority as anf 
officer, and partly by a feafonable diftributkat 
of the jewels, in which the ladies cheerfully 
feconded him, was enabled, though with diffi- 
culty, to lave them from farther violence, by 
reftoring order among the failors. The poor 
women, when they found themfelves under fe- 
cure protection, gave vent to their gratitude, 
in embracing the knees, and bathing the feet 
of their protedor with tears of joy. Captain 
Chriftie, accompanied by Lieutenant Hawkes 
of the artillery, who had come up to lend his 
affiftance in this generous ad of gallantry, im- 
mediately conduded them to the commanding 
officer. They were then returned, fafe, to their 
lord, who had teftified the moft agonizing anxi- 
ety concerning their fate. When they came in 
his prefence, he looked fternly in their faces, 
and manifefted fymptoms of trouble, anguifh, 
and defpair. But, after he had converfed with 

them 



:>r fome time, his countenance fbftenedj 
into tears of joy, and he exprefled the ftrongeft 
emotions of gratitude for the delicate manner 
in which his women had been treated by the 
Britifh officers. “ You,” faid he, “ enjoy the 
fortune of this day, and you deferve it. Go, 
therefore, to a room (which hedefcribed) in 
«' the fortified houfe, .where you will find, for 
e your, reward, two lacks of rupees.” Above 
twenty thoufand pounds, was, accordingly, di- 
vided among the army. 

j-'i&XXX;: XX Vv ■ • . . ' 

Cawn, when he was taken, expedited im- 
mediate death, enquired why it was delayed, 
humanity of the Englilh, in 
with aftonifhment. “If you mean,” 
to the officers into whofe hands he fell, 
to fave my life, reftore my wives and my 
children.” — The joy that fprung up in his 
mind, on receiving this pledge of the merciful 
intentions of the Englilh, was not lafting. He 
died, foon after, of grief and agony of mind, 
rather than any confequence of his wound, de- 
firing, as the laft favour from Major Abington, 
that his family might be fent to Seringapatam. 
His requeft was readily granted, and punctually 
performed. 


n 
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In the courfe of that and the day following, 
all the enemy’s pofts furrendered in fucceffion. 

The pofleffions of the vi&ors now extended as 
far as Ajar to the north, and Inilanda to the 
fouth. Of fpoils they collected, altogether, 
one thoufand two hundred French firelocks, four 
brafs field-pieces, from fifty to fixty iron guns 
of various calibres, thirteen elephants, a number 
of horfes, and a great quantity of powder, foot, 
ihells, and other {lores. Their lofs did not 
ceed nine killed, and forty-nine wounded : 
while, of the enemy, five hundred wore killed 
or drowned, dn the Mabe river, a vaft numbers 
wounded, and one thoufand five hundred, in- 
cluding many of their principal officers, fent 
prifoners to Teilicherry. 

For thefe fervices, equally brilliant and join 
portant, Sir Eyre Coote, in a letter dated at 
Fort St, George, the 6th of February, 1782, 
returned his thanks to Major Abington, and 
the troops under his command, in the warmeft 
terms. 

Major Abington’s views wire now turned to- 
wards the fettlement and fecurity of his con- 
quefts. Remaining encamped on the field of 
viftory, his firft care was to reinftate the feveral | 

kings and princes, who had been forced, by the ; f j 

cruelties 
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The Kings of Cotiote and Cartinad, with, the 
Nambiers of Invanard, .were, on various condi* 
tions, reftored to their fbvereignties and poffeft 
fions. To have feized on thofe countries, and 
annexed them to the other conquefts of the 
Company, would have been partly unjuft, and 
was in faff impoffible.— The views of Major 
Abington, therefore, in reftoring them, were 
folid and juft ; for they pointed to the eftabjifh* 
ment of peace on a permanent balls, by conch 
Hating the minds of the princes and people, 
and fecuring their affiftance on any future enjefr 


gencic?. 
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In fuch tranfaClions, and in demolifhing the 
enemy’s works, fending off their ftores, and 
planting proper guards at the forts, the Major 
was employed ’till the 3d of February ; whet), 
haying fettled every thing in the belt manner 
that circumftances would permit, he marched to, 
wards Callicut. Before that fort be .arriyed o§ th? 
morning of the 1 zth, and .took poft within tw§> 
hundred yards of the walls. Next day he had tjhf 
good fortune to blow up, by a fhell, part of the 
grand Magazine, which fo totally expofed the 
..garrifon to an alTault, that they immediately fur., 
rendered. Upwards of fixty iron guns, mounted, 
were found in the fort, with great quantities of 
X .tn.if 



military ftores : feveral fmail and large veffels 
tying' m different rivers with naval ftores, fell 
into the hands of the conquerors. 


Colonel Humberftone arriving foon after at 
Callicut, claimed the command of the army, as 
being fenior officer to Major Abington : which 
leads us back to that military and naval force, 
originally intended for the reduction of the Cape 
of Good Hope, which failed from England in 
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of Liutenant Colonel, during the time of the 
war only. To the troops under Mackenzie and 
Fullarton were added the 2d battalion of the 
42d regiment, commaded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Macleod, Chief of that name and clan, and long 
poflefled of a large property in the Me of Sky, 
one of the ifiands on the weftern coaft of Scot - 
land ; four companies from ether regiments, 
commanded by Major Robert Douglas, with a 
detachment of royal artillery, under Lieutenant 
Hillop. The whole of this force was to be 
headed by Major-General William Meadows, 
an officer of approved abilities. The fleet which 
carried it from Spithead in March, 1781, was 
commanded by Commodore Johnftone, an officer 
who poflefled the reputation of great activity 
and intrepid courage. It confided of two Ihips 
of the line, three of 50 guns, three frigates of 
32 guns, two iloops of war, two cutters, the 
Infernal fire-lhip, and the 'Terror bomb-ketch, 
two ordnance ftore-fhips, feven armed tranfports, 
with coppered bottoms, four hired uncoppered 
tranfports, five victuallers, and thirteen India- 
men : the whole making forty-five fail, replete 
with troops, and ftores of every kind for a long 
voyage, and 10,000 Hand of arms. This fleet 
anchored in Praya Bay, in the Ifland of St. Jago, 
one of the Cape de Verds, on the 10th of April. 
On the 1 6th, at eight in the morning, the Ills, 
M X 2/' ; v' > : h being 
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being the fhip that was ftationed the furtheft out 
at Tea, made a fignal that there was a ftrange; 
fleet in fight. All officers were immediately 
ordered to repair on board ; and about nine, a 
fleet of fifteen fail being now in view, a fignal 
was made to clear the lhips for aftion. The 
ftrange fleet now feparated into two divifions : 
one of ten, the other of five fliips. The firft 
was a convoy ; the laft, fliips of war. At half 
paft nine, the headmoft of thefe entered the 
Bay, under French colours, the other four fol- 
lowing in a line a-head. It was the French 
fleet under the command cf the celebrated Suf- 
frein. He loft not a moment to begin a furious 
attack on the Englifti, who had referved their fire, 
from a notion that the French Admiral would; 
not, by committing hoftilities in a neutral port, 
violate the laws of nations. The Britifh fleet, 
though fearcely yet clear for action, and with 
feven hundred of their 4 beft feamen on lhore, 
opened on the en6my, and returned their fire 
with equal vigour. The adfion was continued 
with great heat about aahour, when the French 
Commander gave the fignal for his fleet to bear 
away, and purfue their deftination. It was paft 
three o’clock, afternoon, before our fquadron 
flipt their cables to go in purfuit of them; 
though they had feized and carried off the In- 
fernal fire-ihip, and the Hinchinbrook Indiaman, 
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as well as taken one of their own difabled Chips 
in tow, and given orders to one of our victuallers, 
that they had manned, to follow, which fhe was 
doing. They came abreaft with the enemy, by 
the time the fun was going down, about fix 
o’clock. Though our Commodore was to the 
windward of the French, he did not bring them 
to an adtion. He kept abreaft of them till mid- 
night : but in the morning not one of them was 
to be feen. The three Chips feized by the French 
found means to make their efcape, and came 
fafely into the Bay of Praya fome days after. 


On the 1 ft day of May, our fleet, being now 
nearly refitted, was ordered to unmoor, and, the 


next morning, to weigh anchor. About four 


o’clock afternoon, the whole fleet was under 
fail. Ti^north-eaft trade-wind carried them 
within thrHSy^cIegrees of the line ; after which 
another trade-wind brought them to the Ifland 
of Trinidada, a romantic but defolate ifland, 
■claimed by the Portugueze as the firft difcover- 
ers, oppofite to the coaft of South America. 
They lay in fight of that ifland for two days. 
Hitherto, both our officers and men were igno- 
rant of their deftination : but now, the fleet 
proceeded in a fouth-eafterly courfe, avowedly 
for the Cape of Good Hope. The troops be- 
ing removed, on the 19th of June, out of eight 
X3 V India- 
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Indiamen, and crouded into the other {hips of 
the fleet, thofe Indiamen purfued their voyage ; 
and one Indiaman having parted from our fqua- 
dron on the 25th of May, for St. Helen’s, there 
remained now only four out of the thirteen 
which failed from Spithead, namely, the Ofter- 
ley, Latham, Locko, and Valentine. A Dutch 
prize was brought into our fleet on the xft of 
July, by fome of our frigates. The Dutchman 
being outward-bound, had on board 6o,oool. in 
bullion : but, what was of greater confequence 
to our fleet, now within fixty- five leagues of the 
Cape, the packet which it carried, contained in- 
formation of confiderable importance to the at- 
tainment of their chief object. Suffrein, with 
his {hips of war, a frigate, and one or two 
of his tranfports, had arrived in Falfe Bay. 
The guns and men of the difabled {hip of war, 
called the Hannibal, which he had dragged 
along with the reft of his fquadron under jury 
malls, were landed, and placed in ftrong bat- 
teries eredted on purpofe for receiving them. 
In the Bay of Saldannah, from twenty to Twenty- 
five leagues diftant, five homeward-bound Dutch 
Indiamen had taken Ihelter, and, as foon as they 
fhould be informed that the Englifh were arrived 
off the Cape, they were to flip out, and fail di- 
redtly for Europe. In confequence of this in- 
telligence, the fleet lay to, the night of the 9th, 

ancl 
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and all the 10th, in order to deliberate what was 
heft to be done. On the 21ft, about ten in the 
forenoon, they entered Saldannah Bay, where 
they took, almoft without refinance, the five 
fhips of which they had received fuch exact in- 
telligence, with two of fmaller value. The 
■wholewere eftimatedconfiderably above 800 oool. 
but one of them was burnt by her crew, and two 
of them unfortunately loft in their paffage to 
England. On the 26th, the prizes, with fome 
tranfports, and on the 28th, Commodore John- 
ftone, with all the fhips of war, excepting four, 
having previoufly conducted what remained of 
the fleet, paffed Table Land and Falfe Bay. 
The General, while our fleet lay yet in Saldan- 
nah Bay, demanded of the Commodore in pub- 
lic, becaufe he found it a very difficult matter 
to obtain an official anfwer from that impracti- 
cable man on any fubject, whether he would 
land him and his foldiers in Table Bay. The 
Commodore replied in the affirmative ; but ad * 
ded, that he would not ftay a moment to aid 
him, in cafe of difcomfiture. 


The fame packet which fortunately directed 
Commodore Johnftone to Saldannah Bay, deter- 
mined General Meadows, after the Commo- 
dore’s anfwer, to go onward to India. For he 
lu*-d gleaned from fundry Dutch letters, fome 
X 4 .. intelji- 
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intelligence, though imperfedt, of the war 
with Hyder-Ally, the excifion or capture of 
Colonel Baillie’s army, and the diftrefs of the 
Englifh fettlements in that part of the world. 
Our reduced fleet now confifted of the Hero, 
Monmouth, and Ifis Ihips of war, the coppered 
tranfports, the two ordnance ftore-fliips, and 
four Indiamen : the whole under the command 
of Cantain Tames Alms, of the Monmouth. 


Commodore Alms, with all the Ihips under 
his command,' anchored fafely in the Bay of 
Zamooda, off the watering place in Johanna, 
the chief of the Gomorrah Iflands, fituated be- 

■ : ' . I . ' ' . tween 
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tween Madagafcar and the coaft of Africa, on 
Sunday the 2d of September, 1781. Here he 
landed all his lick men, confifting of one third 
of the fleet and army. They were afflicted 
chiefly with the fctirvy : but not a few with dy~ 
fenteries and ulcers. The. greateft part of all. 
our invalids recovered, during the twenty-two 
days they remained in that delightful place. 

On the 24th of September, our fleet, fetting 
fail from Johanna, purfued their deftination. 
After a calm which lafted from the 1 xth of Oc- 
tober to the 5th of November, the fhifting of 
the .monfoon obliged them, though only two 
hundred and fixty leagues from Bombay, to fleer 
in a north-eafterly courfe, which brought them 
within fight of the land of Arabia Felix on the 
15th. They beat oft' the Arabian coaft, en- 
deavouring to work up to the eaftward, but 
without fuccefs, till the 26th, when they flood 
in, and anchored in Morabat Bay. The India- 
men, having taken the 42ft regiment on board, 
out of the tranfports, fell to leeward with the 
current, and were obliged to go into Kiffin Bay, 
diftant about twenty leagues, from whence they 
afterward joined the fleet. 

The lhips of war, the Monmouth, Hero, Ills, 
8 iid the Manilla, with the Royal Charlotte and 

Raikes, 
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Raikes, having on board the 98th regiment, 
proceeded, on the 6th of December, to join 
Admiral Hughes ; leaving the 42d and 100th 
regiments, and four additional companies, in 
the coppered tranfports and Indiamen ; and the 
condudt of the convoy was given to Captain 
Smith of the San Carlos : but the Charlotte and. 
Raikes, having each fprung a top-mad, were 
obliged to put back and join the tranfports and 
Indiamen in Morabat Bay. General Meadows 
and Colonel Fullarton were on board the Ihips 
.©f war. Colonel Mackenzie Humberdone was 
left to command the troops in the tranfports, 
with tfiofe that had joined them in the Raikes 
and Royal Charlotte. The men of war joined 
our fquadron, confiding of feven double decked 
Slips and a frigate, in the roads of Madras, on 
the 1 2th of OAober, 1782. Colonel Hum- 
jberftone’s fquadron, confiding of thirteen fail, 
inclufive of a Portugueze fhip, which furniflied 
them with wines, left Morabat on the 9th of 
December, 1781, and arrived at Bombay on 
the morning of the m 2 zd of January, the year 
following. 


The junction of the four drips of war, with 
the fquadron under Sir Edward Hughes,, at this 
time, was mod fortunate. For, on the 13th of 
February, 1782, a French armament, of thirteen 
. fliips 
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Ihips of the line, with a number of frigates and 
tranfports, under the command of that great 
naval officer Monfieur de Suffrein, hove in light, 
reconnoitred Madras, and anchored a few miles 
to the windward of the Englilh Admiral, Upon 
the 14th, Suffrein paffcd Madras, in line of bat- 
tle to the fouthward. Towards the evening of 
that day. Sir Edward Hughes, having received 
on board the 98th regiment, weighed anchor and 
Hood after him. On the 15th the fleets met, and 
a partial aft ion commenced. N ight parted them s 
but, in the morning, the enemy’s Ihips of war, to 
the number of twelve of the line of battle, with 
a frigate, appeared in view, bearing eaft of the 
Englilh fleet, at the diftance of four leagues, 
while fixteen fail of their frigates and tranfports, 
about the diftance of three to the weft, fleered 
directly for Pondicherry. Our Admiral, on this, 
inftantly made the fignal for a general chace to 
the fouth-weft, in order, if poffible, to come 
up with the tranfports. Six of the enemy’s Ihips 
and veffels, accordingly, fell into our hands, 
five of which were Englilh, taken to the north- 
ward of Madras : the fixth was the Laurifton, 
a tranfport, having on board many French offi- 
cers, three hundred men of the regiment "of 
Lauzun, and laden with all kinds of ammuni- 
tion. This Ihip was taken by Captain Lumley 
of the Ifis. The other veffels, after the French- 
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men were taken out or mem, wcic «=!«. 
their own crews to Negapatnam. 

Monfieur de SufFrein, having difcovered the 
intention of the Englilh Admiral to chace and 
take his tranfports, loft not a moment to make 
all the fail after him that was in his power. , A 
hot engagement took place on the 1 7 th, in which 
the French Admiral, having the advantage of 
fqualls from the N.N.E. advanced on the rear 
of our line, in an irregular double line a-breaft, 
with great celerity. Sir Edward Hughes, in 
order to draw the rear of his line clofer to the 
center, and to prevent the enemy from breaking 
in, and attacking k when feparated, at half paft 
noon, made the fignal for our fquadron to form 
the line of battle a-breaft. At three in the after- 
noon, the enemy ftill pufhing onward to our 
rear in a double line a-breaft, the Admiral again 
altered his courfe jn the line, in order to draw 
his rear fhips ftill clofer to the center : but, at 
forty minutes after three, finding it impofiible 
to avoid the enemy’s attack, under all the dis- 
advantages of very little wind and a leeward 
ftation, he made the fignal to form at once into 
the line of battle a-head. At four, the' Exeter, 
the fternmoft flfip in our rear, when formed in 
line of battle a-head on the larboard tack, not 
being quite clofed to her fecond a-head, three 
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of the enemy’s lhips in the firft line, headed by 
Suffrein himfelf in the Hero, moved along the 
outfide of the firft line to our center, which was 
formed by Sir Edward Hughes, on board the 
Superbe. The other French lliips, too, of the' 
fecond line, advanced as far as the Superbe, 
but no farther. Thus, eight of the enemy’s 
beft lhips were engaged in an attack on five of 
ours. The van of our fleet, confiding of the 
Monmouth, Eagle, Burford, and Worcefter, 
could neither be brought into the engagement, 
without tacking on the enemy, nor tack on the 
enemy for want of wind. The five lhips of our 
center and rear, thus cut off from the van, forely 
prefled by the enemy, and greatly difabled in 
their mails, yards, fails, and rigging, could not 
follow the other four without the utmoft hazard 
©f entire reparation. But, at fix in the after- 
noon, a fquall of wind from the fouth-eaft, 
brought the van of our line round, and a-head 
on the enemy to the north-eaft, when the en- 
gagement was renewed by the ftarboard guns of 
our other five lhips, with great fpirit and alacrity. 
The approach of night parted the two fleets : 
the French hauled their wind, and flood to 
north-eaft : the Englilh failed with a favourable 
wind for Trincomalee, to repair the damages 
fuftained in this engagement. Captain Reynolds 
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of the Exeter was killed, and Captain Steven: 
of the Superbe died of his wounds. 


Monfieur de Suffrein came to anchor in the 
neighbourhood of Porto Novo, where, in confe- 
quence of the alliance between his nation and 
Hyder, he landed three thoufand four hundred 
men : the firft divifion of that force, which, 
under the command of the Marquis de Buffy, 
was intended to fubvert the Englifh power in 
India. The fort of Cuddalore, weakly garri- 
foned, immediately became a place of arms and 
of comfort to the French troops. Sir Edward 
Hughes, having effected the neceffary repairs, 
failed from Trincomalee on the 4th of _March, 
and on the 12th arrived at Madras. 


Towards the end of March, intelligence ar- 
rived that Monfieur Suffrein had fuddenly flip- 
ped from Porto Novo, and put to fea. — Me 
had learned from a foreign veffel that an Englifh 
fleet was upon the coafl, and it became, of 
courfe, his object to intercept it. But Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes immediately got under way, and 
in fight of the flag-flaff of Fort St. George 
fell in with the fleet of which the French was in 
purfuit, confifting of feven Indiamen, with the 
7 8 dr regiment on board, eight hundred brave 

High 




fROM 1780 TO 1784 . J 35 

Highlanders, under convoy of two line of bat- 
tle fhips, the Magnanime and the Sultan. He 
ordered the men of war to join him, recruited 
himfelf from the merchant fhips, and flood di- 
rectly for Trincomalee, there to land a rein- 
forcement, and military ftores for the garrifon; 
Sir Edward prudently ftudied to decline an en- 
gagement, till he fliould land the troops and 
ftores. It was the bufinefs of Suffrein, on 
the other hand, to court an action : he was 
upon an enemy’s coaft, without any harbour 
near, where he might Ihelter and repair his 
fhips : and he was engaged in a daring enter- 
prize, which required both ability and prompt 
execution. 
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The Englifhand French Admirals, purfuing 
their refpective views, on the 12th of April, 
braced up to the wind, which blew from the 
land on the weft. Sir Edward Hughes had 
gained the weather-gage of the enemy, and had 
reafon to look with confiderable aflurance for 
the accomplifhment of his objedr, when fud- 
denly the wind changed to the eaft, leaving the 
Englifh fleet fo alarmingly clofe to the banks 
that lay near to Jaffanapatam, that one of the 
fhips actually felt the ground. Suffrein faw 
his advantage, bore down, and began the battle. 
The number of guns, on both fides, was nearly 

equal : 
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equal : but the French fleet was full of men, 
while the Englilh was fliort of its compliment; 
and fxckly. The adion was broken off by the 
darknefs of the night; The nature or charader 
©f this fea-fight may be learned from this cir^ 
cumftance, that for feven days the fleets lay 
within random fhot, without attempting any 
attack, or giving the leaft moleftation to each 
other. Monlieur Suffrein, who was enabled 
by the number of his hands to bring his Ihips 
firfl: into order, after making a parade of offering 
battle, failed, for the purpofe of complete re- 
pairs, to Bataealo, in the ifland of Ceylon. Sir 
Edward Hughes, for the fame purpofe, entered 
the harbour of Trincomalee. 

The Englilh army had now remained a con- 
fiderable time at the Mount : when, on the 1 7th 
of April, it was put in motion for the relief of 
Parmacoil. But the General, on his arrival at 
Carangooly, was informed that Parmacoil had 
furrendered on terms, on May the 16th. On the 
24th, the army encamped at Vandewalh. The 
general orders of this day, for the purpofe of 
confirming the courage of our men, looked 
back to the vidory obtained by Sir Eyre Coote 
over the unfortunate French General, Count Lab 
ly, in 1760. The camp was pitched on the fpot 
where that vidory was obtained, and an extraor- 
. . . dinary 
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dinary batta was iffued out to the troops. But, 
on the following morning, it was found necef- 
fary, on account of water, to remove the camp 
to the oppofite fide of the fort. 


Hyder-Ally lay encamped in a ftrong poll on 
the Red Hills, near Parmacoil, from which va- 
rious movements of the Englifli General aimed 
to draw him, in vain. But the magazines of 
Hyder being depofited in the ftrong fort of 
Arnee, Sir Eyre Coote conceived that a march 
towards that place, might induce the enemy, 
for the fafety of his ftores, to hazard an en- 
gagement. The General, therefore, turning 
his back on Parmacoil, and leaving his laft 
ground fifteen miles in the rear, encamped at 
Defore. A fummons was fent, on the 31ft, to 
the fort of Chittaput, to furrender to the arms 
of the Englifli : to which the Keeladar, encou- 
raged by the nearnefs of Hyder, in terms of 
great haughtinefs, bade defiance. Our armv, 
therefore, pafied this place on the ift of June, 
and encamped on the weft and fouth fide of the 
river, with an opening of three miles between 
them and the fortrefs of Arnee. Hyder, as foon 
as he received intelligence, that Sir Eyre Coote 
had ftruck into the road leading to Chittaput 
and Arn6e, immediately marched after him, 
and coming over a fpace of forty-three miles in 
Y tWO 
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two days, took up his head quarters in Chit- 
taput, on the evening of the fame day in which 
our troops fat down in the encampment juft 
defcribed. 


Although Hyder, when he has an object in 
view that requires expedition, obferves not any 
order of march, and the whole country appears 
to be in motion, yet, his innumerable bodies of 
horfe guard him again!! furprize, and enable 
him, before fuch an army as ours can ftrike any 
blow of importance, to form his troops in order 
of battle. It may, perhaps, at the fame time, 
afford fome meafure of gratification to European 
curiofity, to be informed, that the undifciplined. 
troops of Afia, generally inflamed with bang 
and other intoxicating drugs, pour forth as they 
advance, a torrent of menacing and abufive lan- 
guage on their adverfaries. Every expreffion 
of contempt and averfion, every threat, fitted to 
make an impreflion of terror, or to excite ideas 
of horror, that cuftom readily prefects, or in- 
ventive fancy can fuggeft, accompaniesjhe ut- 
moft ferocity of looks, voice, and gefture. A 
murmuring found, with clouds of duft, an- 
nounce their approach, while they are yet at the- 
diftance of feveral miles. As they advance, 
their accents are more and more diftinctly 
heard, until at laft, with their eyes fixed, and 

weapons 
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Weapons pointed at fome individual, they de- 
vote Him, with many execrations, to deftruc- 
tion ; giving his fielh, like the heroes in Homer, 
and the Philiftine warriors, * to the dogs, and 
the birds of the air, and the beafts of the field: 
The numbers of the Afiatic armies, the ferocity 
of their manner, and the novelty of their ap- 
pearance, would unnerve and overcome the hearts 
of the fmall European bodies that are oppofed 
to them in the field of battle, if experience had 
not fufficiently proved, how much the filenceof 
difcipline excels barbarian noife, and uniformity 
of defign and a&ion, the defultory efforts of bru- 
tal force, adting by ftarts, and liable to the con- 
tagion of accidental impreffion. 
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Sir Eyre Coote, on the 2d of June, with his 
eye fixed on Hyder’s valuable depofits at Ar- 
nee, began to move towards that important place 
before break of day. But no fooner had the ap- 
proach of the fun enlightened the horizon, than 
a heavy cannonade, of eighteen and twenty- 
four pounclers, was opened on our rear, and fell 
very near it. Our army came twice to the right 
about, and the baggage was brought twice thro’ 
the files,, before it was found poflible to afcer- 
tain the quarter from whence, the enemy’s fire 
proceeded. The General called a confultation 
y 2 «f' 
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of his officers, and encouraged them to deliver 
their fentiments concerning the prefent fituation 
of affairs, without referve. Some were of opi- 
nion that the enemy’s horfe would charge in 
fquadron : others agreed, in part, with this opi- 
nion ; but added, that, after the baggage fhould 
be thrown into confufion, they would probably 
come round by a rapid wheel, and charge our 
troops in the rear. The reports that continued 
to be made from that quarter, having incontefti- 
bly proved that it was here that the enemy de- 
figned to make their principal attack, the Ge- 
neral, without farther deliberation, brought 
about the line, and drew it up in order to receive 
them. But no fooner were our troops formed 
to the rear, than a divifion of the enemy, com- 
manded by Tippoo Saib, moved rapidly to Ar- 
nee, carried away the treafure, gave orders to 
the Commandant, and reinforced the garrifon. 
The enemy, in the mean time, occupied all the’ 
circumjacent grounds ; and their cavalry, gal- 
loping to and fro in every direction, harraffed 
the Englifh, who polTeffed a low fituation, and 
galled them not a little, while they were form- 
ing to the rear in order of battle. The General 
made fuch difpofitions as might bed; remedy the 
' difadvantage of his ground, and advancing . 
againft the enemy, endeavoured to bring them 
to a clofe and decifive engagement. Bwt, as he 
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advanced, Hyder ftirunk back, arid left the 
Englilh in pofleffion of the fcene of adtion. The 
inftant our troops were ordered to relinquifh the 
purfuit, and halt on the field of vidtory, a gun, 
with fome tumbrils, was obferved, oppofite to 
the 73d regiment, flicking faft in the bed of 
the Arnee river, and a party of the enemy la- 
bouring to draw them out. The Honourable 
Captain Lindfey, againft pofitive orders, as well 
as the rules of war, advanced with his grenadier 
company beyond the line, chaced away the ene- 
my’s party, and feiued the gun and tumbrils, the 
pofleffion of which converted the General’s dif- 
plealure into commendation. When Captain 
Lindfey advanced, the other companies of his 
regiment followed, in order to fupport him, 
and were drawn up in one battalion, under that 
fteady Veteran Captain Shaw, on the oppofite 
banks of the river. This vidtory, if it may be 
called a vidtory, was obtained at the inconfide- 
rable expenceof fixty fepoys killed and wounded. 
The enemy, it was conjectured, did not lofe 
above half that number. 


As we were unprovided with battering cannon, 
fcaling ladders were made of green bamboos, 
and a fummons was lent to the Keeladar of Ar- 
nee to furrender': but as neither the anfwer of 
that Commander, nor the fituation of the fort 
Y 3 afforded 
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afforded any hopes that it might be attacked with 
any probability of fuccefs, our army, on the 6th 
of June, marched towards Madras. Having 
c rolled and recrolfed the courfe of the Arnee, 
they encamped, on the yth, on the fame fide 
of the river from which they fet out. While 
they lay in camp on the 8th, the enemy, from 
a military knowledge of the ground, than which 
there is no circumftarice that is oftener improved 
by a fkilful Commander into happy projects, 
drew out our grand guard, confifting of a regi- 
ment of European cavalry, into an ambufcade, 
•where they were either cut off by an open and 
heavy fire in their front, or taken prifoners by 
a numerous party of horfe that came fuddenly 
between the main army and their rear. The 
Englifh General returned, on the 9th of June, 
to Vandewafh, where, after a fruitlefs attempt 
to retaliate the lofs of the preceding day, by 
fnares iimilar to thofe through which it was oc- 
cafioned, proceeded on his march, and on the 
20th arrived at Madras. 

In thefe ftratagems and encounters, the laft 
in which Sir Eyre Coote and Hyder-Ally-Cawn 
were deftined to meafure their flrength in the 
field, we behold the conduct of the Comman- 
ders, and the whole character of the war. The 
Englifn General oppofing to numbers, artifices, 
. v c ; : and 
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and local advantages, the difciplined valour of 
his little army, according to the plaineft and 
mod approved rules of war, and, without ex- 
pofing his troops to too great hazards, conftant- 
ly endeavouring to reduce the various move- 
ments and feints of his antagonift to a point, 
where he could bear upon him with his whole 
ftrengtli at once, and bring him to a clofe and 
decifive adion : the Afiatic politician and war- 
rior, availing himfelf of prefent and vaft re- 
fources, eluding regular and compacted force, 
by ftratagems the mod various and profound, 
and declining to commit to the fortune of a 
lingle day, what would be enfured by a feries 
of conjunctures rightly improved, by diftanceof 
fpace which might deprive his adverfary of fup- 
plies in the moment of exigency, and by the 
very lapfe of time, which, transferring the arts 
of the refined to the rude, levels in its progrefs 
the condition of nations. 


Sir Eyre Coote, in Fort St. George, after the 
toils of thefield, had the fatisfaction of reflecting, 
that he had marched and countermarched, in fpite 
of all oppofition, whitherfoever he would, carried 
relief to the diftrefled, beaten back the enemy in 
every Rattle, and done every thing but bring him 
to a decifive engagement. Hyder-Ally, repofing 
in the fortrefs of Arnee, preferved by his arms, re- 
Y 4 joiced 
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joiced that he had been able to avoid a decifive ac- 
tion ; that lie was ftill in a condition to prefent a 
front to the foe that the wounds he had given, 
to the Engliih were deeper than any they had in- 
flicted on his army ; and that, while he thus 
maintained his ground in the Carnatic, and 
braved with advantage a power deemed irreftfti- 
ble, he might reafonably hope, that in propor- 
tion as the preffure ' of terror, which alone 
kept the native princes under awe and fubjec- 
jection to the Europeans, fliould be removed, 
they would gradually be united in a determined 
refolution to expel them, without exception, 
from the coafts of India. 

The war with the Ma'nrattas, conduced un- 
der the immediate aufpices of the Governor-Ge-. 
neral and Council of Bengal, was attended with 
more brilliant fuccefs, and, by this time, brought 
to a fafe iffue. The departure of Mr. Francis 
from India, towards the dole of 1780, eman- 
cipating Mr. Haftings from the fhackles of op- 
position and intrigue, left him at liberty to carry 
on the war again!! the Mahrattas, who had re- 
jected the offer that had been made of peace, 
with the utmoft vigour. Lieutenant Colonel, 
tnen Major Popham, remained with a garrifon 
in Gualior : and Lieut. Colonel Camac was or- 
dered to advance, at the head of five battalions 
: , V v.'L V of 



of fepoys, to Ugein, the capital of Madajee 
Scindiah. This movement was attended with 
all thofe beneficial eonfequences which Mr. Haf- 
tings had predi&ed. Scindiah, who was the Ge- 
neral of the Mahratta army, and oppofed Ge- 
neral Goddard in Guzzarat, at the head of fixty 
thoufand horfe, fuddenly quitted the Mahratta 
camp, for the defence of his own country. He 
advanced to Seronge in the month of February, 
17S1, furrounded Colonel Camac with large 
bodies of cavalry, interrupted his fupplies, and 
reduced him to the greateft diftrefs. In this fi- 
xation, the Colonel wrote in the mod preffing 
terms for reinforcements to Major Popham,and 
alfo to Colonel Muir and Colonel Morgan, who 
commanded our troops on the borders of Corah 
and in Oude ; recommending, at the fame time, 
that a diverfion fhould be made in his favour 
from Calpee. Meafures were immediately taken 
for the fupport of Colonel Camac, but he had 
the good fortune to extricate himfelf from all 
Jiis difficulties before the reinforcements arrived 
to his affiftance. He called a council of war on 
the 23d of March, in which it was propofed by 
Captain, Bruce, who commanded the {forming 
party at Gualior, to attack Scindiah’s camp 
that night, as the only poflible means of pre- 
ferving the army. This advice, moft ffrenuoufiy 
feconded by Major Maclary, a gentleman now 
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to England, was, after fome debate and confi- 
deration, adopted by the Colonel. At fun-fet, 
on the 24th, the army moved from their ground, 
and, after a march of thirteen hours, effedu- 
ally furprifed the two camps of Madajee Scin- 
diah, made themfelves matters of all his artillery, 
took his ftandard elephant, a number of camels 
and bullocks, and a prodigious quantity of pro- 
yifions. 


This adtion was decifive of tire Mahratta war. 
Colonel Muir, who, in confequence of Colonel 
Camac’s letter from Seronge, had been detached 
a-crofs the Jumna, had advanced as far as the 
Ranah of Gohud’s country, to his affittance, 
joine'dthe army with his reinforcement the month 
following, and being the fenior officer, fucceeded 
to the general command. The Governor-Ge- 
neral could not remove Colonel Muir, who was 
one of the beft officers in their fervice, from a 
command to which Lieut. Colonel Camac had 
exprefsly called him. In the month of Auguft, 
1781, Scindiah made overtures of peace. A 
negotiation was opened for that purpofe, and a 
treaty concluded with that Chief in the month 
of Odlober, 1781. A total ceffation. of hoftili- 
ties with the Mahratta ftates was the immediate 
confequence of the feparatc peace with Madajee ; 
and a general pacification was figned in May, 
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1782. Thus did that expedition, on the fuceefe 1 I 

I 

of which Mr. Haftings, when he propofed it, had 1 


declared he would rifk his life, terminate precifely \ I 


as the Governor-General predicted : and, in the \ 1 

{ 

year 1782, of all the confederacy that had been \ 1 

| 

formed againft us, two members only continued m 

| 

hoftile, Hyder-Ally-Cawn and the French. Ma- \ B 

j 

dajee Booflah had been bought off by a fum of \ 

| 

money : and the Nizam confiding, or pretend- \ Jj 

■ . 

ing to confide in our promifes, according to his 

’ 

ufual policy, continued inactive. To the ho- 1 


nour of the troops employed againft Scindiah, I 

fi 

it is proper to mention, that they were five ■ 

II 

months in arrears during all the fervice. I 

1 

. V. . ■: 1 ; 

It was for this reafon, and becaule the trea- 

| : 4 

sury of Bengal was totally inadequate to the 

ij 

continued and increafing demands of an hun- 1 

11 

dred thoufand men under arms, in the fervicc I 

1 

i of Great Britain in different parts of India, 1 

ii 

[ ' that the Governor-General determined, in the 1 

is 

month of Auguft, 1781, to demand from the j 

: | 

; Nabob Vizier of Oude, the balance due to the j 

n 

Company; and from the Rajah Cheyt Sing, a j 

■ 

; Zemindar who rented, under the Englifn Com- 3 

: 

pany, the rich city and dependencies of Be- I 


; naras, together with fuch farther contributions 1 


as the neceffities of war rendered cuftomary in | 

; 

1 the caff, from vaffals to lords paramount, and | 

j 

i ^ from 

fill ' / ; :f'" i 

jj| ' 1 

|» . ’ 1 

|1 

8 

II 
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from a fubjeCt to his fovereign. The Princefles 
of Oude, the mother and grandmother of the 
Nabob Afoph-ul-Dowlah, together with im- 
menfe treafares, poffefled a confiderable force, 
and not a fmall Ihare of the authority of govern- 
ment.— The Rajah Cheyt Sing, from his father 
Bulwant Sing, who derived whatever degree of 
independency he pofleffed, during the latter pe- 
riod of his life, from the protection and inter- 
vention of our Government, inherited a vaft 
mafs of wealth, which he fecured in the two 
flrong fortreffes of Bidjey Gar and Lutteefpoor. 
But, if common fame made juft reports, neither 
the Begums of Oude, nor the Rajah of Benaras, 
were friends to the Englilh. Hoftile intentions, 
it was every where faid, were manifefted by 
overt actions : infolent treatment of the Engl iff, 
correfpondence with the powers who were, or 
might eventually become our enemies, the col- 
lection of ftores, and other afts of military pre- 
paration. The general ftate and temper of the 
country, and particularly the evafions by which 
Cheyt Sing fought to with-hold the fubfidies 
which our Government had demanded and he 
had promifed, rendered thefe reports not in- 
credible to a mind, anxious, like that of Mr. 
Haftings, for the public fafety, which hung in 
fufpence on his decifions. In fuch circum fiances 
as thefe, 'the Governor-General determined to 
gijfeEg yfch jgjj ■ fci?c. 
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feize, in good time, an engine that might be 
turned againft himfelf, and to anticipate any 
farther inftances of hoftility, which mu ft in- 
volve in their progrefs, either the ruin of the 
princes from whom they proceeded, or that of 
the power againft which they were pointed. 


When Sir Eyre Coote was about to embark, 
in October, 1780, for the coaft of Coromandel, 
and there was a very great degree of probability 
that Bengal would be invaded by the Mahrattas, 
the plan adopted by the Government for the 
protection of Bengal and its dependencies from 
the attacks of our enemies, was, to put the 
troops of the native princes, connected with our 
nation, either by the ties of alliance or alle- 
giance, under the difeipline and the command 
of Britifh officers. As a part of the fyftem of 
defence, it was unanimoufly refolved in Council, 
that a part of Cheyt Sing’s cavalry Ihould be 
put under our orders. 


The Rajah did not difpute the right of his 
fovereign to demand military aid, according to 
oriental cuftom, but he fought to evade com- 
pliance on pretence of poverty : and his ex- 
cufes and delays to pay his promifed fubfidy, 
there was reafon to believe, were dictated by 
the doubts he had been taught to entertain 

through 
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through the intrigues, and even pofitive decla- 
rations of Mr. Francis, concerning the inabi- 
lity of that authority by which it had been 
impofed. His repeated initances of contu- 
macy and difobedience, though unjuftifiable in 
themfelves, and aggravated by the extreme 
and dangers of the fuperior ftate, ap- 
to the Governor-General of lefs con- 
fideration, on account of their own crimina- 
lity, than as they were evidences of a deliberate 
and fyftematic conduct, aiming at the total fub- 
verfion of the authority of the Company, and 
the ereSion of his own independency on its 
ruins. He confidered Cheyt Sing as culpable 
a very high degree, towards our ftate, and 
his puniftiment, of which he had given him 
frequent warnings if he did not amend his con- 
uct, as an example which juftice and policy 
required, equally for the reparation of the 
Wrongs which its dignity had fuftained, and for 
the future prefervation of its authority. He 
faw a political neceftity for curbing the over- 
grown power of a great member of the Com- 
pany’s dominion, and rendering it fubferviem: 
to their prefent exigencies. Thefe are the 
urged by Mr. Haftings in his narrative 
of the infurrection at Benaras, in a ftream of 
eloquence that rarely, if it ever flows, at once 
with fuch tranfparency and fuch force, Where 
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the eonclufions of the underftanding derive 
not an impetus from the emotions of the heart. 


The Governor-General, with a view to raife 
fupplies for maintaining the . war, and in the 
hopes of being able to effect fome interviews 
that might lead to peace, let out from Calcutta 
on the 7th of July, 1781, with an intention to 
proceed to Lucknow, the principal refidence of 
the Royal Family of Oude. Fie arrived at Be- 
naras on the morning of the 14th of Auguft, 
whither alfo Cheyt Sing came to meet him fome 
hours later. The Governor-General forbad the 
Rajah to come that evening to his quarters, as 
he had intended; and required him to defer 
his future vifits, until he fhould receive his 
permiffion, as he had fome previous matters to 
fettle with him, of which he would be informed 
by the Refident, whom he would depute to him,, 
next morning, for that purpofe. Mr. Mark- 
ham, accordingly, carried a paper to the Rajah, 
in which Mr. Haftings recapitulated the feveral 
inftances of his conduft, which had repeatedly 
drawn on himfelf the fevere reprehenfibns of 
Government, and demanded a clear and fatif- 
fadtory explanation. He charged him, not only 
with drifts and delays in the payment of a fum 
of money, deftined for difcharging the arrears 
due to the army that had marched towards 

Malva, 
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Majva,. but alfo with difaffection and infidelity 
to the Company, the patrons on whom he de- 
pended, and with endeavours to excite diforders 
in their Government. The anfwers of the 
Rajah, couched nearly in terms of defiance, 
Mr. Haftings confidered as an indication of that 
fpirit of independency which the Rajah had 
affirmed for fome years paft. He, therefore, 
ordered the Refident, early in the morning of 
Auguft 1 6, with his ufual guard, to proceed, 
to the houfe of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, and put 
him in arreft. The humbled Rajah, in two let- 
ters addreffed to the Governor-General, pro- 
feffed entire fubmiffion to his will, in the lan- 
guage of defpondent fupplication. The Go- 
vernor-General having now brought the refrac- 
tory Rajah to a proper temper, he defired 
him, in a fhort note, to fet his mind at reft, 
and allured, him of his prote&ion. 

In the mean time, large bodies of men in 
arms, had crofted the river from Ramnagur, 
and proceeded to Shewallah-Gur, Cheyt Sing’s 
houfe. The guard placed over the Rajah,, con- 
fifted of two companies of grenadier fepoys, 
from .Major Popham’s detachment, ftationed in 
an- enclofed fquare which furrounded|the prince’s 
apartments in the palace. But, it appeared, 

that 
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diat thefe troops were unprovided with ammu- 
nition. Major Popham, therefore, feat another 
company of fepoys with ammunition, to rein- 
force and fupport the firft party. But, on their 
arrival at the Rajah’s houfe, they found all 
the avenues blockaded by a multitude of armed 
men. The minds of this tumultuous affem- 
bly, fermented into rage by a reciprocation of 
fentiments 'and paffions, and daring from their 
numbers, made a fudden attack on the fe- 
poys, who, wanting their accuftomed means of 
defence, fell an eafy facrifice to the fuperior 
numbers of their affailants. The officers, it is 
fuppofed, were the'firft victims to their fury ; 
but not until they had, by aftonifhing efforts of 
bravery, involved in their fate far greater num- 
bers of their enemies. 

In the midft of this confufion, Cheyt Sing 
found means to efcape through a wicket that 
opened to the river ; and the banks being ex- 
ceedingly fteep in that place, he was let down 
by turbans tied together into a boat, which con- 
veyed him to the oppolite fhore. His adherents 
followed him acrofs the river in the fame tumul- 
tuous manner in which they had affembled, 
leaving the party of our fepoys which had laft 
arrived in poffeffion of the hoiife. But if, in- 
stead of crppding after the Rajah, they had pro- 

I? 
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defence in a large town which had grown around 
it, and the complicated intricacies of the apart- 
ments and paffages of the palace. ... Ramnagur 
had been evacuated during the commotions at 
Shewailah-Gur : But the firfl tumults of confter- 
nation having fubfided, about two thouland men 
had returned to that fortrefs, on the j 8th of AU- 
guft, under the command of Ramjeev.uun, a con- 
fidential and domefiic Chief of the Rajah’s family. 


The whole ftrength of the Governor-Gene- 
ral at Benaras, confided originally of fix compa- 
nies of Major Popham’s regiment, about fixty 
fepoys which he had taken from the garrifon at 
Buxar, for the prote'dion of his boats, and a few 
men, without difeipline, and without arms, 
.who had been newly recruited for the Refident’s 
guard. Of Major Popham’s regiment, eighty- 
two men had fallen in the maflacre of Shewal- 
,lah-Gur, and ninety-two were wounded. The 
whole number of killed and wounded amounted 
to two hundred and five. 


The remainder of Major Popham’s detach- 
ment, ■ confifting of four companies of fepoys, 
.one company of artillery, and a company of 
French rangers, in our.fervice, were ordered to 
march immediately to Ramnagur; and a letter 
' jvas feat to Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, to detach 
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a battalion of fepoys on the fame dettmation, 
from the garrifon at Chunar. Thefe different 
forces were ordered to halt at a fecure difiance 
from Ramnagur, to avoid all hoililities, and to 
wait for further Orders. Major Popham, for- 
mally in veiled with the command of this little 
body, in order to fecure the fuccefs of his ope- 
rations, had chofen a convenient and open plain, 
on the fhore oppofite to Ramnagur, for a battery 
of two mortars, expeded from Chunar. Thefe 
difpofitions promifed a fure and eafy conqueft ; 
when an accident happened, which blafted- the 
reafonable expeditions, and had well nigh prov- 
ed the ruin of the whole party. Captain May- 
affre, the fenior, and confequently the ruling 
officer before Major Popham aifumed the com- 
mand, unwilling to lofe the opportunity which 
his prefent and cafual authority afforded him of 
acquiring military reputation, without plan, 
without enquiry, againft the advice of his offi- 
cers, and againft orders, led the detachment into 
the narrow ftrects of the town of Ramnagur ; 
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date of this maflacre, rather than defeat, was 
the morning of the 20th of Auguft, 1-781. . 


Mr. Haftings was now plunged in a decided 
war, in circumftances that threatened inevi- 
table deftruction. Through an unfortunate 
train of official perplexities, preceding the date 
of this awful crifis, it happened that both Major 
Popham’s regiment, the Rangers, and all the 
corps of the garriloh of Chunar, were four 
months in arrears. The war in the Carnatic 
wore an afpedt that portended at beft no more 
than the probability of being able to prolong an 
uncertain ftruggle. We were engaged in a con- 
teftwith the Mahratta hates, towards the coaft 
of Malabar, and with Madajee Scindia, near 
our own borders. A fudden rebellion had de- 
prived us of every foot of land in Benaras, and, 
having involved the province of Oude in a fimi- 
milar defection, was extending its contagion 
over thofe of Rohilcund and Doab, and even 
our own province of Bahar. — Troubles had 
overtaken, and were hill gathering around Mr. 
Haftings on every fide, at a time when he found 
himfelf unable to command three thou fand ru- 
pees. 


The Governor General, under thefe accumu- 
lated difficulties and dangers, derived fupport 
% 5 and 




35$ \< r AR 1ft ASIA, 


and relief from the refources of his own irftre'- 
pid, quick, and comprehenfive mind ; and front 
the courage, ability, zeal, and perfonal confi- 
dence and attachment of all the officers in the 
neareft military ftations, to whom, after the j 

maffacre of Shewallah-Gur, orders, in different 
' letters, had been fent for affiftance. That thefe 
noble qualities were glorioufly difplayed, both 
by him who was the prime mover, and thofe 
who were the fubordinate agents in the feenes 
that led to deliverance and triumph, fufficientiy 
appears from the Narrative of the InfmreStion at 
Benaras, * and will appear from the writings of 
all future hiitorians. Let it fuffice, in this 
abridged account of the military operations in 
India, during the period defended, to relate, 
that the vigour of Mr. Haftings, his admirable 
prefence of mind, the alacrity with which he 
was fupported by cur military ftations, the ra- 
pidity with which he collected his forces, 'and 
the whilom with which he direfted it, quafhed 
rebellion, exalted the power of his country on 
its ruins, excited the aftonifhment of India, 
and the admiration of Europe. The daemons 
of fadion, of jealoufy, and of envy, united to ■ 

raife a perfection a gain ft this great man, ac- 
' cording to the ufual fate of patriots and heroes 



359 



FROM 1780 TO 1784. 359 

under free governments, in his own country : 
but, in Great Britain, as in every part of the ci- 
vilized world, every Candid mind and exalted 
fpirit, allowed that the conduct of Mr. Haftings 
was not more vigorous and fuccefsful than up- 
right and difinterefted. On the occafion of an 
extraordinary and alarming conjuncture irf In- 
dia, the Governor-General of Bengal reverted 
to the principles by which our dominion there 
had been both acquired and fupported, and 
provided for the public fafety by expedients, 
which, in times of tranquility, and in European 
governments, might be deemed violent and ir- 
regular, but which, in the circumftances in 
which he was placed, beiides that they were 
fanCtioned by Oriental cuftom, were proper, be- 
caufe they were neceffary. He burft through 
the cobweb fublimations of caufuifts, which 
cannot in all cafes, confidently with the bell 
ends of government, be reduced to praCtice, and 
left faction to blame, his country to judge, and 
the world to admire him. 


The whole province of Benaras returned un- 
der the obedience of the Company. The town 
was placed under the government of a newly- 
created and independent magiftracy ; and the 
zemindary bellowed, on the 30th of September, 
on Bauboo -Mehipnarain, grandfon in the fe- 
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male line, to the Rajah Bulwant Sing, accord- 
ing to the Hindoo law, the next lineal heir af- 
ter his mother and grandmother, who, in his 
favour, formally yielded up their pretenfions. 


It was agreed on between the Governor- 
General, in the name of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, and the Nabob Vizier, that a redu&ion 
should be made in the expence and the numbers 
of the Nabob’s troops, confiding chiefly of a 
diforderly and ufelefs rabble, and that a new 
military eftablifhment fliould be formed, well 
appointed and commanded, efficient in fervice, 
'and fuch as fliould protect, inftead of diftreffing 
his country : and that, as great diftrefles had, 
arifen to the Nabob’s government, from the 
military power and dominion afiumed by the 
Jagheerdars, he fliould be permitted to refume 
fuch Jagheers as he might find neceflary, with a 
referve, in cafe of the refumption of any jag- 
heers for the amount of which the Company 
were guarantees, that an equivalent for their 
clear collections or rents, fliould be paid 
through the relldcnt at Lucknow in ready mo-, 
ney. 


Agreeably to this convention, a refumption 
was advifed by Afoph-ul-Dowlah, and agreed 
to by Mr. Haftings, of the jagheers or eftares? 
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of the Begums or Prineefles of Oude, his mo- 
ther and grandmother, who, as above men- 
tioned, ha<l united their authority and influence 
to embarrafs the Nabob’s government, and to 
extend and aggravate the difficulties of the 
Engliffi. A provifion at the fame time was 
made, for replacing their income at the exaflt 
rate at which it flood in their own efl imate , 
while they held the jagheers, by making it the 
condition of the refumption, that they fliould 
receive a penfion equal to the amount of thofe 
poffeffions, in equal monthly payments : and 
thefe, for the fulleft fecurity, were made pay* 
able from the produce of the Company’s affign- 
ments. The hoarded treafures of the Begums, 
at the requeft of their fon and grandfon, to 
whom they belonged by the right of hereditary 
fucceffion, were alfo refumed : by which means 
the Nabob was enabled to pay the arrears of 
fubfidy due from Oude for the protection of 
the Company, which furniffied a very ieafbn- 
*ble and necefiary fupply for the fupport of his 
own authority, by fupporting that of the Brt- 
tiffi goAernment in India. _ ■ 


In the month of Auguft, 1781, difpatches 
were brought from the Company to Fort St. 
George, by Sir John Macpherfon, who had 
been appointed in the preceding January a 

member 
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member of tbe Supreme Council. , He was ap- 
pointed to this ftation at the recommendation 
of Lord North. That -minifter perceived in 
this gentleman difpofitions and talents which 
might be fuccefsfully exerted to reftore har- 
mony, and give fyftemetic energy to the Coun- 
cils of India; which, at a moment, when our 
colonies in the weftern hemifphere were in the 
ntmoft danger, from the diilractions of party 
and civil difcord, became doubly inter efting to 
the empire. It has beenafferted, upon the bell 
authority, that Sir John Iviacplierfon was charged 
by the Adminiftration of 17S1 with letters to 
the Governor-General and the other members of 
the Supreme Council, and to the Commanders in 
Chief by lea and land, containing the grand 
outlines of the conduft proper to be purfued 
at that critical period : a vigorous profecu- 
tion of the conteft with our European ene- 
mies ; a pacific conduct towards the native ftates 
of India ; and a prudent and economical appli- 
cation of the Company’s refouices. "W e ac- 
cordingly find, that on the nth of September, 
1781, a council was held at Fort St. George, 
by Lord Macartney, Sir Eyre Coote, and Sir 
■John Macpherion, in which it was refolved to 
addrefs the Mahratta Government on the fubjeft 
of a general pacification. The Nabob of Arcot, 
and Sir Edward Hughes, as Commander A 

Chief 
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Chief by fea in India, joined their authority to 
that of Sir John Macpherfon, in a letter to this 
purpofe. In the fame council, a letter was ad- 
dreffed to the Government of Bombay, and to 
General Goddard, directing a ceffation of hofti- 
lities againft the Mahrattas, and announcing the 
propofitions made to the M-ahratta Government, 
in eonfeqnence of orders declared to be received 
by Sir John Macpherfon from the Company in 
England. It appears from the records of the 
Adminiftration of Fort St. George and of Ben- 
gal, which have been publilhed in the courfe 
of Mr. Haftings’s trial, by order of Parlia- 
ment, that Lord Macartney,. Sir Eyre Coote, 
and Sir John Macpherfon; had concerted a re- 
gular fyftem for profecuting the war with vi- 
gour, and for compelling the Government of 
Bombay to relinquifh the Mahratta conteft, and 
to co-operate with the Prefidency of Madras in 
an attack on the dominions of Hyder. 




Mr. Battings, on the return of his lilultrious 
predeceffor to England, in February 1785, 
rofe to the office of Governor-General. He 
continued to purfus- his meafures of reform, 
^particularly in the reduction of the Company’s 
ex ponces, and brought his adminiftration to a 
profperous iffue in September, 1786. In a let- 
of the 10th of Auguft, 1786, printed in the late 
parliamentary proceedings, after recapitulating 
the tranfactions in which he had been con- 
cerned, he calls upon the Company to declare, 
whether the meafures promifed in October, 
$781^ had not been fully carried into execution. 
The confcioufnefs of merited -approbation and 
applaufe, is, to a generous fpirit, the hobleft re<-. 
Ward of virtue. 
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1 

J At the fame time that it is proper to record, ; 

1 

with due praife, the reduction in the Company’s J 

J| 

expenditure, effected by Sir John Macpherfon, 

11 

it is due to Mr. Haftings to obferve, that eco- I 

|| 

nomy in times of peace, is not more laudable, 1 

11 

than the grant of douceurs, and even the crea- j] 

II 

, tion of offices, in fituations of difficulty and j 

|| 

| alarm., are often neceffary. Where a vail va~ I 

Is 

i riety of inftruments are to be combined in one • j 

11 

: fyftem of operation ; where harmony is requi- I 


fire to the exiftence of an empire, but not to be 1 

1 1 

. . acquired by any appeal to reafon or duty; fa- j 

'pt ; I ■ . 

i orifices mull be made to felf-intereft, and topaf- . i 


fion. There cannot be imagined a jufler l I 

: ^ || 

fubjed of regret, than that the members of par- V] 1 

1 

j [ liament in oppofition to Adminiftration, dhould . . 

III ; 

abufe their fine parts, and pervert the firfl tri- SJ ^ I 

|p| 

j, bunal of the nation into an jnftrument of party, 'Vs, ■ 

! ; 1 

| in the profecution of Mr. Haftings. With how 1 \j 

I 

|- much greater propriety might they employ their f 

If MM 

talents in defending even the irregularities of that J 

| ijfi 

; / great and difmterefted charader! What a . charm- ' I 

| il 

| jng and captivating pidure might they draw, Sj 

1 

of a fingle man fupporting the weight of a whole v 5 

I 

j - (empire, amidft all tlie felfiffi oppofition' to his fsj 

|$J I 

meafures, which fprung up from diftajrce, from 

I ; | 

1 , avarice, and from ambition ! At a time when our 

\ j 

- government in India was new and undefined, the 

I : 1 

I 1 , Governor-General, with 1,800 Europeans, was 

1 


j| 

{ *■ " # ■ 
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to keep in awe as many millions . Wow he 
was fenced to fight the Ma.hra.ttas ; now to pro- 
vide pay to a mutinous and motley army j and, 
in the rnidft of all his cares, to ferve the needy 
relations of thofe to whom he was to look up at 
home, for that fteady fupport which the in- 
terefi of his country required, but which, with- 
out private inducement, would not hate been 
''given. — He returns home poor ; demands, in a 
peremptory tone, to be heard in his own vindi- 
cation; and, while every candid mind is 
"anxious for the refult of his trial, he alone 
maintains the , raoft perfect calmnefs and in-,, 
difference l 


The ccffation of hoftilitics on our part, in 
confeqoen.ce of the inftructions font from Bri- 
tain by Sir J. Macpherfcm, having co-operated 
with the fuccefsful attack that had been made 
on the dominions of Madajee Scindiah, a pri- 
vate letter from Mr. Mailings, Governor;- 
General of India, to Lord- Macartney, Pre- 
fident of the Council at Madras, informed his 
lordfijip that peace was concluded with the 
Mahrattas. All places taken from that natioq 
by the Englinfh fince the treaty of Colonel 
Upton in 1776, were to be reftored; and the 
Company’s claims to a country cf three lacks of 
rupees, ceded to them by that treaty, were to 
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be relinquifhed. Gn the other hand, it was 
ftipulated, that the iflands of Salfette, Hog, 
Elephanta, and Coranja, included in Colonel 
Upton’s treaty, fhould continue for ever in 
poffeffion of the Englilh : and meafures were to 
be taken for inducing, or, if neceffary, for 
compelling Hyder-Ally-Cawn to reftore fuch 
territories belonging to the Englifh Company 
and their allies as he had taken, lince the date 
of his treaty with the Paifhwa. * This intelli- 
gence was announced with the firing of the 
guns in camp, and the artillery of Fort St. 
George, on the 29th day of June, 1782. 

Sir Eyre Coote, invefted with the powers of 
peace or war, left Madras on the ift of July, ap- 
proached to Hyder, and required him to ac- 
cede to the treaty, with intimation, that, if he 
did not reftore all the forts, and at the end of 
fix months evacuate the Carnatic, the Mahratta 
arms were to be joined , for the purpofe of com- 
pelling him, to thofe of the Englifh. The 
Khan, grown old in Aiiatic arts, amufed and 
. detained him in the neighbourhood of Yande- 
\yalh, till our army had confirmed, not only 

their 

* The Mahratta minifter or regent. — The king, a 
mere pageant of ftate, is confined to the antient refi- 
dence of his predeceffor?, at Setterah, and funk in vs- 
luptuous indolence. : ■ 


m 
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their own rice, but that alfo which was for the 
ufe of the garrifon. Having gained this point, 
lie fbddcnly required time for the adjuftment of 
preliminaries, and withdrew his Vakreel, leaving 
the General wholly in the dark concerning his 
kteatioas. Sir Eyre Coote returned with th* 
sraay to Madras. 

Hyder and the French Admiral had planned 
a. combined attack on Negapatnam ; to favour 
which, by detaining the army, the former 
amofed ear people with ,the hopes of peace. 
His artifice, however, was foiled by the chances 
of war. Suffrein, in failing for Negapatnam, 
was deferjed by the Engliflh fleet, and in fpit® 
<rf every attempt to gain the road's without 
fighting, be was, by ibe-mafterly manoeuvres of 
fils opponents, forced to give them battle. At 
three o’clock, on the 3d of July, the Engliih 
Admiral left the road of Negapatnam, ftretch? 
tns iotithward with his fquadron all that even- 
big and nigh*, in order to gain the wind of the 
enetoy. file effected his purpofe, and by day- 
break gave fi goals for forming the line. About 
eleven, the engagement became clofe and ger 
jjeral, and continued fo till half paft twelve, 
when the Frejich line appeared greatly difor- 
dered, fevetal of their flaps having fuffered fe- 
rely both is djeir h»ll* wd ringing, j&f 

mo- 
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moment when vidtory feemed ready to declare 
decifively for the Britilh flag, a fea breeze 
lpringing up, refcued the enemy, from impend- 
ing ruin. Our line was thrown into diforder, 
aiid Suffrein effected a mafterly retreat, fight- 
ing his beft fhips to protedt thofe which had 
fuftained the greareft damage. The vidtors re- 
mained floating about in the utmoft confufion, 
without being able to renew the attack. The 
next day, the French, without the lofs of a 
Angle fhip, efcaped to Cuddalore. From this 
nominal vidtory no advantage refulted ; and it 
was accompanied with the lofs of Captain Dun- 
bar Maclellan, an officer, for his naval and mili- 
tary abilities, defervedly held in high eftimation. 
He commanded the flag fhip, and was fhct 
through the heart early in the engagement. 


Sir Edward Hughes, after informing the 
garrifon of Negapatnam that the danger which 
threatened them was retarded, for a feafon at 
leaf!:, brought his fquadron to the roads of 
Madras-*, where he was joined by the Scepter, a 
new fhip of fixty-fonr guns, belonging to Sir 
Richard Bickerton’s fleet. 
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with about two hundred troops under the com- 
mand of Captain Macdowal of the 42d regt. 
failed on that expedition, leaving the reft of 
the fquadron, for repairs, in the roads of Ma- 
dras. Thefe fihips, after landing the troops, 
returned with information, that they had found 
the French fleet off the harbour of T rincomaliee, 
and had with difficulty effected their efcape. At 
length, on the 21ft of Auguft, Sir Edward 
Hughes, after compleating his tedious repairs, 
fet fail to protect Trincomallee, to fight Suffrein, 
or to co-operate with the army in the intended 
attack on Cuddalore. He had on board part of 
the 98 th regiment, with Colonel Fullarton, ap- 
pointed, by the Prefidency of Madras, to the 
command of the fortrefs and garrifon of Trineo- 
comailee. But, befides the command of the gar- 
rifon, he had it in charge from the Governor 
and Seledt Committee of Madras,, not to con- 
fine his attention to the duties, however impor- 
tant, of that particular ftation, but to extend 
his obfervations and exertions to every circum- 
ftance which might contribute to fecure and 
promote the Britifh intereft and welfare in every 
part of the illand of Ceylon. The iriftru&ions 
of Lord Macartney to the Colonel on this occa- 
sion, were founded in views equally humane and 
politically prudent. “ A good treatment of the 
“ people now fubjed to the Britifh power,” he 
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” obferved, was the fureft as well as the jufteft 
“ method of engaging others to place themfelves 
“ under the Britifh protection. The oppref- 
£< fions exercifed in Ceylon by the Dutch, had a 
“ natural tendency to alienate the natives from 
'“all Europeans. It was neceflary, therefore, 
for the Englifh to give fubftantial 1 proofs of 
<£ juftice and encouragement before a diftindton 
“ could be effected in their favour. The jea- 
“ loufy entertained of our vjfews, . and the un- 
** certainty of our fuccefs, mignt have prevented 
“ the Sovereign of Ceylon* generally called the 
“ King of Candy, from immediately accede 
££ Ing to prppofitions formerly made to him, 
££ for entering into a ftriCfc alliance with us. 
££ But, the difappointment with which the 
“ French had hitherto met in their defigns 
££ againft us, and the firm hold which we 
££ feemed now to have taken of Trincomallec, 
“ might incline the King of Candy to confider 
an union with the Englifh as his intereft. 
££ Though it might not be expedient to renew 
“ our applications to him formally at the pre- 
“ fent moment, left, from our folicitude to ob- 
M tain his friendfhip and ailiftance, he fhould in- 
“ fer any idea of our weaknefs, occafions might 
££ arife of Opening a correfpondence, in the 
* £ courfe of which there might be an opportunity 
.of convincing him that we were the enemies 
An “only 
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“ only of his enemies and oppreffors; that we 
“ had attacked, and meant to attack only the 
£i poffeffions of our European enemies in India, 

“ w hofe unprovoked hoftilities had forced us 
“ into a war. Such a correfpondence might 
“ even lead to a propofal, as a proof of our 
“ tendernefs for his claims, which, no doubt, 
“ extended to the whole illand of Ceylon, to ac- 
“ cept of a grant from him to the Company , and 
“ to enjoy, under this grant, the poffeffions we 
« then held in that Hand, by right of conqueft 
“ over our declared enemies. This , grant; might 
“ become of vaft importance, by eftabliffiing in 
“ us a right to keep Trincomallee under that 
“ title, when a peace might force us to reftore 
“.•it to the Dutch, if we had not any other title 
“ to it than that of having wrefted it from them 
“ by force of amis.” 

The whole Britiffi army could not have fur- 
niffied a more proper agent for carrying thefe 
excellent inftru&ions into execution than Colo- 
nel Fuilarton : for his difpofition was naturally 
focial, ingenuous, ■ and manly : and he united a 
turn for feience with a fpirit of enterprize and ta- 
lents. for bufinefs. He poffeffed a quick difeern- 
ment of character, with great infinuation and 
addrefs. Of courage he had given repeated 
proofs : and good fenfe, With, much obferv ation 
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op the bufy fcenes of lif£, had taught him the 
vaft importance, even in a political view, of 
good faith and fair dealing. After multiplied 
proofs of both, ability and zeal, in a civil capa- 
city, under the adminiftration of Lord North, 
he received the promife of a very refpeftable 
appointment in the diplomatique fervice : but, 
conceiving that little credit was to be acquired 
in negotiation, when every Court was adverfe to 
the caufe of Britain, he exchanged civil for mili- 
tary employment, and, at a great expence and rife, 
raifed a regiment, as already related. His def- 
«»tination to Ceylon feemed to open a wide career 
to his ambition, both in the chara&er of a fob 
dier and negotiator : but the hopes that were 
formed from the exertions of this gentleman 
were blafted by the activity of the French, and 
the reraifsnefs of the Englilh Admiral. 


1782.] On the night of the 2d of Septem- 
ber, Sir Edward Hughes arrived off Trincomal- 
lee, and the next morning difcpvered French 
colours flying on all the forts, and their fqua- 
dron, reinforced by the Illuftre of 74 guns, the 
St. Michael of 64, and the Elizabeth of 50, with 
feveral frigates, making, in all, thirty fail, at 
anchor in their feveral bays. The Englifh might 
cafily have avoided an engagement ; for though, 
immediately on their appearance, the French 
' A a 3 t fqua- 
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t got under fail, yet, for feveral hours,’ 
fhewed manifeft tokens of hefitation. But 
the ardour of our officers and men, incenfed at 
the Ms of Trincomallee, was not to be reftrained. 
At half paft two o’clock the French line began to 
■fire orf ours, and, five minutes after, the en- 
gagement became general. The Worcefter, in 
the rear, was furioufly attacked by two of the 
enemy’s additional ffiips, but made a brave refin- 
ance, and was gallantly fupported by the Mon- 
mouth ; while at the fame time, in the van. 
five fhips bore down in a crowd on the Exe- 
ter and the Ifis, and by a clofe and concerted 
fire, forced the former, much difabled, from 
the line, leaving the Ifis to receive their fire 
as they pailed in fucceffion. The oppofing cem ■ 
ters, in the mean time, were warmly engaged, 
ffiip to ffiip. For three hours the battle conti- 
nued to rage, with equal fury and obftinacy 
throUgh every part of the line. The contend- 
ing Admirals difplayed great bravery and {kill, 
feuffrein, in the Heros, having come down upon 
the fire of two of our largeft ffiips, two of his 
twafts were ffiot away by the board, and his rebel 
fdoil reduced to a mere wreck. He inftantly 
removed his flag to another, giving the Heros 
Up for loll ; but by feme negligenqe on our part, 
gild the brave conduct of a French frigate, ffie 
was tewed round to their fleet. 

The 
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The fight was terminated only by the dark- 
•nefs of the night ; and its confequences mu ft 
have been far more fignal, had the French wanted 
the fhelter of Trincomallie : nor would the Bri 
tifti Admiral have immediately fleered for Ma- 
dras, " if Suffrein had not been fo near his port. 
So completely routed were the enemy, that their 
ihips crowded without order into Trincomallee. 
■One of them was loft upon the rocks ; and it 
was ten days before two others, difmafted and' 
ihattered, were able to get into harbour. Thefe, 
Suffrein did not fcruple to fay, he regarded as 
prefents made to him by the Englifti Admiral. 


The lofs on our fide in men was incredibly 
fmall, not exceeding fifty-one killed, and three 
hundred wounded ; but in officers we fuffered 
moft feverely. The Honourable Captain Lum- 
ley of the Ifis, a very promifing young man, was 
flain : Captains James Watt, of the Sultan, and 
Charles Wood, of the Worcefter, both officers 
of high defert, were mortally wounded. The 
78 th and 98th regiments, too, loft many of their 
braveft men. 


This was the fixth naval engagement in which 
the 98th regiment ferved, with diftinguifhed 
credit. They performed the duty of both ma- 
rines, and failors with great bravery and addrefs ; 

A a 4 ' and 
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and were honoured on this, as on other occa- 
iions, with the thanks of Sir Edward Hughes, 
and of the naval officers commanding the re- 
fpeftive ffiips on board of which that corps was 
Rationed. The lofs of the French, compared 
with ours, was enormous', amounting to four 
hundred and twelve killed, and fix hundred and 
feventy-fix wounded. The carnage on board 
the Hero was fuch as is feldom feen, except in 
cafes of burning or explofion. Six F rench Cap- 
tains were broken, and fent prifoners to the 
ifland of Mauritius, 


Hyder, having marched to the Tanjore coun- 
try, found that the defeat of Monf. de Suffrein 
had fruftrated the intended operations againft 
Negapatnam. He therefore returned, directing 
his march towards his magazine at A race.. This, 
movement being reported to the Britifh army* 
the General became apprehenlive of danger to 
the Fort of Vandewalh. Abandoning, for the 
prefent, his deiigns on Cuddalore, he advanced 
a day’s march towards the fort : but, having re- 
ceived intelligence, that very evening, from the 
Commanding Officer, that Hyder had pafied the 
ArrAe river, he refumed his original route, 
and, on the 6th of September, encamped on 
the Red Hills of Pondicherry, the place of ren- 
dezvous for the enemy’s Clipping. Two days 
.vvTTT .//TTA'hTA ■■ - .paffed 
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paffed without the appearance of any ihips, or 
any account of them. But, on the 3d, certain 
notice arrived, that Monf. de Suffrein had re- 
duced T rincomallee : and foon after, a frigate 
brought intelligence that the two fleets had 
fought a fourth battle, and that the Englifli Ad- 
miral, having left the French mailers at fea, 
to windward, was on his way to Madras ; where 
he arrived on the 8th of September, 1782* 


Sir Eyre Coote had of late been fo feverely at- 
tacked by a complication of diforders, as to be 
obliged to be moved from camp to a country- 
houfe near Pondicherry ; and had left the im- 
mediate charge of the army, during that period, 
to General Stuart, the officer next in command, 
in whom he had the utmoft confidence. At this 
time, when the Britilh fquadron had returned 
to Madras, and the French fleet was left to 
windward, Hyder’s whole force was within two 
days march, moving alfo towards Cuddalore, 
and there was not above feven days provifion of 
rice, with the Britilh army, neither any provifion 
Ihips in fight, as expeded. General Stuart, 
therefore, in confequence of the trull repofed in 
him, judged it highly expedient, that the army 
fihould return towards the magazines nearer to the 
Prefidency, from whence alone it could be fup- 
plied. 

> Early 
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Early in the forenoon of the i ith of Septem- 
ber verbal orders were communicated, through 
the Adjutant-General, to the heads of corps, 
departments and out-pofts, to be in rcadmefs to 
march About two in the afternoon, Sir Eyre 
Coote came to the head of the line, carried in 
a palanquin. The affe&ionate expreffions which 
he addrdfed to General Stuart ; the warm ap- 
probation which he beftowed on his orders and 
arrangements ; the communication of his opi- 
nion with regard to the fituation of public af- 
fairs; the fenriments of regret which he ex- 
preffed at the return of Sir Edward Hughes to 
Madras, which cut off an opportunity of driving 
the French at that time, from Cuddalore ; and, 
a bove all, his apprehenfions of the dangers that 
mierht arifefrom the lofs of Trincomallee, made 
a lively impreffion, and will be long remem- 
bered by the circle of bye-ftanders at that moft 
affecting- interview of the two Generals. At 
eleven at night, the army encamped at-Killi- 
nore. The march continued undifturbed, and 
without lofs of any fort, worth notice. ^ The 
army halted for immediate fupplies at Chrogle- 
put; where, alfo, they were to await the return 
of Sir Eyre Coote’s difpatches to the Prefidency. 
And, as they could not immediately proceed te 
t he Southward, without being covered by the 
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fquadron, it was judged proper, in the mean 
time, to return for full fupplies to the Mount. 


On the arrival of the Engliih fquadron at 
Madras, their lituation was found to be fuch, 
as to induce the Admiral to entertain thoughts 
of proceeding to Bombay : and in this purpofe 
he afterwards perfifted, notwithftanding the 
opinion of the Prefident, Lord Macartney, who 
gave for record, a very pointed minute on this 
fubject. 


Sir Edward Hughes, having declared, in a 
committee, that his Majefty’s fquadron could 
not, for that feafon, remain long enough on the 
coaft, to afford protection to the army in any 
effectual co-operations againft Cuddalore ; and 
that it became neceffary to return immediately 
to dock, and refit the fhips at Bombay, fo as to 
be in condition to oppofe the enemy’s utmoft 
force, expected early next feafon, which would 
other wife become impracticable. This decla- 
ration of the Admiral, made in the end of Sep- 
tember, of itfelf put an end to any further field 
operations, which would have been interrupted, 
at any rate, by the approaching monfoon. 


A great number of fhips, private property, 
at this time, fent from Bengal, lay in the 

roads 
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roads of Madras, laden with rice. The Go- 
vernment laid an embargo on them ; yet refufed, 
it was fa id, to give a price for the grain equal 
to the rifts of trade, or allow it to be fold to 
the fuffering inhabitants, who, amidft a famine 
that ravaged throughout the whole of the coaft 
of -Coromandel, Were dying by hundreds in a 
day. Lord Macartney was not fufpected of for- 
did views by any competent judges of his cha- 
racter. Suspicions, however, were entertained, 
according to the manner of the people, of a 
contrivance for engroffing the grain. Never- 
thelefs, the paffive genius of a defpotic climate 
confpired with the artillery of Fort St. George, 
to fjreyefit fdch an infurre&ion as -would have 
been unavoidable, in iimilar circumftances, un- 
der the moft arbitrary government in Europe. 
Many of the gentlemen of Madras, difpleafed 
with his Lordfhip’s conduit in this particular, 
drew up a decent remonftrance ; but the Presi- 
dent threw it afide, charging the meeting in 
which it was framed, with audacity and fedi- 
tion. It afforded but. little confolation to dy- 
ing multitudes of men, women, and children, 
that his Lordship obferved the decency of fend- 
ing away b s carriage horfes. The approach 
of the monfoon made not any impreffion on the 
mind of Lord Macartney. Notwithftanding the 
yift of property which thereby accrued to the 
■ ' - ; . . - mcr- 
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merchants, he perfevered in his views, what- 
ever they were, and the rice fhips were forced 
hill to lie at anchor. But, on the 15th of Oc •, 
tober, the Iky began to lower, and the gather- 
ing clouds burft, towards the evening, in a vio- 
lent ftorm. The return of day prefented the 
difmal profpeft of wrecked veffels, and dead 
bodies floating along the fhore. Of the rice 
fliips, driven by the hurricane from their moor- 
ings, the greater part were loft, or ftrfnded; 
at Madras beach and on different parts of the 
coaft. On the firft appearance of the monfoon 
flhifting, his Majefty’s fleet anchored in deeper 
water ; foon after flood out to fea, and, wea- 
thering many dangers, happily arrived, though 
not a little Shattered, at Bombay, in the end of 
December. 


But, at Madras, the wideft doors of calamity 
feemed now to be thrown open ; and fears and 
future evils prefled down the load of actual fuf- 
fering. Our fquadron was abfent, the French 
Admiral mafter at fea in the neighbourhood, 
multitudes fwooning in the fuburbs and ftreets 
for want of food, provifions nearly expended in 
the garrifon, the land around uncultivated and 
unfown : in a word, famine and war encircled 
Fort St. George without, and difference of opi- 
nions, as to the moft material objects of execu- 
tive 
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tire government, at that crins, prevauea m tne 
councils within. It was dreaded, at this time, 
that Monf. de Suffrein would block up Madras ; 
and Lord Macartney’s plans implied the dif- 
banding, or at leaf! the difperfion of the army : 
but General Stuart, who had a feat in the Ma- 
dras Committee, as Commander in Chief upon 
the coaft, and who alfo commanded the King’s 
troops, in the abfence of Sir Eyre Coote, main- 
tained, with inflexible firmnefs, that the army 
fhould be kept as much together as poffiblenear 
the Prefidency, without fending detachments to 
the fouthward, or any where elfe, that thus they 
might be ready for adtion on the arrival of the 
proper feafon. ■ 

i f 4 ' ■ ' : > y ; 

! ’ A few days after the ftorm, Sir Richard Bick- 
erton arrived from Bombay, with five fhips of 
the line, ; without having experienced any ill 
weather, or feen a Angle fhip belonging to the 
fleet. Sir Richard, after covering the India- 
men under his convoy, having on board three 
regiments of infantry, with recruits raifed chiefly 
in Ireland, and the men for Sir John Burgoyne’s 
regiment of light horfe, returned immediately, 
without making a halt, that he might join Sir 
Edward Hughes at Bombay, at which place Sir 
Richard arrived even fonie weeks before the 
Admiral. During the whole month of Odober, 
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our affairs in die Carnatic .continued to wear a 
gloomy afpeft. But, in the month of Novem- 
ber they affumed a more profperous appearance, 
and, before the end of the year, the face of fbr- 
row was brightened up by the meritorious ex- 
ertions of the Government of Bengal, who fur- 
nifhed Madras with plentiful fupplies of grain. 


The conclufion of 1782 was marked by the 
death of Hyder-AUy, in the 83d year of his age. 
He preferved the powers of his mind entire, 
and pe rfevered in his ufual habits, aching the 
part of a profound politician, and able com- 
mander, to the morning of the third day before 
that on which he died. Hyder, on his death- 
bed, recommended, in a letter which he dic- 
tated, to his eldeft fon, Tippoo Saib, to culti- 
vate a connexion with the Englifh, as he found 
that the French were not to be relied on. It 
would be difficult to find fo noble and unfuf- 
pefited a teftimony to the fair and manly cha- 
racter of the Englifh nation, as that which has 
been given in the lafl words of fo great a prince 


Tippoo, at the time of this important event, 
was engaged in an excurfion, in purfuit of the 
Lieut. Colonels Humberftone and Macleod, to- 
wards Pannianah, on the coaft of Malabar ; which 

carries 
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carries back our Narrative to the arrival of the 
troops under the command of Colonel Humber- 
ftone, on the 16th of February, 1782, at Cal- 
licut. 


1782.] Colonel Humberftone having, on the 
22d of January, landed his troops on Old Wo- 
man’s Ifland, at Bombay, for refrelhment, re- 
embarked them on the 27th, on the 28th fet 
fail for Madras, on the 4th of February an- 
chored in the road of Tellicherry, and, on the 
9th of the fame month, off Anjengo, in the 

dominions of the king of Travancore. 

Here intelligence was received that Hyder-Ally 
had over-run the whole of the Carnatic ; that 
he threatened the kingdom of Tanjore, and 
the dilates of the Marawas, of Madura, and Ti- 
vinelly, with utter deftruftion ; that he had 
circumvented and cut off two Britilh armies, 
and, in confequence of the improvidence, pufil- 
lanimity, and diffentions of the Government of 
Madras, inful ted the difpirited and aftonifhed 
garrifon of Fort St. George itfelf. Colonel 
Humberftone was now impatient to go round by 
Cape Comorin, and to join the army at Madras ; 
but, on receiving undoubted intelligence that 
the French fleet were at that time to affemble 
off Point de Galle, in the ifland of Ceylon; and 
that commiffaries had been fent feme time, ago 
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to Columbo, and other ports in Ceylon, to lay 
tip magazines for their fle'et and army* he 'called 
a council of war, and laid the fituation of affairs 
before them. Some propofed, after a paffage 
■of near twelve months, to return for the refrefh- 
ment of the feamen and foldiers to Bombay, and 
there to wait a favourable opportunity of going 
round to Madras : and others, to march fuch 
of the foldiers as were able, acrofs the penin- 
fula, from Anjengo to the Carnatic, and to fend 
the fhips, with the Tick and lartid, back to Borm- 
bay. But Colonel Mackenzie Humberftone, their 
Commander, Was ftruck with the delays of the 
former plan, and 'the dangers of the latter. He 
therefore propofed that with his own troops, 
which did not amount to one thoufand, (for the 
4ad regiment, with the four Indiamen had not yet 
arrived) and what fepoys could be fpared from 
Tellicherry, to make a diverfion on the coaft of 
Malabar, in favour of our army in the Carna- 
tic : a meafure which was readily approved by 
the council. In purfuance of this plan, it was 
determined that the little army Ihould land at 
Callieut, which had fallen into the hands of the 
Tellicherry troops, of which Colonel Humber- 
ftone could claim the command, as an officer of 
fuperior rank to that of Major Abington. Here, 
accordingly, the army debarked, and encamped 
to a cocoa-nut grove, on the 1 8 th of February). 
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On the 27th of March, the flank companies 5 
of the army, with four companies of grenadier 
fepoys, took the field under Major Robert Doug- 
las, fecond in command, but accompanied by the 
Commander in Chief. The reft of the army, 
under the eondud of Major John Campbell, 
were ordered to follow. Proceeding fouthward, 
by fhort marches, they determined, on the 7th 
of April, to attack the fort of Trincolore. The 
flank corps accordingly, marched at the dawn, 
and after palling fome difficult ground, came 
up with the enemy about eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon, drawn up in a field, behind a hedge, 
and betwixt our army and the fort. An attack 
was opened upon our men by furprife. The 
enemy, however, brilkly attacked in their turn, 
foon gave way, and were puriued with great 
flaughter, for about three miles, to the other 
fide of Trinigardo. They continued to retreat 
with great precipitation, in three different bo- 
dies, till they reached Ramgurree, twenty miles 
from Trincolore plains : their ftrength was 
about one thoufand five hundred horfe, and 
three thoufand foot. Their Commander, Mug- 
dum- Ally-Khan, a near relation of Hyder’s, 
was killed in the adion. The lofs fuftained by 
the enemy mull have exceeded four hundred 
men, and feveral hundred horfes. There is rea- 
fontofuppofe that many were carried off, as many 
2, dead 
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dead * bodies were found with ropes about their 
legs, whom they were obliged to leave behind 
them. Ours was very trifling. The army refted 
three days at Vangatty-cottah. In their march 
to Ternavey, on the 13 th of April, which was 
very fultry, fourteen of the foldiers, of the 100th. 
regiment, unfeafoncd to the climate, ft ruck by 
the fun, dropped down, at the fame inftant, and 
fuddenly died. It is remarkable that tnefe men 
were, every one of them, the ftouteft that day 
in the line. ■ 

On the approach of the rainy feafon, our 
troops retired to cantonements at Callicut, where 
they arrived by the 27th of May. They [1782. 
again took the field on the 2d of September, 
with their eye fixed on PaiUcottah, a ftrongfort 
fituated about one mile from Pallacat cherry, 
which commands the great fouthern pafs be- 
tween the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, 
That important place, they had reafon to be- 
lieve, would fall into their hands, if not defend- 
ed by a very confiderable reinforcement : but 
fuch a reinforcement would weaken the enemy 
on the other fide of the peninfula, and contri- 
bute to the relief of the Carnatic. The fecond 
battalion of the 42ft regiment, having now join- 
ed them, our army confifted of above nine hun- 
dred Britifh, and two thoufand Bombay fepoys: 

Bb 2 Colonel 
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Colonel Humberftone, in order to make the 
diverfion’ he had in view the more refpedtable, 
folicited aid from our good ally and friend the 
King of Travancore, and obtained twelve hun- 
dred fepoys, with European officers and fer- 
jeants, maintained at the King’s expence. Our 
•little army Was accompanied by a train of artil- 
lery of fix eighteen pounders, two twelve pound- 
ers, eight fix pounders, and four amuzettes : 
the whole managed by above eighty European 
and one hundred and fifty black or native artil- 
lery men. But, for want of draught bullocks, 
they were obliged to leave half of their eighteen 
pounders, and both their twelve pounders at Pa- 
nanah. For the fame reafon, they were obliged 
td leave all their mortars and howitzers, and the 
reft of their 1 8 ponuders, at Ramgurree. They 
came before this place on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, and were preparing to open mortar batte- 
ries againft it, as its lofty fituation did not ad- 
mit of any other mode of attack, when it was 
deferted on the night of the 6 th of Odtober. — 
Ramgurree is fituated thirty miles inland from 
Pananah, exadly midway between that place 
and Pallacottah. They therefore garrifoned it 
with convalefcents, and fome men that had been 
llightly wounded, and made it the center link 
of a chain of communication. 
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■ On the 14th they took Mungara-cottah, with 
about ninety foot prifoners. Here they left all 
their women and heavy baggage, and on the 
t8th marched to Pallacatcherry, about ten miles 
diftant. About three miles from the fort they 
encountered the enemy, who gave way almoft 
without refiftance. Our troops purfued them 
till they had reached their camp, which they 
had burned to the ground. The Englifh formed 
their encampment near it, as the enemy were 
either difperfed or had fled into Pallacottah; 
and tire inhabitants of Pallacottah into the coun- 
try. On the 19th, they marched and encamped 
within gun-ihot of the fort. An ineffectual 
cannonade was kept up by the enemy, and va- 
rious movements were made by our army, one of 
which encouraged a vain attempt on our camp, 
from the 19th to the 21ft October, when the 
Commander, convinced that he could not reduce 
Pallacottah without heavy artillery, gave orders, 
late at night, for the troops to be under arms at 
four o’clock next morning, in order to retire to 
the ground which they had occupied on the night 
of the 1 8 th. 


Unfortunately the Brigade Major, who di- 
rected the retreat, inftead of putting the line to 
the right about, ordered them to counter-march, 
which threw the {tores and baggage into the 
B b 2 tear 
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rear, and expofed them to the enemy, who had 
early intelligence, which they did not fail to 
Improve, of this movement. The Engliih, in 
entering the town of Pallacatcherry, were obliged 
to pais through a narrow defile. Near the far- 
ther end of the town, a vidette belonging to a 
fmall party of the enemy, was polled on an emi- 
nence, with a fmail light. When the van of our ar- 
my approached this light, the vidette extinguifh- 
ed it ; and this was the fignal for an affault. They 
juftly concluded, that when our van reached fo 
far, not above one-third of our line would remain 
on their fide of the defile, and that with them 
only they would have to combat. The event 
exceeded their moil fanguine wifhes ; for, by 
the time that our van had reached the light, 
fcarcely any thing remained to . enter the defile 
but the rear-guard and baggage. On thefe the 
enemy made a furious attack : whillt our van 
faced to the right about, and went to their af- 
fiftance. The rear-guard, and a fmall part of 
the baggage were faved by a movement of the 
flank companies : but the whole provision of the 
army was Soil, jnd aim o'! all their ammunition, 
betides private baggage. Several of our men 
were mortally wounded ; and among thefe Ma- 
jor G. Hutchinfon of the 98th regiment. His 
death was regretted by the whole army. Even 
the black troops Hied tears at his interment, 

' . - ' The 
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The little ’Englilh army had taken poll on the 
•ground they had intended to occupy, when or- 
ders were given to retreat. Colonel Humber- 
Itone intended to have remained in camp, on 
this ground, for fome time, and to fend back 
all the bullocks he could collect, to bring up 
fome battering guns from Ramgurree. But, 
.after the late dilafter, fcarcely any bullocks were 
to be found : and there was now no refource 
but in retiring to the coaft. They were fcarcely 
on the line of march, when they were attacked 
from every thicket, and exceedingly harrafied 
both in their flanks and rear. About funfet 
they reached the river Caveri, which the late 
falls of rain had rendered impaflable. They 
therefore relied upon their arms all night, while 
the Engineer’s people were employed in con- 
ftru&ing rafts of wood to float them over in the 
morning. This day they had not tailed any 
food. Lieutenant Wheeler, with lixteen foldi- 
ers, was wounded, and feveral fepoys killed. 


the night, they pafled through in the morning 
undifturbed, and, at night, reached the banks 
of the river near Mungarah-qottah, which was 
impaflable. This, too, was a day of falling. 
With fome difficulty a few rice cakes were con- 
veyed in the evening, acrofs the river, front 
B b 4 - Mun- 
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Mungarali- cottah ; from whence alfo plentiful 
fupplies of bullocks and rice were fent, and con-, 
veyed with great eafe next morning. During 
thefe three laft days, a prodigious defertion took 
place among the fepoys, one of whom, caught 
in the aft of deferting, was blown from the 
mouth of a cannon. Colonel Humberftone, on 
the ad of November, removed his camp to the 
Mungarrah-cottah fide of the river,, and covered 
his right flank with the fort, Having previ- 
oufly fent off the flck and wounded, the women, 
and the baggage to Pananah, he fprung mines 
under the four baftions of Mungarah-cottah fort. 
Two of the mines blew the baftions above them 
to deftruction : the other two mifgave. At 
night they reached Cunitery, and, the night af- 
ter, regained their old ground at Rarngurree, 
which they blew up on the evening of the 1 8th. 


Here they received repeated and certain infor- 
mation, that Tippoo Saib, during the inadtiou 
of our army in the monfoon feafon, had left the 
Carnatic, and was advancing towards them at 
the head of an army of feveral thoufand men, and 
24 pieces of cannon. Orders were immediately 
given for the line to be ready to march by four in 
the morning. A picquet of about one hundred and 
fifty men was ftationed at the diftance of near 
three miles from Rarngurree, the prefent ftatiga 





FROM X780 TO 1784. 393 

of the army. This picquet the Major of Bri- 
gade accidentally neglefited to call in, in the 
evening of the 1 8 th, and, in the morning of the 
19th, it was with difficulty that a meffenger 
could be found who would venture to go to their 
poft, as it was faid that the enemy had been feen 
in the interval. Lieutenant Halliday, at laft, 
brought them in, after the line had been under 
arms four hours, waiting their return. It was 
about nine o’clock, before noon, when our fmali 
army began to march : but fcarcely had they 
advanced three miles from their ground, when 
Tippoo Saib, who had previoufly fent forward 
detachments to be polled in advantageous fitua- 
tions for galling them as they pafled, opened a 
cannonade on their rear. They at firft attempted 
to reach Pananah by a Ihort route, through a 
flat country of rice grounds, without palling the 
river at all. But they were obliged, after march- 
ing fome miles, to return to their former courle. 
They were forced to fight their way all day long, 
both with mulketry and cannon. It was nearly 
dark when they reached that curve, or concave, 
where there is a ford of the Pananah river : but it 
Was fo fwoln with the late rains, that it was deem- 
ed both by the enemy and ourmen, impaflable. 


In this perilous fituation they halted for two 
hours in the utmoft incertitude. People were 

fent 
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fort both below and above the ford, to find, if 
poffible, a pra&ieable pafs. It was determined, 
if thefe fhoukl return unfuccefsful, as the only 
defperate refource that remained in a defperate , 
cafe, to beat up the enemy’s camp before the 
approach of morning, and either conquer or die. 

A ford, however, was found ; and though it 
was f© deep as to take ordinary men to the chin, 
and the ftrength of the current lifted many off 
the ground, yet, by clinging to one another, 
and affifting each other, not a man was loft. A 
few men of fliort feature were obliged to let go 
their mufkets and ammunition, which they car- 
ried on their heads, in order to fave themfelves; 
and only two black women were loft out of the 
whole army. This was done in the dark, and 
happily unperceived by the enemy. The iootb 
regiment covered the paffage of the river, for 
fear of interruption. After having pafled, they 
proceeded with as little noife as poffible to the 
high ground of Ternavey, about five miles dif- 
tant, and there halted near two hours, kindled 
large fires, and dried their clothes. Before 
dawn they moved off, and two miles forward 
they paffed the Pananah river, at the fecond ford, 
eight miles above the town of that name, with- 
out moleftation. The enemy imagining them 
to be ftill in the concave of the river, did not 
ftir all night, expe&ing them to become 
eafy pray in the morning. This Tippoo after- 
wards acknowledged at Mangalore. 
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They were much furprifed threfore, to find, on 
the morning, that our men had efcaped them, and 
had alfo repaffed the river at the other ford, be- 
fore even their cavalry came in view of them. 
Thus the Englifh proceeded on their march with-; 
out moleftation till they came within two miles 
of the town of Pananah, when {ome of the ene- 
my attempted to harrafs their rear, but without 
altnoft any execution. They entered Pananah 
about four o’clock afternoon, when they were 
feparated in three divifions, and properly polled 
for the defence of that place. Thus Colonel 
Mackenzie Humberftone, to a certain degree, 
effected a diverfion on the Malabar coaft for the 
relief of the Carnatic : but not without rifle, in 
moving fo far as he did from the fea, without 
the means of draft and carriage cattle for his guns 
and fubfiftence ; for, if Colonel Macleod had not, 
by good fortune, landed with a force at Pananah 
to fupport Humberftone in his retreat to the 
coaft, Tippoo might have entirely defeated the 
whole of his original force. But on the other hand, 
had the fouthern army, under Colonel Lang, 
marched towards Palacatcherry, as Humberftone 
had been taught to expect, the progrefs of Tip- 
poo might have been impeded, 


Our army, clofely blockaded, were employed 
in railing lines of defence, when, on the morn- 
ipg of the 28th of November, before [1782. 
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Tippoo, the fir ft bom of Hyder, was the | 
ton of a concubine. His brother, though 
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younger, poffeffed the advantage of being de- 
fcended from a princefs of royal extraction, — 
Though neither the capacity nor the ambition of 
this young man were fbch as to imprefs die 
mind of Tippoo with fear, he yet judged it pru- 
dent to fix himfelf in the adminiftration of af- 
fairs, in the firft place, and by firm poffrffion, to 
prevent all ideas of competition. The moment, 
therefore, that he heard of his father’s death, lie 
returned with incredible celerity to the Carna- 
tic, fecured the good will of the principal offi- 
cers of the army by liberal prefents, as well as 
promifes of favour, and anticipated cabal and 
faction by the authority of his pre fence, and an 
immediate exercife of power. 

Much about the time that the demolition of 
Vandewalb had been effected, with marked dif- 
grace to Tippoo and the French, in February, 
1783, it appears that there were certain confe- 
rences concerning peace interchanged between 
Lord Macartney and Tippoo, through the me- 
dium of the Tanjore Vakeel : but, it feems that 
the propositions came firft from the Refident, 
and on that account, perhaps, were flighted by 
Tippoo; for the negotiation came to nothing. 
The treaty that had been lately concluded with 
the Mahrattas, and the wonderful fucceffes of 
our weftern army, now under the command of 
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Brigadier-General Mathews, it was fuppofed, 
would have conftrained Tippoo to come into 
any realonable terms of peace , hut it was found, 
that he expected to re-eftablilh his affairs on the 
Malabar coaft, in time to aft again in the Car- 
natic, in conjunction with the French, on the 
arrival of M. de Bully, hourly expected. And 
although, in order to avoid the arms of the 
Mahrattas, as well as to oppoie the Englilh 
army on the other fide of the peninfula, he 
determined to withdraw the chief part of his 
troops from the Carnatic, he delfroyed Arcot 
and the other forts which he had garrifoned, re- 
tained in his fervice a battalion of F rench troops, 
for the fupport of our enemies, at Cuddalore, 
befides fix thoufand horfe, and many thoufand 
Carnatic peons, left in the back country there, 
under the command of Seyd-Saib, and marched 
in queftof General Mathews, who was, by this 
time, in poleffion of the capital of Bednore, and, 
rapidly extending his conquefts all around him. 
Thefe things took place in the beginning of 


In January, 1783, General Matthews landed 
from Bombay, with 400 Europeans, and 1000 
fepoy's, at Rajah Mandroog, near Margee, about 
three hundred miles northward of Pananah. 
He took Onore by florin, with feveral fmall 

forts 
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forts of little confequence. At Cundapore, on. 
the 17th of January, he was joined by the 
troops from Pananah, under the command 
of Colonel Macleod. His army confifted now 
of fifteen hundred effective Europeans and four 
thoufand fepoys, with a proportionate number 
of lafcars and artillery, two twelve-pounder field 
pieces, four fix-pounders, two two-pounders, and 
two one-pounder amuzettes. For each of thefe 
guns, it was with difficulty that he found con- 
veyance for an hundred rounds of ammunition ; 
thirty rounds of mufket ammunition each man, 
exclufive of what they carried in their pockets, 
and four days provifion, which both Europeans 
and fepoys carried on their backs. O11 the 23d 
of January, in the evening, this army was let 
in motion, directing their line of march towards 
the great pafs which leads to the table-land of 
Hindoftan, over that chain of mountains which 
runs from Cape Comorin northward into Perfia. 
Having marched about three miles, they halted 
at a place where a branch of the road towards the 
pafs fhoots off to Mangalore. On the 24th they 
inarched to a village called Soull. The enemy 
took pofieffion of fome hills covered with brufh* 
wood, about four miles from our encampment. 
They were driven before our men with conside- 
rable lofs on their fide ; but on ours, only eight 
or ten men wounded. There is a river which 
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runs quite clofe to the village of Soull, by means 
of which the General expected to be met at that 
place, with feveral boats laden with provifions. 
But on his arrival there, he found the river only 
a fmall ftream, not fix inches deep. 

Difappointed of the ftores expe&ed by water 
at Soull, our army depended wholly on acciden- 
tal fupplies. For the Europeans, to a man, and 
many of the fepoys had thrown off their provi- 
fions in the late Ikirmilh. They found rice 
enough in the village, for prefent refrelhment 
to the fepoys ; but both beef and arrack was 
wanting to the Europeans. Next day they 
marched, five miles, to Siddapore, where they 
found 2000 bags of rice. Though the journey 
was ffiort, the fpace of nine hours was confumed 
in accomplifliing it. The roads were fo bad, and 
the number of draft cattle fo fcanty, that they 
were obliged, in feveral places, to put the bul- 
locks of two guns to one, and then to return 
for the other gun. 

On the morning of the 26th, our army march-* 
ed to a fort and village, fix miles diftant, fituated 
at the foot of the ghaut, and called Huffain- 
Gurry. About half way between this place and 
Siddapore, the enemy felled the trees acrofs the 
road, and lined the thick brulhwood on either 

fide 
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fide. About four hundred yards from the place 
where this abbatis began, they took advantage 
of a fteep eminence, with a batta field in front, 
to throw up a breaft-work, which they lined 
with two or three thoufand men. The right 
wing of our army, commanded by Colonel 
Macleod, foon drove the parties from the woods, 
and purfuing them with all the ardour of High- 
landers, penetrated the breaft-work before the 
enemy were aware of their approach. Macleod 
himfelf was the firft man that mounted the 
work. The 42.d regiment bravely fupported the 
gallantry of their Colonel, and the fepoys, the 
courage of the Europeans. Four hundred of 
the enemy were put to the bayonet, as they fled 
with precipitation from the village of Huffain- 
Gurry to the fort. The army that was oppofed 
to our troops on this occafion, and which 
amounted nearly to 7,000 men before this en - 
counter, had been very daring. On our en- 
campment at Cundapore, which they had con- 
tinually harraffed, they proceeded at laft to 
make, at two different times, a furious attack. 
But from this day they were ftruck with a pa- 
nick, and never made any confiderable refin- 
ance. . . .... 


The joy of our army, on their arrival at Huf- 
fain-Gurry, was damped by a profpedt of the 



402- WAR IN ASIAy 

difficulties which they had yet to encounter.-— 
They had upwards of fixty wounded men, and 
only thirty doolies, and no provifions of any kind. 
The two actions in which they had been en- 
gaged, had fo far expended their mufquet am- 
munition, that they had not more than what was 
fufficient to replenifh their caftouch boxes : and* 
the fort appeared fo well built, that they could 
not entertain any hopes of reducing it with their 
field-pieces, even if they had been properly fup- 
plied with ammunition. But all the powder 
was expended that had been allotted for the 
aniuzette, and about one third of that of the 
fix pounders. A general anxiety and indigna- 
tion again!! the man whole imprudence had 
brought them into this critical iituation, was 

loudly refounded throughout the army.- 

The General himfelf began to be alarmed, and 
talked of returning on his fteps. But convey- 
ance was wanted for the Wounded. A retreat- 
ing army would be clofely preffed and harraffed 
by the enemy, in a country peculiarly adapted 
to that mode of fighting : and how was it pof- 
fible for them, in fuch circumftances of adver- 
fitv, to defend themfelves without ammunition 


In this clilemna, one of the inhabitants of the 
village of Huffain-Gurry offered to give an ac- 
count of the fort for a reward. The General, 
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even in his prefent alarming frtuation, is laid to 
have betrayed the fordid paffion that predomi- 
nated in his nature, by reft raining his bounty on 
this important occafion to the pitiful fum of a 
Angle rupee. He was informed that the fort 
was fquare, but not fo ftrong behind as in front.. 
The General then procured guides, who were to 
conduCt Colonel Macleod, with one divifion of 
the army, and Colonel Mackenzie Humberftone, 
with another, fo that they lhould afeend the 
ghaut, and come in rear of the various batte- 
ries erected in the great road for its defence, 
while he himfelf, at the head of a third, lhould 
amufe them in front. But Macleod and Hum- 
berftone having clofely examined their intended 
conductors, found that they differed very much 
in their accounts. The guide appointed to 
Humberftone told him, very fairly, that he muft 
not be angry with him if he lhould mifs the 
road ; that he could not be anfwerable for it, 
though he would undertake to do his belt. — 
Macleod’s guide told him nearly the fame thing; 
and he found, that inftead of being brought 
round to the rear of the batteries by day-break, 
as was expected by the General, the utmoft he 
could hope for would be to reach them in the 
afternoon of the enfuing day. Belides the dif- 
couragement ariling from their guides, the troops 
had been under arms from two in the morning 
C c 2 til 
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till noon ; and though a fcanty fupply of rfcef 
had been found in the village for thofe who* 
were off du ty, yet they wanted reft. But a very 
large proportion of our men had been on duty 
clofe under the fort, and had not been refrelhed 
by either reft or provilions. • The want of fub- 
fiftence was an infuperable obftacle to the exe- 
cution of the General’s plan, which was accord- 
ingly abandoned* The return of day, by difco- 
vering a fecret which the Englifh Commander 
ought to have known fooner, delivered our lit- 
tle army from the moft painful anxiety and 
lufpence. What they had taken for a fort ap- 
peared to be only a barrier thrown acrofs the 
road, with two iliort flanks, and that in the rear 
it had no defence of any kind. In this poft, which 
had been deferred by the enemy at three o’clock 
in the morning, they found all they wanted : a 
fufiicient fupply of rnufket ammunition, plenty 
of rice, and fifteen pieces of very fine artilllery.- 
Our troops, being refrelhed by a night’s reft, 
prefled onward up the pafs. Colonel Macleod 
was fent with his guide through the woods to 
' gain the rear of the batteries, as at firft propofed. 
While one party of our men amufed the enemy 
in front, others puihed through the jungle on 
.each fide, and at night they found themfelves 
at the top of the ghauts a pafs fo difficult and 
inacceffible that it required not for its defence- 


the 
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•the aid of any batteries. A handfi 
men might defend it with fin al 1 
numbers. « 


It was exceedingly fortunate that the inability 
of our men to proceed, from want of provifions, 
prevented all attempts to execute the General’s 
plan of gaining the rear of the batteries through 
bye- ways : for Colonel Macleod, after ftruggling 
a great part of the day through impenetrable 
thickets, and coming, at laft, to an impaffable 
precipice, was told by his guide, that he might 
hang him if he pleafed, that he had loft the 
road, and could fay nothing more on the fub- 
je£t. The Colonel, with his party, was obliged 
of courfe to return to Huffain-Gurry. Here he 
refrefhed his men with food and four hours fleep. 

mrrt 1 * 


Though our army had now gained the fum- 
mit of the ghaut* and fo many difficulties and 
dangers were furmounted* yet ffclll the reduc, 
tion of Bednore remained to be accomplished j 
an d this appeared* on reafcnable grounds* to be 
impoffible. # They had not any battering artil- 
lery. Neither their twelve hof their fix poun- 
ders could mount the ghaut* In the fpace be. 
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tween the lower and tne nnaaie Dattenes : 10 
that even the polfeffion of the pafs could not 
give the command of the country to which it 
led. But the fame good fortune that carried 
them fafe through fo many hazards, fupplied 
their wants on this critical occafion. They found, 
in the upper battery, befides immenfe magazines, 
five iron eighteen-pounders and feveral brafs 
field-pieces. 

All, however, they have to apprehend, is not 
yet over. A report prevails, that an army, for- 
ty thoufand ftrong, is advancing towards Hyder- 
Nagur, under the command of Mahomed-All y. 
This force may come up with them before the 
reduction of that place : and the whole fate of 
the expedition feems yet to tremble on the un- 
certain HTue of one deeifive battle. 


In thefe circumftances, to crown the feries of 
our good fortune, behold, in our camp,' a mef- 
fenger from the Governor of Bednore, withpro- 
pofals of furrendering that extenfive and wealthy 
country, with all its forts and treafures, of go- 
verning, it under the Company, and joining their 
troops for the purpofe of mutual defence ! This 
voluntary furrender of the moft important 
town and fortrefs in the enemy’s dominions, 
was chiefly owing to the lingular merit of an in* 
„ > dividual 
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dividual in the Company’s fervice, which well 
deferves to be recorded. 

Captain. Donald Campbell, of the Company’s 
Military Eftablifhment at Madras, had arrived 
from England at Bombay, in March, 17.82, and, 
having taken his paflage on board a veffel bound 
for Fort St. George, was fhip wrecked on Hy- 
der’s coaft, where nine out of twelve Europeans 
that were with him, loft their lives. Campbell, 
one of the furviying three, was made prifoner, 
ftripped naked, and marched, in that condition, 
to the Fort of Hyder-Nagur, where he remained 
ten months, and four of thefe in irons. During 
the period of his confinement, he was ufed with 
lenity or feverity, according to the humour of 
Hyat-Saheb, Hyder’s favourite fon- in-law, and 
his principal Jemmidar in the Bednore provinces. 
The Captain had often entertained this man 
with an account of the fituation and power of 
the Britifh nation, and of the Eaft India Com- 
pany in Bengal and Madras, as well as at Bornt 
bay, ' with the view of perfuading him to throw 
off all fubordination and allegiance to Tip poo 
Saib, and depend folely on the Englifh. The 
Jemmidar, aware that he was a conftant objedt 
of jealoufy and hatred to Tippoo, liftened to 
the infatuations of Campbell with inward fatis- 
fadtion. It was, perhaps, to conceal that fa- 
tisfa&ion, and to prevent the fufpicions to which 
C c 4 his 
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his intercourfe with this Englilh officer might 
give birth, that he all at once refufed to fee him, 
and loaded him with heavier irons. 


Captain Campbell, mean-while, by his fellow- 
prifoners, the 29th battalion of Madras fepoys, 
■was informed of the movement of General Ma- 
thews’s army, but remained in great uncertainty 
with regard to his own fafety. On the 26th of 
January, when Mathews had gained the fum- 
niit of the ghaut, he received an order to appear 
before the Jemmidar. At the fame time, he 
was privately informed that it was intended to 
put him to death. The Captain, though he 
gave little credit to this report, being appre- 
henfive of imprifonment at Seringapatnam, a- 
vailed himfelf of the affiftance of the reporter, 
who was a perfon of diftin&ion, to effed his 
efcape. But, foon after he was at liberty, he 
began to reflect on the different converfations 
that paffed between himfelf and Hyat-Saheb, 
his treatment of him previous to the time when 
he threw him in irons, the death of Hyder, the 
character of Tippoo-Saib, the information he 
had received concerning the mutual jealoufy 
that fubfifted between the Jemmidar and the 
Sultan, the nature of the government, which 
admitted of ludden revolution, the fituation and 







FROM 17S0 TO 1784. 409 

difpofition of the natives, and other circutn- 
ftances. Under the influence of thefe confidera- 
tions, as well as thofe of his own undermined 
conftitution and unpromifing views, both at 
home and in India, Captain Campbell embraced 
the generous refolution of returning back, at all 
hazards, and endeavouring to draw over the 
Governor of Bednore to the interefts of the Eno- 

O 

lifh. He accordingly returned to the fort, put 
himfelf under the power of the Jeinhidar, and 
fortunately perfuaded him to make an offer to 
General Mathews, of delivering up Hyder-Na- 
gur, with all the other, forts, and the whole 
diftridt of Bednore, under his charge, to the 
Eaft India Company, and aft in g as their friend 
and fervant, on condition of being continued in 
his prefent fituation, with the fame authority 
which he had enjoyed under Hyder. To thefe 
propofals, of which Captain Campbell was the 
bearer, the General immediately agreed. The 
Captain returned inftantly to Hyder-Nagur, and 
with the affiftance of the Carnatic fepoys, pri- 
soners at large, many of whom he formerly 
knew, in order to prevent thofe tumults which 
often arife in moments of important decifion and 
change from fudden confternation and repen- 
tance, feized the arfenal, the powder-magazines, 
and the gates of the fortrefs. By ten o’clock in 
the morning of the 28th of January, Brigadier- 

General 
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General Mathews, with the iooth regiment 
.and two battalions of fepoys, took peaceable pof- 
feffion of Hyder-Nagur, the principal feat of 
Hyder-Ally’s wealth, power, and fplendour.^- 
The fort was occupied by a party of fepoys ; the 
reft of the troops were encamped under th« 
walls. 


The Jemmidar, after this, gave orders that 
the dependent forts ftiould be delivered up to 
the Englilh forces. Of thefe, the greater part 
obeyed the fummons : Mangalore, Deckull, and 
Ananpore, were furrendered, after an obftinate 
refiftance. The fortrefs of Ananpore, having 
ftrft violated the rules of war, by detaining our 
flags of truce, and fending them off prifoners, 
after a practicable breach was made, on the 14th 
of February, 1783, flood the ftorm. All who 
refilled were facrificed to the rules of war, to 
the amount of about three hundred men. Our 
next attack was made againft Mangalore. Ruftan- 
AHy-Beg, the Commandant, endeavoured to 
roufe his people to defend a breach, made on 
the 9th of March.. They refufed to obey him, 
and he was obliged to furrender. Ruftan-AUy 
was banged, by orders of the Sultan. Deckull 
was taken by ftorm, on the 7th of April, by a 

detachment under the command of Lieutenant 
Dun. ' ' 
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As thefe fucceffes difplayed, in the moll 
ftriking manner, the influence of fortune, fo 
what follows will lhew with equal force, that 
there can be no permanent profperity or real 
glory without prudence. General Mathews 
weakened his fmall force by difperfion, alienated 
the affections and the confidence of his own 
men, and inftead of eftablifhing himfelf in the 
hearts of thofe who had yielded to his arms, 
treated them with negledl, and even ftudi- 
ed infult. He neither returned thanks to the 
officers and men for their diftinguilhed valour, 
nor adhered to the terms of capitulation which 
he bad made with Hyat-Saheb, whom he pil- 
laged, infulted, and irritated. Of the immenfe 
treafure found in Hyder-Nagur he defrauded 
the army, on pretence that it was the private 
property of the Governor, and appropriated it 
folely to himfelf. Captain Campbell, in nego- 
tiating the terms of furrender, obtained a fecret 
promife from Mathews that, out of the money 
found in the fort, the fum of 12,000 pago- 
das fhould be given to one of the Mahomedan 
Commander’s favourites. This promife was vi- 
olated. The whole treafure, computed at va- 
rious amounts, from one to three hundred thou- 
fand pounds, was fent to Cundapore. It was 
delivered to Captain Mathews, brother to the 
General, in order to be remitted from Goa to 
Jturope. Captain Mathews was afterwards taken 

prifuner, 
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prifoner, and put to death by the enemy : and, 
from circumftances that have fince appeared, it 
is probable that the enemy alfo became mailers 
of the wealth with which he had been entrufted. 


Detachments from the army were fent to oc-> 
copy every village and every mud fort. Nor 
were thefe detachments made by detail, or in 
any regular manner ; fo that all was in eonfu- 
fion, as the officers were not able to account 
for their men. The Englifh garrifon in Hyder- 
Nagur did not now exceed three hundred Euro- 
peans and a thoufand fepoys. 


Tippoo Saib’s army, confiding of fifty thou- 
fand men, with twenty-five pieces of cannon, 
came upon this fmall force on the 9th of April, 
drove in a detachment ftationed at Fattiput, four 
miles diftant, and having taken the town of 
Bednore, with a confiderable quantity of ammu- 
nition, which no precaution had been taken to 
Jay up in the magazines, clofely befieged the 
fort. Two forties made upon the aflfailants with 
jgt|g|er fpirit than judgment procjuced not any 
confequences of importance. The Englilh di- 
miniffied in their numbers by difeafes, as well 
the fword, unprovided with cafemates, their 
provifions exhaufted, and their ammunition ex- 
pended, were, on the 26th of April, reduced to 

the 
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the neceffity of capitulation. Honourable terms 
were promifed to them ; and on the fecond 
of May, they marched out with the honours of 
war, grounded their arms at a confiderable dif- 
tance from the fort, and began to prepare for 
to-morrow’s march to Sadalhagur, upon the coaft 
Of Malabar, where, according to the articles of 
capitulation, they were to embark for Bombay 
or Tellicherry. But they were fuddenly fur- 
rounded by a large body of troops, and fuffered 
the treatment that has already been defcribed. 
Tippoo faid, that our army had forfeited their 
claim to be fet at liberty, by a breach of the 
articles of capitulation, in embezzling and fe- 
creting the public money, which was all to be 
delivered up. The fufferings of thefe men have 
been impioufty confidered by fantaftical fpirits as 
vifitations of Providence : while others of un- 
doubted liberality of fentiment, (for who will 
not allow the conductors of the Annual Regifter 
to be fuch ?) mifled by erroneous accounts from 
India, have reprefented them as the natural, if 
not the judicial confequences of their own enor- 
mities. The furviving officers of the unfortunate 
army, fired with indignation it thefe reproaches, 
pubiilhed in concert, a fatisfaftory vindication 
of their conduct. But, in this Apology, they 
are obliged to arraign the exaggerations, abfur- 
dities, and lies of a certain young man of their 

own 
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own order : and thus they make, at once, their 
own defence, and that of the publication of 
which they complain. 


The difcontents that prevailed on account of 
the arbitrary and diffracted meafures purfued 
by General Mathews, particularly at his refufal 
to divide any part of the fpoils of Bednore with' 
his officers and foldiers, were fo great, that, foon 
after the reduction of that city, the Colonels 
Macleod and Humberftone, with Major Shaw, 
left the army, and went ftraight to Bombay, 
to lay the matters of which they complained be- 
fore the Governor and Council. Their repre- 
fentations were fo well fupported, and the con* 
duft of General Mathews fo flagrantly unjuft, and 
abfurd, that the Bombay Gov ernment immediately 
fuperfeded him, and appointed Colonel Macleod, 
the next in command, Brigadier-General and 
Commander in Chief in his head. The new 
General, with Colonel Humberftone and Major 
Shaw, on their return in the Ranger fnow, to 
join the army, on the 27th of April, off Ge- 
riah, fell in with the Mahratta fleet, confiding 
of five fail of fquare- rigged veffels. Peace had 
been agreed on and proclaimed at Bombay be- 
fore the departure of the Ranger, though the 
Mahrattas did not know of it. The Mahratta 

fleet accordingly, without ceremony, and with 

an 
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an impetuofity which precluded an eclairciffe- 
ment, attacked the Ranger moft furioufly. . The 
battle was moft obftinate : nor did it clofe till 
almoft every man in the Englifh ihip was killed 
or wounded. Among the former was Major 
Shaw, of the 100th regiment ; and among the 
latter. Brigadier General Macleod, Colonel 
Humberftone, and Lieut. J. Taylor, a man dif- 
tinguhhed by the fweetnefs of his manners, 
and the generofity of his difpofition. Thefe 
gentlemen, with the Captain of the fhip, Pruin, 
were carried prifoners into Geriah, a port of the 
Mahrattas, where they remained for feveral 
weeks. Here Colonel Mackenzie Humberftone 
died of his wounds, in the 28th year of his age. 
He expired, it is faid, in the arms of his friend 
Colonel Macleod. An early and habitual con- 
verfancy with the heroes of antient as well as 
modern times, nourifhed in the mind of Hum- 
berftone a paflion for military glory, and fup- 
pOrted him under unremitting application to all 
thofe ftudies and exercifes by which he might 
improve himfelf both in mind and body, rife to 
honourable diftin&ion, and render his name im- 
mortal. He was not only acute, but profound 
and fteady in his views, gallant without often- 
tation, and fpirited without temerity and impru- 
dence. His untimely and lamented death, in 
the opinion of fome, feemed to arraign the con- 
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drift of the new General, whofe impatience and , 
high paffions, it was faid, had precipitated him 
into an aftion, which, by a proper explanation, 
might have been avoided. But fuch explana- 
tion the impetuofity of the attack had rendered 
it ineradicable ; and though the defence was 
defperate, fighting, in the opinion of Captain 
Pruia, as appears from his letter on that occa- 
fion to the Goverment of Bombay, ieemed the 
only alternative confident with the honour of 
a Britiih featnan. 

Scon after General Macleod, with his affo- 
ciates, left the army, in order to go to Bombay, 
Major Campbell, with the 42d regt. was ordered 
I from Bednore to Monbiddry and Car ical, two fmall 

forts below the gliaiits : from whence, on the 
pafles of Hvder-Gur and Samfatfiia being at- 
tacked and carried by Tippoo Sultan, he made 
a prudent retreat, firft to Gurpore, where he 
encamped, and afterwards to Mangalore, where 
he took the command from Captain Sartorius, 
who was the Chief Engineer. A body of the 
enemy, to the number of fix or feven thoufand, 
having affembled in force, on the heights of 
Coodry, and threatened our foraging parties, it 
was thought neceffary to try to diflodge them. 

1783.] On the 6th of May, therefore, ■ be- 
fore dawn, all the troops in garrifon, (the 4th 
... battalion 





* gumacner repoys excepted, marched 
out of Mangalore, together with the firft batta- 
lion of fepoys, that had arrived on the day before 
from Bombay, about 1400 men in all, fur- 
pnzed the enemy juft at the dawn, put them 
immediately into confufion, killed a confidera- 
Me number of them, and took two brafs and 
two iron ordnance, three tumbrils, one hundred 
and eighty-five bullocks, and fome horfes. In- 
telligence was now brought that a large army 
was approaching, and confirmed the melan- 
choly account of the fall of Bednore.- On 

the 1 6th, a fcout of about twenty horfemen ap- 
peared; and, on the 17th, a greater body re- 
connoitred the heights of Coodry, the field of 
a&ion of the 6th inftant. There, on the next 
day, part of their army encamped, and were 
augmented daily till the 20th ; when they drove 
in our picquets, and made themfelves mafters of 
part of the town, while our troops defended the 
other part of it with four guns and a part of the 
iooth regiment. The firft and eighth battalions 
m §®gy s > Rationed on a hill, 1200 yards dif- 
tant, were, on the morning of the 23d, attacked 
nearly furrounded, and hard purfued to the gates 
of Mangalore. In this purfuit, two of our offi- 
cers, a .Captain and an Enfign, were killed, two 
fiibal terns wounded and taken, and three Ser- 
jeants, with about three hundred black troops, 

D d killed 
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killed and miffing. The whole coaft now ac- 
knowledged its former matter ; Mangalore, with 
its dependencies, Onore, and the fmall fort of 
Carawar, only excepted. Leaving, for the pre- 
fent, Mangalore clofely invefted by Tippoo Saib, 
let us now return to the Carnatic, where our 
army, relieved from the preflure of Tip poo’s 
arms, began to a& with greater effete titan for- 
merly, as well as with greater freedom. 


The Engliih army under the command of 
Major-General Stuart, was drawn out in full 
force, confifting of about nineteen hundred Euro- 
peans and eleven thoufand fepoys, from their can- 
tonments around Madras, and encamped, with 
xygg.’J the whole field artillery, on the 2 d of 
January, at the Mount, but fcarcely with the 
means of carrying rice and provifions for ten 
days. To this force two powerful enemies were 
oppofed in the Carnatic, and a third, which was 
expected to arrive from Europe, under the Mar- 
quis de Butty, threatened a defcent on the Com- 
pany's northern Circars. The Myforeans, un- 
der the command of Tippoo Saib, in perfoa, 
#efe'ttrengtbened by a large body of French 
troops, commanded by Brigadier-General Mon- 
tteur <3e Hauffiifle ; and Monf. de Suffrein, with 
the French fquadron, confifting of ten fail of the 
line and two frigates, in order to favour the 
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intended invafion of the northern provinces by 
the Marquis de Buffy, hid taken poft to the 
north of both Madras and Maffulipatam. In this 
critical fituatlon of public affairs, General Stuart, 
then in the Chief Command of the troops, 
thought fit to prefect his plan both for the de* 
fence of the Circars, and for the immediate ope* 
rations' of the Carnatic main army : this plan is 
on record, and was adopted by the-Madras Go- 
vernment. Two Carnatic battalions, with all 
the Europeans in the CirCars, amounting to 
about four hundred effective nlen, were added to 
the force near Maffulipatam, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Jones. The guns and ftofes at 
Vizagapatam were divided between Ganjam and 
Maffulipatam, and magazines of grain Were 
formed and fecured at proper places to the 
northward. The happy confequehCes reftiltiiig 
from the compact and connected pofition of the 
main army near the Prefidency at this crifis,Was 
very fenfibly felt, as meafures for the general 
operations of the army the beft fuited to all 
probable contingencies, were thus deliberately- 
adopted, without danger of interruption from 
the enemy : for, foon after Sir Eyre Coote’s re- 
turn to Bengal, there had arifen great difference? 
in the Committee of Council at Madras, between 
the Prefident, Lord Macartney, and the Com- 
mander in Chief, General Stuart; the former 
DcH being- 
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being of opinion that no greater number of 
troops was neceffary in the Carnatic than what 
might ferve as an army of obfervation, the lat- 
ter infilling, that unlefs the army could be kept 
,ppofe our foes in the field, every 
:e of ftrength, would un- 
fall into the hands of 


together, to 03 
garrifon and every plao 
doubtedly, in a Ihort time, 
the enemy. The Civil Governor deemed it molt 
advifeable, after the unproductive marches and 
indecifive victories of Sir Eyre Coote, to divide 
the troops by different detachments, foi the pur- 
pofe of feparate and diftaat enterprizes. | The 
Military Commander, who confidered Tippoo- 
Saib, and all the native powers in India, as only 
in the fecond rank of enemies, determined to 
break the ftrength of our European foes in Afia, 
in the firft place, confident that the power and 
influence of Great Britain in that quarter of the 
world would be quickly re-eftablilhed on their 
ruins. And, until the French * Iheuld be ex- 
pelled . from polls of ftrength or commerce 
in India, he confidered all places at any dif- 
tance from the coaft, Vellore only excepted, 
as fcarcely worth the expence 6f garrifons. — 
Much time was confirmed in diflentions 01 this 

fort. 
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forr, betwixt the Civil Governor and Military 
Commander, with which the Company’s records 
are faid to be filled and the General feems to 
have had more difficulties to ftruggle with in 
the Madras Committee than he found in defeat? 
ing the plans and views of the united powers of 
the French and Myforeans in the field, though 
fo happily, at laft effected. 


1783.] During the month of January, the 
General remained encamped in full force, and 
in certain pofitions, where he watched the move- 
ments of both the French and Tippoo, deter- 
mined to embrace any opportunity that might 
arife of bringing them to aftion; and thus, 
while he detained the main united ftrength of 
the enemy, who were hourly expecting the ar- 
rival of M. de Bufiy, Colonel Lang was ,$fo 
left at liberty to aft in the fouthern provinces; 
and our operations on the Malabar fide of In- 
dia, where the fuccefior of Hyder was chiefly 
vulnerable, were left unembarraffed. If the 
French fhould land, as expected, under Monf. 
de Buffyy a force had been afiembkd in theCir- 
cars, in a centrical fituation, fufficient to oppofe 
them fingly ; and if the united force of the 
French and Myforeans fhould move to the north- 
ward, for the fupport of Monf. dc Bufiy, our 
D d 2 :rf. ; armv 
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army would be ready to move in that direction, 
in order to impede a junction. 


The intelligence that was . received of the de- . 
figns of the French, and the general fituation 
of affairs on the coaft, rendered it expedient 
to demolifh the forts of Carangooly and Vande- 
wafli, and to withdraw the garrifons. The mea- 
fure, it was naturally imagined, might be at- 
tended with the collateral advantages of bring- 
ing the enemy to aft ion, who were then affem- 
bled at a fmall diftance from Vandewafli- The 
army, in purfuance of thefe defigns, on the 5th 
of February, encamped on the fouthern banks of 
the Palar, beyond Chingleput, and above forty 
m’des from Madras. On the morning of the 
6'th, they took up their ground at Carangooly, 
and afterwards moved, on the 9th, to Vande- 
wafli, where they encamped. Ip a few days, the 
demolition of thefe places was effefted, and the 
garrifons and ftores withdrawn. During the m- 
terval between the commencement and com- 
pletion pf the total demolition of Vandewalh, 
the combined forces of the French and My- 
foreans were dared to battle, which they de- 
declined, and afterwards retired with, precipita- 
tion from the ground. 
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• The General having returned, on the 25th 
5783] of February, to Madras, employed his 
care and attention in laying in a fufficient dock of 
rice at Vellore. This important place was then 
within a few days of being in abfolute want.— 
From this fervice, began on the 3d of March, 
the General returned to the Prelidency on the 
20th of the fame month. 

At this time* certain intelligence was received, 
that Monf. de Buffy * had been fome days at 
Cuddalore ; and that he had brought with him 
a force of 2,200 regular troops of France, befidcs 
1,000 Caffres from the iflands. And, on the 
25th of March, two French {hips of the line* 
and frigates had then a&ually blocked up the 
port of Madras, with a view to intercept the 
trade and fupplies. From this period, the;Ge- 
neral was wholly employed in the preparations 
neceffary for taking the field. The great objed 
he had in view was to attack and overthrow the 
whole body of the French army it Cuddalore, 
And feize their train of artillery 'and ftores, as foon 
as the co-operation of his Majefty’s fquadron 
fhould afford a rational hope of being able to 
carry his defigns into execution. Vice-Admiral 
Sir Edward Hughes having returned from Bom- 
D d 4 bay 

* This is the fame gentleman mentioned in Mr. 0 one's 
t , Kiftory, 
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bay .to Madras on the 13 th of April, and de- 
clared his readinefs to co-operate with the army 
in any meafurcs for diftreffing the enemy. Ge- 
neral Stuart, after employing all the army car- 
riage in fending forward aproviiion of rice, left 
Madras on the 19th of April, in the evening, 
and, next morning, joined the army at Tauma- 
rum. 


The grand lines of the plan on which theGe- 
neral determined to conduct this campaign, ap- 
pear to have been thofe — ‘In order to drive ..the 
French with expedition, and with the greateft 
profpedt of fy ccefs, either to the fea, or inward into 
the center of the My fore country, the moft impor- 
ta&t objsft, at that criiis, which could occupy 
his mind, he endeavoured ta unite the efforts of 
the fleet with the main army under his own 
command, and the field force in the provinces 
fouthward of the Coleroon, in one fyftem of 
co-operation againft Cuddalore. It was accord- 
ingly refolved, in a committee of the Council of 
Madras, on the 17th of April, that General 
Stuart fhouid be empowered to order Colonel 
Lang, thepfficer commanding in thofe provinces, 
with the principal part of his forces, to join the 
main army. , The mode in which the fleet might 
bell co-operate with the army, the General com 
ceived, would be, to keep a fteadv eye on Mon.fi 
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de Suffrein, to conduct the provifion and flore- 
fhips as far as* Cuddalore, and then to leave 
them with fuch frigates as the Admiral could 
fpare. The rice, for which means of carriage 
might be wanting, was to be depofited in pofts, 
as the army lhould advance; whofe movements 
were to be regulated as nearly as poflible, by 
the time of Sir Edward Hughes getting to his 
llation off Trincomalee, fo as to be in fight of 
the French fqttadron there, and of Captain Hal- 
liday in the Ifis, with the ftore-ffnps and rein- 
forcements appearing to the fouth of Cuddalore : 
while the precife route which the army was to 
take 0x1 pafiing Pondicherry, to occupy their 
ultimate pofition at Cuddalore, was kept a fecret 
by the General, even from the President and 
Committee of the Madras Council. 


The Commander in Chief, for months previous 
to the march of the army in April, repeatedly 
informed both Colonel Lang and Colonel Ful- 
larton (the firft and fecond in the fcuthern com- 
mand) of the general plan for the campaign 
againft fcfee French at Cuddalore, and his own 
expectations of their co-operation. The una- 
voidable uncertainty with regard to the precife 
time when the Britifh fleet, or the Ifis and ftore- 
fliips, could get to their flattens, put it otit of 
his power to be more particular as to the time 
m ' when 
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might be neceflary for the fouthem 
fbfce to crofs the Coleroon, to, form, a junction 
with his army : the General, therefore, in the 
end of April, wrote to the Commanding Officer 
of the fouthem force, that he fhould not, on 
account of that co-operation, give up any 
attainable object of conqueft about which he 
was actually employed — that his with was for 
him to fucceed in whatever he had then in hand, 
and afterwards to co-operate with him for the 
greateft of all national fervices. 

In purfuance of this plan, the army under the 
command of General Stuart proceeded on their 
march, from their camp in the neighbourhood 
of Madras, towards Cuddalore, on the 2ifl day 

1783.] of April. One of the brigades had 
moved on two days march in advance, and was 
at Parmacoil, in fight of the French advanced 
poft, upon the 26th of April. The General's 
plan, as commuriictteddo the Madras Govern- 
ment, was, to remain nearly in that polition 
until he could be informed concerning Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes’s movements, and thofe of the 
pravifion and flore-fhips leaving Madras road ; 
and, in the mean time, that the immediate wants 
of the army fhould be fapplied from the {lores 
jit Chingleput and the Prefidency, 
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At Chingleput, where they halted for a few 
days, they were informed that Sir Eyre Coote 
died at Madras, on the 26th of April, being the 
third day after his arrival from Calcutta. The 
fhip that carried him was chaced for five days 
by French cruizers. This circumftance,-:it is 
thought, operating with too forcible an impref- 
fion on his mind, which was lofty and prone to 
irritation, was that which brought on the third 
and mortal ftroke of the palfy, which termi- 
nated his life, fpent in tp£ purfuit of military- 
glory, without pain and without a groan. 

From various circumftances, and particularly 
the time requifite for taking in a fufficient pro* 
vifion of water, it was the 2d of May before the 
Admiral fet fail to the fouthward from Madras ; 
and, on the 1 7th the Britiih fleet, in confequence 
of adverfe winds and currents, had not proceed** 
ed farther than fix leagues fouth-eafl of Conji- 
meer. Capt. Halliday, in the Ifis, with the ftore- 
fhips, having on board Major-General Bruce, with 
the neceffary reinforcements for the operations at 
Cuddalore, did notleave thexoads of Madras until 
the 1 4th of May, Before the commencement of 
fuch operations, it was of the laft importance, that 
thofe drips Ihould be within the reach of our 
army. It was alio of importance, that the in- 
tentions of die Englifh Commander, with regard 
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to-that'part of Cuddalore againft which his at- 
tack was to be directed, fliould be concealed 
from the- French as long as poffible. But, had 
our General taken up his ultimate . ground be- 
fore the arrival of the provifion and ftoredhips 
and reinforcements, thofe intentions muft have 
been prematurely difcovered. 1 he General, 
therefore, continued, according to his original 
plan, - to regulate his movements by thofe of 
our naval force and convoy : and, it fo hapv 
peued, that the Ifis having appeared in fight on 
the 6th, and anchored at her fixed- deftination, 
fouth of Cuddalore, on the yth of June, on 
that very day General Stuart took up his ulti- 
shate ground on the land fide alfo fouth of Cud- 
tialore. On the evening of the 8th Major Ge- 
neral Bruce and Colonel Wangenheim, with the 
Hanoverians and other European troops, to the 
number of 8 oo men, difembarkcd from Captain 
Hall tdays convoy, and marched to camp. Even 
after this jundion the- French army in poffefifen 
Cuddalore contained »< greater number of 
regular a European forces than that under the 
command of General Stuart : though not above 
half the number of native troops. It became 
the General’s object to drive the enemy from fuch 
parts of the Bound-hedge, as might be necefi&ry 
for commencing his approaches, and to force 
them to take Iheltcr under the guns of Cudda- 
lore, 
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lore, if not within the place itfeif. Though the 
out-fentries of the different armies were fo near as 
that they might fpeak together, he avoided all 
flight fkirmifhing, determined, in one vigorous 
and well- concerted attack to effeft his purpofe. 
He made the difpoiition, and gave out the ge- 
neral orders for driving all the French out-poils 
under the guns of Cuddalore, on the izth of 
June. The attack was to begin precifely at 
day-break next morning. 


Lieutenant Colonel Kelly, with a brigade of 
native troops, and one hundred and eighty Eu- 
ropeans, marched, about midnight, without ar- 
tillery, by a foot-path unknown to the French, 
which led to the rear of the work on their right 
hand, on the Vandy-Pollam Hills. To feize 
this poft was the firft and leading objedb.m the 
General’s plan of operations. The European 
grenadiers, about three hundred rank and file, 
and the 73d regiment, about two hundred, with 
two battalions of fepoys, covered by the fire 
of 4" battery of fix eighteen pounders, under Co- 
lonel Elliot of the Bengal Eftablifhment, were to 
wait the fuccefs of Colonel Kelly, and ftorm the 
intrenchments to the enemy’s right. The fuc- 
cefs of this attempt was to be immediately fol- 
lowed by afTaults on their left and center, fup- 
ported by the Hanoverians and reierve. 


J? 
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lySj'.J On the 13th of June, accordingly, 
sftr the day began to dawn, a cannonade from 
the eighteen pounders, and from fome field- 
pieces, brought up by Major Mackay, of the 
Madras Eftablifhment, opened from command- 
ing heights upon the works to the enemy’s right. 
The column under Lieutenant Colonel Kelly 
appeared at the fame inllant in their rear. They 
were ftruck with terror and furprize, fled from 
their llrong polls on the Vandy-Pollam Hills, 
and retired in confufion to their fecond work, 
leaving two fix pounders, and feVetriTgtitts, to 
be poflefled by our men on the intrenched ground 
below. The eminence upon which the eighteen 
pounders were placed, was chofen by the Com- 
mander in Chief for his own ft at ion, from 
whence the fignals were to be made, according 
to varying and unforefeen circumftances. 


Our troops advanced again!! the enemy thro’* 
a deep fand. The intended attack on the ene- 
my’s right, confifting of the? 'grenadiers arid pic- 
quets of our left, under Colonel Stewart and 
Lieut. Colonel Cathcart, was refilled by fuch a 
powerful fire from the enemy, that Colonel 
StewsSft,: with great judgement, retired to a poll 
where he might be covered, until, upon recon- 
noitering, a further difpofition could be taken to 
approach the enemy. He feat a report of 
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(kuation in a note to the General ; who, upon 
certain information juft then received, that the 
redoubt which principally annoyed them was un- 
finiffied, and acceflible in the rear, gave orders 
for the grenadiers and the referve on our right, 
to cloft upon the enemy in front ; and alfo to Ma- 
jor-Gen. Bruce, to advance with the troops under 
his command, in the fame direction. Theft new 
difpofitions were communicated to Col, Stewart, 
with orders to enter in the rear of the redoubt, 
whenever any occafion ffiould offer. Sufficient 
time was allowed for carrying theft orders, on a 
certain fignal- being given, into execution. Tie 
concentrated efforts of the divifions of our army, 
juft mentioned, according to this new arrange- 
ment, were crowned with fuccefs. For, while the 
French Were purfuingfome temporary advantage 
which.they obtained over part -of the referve, the 
grenadiers, and 73d regiment, under Lieut. Co- 
lonel Catchcart and Major Lamont, fopported 
by the picquets under Colonel Stewart, turned the 
rear of the French unfiniffied redoubt. This 
movement threw the French into confufion, and 
feed tie-fortune of the day in favour of the 
Engliffi, The evening, which, broke off the 
engagement, left the Engliffi in poffeffionof the 
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Id contemplating this fcene, one of the hot-* 
teft that had happened in the.courfe of the war, 
we are not a little ftruck with that prefence 
of mind which appeared in the condudt of Ge- 
neral Stuart, and that cool courage which was 
difplayed by the troops under his conimand i 
the former changing the difpofition of the at- 
tack, .According' to circumftances, in the heat of 
the adtion ; the latter waiting in filence for their 
General’s commands, and, on the fignal given, 
carrying his new orders into punctual execution. 
Of our officers 25 were killed, ami 48 wounded. 
Of the privates about 200 were killed, and 
700 wounded. Among the gallant individuals, 
loft to their friends and the public fervice on 
that memorable day, were. Captain Walter 
Douglas, Captain Peter Campbell, Captain Lind- 
fay, and Major Varrenius, of the Hanoverians. 


s During the, night of the' 13 th, the Englifh 
lay upon their arms, expecting that the enemy', 
who knew the fatigued date of our troops, would 
attempt to recover, ■ by an attack in the night, 
the ground they had loft in . the adtion of the 
day. This meafure was in fad ftrongly recom- 
mended in a Council of War, by almoft all 
their officers : but the old and infirm Marquis 
Buffy, who began now to contemplate objedts 
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obje&s through the mift of age, and faw only 
the hazards againft himfelf, cautioufly carried 
off every thing, while it was dark, within the 
walls of Cuddalore. Nothing more material than 
the common operations of breaking ground, 
came to pafs for three days. 

But the fea, on the 1 7th, prefented a moft in 
terefting fpedtacle, both to the enemy and our 
army. It was Sir Edward Hughes and Monf. 
Suffrein, manoeuvring with the Englifh and 
French fleets. Suffrein, with fifteen fail of lhips, 
half of them in very bad condition, made alhew 
of an intention to attack Sir Edward, who, with 
eighteen fail of coppered fhips, (but their crews 
greatly debilitated by ficknefs) lay at anchor, 
covering the operations of the army. The next 
day, Hughes was out of fight, and before night, 
Suffrein rode at anchor in the roads of Cudda- 
lore, the ftation that the Englilh Admiral had . 
abandoned. Monf. de Suffrein, with a reinforce- 
ment of men from the French garrifon, flood 
out to fea on the 18th, and, after an engagement 
with the Britifh fquadron on the 2oth, regained 
the roads of Cuddalore on the 23d of June. The 
Englifh Admiral, quitting his ftation to wind- 
ward pf the French, failed for Madras, for a fup- 
ply, it was given out, of water : although Gene-, 
ral. Stuart is faid to have wrote to the Admiral 
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indifferent ways, informing him, that he had 
occupied Porto Novo with a proper force ; that 
both there and at Chillumbrum, which had been 
opportunely pofleffed by our troops, on the eve 
of the 1 2th of June,' there was entire fafety and 
conveniency for watering; and that he could 
fupply the fleet with frefh provifions. While 
Sir Edward Hughes purfued his voyage to Ma- 
dras, Monf. de Suffrein, with fifteen fail of the 
line, befides frigates, lay at anchor, clofe to 
Cuddaiore, where he landed, on the 24th, a re- 
inforcement of 2,200 men, which included 1,200 
Europeans and nati ves that had been lent to him 
from the garrifon of Cuddaiore, on the 1 8th of 

June. "In this fituation, fo favourable for the 
French, and fo alarming to our army, a large 
body of French regulars and other troops, in a 
fortie from Cuddaiore, on the morning of the 
25th of June, while it was yet dark, attacked 
the' out-pofts of our army . Our troops, though 
weakened by battle and fevere duty, were not 
unprepared for them ; and they were beat back 
with lofs and difgrace. Colonel Gordon com- 
manded in the trenches, affifted by Colonel Cath- 
cart, who, with his grenadiers, fupported and 
repelled every alarm. We loft Major Cotgrave, 
with about feventy men killed 'and wounded ; 
the French, about three hundred : and their 
Commandant, a Colonel, was taken prifbher. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Stewart, and all the officers, received the 
General’s animated thanks for the fuccefs of our 
arms. The whole army on this, as on other oc- 
cafions, admired the blooming virtues of Colo- 
nel Cathcart, who united martial courage with 
military Ikill, and the proper pride of family, 
with that modefty which becomes a fellow-citi- 
zen of a free country. 


Although it be the objeft of thefe Memoirs to 
record fads, not intentions, yet it may not be 
thought either improper or uninftrudHve hereto 
relate a plan of co-operation propofed by Monf. 
de Suffrein to Monf. de Buffy ; though, being re- 
jected by the latter, it was never carried into exe- 
cution. After Sir Edward Hughes quitted his 
ftation to the windward, and failed for Madras, 
Monf. de Suffrein propofed to the French Ge- 
neral, to land a great force near Cuddalore, in 
the night of the 23d of June, and then, with 
his empty fhips, to make a Ihew of an intention 
to attack Porto Novo the next morning. The 
Englifh , Admiral, he affured him, with his 
utmoft efforts, would not be able, on account 
of oppofing tides and currents, to regain his 
ftation off Cuddalore, . within the fpace of 
eight and forty hours at fooneft. In the mean 
time, the Englifh General, by the feint pro- 
pofed, would be drawn to the defence of Porto 
Novo, on the poffeffion of which he depended 
y-qh h'fr h r hd-hf for 
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The French General, who knew the ftate of 
our army, determined to make a new and more 
vigorous Tally. It was to coniift of 5, 000 Eu- 
ropeans, and to be made on the 4th of July. 
The fituation of the Englilh General was now 
the fulleft that could be imagined of vexation, 
anxiety, and alarm. In two eflential branches 
of his original plan, he had been difappointed. 
The enemy’s force had increafed, and was ftill 
increafing. He was deferted by Sir Edward 
Hughes, unfupported by the fouthern army, 
threatened by the pofition of the French fleet 
with want of neceflary ftores, and within half 
a gun fliot of ten thoufand European enemies. 
The General, in repeated letters to the Prefi- 
dency of Madras, had brought to their recol- 
lection the original object of the campaign, 
and ufed the ftrongeft arguments for defifting, 
at the prefent crifis, from all attempts of inland 
diverfion towards the fouth-weft; and preffing 
■'■i , with 
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with the whole weight of our arms in the Car- 
natic, on the French at Cuddalore. The pro- 
portion of native troops, he ftated, with the 
main army, in fuch an extenfive circuit as the 
bounds of Cuddalore, was not fufficient to in- 
tercept the enemies fupplies, much kfs to 
afford detachments to cover the watering of the 
fleet. The feparate operations of the fouthern 
force, intended to draw Tippoo from the inte- 
refting objects which occupied him on the other 
fide of India, had hitherto proved, and, if it 
fliould not be confiderably ftrengthened, mull 
continue to prove ineffectual. Hyder-Nagur 
and the province of Bednore, the original ob- 
jeft of that force, were recoverd by the enemy : 
and with regard to a diverfion of Tippoo’s ar- 
my from Mangalore, there was not a more 
probable way of effecting that objeCt, than to 
increafe the apprehenfions of the French for 
their own fafety ; and under fuch apprehenfions 
it was natural to fuppofe, they would exert 
their whole influence with Tippoo to come 
himfelf, or to fend a fufficient force towards 
Cuddalore, againft which, according to the 
General’s plan, our whole combined force was 
to operate. Thefe, with other arguments, were 
urged in vain. Even fo late as the 1 7th of 
1783.] June, the unfortunate day when Monff 
4 c Suffrein, with the whole fleet of France in 

India. 
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Iln'dia, by mafterly manoeuvres gained the roads 
of Cuddalore : on that very day did the Govern- 
ment of Madras fign and tranfmit their mod: 
.pofitive commands to the officer then in the 
command of the fouthern army to continue in- 
land operations, and to difregard' all prior or 
future orders from the General, to the contrary, 
unicfs fan&ioned by their ’approbation. But 
Colonel Fullarton, informed of the action of the 
13th of June, and of the refpective fituations 
of the French and Englifh fleets, marched with 
perfect propriety towards the Commander in 
Chief, though under the fan&ion of a letter front 
the Seledt Committee, ordering him to move 
in a contrary dire&ion, he might have purfUed 
a more tempting career in another quarter. 
The Colonel had arrived within three forced 
marches of General Stuart’s camp, when, on 
receiving intelligence that all hoftilities had 
ceafed with France, and that a general peace 
had taken place in Europe, he returned to the 
fouthward. Above half thfe Englifh army at 
Cuddalore marched to reinforce that which was 
commanded by Colonel Fullarton in Tanjore. 
The remainder encamped on the 27th of July, 
at the Mount. 

A negotiation for peace was now carried oh 
with Tippoo Saib,who, flufhed with the retreat of 
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one English array on the coaft of Malabar, and 
the capture of another, was at this time employ- 
ed, as above related, in the fiege of Mangalore, 
the defperate defence of which, conducted by the 
gallant Colonel Campbell, will probably be con- 
sidered by future historians as the moft brilliant 
fcene in the whole courfe of this war. The fuc- 
ceSTes of Colonel Campbell fprung wholly from 
the refources of his own manly and perfevering 
fpirit. Though, from a combination of misfor- 
tune, and mismanagement on the part of others, 
this intrepid officer was left to his fate, he did 
not capitulate before his faithful garrifon were 
reduced to their laft pint of rice ; or before they 
had fed on the putrid carcafes of animals held in 
averfjpn and horror ; or before a large force, fent 
to their aid from Bombay, had anchored before 
Mangalore, tantalizing the garrifon, for three 
days, with the delulive hope of effeftual relief ! 


Mangalore is the chief place of Strength, and 
commands the beft harbour in Canara. It is fitu- 
ated in the thirteenth degree of north latitude, 
at the conflux of two rivers, which difembogue 
themfelves into the fea under the muzzles of its 
guns. At this place it is about half a mile wide, 
and, within the bar, forms a fpacious harbour 
for lhips of five hundred tons. The fort, which 
is nearly fquare, is built of ftone. It has three 
. i . E’ :: e 4.. towers 
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towers, with very thin and weak battlements ; 
and artillery is mounted on each of its Tides, 
which face the four cardinal points. On the 
weft flde, next the fea, there is an oblong addi- 
tion to the fort, on very low gtound, teaching 
the whole length of that fide, with four circular 
turrets and guns. The fort of Mangalore has 
a pretty good ditch, except to the eaftward, 
where about fixty feet of the rock was not cut 
through ; and round the covered way there are 
eight towers, with artillery mounted on each of 
them. The ditch is not wet towards the north- 
eaft and fouth-eaft quarters i and, in fummer, 
even the weftern part of the ditch becomes al- 
moft dry. It would exceed the limits within 
which it has been thought proper to confine 
thefe Memoirs, to enter into a detail of the fiege 
of this fortrefs. Let it fuffice, for the prefent, 
if we ftate the force that was brought againft it, 
that by which it was defended, and fome of the 
principal aftions and occurrences, which may 
ferve to convey an idea of the refources, both of 
the befiegers and befieged. 

The force that now invefted Mangalore con- 
fifted in 60,000 horfe ; 30,000 difciplined fe~ 
poys ; 6oo French infantry, under the command 
of Colonel Coffigny ; Monf. Lally’s corps, com- 
pofed of Europeans and natives ; a French troop 

of 
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of European difmounted cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Monf. Boodena, an officer in the F rench 
Service ; many thoufands of irregulars, and near 
xoo pieces of artillery. The whole of this vaft 
'army amounted to 140,000 fighting men. The 
front of their encampment extended, from right 
to left, three miles : and parties were flationed 
upon and behind the adjacent hills. They were 
commanded by Tippoo-Sultan in perfon. His 
brother, Kirrum-Saib, and Mahomed- Ally Khan, 
one of his father’s moft trufted commanders and 
confidential friends, were alfo prefent. 


The ffrength of our garrifon was compofed 
of 696 Europeans, including 91 officers, and 
2,850 black troops, amounting in all to 3,546 
fighting men, befides pioneers and camp fol- 
lowers. 


The enemy broke ground on the north fide 
pf the fort, and by the 2 7 th of May com- 1x783. 
pleated eleven embrafures. A party of our men 
went out to deftroy this work, and to fpike their 
guns, but were repulfed. On the 29th, the gar- 
rifon was aftonifhed with vollies of large ftones, 
fome of them weighing 1 50 pounds . The ftones 
were affixed to wooden plugs or ftoppers, fitted, 
and by means of a fledge, forced tightly into the 
calibres or chafes of mortars. They generally fell 

within 



horrid, and always fatal. I hole wiio were 
ftruck by them in the body, were cut oft by a 
fuclden, and of courfe, an eafy death : bat the 
unfortunate fufferers who were crufhed by them 
in their extremities, often lingered in excruci- 
ating pain for feveral days. Some amputations 
were performed : but there was not. fo much as 
one inftance of recovery. The ftor.es alio de- 
stroyed the roofs of huts and houfes, for which 
materials were wanting to repair them : a cir- 
cumftance, in the height of a monfoon, truly de- 
plorable. A conftant and heavy cannonade was 
kept up from the batteries eredled on the north, 
on the eaft, and on the fouth. On the evening 
of the 4th of June, the whole north face of the 
fort, with its towers, was entirely difmantled. 
A few days after, a practicable breach was ef- 
fected in the wall, which, it was expected, the 
enemy would ftorm ; efpecially as they had re- 
jected with difdain a flag of truce. In vain did 
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the EnglHh repel with the bayonet, repeated at- ' 
tacks on batteries contracted on commanding 
ground without, but near the fortrefs : in vain 
they lilenCed the batteries of the enemy, and 
fpiked their brafs mortars and guns. New 
touch-holes were drilled with incredible expedi- 
tion. Thofe detractive machines were played 
anew, ini triumph : malked batteries were open- 
ed : the approaches of the enemy were brought 
fo near, that they threw fafcines on our covered 
way and the edge of the glacis : and at length, 
repeated fummonfes of furrender being treated 
by the Colonel with contempt and defiance, 
they determined, on the 4th of July, to ftorm 
the breach which had been practicable ever 
fince the 7th of June. A body of their troops, 
armed with couteaus, two feet long, of the fhape 
of pruning hooks, and with fpears mounted on 
light bamboos, fourteen feet and an half in 
length, fallied from their trenches, and rufhed 
into the tower on the left of the outer eaftern 
gate, while the guns that had played againft 
that tower, were directed elfewhere, but ftill 
kept up their firing. Their whole line was 
now in motion, preffing on to fupport the 
party that had penetrated into the tower, and 
gained an adjacent rampart. But, after a Ihort 
ftruggle, in which Captain Bowles of the ar- 
tillery was killed by a random fliot, they were 

■ forced 
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forced to retreat. Lieutenant Ralfton, who had 
Large of the eaftern gate, on feeing the 
guard give way, attacked them vigorout 
ly,' and, after a fhort but fevere conflict, in 
which he himfelf was feverely, and two of his 
mortally wounded, repulfed them with the 
onet. This officer received public thanks 
his active gallantry on this occafion. This 
attempt on the part of the enemy, was returned 
on the 6th of July, by a Tally from us, of thirty 
n, into a lodgement they had made in our 
works, oppoiite to the gate and tower juft men- 
tioned, which drove them back. This drew out 
the enemy from their camp, to a general attack 
our northern covered way, which was refo- 
lutely and gallantly ailaulted, but with fuperior 
gallantry and refolution defended againft frefh 
troops and fuperior numbers. 


In this action, one of the hotteft during the 
fiege, we loft Come of our beft officers ; Enfign 
Macintyrc, and the Lieutenants Kenneth Mac- 
kenzie, Gordon, Boyce, and Macgregor, fire- 
worker. About forty of our men were killed, 
red wounded. The enemy, by 
, had wrought themfelves along 
our northern covered way, and 
to tin up the ditch oppofite to the 

. The gates of the fort, being much 
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damaged, were fhut up, and two fallv ports cut, 
to fupply their place. New batteries were 
railed by the afiailants : and, in one of their af- 
faults, which were now very frequent, they in- 
tended to fcale the walls of a fort fituated at 
the jun&ion of the river with the fea, called, 
from its figure, Odtagon, which had hitherto 
remained undifturbed. In the mean time, our 
men, while they were thus alTailed by Tippoo 
Sultan without the fortrefs, were forced to con- 
tend, with want of neceffary fubfiftence, and 
with other inconveniencies, within. Their ftock 
pf cattle did not at firft exceed three hundred, 
and near a third part of thele, from diftrefs of 
weather, and fundry negledts, died in the great 
ditch. The weather being wet, and the air 
clofe, the ftench that arofe from the putrid 
carcafes of the animals was infufferable. From 
the 13th of June, the Europeans were put on 
half allowance of beef. The hofpital was now 
excefiively crowded with lick and wounded, 
and totally unprovided with beds, medicines, 
and proper nourilhment : no tea, fugar, fagp, 
wine, or any thing elfe that could alleviate dif- 
trefs. The. lick men became averfe to going 
into the hofpital, which they confidered as their 
grave, and gave themfelves up to defpair. 
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In the midft of thefe difcouraging circum- 
ftances, two boats arrived from Mr. Sibbald, 
Refident at Tellicherry, with the agreeable in- 
formation that three or four battalions would 
certainly, join the garrifon, from Bombay, by 
the 10th of Auguft; that 1500 Britifh and Ha- 
noverians, deftined for Mangalore, had a&ually 
left, Madras under Colonel Gordon, fo early a? 
the 2,0th of May ; and that Colonel Fullarton, 
at the head of an army of 500 European fol- 
diers, and 16,000 fepoys, with 22 pieces of 
cannon, managed by a good train of artillery, 
having reduced feveral fmall forts, had ad- 
vanced, in his march to the coafl of Malabar, 
near to Pallacatcherry ; that an army had gone 
againft Arcot, and that hopes were entertained 
of the redu&ion of Seringapatnam, and of the 
difmemberment of the Myforean empire. The 
garrifon, animated by this intelligence, gave a 
feu-de-joy, with three cheers, from the ramparts. 
k Tippoo Sultan, as well as the French Refident 
< at his Court, had been informed, fome days 
, before this, of the general pacification in Eu- 
rope, in which Tippoo was included as an ally 
of France, though they had concealed it from 
our garrifon, in the hopes that, from the ex- 
tremities to which they were reduced, they 
would be induced to capitulate. But the feu- 
> 'de-joy having led them rightly to conclude, 
1 that 
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that the Englilh too, had received intelligence 
of the peace, the French troops refufed to co- 
operate any longer with Tippoo in reducing 
Mangalore. A letter was received, under a flag 
of truce, by Colonel Campbell, from Monfl 
Piveron de Morlay, Envoy at the Durbar ‘of 
Myfore, from France, with very particular 
news from the coaft of Coromandel, where 
.was now aceflation of arms, refpedting a peace 
in Europe. Thefe he wifhed to communicate 
to Colonel Campbell in perfon, without being 
blindfolded, as is cuftomary during hoftilities, 
when he lhould come within the Englilh works. 
Monf. de Piveron, with his retinue, was very 
politely received by the Commander of Man- 
galore, with whom he had a long conference. 
But, in the mean time, even while a flag of truce 
was flying, Tippoo perfevered in carrying On 
war againft the redoubt above mentioned, which 
commands the entrance of the river, and which 
being without a ditch, and incapable of a long 
defence, furrendered on terms, after a practicable 
breach was made in its walls. 

During the progrefs of hoftilities, but efpeci- 
ally after it was underftood that there was fome 
profpedt of peace, there are not a few inftances 
of the enemy’s centinels, when they perceived 
our people oft' their guard, beckoning to them 

; to 
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to get under cover, left they lhould be obliged 
to fire at them. Our men were not behind 
them in this-ad. of humanity; but, it is only 
juftice to fay, that the enemy fet the example. 
The French Envoy came a fecondtime into the 
fort, on the 22d of July, and in order to favour 
a negotiation for peace, a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
was agreed on for two days. In this interval, 
and even while fome of Tippoo’s principal peo- 
ple were in the fort, a mine was fprung under 
the outer eaftern gate, which almoft {mothered 
Whole of the euard with rubbifh, but 
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The letter communicated by the French En- 
voy to Colonel Campbell contained a requisition 
from MelTrs. Sadlier and Staunton, the deputies 
of the Madras Government at Cuddalore, to ab- 
ftain from hoftilities with Tippoo, upon certain 
conditions agreed to by Monfieur de Bully, the 
French Governor General, from whom Monfieur 
de Piveron received the packet. 

After frequent, though ihort fufpenfions of 
hoftilities, and a great deal of correspondence 
between the French Envoy, the Sultan, and our 
Commandant, a ceflation of hoftilities was rati- 
fied on the 2d of Auguft, in which the garrifons 
of Onore and Carwar were included. The 
enemy allowed, at this juncture, that by difeafe 
and thefword, they had loft 7,000 men : our. 
lofs was alfo great. The troops were worn down 
with conftant fighting in the day, and hard duty 
at night. Their Short intervals of repofe, as 
they were unfheltered by bomb-proofs or cafe- 
mates, were interrupted by the neife of thofe 
tremendous ftones that were thrown from mor- 
tars, which impreffed their minds, even amidft: 
their Slumbers, with dread and horror. Nor did 
there pafs a day in which Several of our men were 
not cut off by a large and heavy kind of muf- 
ket, called a jinjall, It is very long in the bar- 
rel, larger than a common mufket in the bore, 
F. f. and 
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•and fledged on a reft, for the purpofe of 
taking a fteady and fare aim. At different in- 
tervals, very thick planks were polled, mufket 
proof, and pierced with feveral eyelet-holes, 
through which the enemy (hot at every one of 
our people they could fet their eyes on. But a 
truce having now taken place, the garrifbn en- 
joyed a degree, of liberty, walked out occa- 
sionally, and converted with the French officers 
under Colonel Coffigny. This gentleman, who 
had refufed to co-operate with Tippoo, from 
the moment he knew of a peace in Europe, now 



demanded a paflport for his detachment to Ma- 
lice, with provifions, draught cattle, and boats 
for crofting certain unfordable rivers : all which 
the Myforean, provoked at his forbearance to 
a£t any longer againft the EnglHh, haughtily re- 
fufed. But Coffigny, having privately received 
hatchets and cordage for making rafts, from 


Colonel Campbell, one morning before dawn 
faddenly marched off. Tippoo fent 600 horfe- 
men after him, not to rcquejl, but to command 
him to return. Coffigny formed his men, in or- 
der to receive them, and bade them come on at 
their peril : on which, alter alhort pailey, they 
returned to their camp. Coffigny proceeded 
on his march to Tellicherry. As no orders had 
yet arrived for evacuating Mahde, or admitting 
Colonel Coffigny *s detachment into that place, 

the 
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the Britifli Refident at Tellicherry received them 
hofpitably at that fettlement, and gave them per- 
miffion to pitch their camp in the iiland of Da- 
raporam, fituated in the bay, at a fmall diftance 
from the ihore. 


Though it is education and example chiefly 
that form the characters of nations and men, 
yet among the human race there are ftrong marks 
of diftindtion, originally imprefled on the frame 
of the body and mind by the hand of Nature. 
In the very bofom of luxury, and before the 
very throne of barbarian bigotry, a family has 
arifen, in our times, who, uniting the greatefi: 
valour with the moft profound fagacity, and the 
loftieft ambition, have laboured with fuccefs to 
learn the European arts, that they might thereby 
be enabled to oppofe and overturn European, 
and particularly the Englifli dominion in Afia. 
Nor were the hoftile intentions of Hyder-Ally- 
Cawn confined to that quarter of the world : he 
formed the magnificent plan of railing by de- 
grees fuch a fleet as might difpute with England 
the fovereignty of the fea, and even retort, it is 
faid, the invafions that had harrafied India, on 
the Ifland of Great Britain. He poflefled all 
the materials for fliip-building in fuperior abun- 
dance, and fome of thefe of greater excellence 
fhan any to be found in Europe. He allured 
. Ff 2. ar- 


WAR IK ASIA, 



and trained up workmen in his own. For feve- 
ral years he had been employed in building, and 
in the year 1781, had nearly finifhed fix fhips 
of the line of battle, fome of which were afloat, 
together with feveral frigates and Hoops ©f war. 
All thefe were exceedingly ftrong and thick in 
the planks, being intended to encounter the Eu- 
ropean feas, the water of which, he had heard, 
was very jtrmg and thick ; a confufed idea of ice. 
The fhips of Hyder were deftroyed in 1782 and 
the beginng of 1783, by our fleet ; nor did he 
live to repair their lofs. But his fon Tippoo, 
the heir of his dominions, his genius, and his 
vaft defigns, negle&ed not any means, or the 
purfuit of any accomplifhment or art by which 
thefe might be carried into execution. He was 
inffxucted in the Perfian and French languages, 
and he alfo knew a little of the Englifh, in which 
the word of command was given to his foldiers. 
He learned the elements of mathematics, and 
was familiarly converfant with the principles of 
gunnery, and military architecture and tacticks. 
"With the baggage of the officers that fell into 
his hands on the 23d of May, there was found 
Sime’s Military Guide. This book was carried 
' to Tippoo by fome of his people, who, accord- 
ing to their fuperftitious notions, fuppofed 
that the draughts which it contained, related in 
1 fome 
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Come myfterious manner, to arts of incantation. 
The Sultan, who inftantly difcovered its nature, 
began to fhew great civility to Lieutenant Spot- 
tifwood, a prifoner, by fending doth to him, and 
other prefents , At laft, a perfon from the Sul- 
tan requefted him to tranflate the Treatife into 
the Moor’s language, which he fpoke fluently; 
but Mr. Spottifwood politely excufed himfelf, 
faying, that he could not anfwer for tranflating 
a military book, without orders from his Com- 
mander.-— They who take delight in tracing re- 
femblances between antient and modern cha- 
racters, will be able to find many points of 
comparifon between Tippoo and Hannibal: 
both at once fubtle and brave ; ftudious of the 
knowledge of their times ; trained up by their 
fathers in hoftility to the firfi: power of the age ; 
exciting the vengeance of all nations againffc 
that power ; and in this career, taking a wider 
range than that which ufually bounded their 
wiews: Hannibal extending his intrigues to 
the nations on the Red Sea ; Tippoo Saib to 
Conftantinople, and other feats of power on the 
Mediterranean. 


No fooner was the caufe of Tippoo Sultan 
abandoned by the French, than he fought to 
conned himfelf with all other powers whom Be 
considered as the natural enemies of England, 
F f 3 and 
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and endeavoured to convert the Mahomedan 
religion into a band of union among different 
-nations, for the purpofe of expelling the Euro- 
peans from Hindoftan. He broke through al- 
moft every article of the ceflation of arms. It 
was ftipulated in the armiftice that the Nabob 
ihould furnifh for the garrifon, three times a 
week, a bazar ftored with all forts of provi- 
fions, at the rate of his own markets. A bazar 
was accordingly furnilhed ; but every article 
was fo exorbitantly dear, that there was fcarce- 
ly any thing which the men could purchafe. 
The prices were daily raifed, till a fowl fold 
from nine to twelve rupees, a feer of rice for 
four, a feer of fait for three, and a frog for fix- 
pence. Seven boats, laden with provifions from 
Bombay, were feized by Tippoo, and the ar- 
ticles they contained were fold by his people in 
the bazar, at the dreadful rate juft ftated. This 
plan of the Sultan’s, for reducing the fort of 
Mangalore by famine, was carried to the utmoft 
.height within his power, by a total ftoppage 
of the bazar. Horfes flelh was now delicious 
food. Snakes, ravenous birds, rats, and mice 
were fought after and eaten with voracity. For 
the two laft months of the fiege, from feven to 
fifteen men, died every day from the want of the 
neceftaries of life. A deep melancholy, arifing 
from weaknefs of body, defpair of relief fo 
^ often 
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often promifed in vain, and from every fur- 
rounding objedt, rendered the men who fur- 
vived their fellow-foldiers indifferent how they 
interred them : fo that they often became the 
food of the jackall and the pariar dog. The 
famifhed foldier lay in wait with his muikety 
and a ftolen cartridge, to kill thofe horrid ani- 
mals in the adt of tearing up the dead : and, 
when he fucceeded, the animal was carried in 
with triumph. 

A reinforcement of 300 Hanoverians ap- 
peared off Mangalore in two fhips of war, with 
other fhips in company : but as the troops could 
not land, according to the terms of the armiffice, 
they were ordered to fail to Tillicherrv. Brig. 
Gen. Macleod alfo, appeared from the north, on 
the 1783] 25th of November, with 11 fhips and 
34 fmaller veflels, having on board the long 
promifed relief for the garrifon, with 1,000 
Europeans, 3,000 fepoys, and 350 marines, 
feamen and artillery men. The General had 
made fignals to the garrifon, and was advifed 
by a Council of War, held on board his flip, 
to land his fuccours, when, in confequence 
of a negotiation he carried on with Tippoo, by 
means of his Secretary, Mr. Leighton, whom 
: he fent on Ihore for that purpofe, he fe't fail 
With the reinforcement on the 3 iff of December, 
F f4 : : having 
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having {lipulated with the Sultan, that provi* 
fions. Ihould be admitted into the garrifon, for 
one month. The whole, however, of this fup- 
ply, drawn it is faid, from damaged {lores 
purchafed from a Navy Agent, was not permit- 
ted to pafs into the garrifon. Provifions of 
courfe were dealt out with a {paring hand, and 
not a little of thefe of fo bad a quality, as to be 
rejected, not only by the men, but by the very 
dogs. Our officers now feared a general defer- 
tion of the fepoys ; and a mutiny among the 
Europeans, particularly the 4 2| i 0116 °f 

whom, on the parade fwore “ by G-d that 
they ihould not further fubmit to fuch treat- 
ment.” When Macleod failed, the garrifon 
fignified that they were unable to hold out any 
longer. The General anfwered by fignals that 
they Ihould foon be fuccoured. His orders from 
the Goverment of Bombay, were, by no means 
to provoke hoftilities, but to encourage a difpo- 
fition to peace, and, particularly, to abflain from 
all violent meafures, if one month’s provifions 
fhould be admitted into Mangalore. He now 
made fail W the fouthward, and took and pillaged 
Cananore, the Ranah or Queen of which had 
fent two Englifh officers, with 30 fepoys, call 
on her coaft by a {form, to Tippoo Sultan. This 
exploit, which was performed with a fpirit that 

overcame the obftixiate refinance of the Mopla®, 

cf'-f:. was 
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Was, however, of no importance with regard to 
the main objeft for which the troops under 
Macleod had been fent from Bombay. To raife 
the fiege of Mangalore, feemed practicable, at 
this time, only by the movements of our fouthern 
army under Colonel Fullarton; with whom Ge- 
neral Macleod, though a fenior officer, had deter- 
mined, with true magnanimity, toad in concert, 
and to fecond his operations, without interpo- 
fing any adfc of authority that might interrupt 
or interfere with his rapid and fuccefsful 
progrefs. 


To attempt a diverfion of the Ruler of My- 
fore’s arms from the Carnatic, by invading his 
own dominions on the coaft of Malabar, was an 
idea that naturally occurred to all who were ac- 
quainted with the political and geographical 
fituation, and attached to the Engliih intereft in 
India. But the moft intelligent and adtive pro- 
moter of this plan of operations, was Mr. John 
Sullivan, Refident at Tanjore, and Superinten- 
dant of the revenues affigned by the Nabob - 
for defraying the expence of the war, in the pro- 
vinces of Marawa, and Trichinopoly. This gen- 
tleman had enjoyed opportunities, and made it 
his ftudy to acquire an . intimate knowledge pf 
the countries and nations fituated towards the 
fouthern and weftern fides of India. He poflef- 
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fed a fubiirriity of genius which cOrftbined & 
jiumber of particulars in one general view, and 
an ardour of mind which carried him on to 
great enterprizes. He was alfo diftinguifhed 
by that engaging affability and mildnefs of man* 
ners, which gain every thing by aiTuming no- 
thing, and which are peculiarly neceffary, in 
new and undefined governments, to unite the 
minds of men, in different filiations, and with 
oppofite pretenfions, into one harmonious fyftem 
of aflion. Mr. Sullivan, ftrudk with the ama- 
zing fertility of Coimbatore, and its continuity 
with our fouthern provinces, conceived the plan 
of giving compaftnefs and ftrength to our domi- 
nions by the conqueft of that important province. 
The poffeflion of Coimbatore, by advancing out 
polls to the paffes of Myfore, would contrail 
our line of defence, and add to our refources 
one of the principal magazines of the enemy. 
Every mile that we fhould advance into the 
country of Coimbatore, would be a wouhd 
to the Myforeans, and an acceffion of ftrength 
to the Englifh. It was therefore determin- 
ed by the Council of Madras, in confequence 
of the reprefentations of Mr. Sullivan, that, 
while Colonel Humberftone’s little army fhould 
march light to Pallacatcherry from Callicut, 
another force, under Colonel Lang, fhould ad- 
vance with heavy artillery* to the fame place, 

' from 
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from T richinopoly. Tippoo Saib, it was un- 
der flood, would not have run the rifk of placing 
himfelf between two fires, had the fouthern 

army moved, though flowly. With this 

plan of operation Mr. Sullivan endeavoured 
to combine the effects of political intrigue. 

A negotiation was entered into with the par- 
tizans of the antient family of Myfore, for raif- 
ing them to the throne of their anceflors. This 
1782] treaty was begun in April, and concluded 
in October, when Humberflone, whofe move- 
ments it was faid had given fpirit to our friends 
in Myfore, was underflood to be before Pallacat- 
cherry. But Gen. Stuart, the military Com- 
mander in Chief, oppofed in the Committee all 
fuch fchemes of inland operations, at any diftance 
from our own frontiers : and Colonel Lang, 
then in the command of die fouthern force, had. 
his inftrudtions to rifk nothing beyond our own 
fouthern provinces, the force with him being 
barely fufficient for their defence, far lefs, at 
that time, to attempt any junction with Hum- 
berflone, without extreme danger of being cut 
off. Humberflone, deflitute of all means to 
reduce Pallacatcherry, was forced to make a 
fpeedy retreat towards Pananah, on the Mala- 
bar coafl. 

After the cefTation of hoflilities at Cuddalore, 
the plan of offenfiveipperations againfl the ene- 
my. 
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my, on the weftern fide of India, was refumed. 
Colonel Fullarton, ftrongly reinforced by detach* 
meats from the main army, nnder the Colonels 
Stewart and Elphinftone, at the head of 14,000 
men, of whom about 2,000 were Europeans, with 
a fuitable train of artillery, having reduced the 
refractory Colleries and Polygars, began to move 
in full force to the weftward. Through many 
difficulties, arifing, not from certain fmall forts, 
which were eafily reduced, but from forefts, 
woods, rice-grounds, unufual rains, and the in- 
terfections of the river Paniani, he preiled on 
towards Pallacatcherry, which might ferve as a, 
magazine of ftores and provifions for the pro- 
fecution of his defigns againft Myfore, or to fe- 
cure a retreat, if necellary. The furrender of 
Pallacatchefry, on the 13th of November, in 
which the active valour of Captain Maitland 
was particularly fignalized, prepared the way 
for that of Coimbatore, on the 26th. The Co- 
lonel intended to profecute his march towards 
Gudjereddy and Seringapatnam, when Commit- 
fioners of Peace, lent to Tippoo from Madras, 
ordered him not to proceed any farther. I#: 
were fuperfluous to give a particular defeription, 
did the limited fcale of this little work admit, 
ef events fo diftinctly related by the. principal 
actor in the feenes deferibed.* It is not, how- 

id ever,. 

• See Fuliarton’s View, of thefiSngUfli Interefts in India* 
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tver foreign to the purpofe of Military Me- 
moirs, to obferve, that the means by which 
Col. Fullarton conduced the army under his 
command, with uninterrupted fuccefs, and per- 
formed great fervice to his country, are worthy 
ofapplaufe.and imitation. Afummary review of 
the meafures which he purfued, and the princi- 
ples on which he adted, proves, that the want of 
long military experience may, in fome fituations, 
be fupplted by. natural fagacity and honeft inten- 
tions. When Colonel Fullarton fucceeded to 
the chief command of the fouthern provinces, 
thofe countries were in a ftate of extreme wretch- 
cdnefs. Almoft every fepoy corps in our fervice 
had been defeated or deftroyed; the dtftri&s 
were ravaged, the inhabitants plundered, the re- 
venues exhaufted, the magazines empty, the 
Poly gars in rebellion, and the troops, with 
•little pay, difcipline, or fubfiftence, in a ftate 
of confternation. In thefe circumftances Colonel 
Fullarton was folicitous, in the firft place, to 
conciliate the confidence and co-operation of 
the principal officers of the King and Company, 
both in civil and military departments. With 
the aid of Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Hip- 
pifley, Mr. Digby, and Mr. Orpin, men, able, 
' Zealous, and united in the public caufe ; and 
that of the fenior officers of the army, particu- 
larly the Colonels Stewart, Forbes, and Elphin- 
^ ftone. 
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ftone, he was enabled to provide fubfiftence, and 
reftore difcipline to the army, to eftablifh tran- 
quility throughout the provinces, and to march 
in profecution of diftant enterprizes. While he 
carefully concealed his own intentions, in fome 
inftances even from the goverment under which 
he a&ed, he laboured to learn thofeof the ene- 
my, roads, diftances, and other circumftances, 
by procuring from different quarters, though at 
a great expence, the beft hircarrahs that could 
be found, and forming fuch a fyftem for their 
management as might, in the moft effectual 
manner, fecure their fidelity and the fpeedieft 
information. He gained the good will and 
efteem of the army, by prohibiting, in imita-- 
tbn of General Stuart, all contributions on the 
bazar, and by a prompt and fair diftribution of 
prize-money. Fifty thoufand pagodas, found 
in Pallacatcherry, were diftribyted among the 
officers and foldiers at the drum-head. — Among 
other maxims by which Colonel Fullarton was 
governed, thofe of the moft important, were, 
always to move to a fixed point, and that there 
was not any reafon to be apprehenfive of famine, 
in any country where the enemy could find pro- 
viiions. By following thefe rules for intelli- 
gence, movement, and fnpply : by a regular 
payment of working-money to the troops, when 
employed on extraordinary duties of fatigue, and 
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by infpe&ing every department himfelf, Colonel 
Fullarton carried an army from the Coromandel 
to the Malabar coaft, through untried roads, 
with rapid fuccefs.— The interference of the 
Commiffioners of Peace, and their pofitive and 
unqualified orders to defift from all hoftile ope- 
rations, on the one hand interrupted the career 
of his glory; but, on the other fecured him 
againft any of thofe accidents which might have 
arifen from a clofe and continued conteft with 
the Myforean force under the renowned Tippoo- 
Saib, and which, by that illufion of imagination, 
through which it is fortune, chiefly, that de- 
cides the popular reputation of military cooir 
manders, might have detradted, in the eftima- 
tion of the multitude, from the praife that is 
due to his excellent condudt. 

When we refledt on the fuccefies that might 
have been expedted from a junction, or harmo- 
nious co-operation of the forces under the com- 
mand of Colonel Fullarton and General Macleod, 
we are conftrained to indulge thofe fentiments 
of regret and indignation, which, it is natural 
to fuppofe, mufl have filled the minds of tliefe 
gentlemen, when, the former received orders to 
abandon the valuable acquifitions he had made, 
at; a crifis that promifed, by fubverting the' fa- 
mily of Hyder- Ally, to exalt the power and 
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confluence of the Englifh in India. Such e~ 
motions, however, are, in a great meafure, re- 
prefled, when we refledt on the fituation of the 
Company’s affairs, and the coniequences that 
might have flowed from even a continuance of 
fuccefs againft Tippoo. Although fupplies of 
money, from feven to eight millions of pounds, 
had been remitted, in the courfe of the war, 
from Bengal to the other Prefidencies, for the 
fupport of the army, it is certain that our 
troops on the Malabar coaft were, from 1410 18 
months in arrears. The little that was paid of 
what was due, was, th tec -fourths of ir, iff. ted 
in transfer notes or treafury chits, inftead of 
cafli, which, from neceffity, they were in ge- 
neral dhhged to difcount at a prodigious difad- 
vantase. At Bombay, dilcount, during the ie- 
ries of the war, was not lefs than 30 per cent, 
and, at one time, after the fall of Bednore, and 
the capture of General Mathews’s army, it was 
from 70 to 75 per. : .fo low tad the cre- 
dit of the Company funk in India ! * At this 

alarm- 

* It has, not unnaturally, been confidered as a matter of 
wonder, that the army Ihould have been in fuch ftraits, 
notwithftanding the money actually thrown into the Pre- 
fidencies of both Bombay and Madras, by the Governor- 
General and Supreme Council. A bold conjefture has 
been advanced, that the Pay-mafters General, tho’ they ac- 
tually received cadi to pay the troops, at lead: in part, did, 

not- 
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alarming crifis, the fortune of Great Britain 
In India feemed to hang upon the patriotifm of 
one man, in a private ftation, who, on his 
own unbounded credit with the fhrofFs, f bor- 
rowed money from time to time, in his own 
name, and gave it into the Treafury of Bombay, 
on no other fecurity than the depreciated bonds 
of the Company. Had this refource failed, 
the fepoys muft have mutinied for a total want 
of pay, and the fecret of our weaknefs, thereby 
betrayed, have fpread the contagion of diftruft 
and revolt throughout the whole of India. Never 
was the glory of commerce more emphatically 
difplayed, than when one great and liberal mer- 
chant, -j~ interpofed with effect, his private 
credit for the public welfare ! 

As the Company were not in a condition to 
fuftain the- expence of war, prolonged much 
G g far- 

hotwithftanding this, iffue transfer notes or chits, which 
they again bought up by their Agents in the bazar, at 
the enormous difcount above-mentioned. Care too, it has 
been faid, was taken, in iffuing thefe transfers, not to do 
it regularly by the month ; but, after a lapfe of time, to 
iffue a great number at once, in order to over-flock the 
bazar, and enhance the difcount, by depreciating the paper 
currency. 

* Money-lenders. 

+ Mr. David Scott, at that time a free merchant of 
Bombay, now one of ?!%’ Directors of the Eaft India 
Company. { 
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farther, fo neither could they expe£t any far- 
ther fuccours from home, after the public coun- 
cils had become wholly pacific, if Tippoo ihould 
accede to any reafonable terms. Little depen- 
dence, it was fuppofed, could be placed on the 
co-operation of the Mahratta with the Englilh 
arms, for the purpofe of compelling Tippoo to 
accept even an equal peace : but, if we Ihould 
reduce him to extremities, the Mahrattas, as 
well as other powers, might unite with him 
againft us. Nor would it, perhaps, have been 
found policy in the Britilh Councils to have ef- 
feded the entire overthrow of Tippoo, if this 
had been in their power. He was a neceffary 
barrier againft the mighty power- of the Mah- 
rattas. It was requifite to humble, but not 
proper to cruih him. 


But, if a fpeedy and fafe peace with Tippoo 
was neceffary, at this crifis, to the Eaft India 
Company and to Great-Britain, the mode m 
which the Prefidency of Madras fought to ac- 
eompliih it, appears to have been the leaft 
adapted to tjiat falutary end, that could be well 
imagined. The requifitorial difpatclies for an 
immediate peffation of hoftilities fent to Colonel 
Campbell at Mangalore, tranfmitted from the 
French Governor-General by his own meffenger, 
tinder the authority of the deputies from Ma- 
dras, 
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tfras,'* put it in the pbwef of Tippoo to gam 
feveral advantages over the garrifon by the moft 
flagrant breaches of faith. The fame gentlemen* 
Who had a&ed as deputies from Madras to the 
French Governor-General, in the characters of 
Commiflioners for treating of final pedce with 
Tippoo, left Madras in October 1783, and im- 
mediately put themfelves in the power of Tip- 
poo’s chief officer in the Carnatic, and confer 
quently of Tippoo himfelf : and all this after 
the perfidy of that tyrant had been loudly declar- 
ed by the melancholy fate of General Mathews’s 
army. From the moment the Commiflioners 
entered the territories of Myfcre, they were 
treated with unkindnefs and indignity, and 
ceafed to be their own matters-; They carried 
with them 700 coolies, and a great quantity of 
apparel for the officers and foldiers in prifon $ 
but they were not allowed to deliver theim 
When they had arrived within a day’s journey 
of Tippoo they halted, and fent notice of their 
approach, with a requeft to know when he would 
grant them an audience. He named fame dif- 
tant day, it is faid, and appointed forae village, 
or feat of his own, in which they might amufe 
themfelves during the interval. When the day 
G g a of 

* Meffrs. Sadleir and Staunton: the firft, a Member of 
the Council of Madras^ the fecond private Secretary to 
4&rd Macartneys - ■ dviV'/ 



of audience came, fome impediment or other, 
was urged as a pretext for a new prorogation. 
They were cut off from all communication with 
their government and countrymen, except that 
they were permitted to fend open notes, to the 
mailer of a Clip cruifing off Mangalore, announc- 
ing, from day to day, the near approach of peace. 
The Commiffioners now apprehenfive of falling, 
like fo many of their countrymen at Bednore, 
by poifon, formed a prcjed to leave their nume- 
rous train behind them and make their efcape 
to Tillicherry. This projed mifcarried, and 
they continued in the ftate of imprifoned men, 
labouring for their own extrication from immi- 
npnr dane-er. The craftv Mvforean, drew them 
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1784] which Tippoo agreed. On the firft of 
February, they marched out of the fortrefs of 
Mangalore, with arms, accoutrements, and the 
honours of war, to embark for Tillicherry, 
where they arrived four days after. It had been 
ftipulated that not a fingle man of Tippoo’s ar- 
my fhould move from camp to take pofleffion. 
of Mangalore, before the whole of the Englifh 
garrifon fliould have embarked on their tranf- 
ports. But, after they were in motion, and the 
laft file had left the gate, Tippoo, impatient of 
delay, fent a party of his troops to take poffef- 
iion of the fortrefs. Colonel Campbell inftantly 
ordered his men to halt, and fent an officer to 
Tippoo, to inform him, that if he did not defift, 
he would immediately re-enter the fortrefs and 
defend it with the laft drop of his blood. Tip- 
poo recalled his detachment, and the garrifon 
embarked, without difmay, or the leaft inter- 
ruption. This intrepid and able officer, worn 
out wirh fatigue and care, foon after this, 
breathed his laft at Bombay. Colonel Campbell 
was referved in his manners, , and, in military 
difciplime moft fevere : yet, by the officers of the 
army he was held in the higheft refpect, and to 
the common foldiers he was almdft an objedfc of 
adoration. On every occafion of alarm the pre- 
fence of Campbell reftored the courage of the 
' '' ' '.'.i m CO, 



The general terrfis on which the Prefidencv of 
Madras is faid to have propofed to make peace 
with Tippoo, was, a mutual reftoration of all 
paces and prifonersj fo that each belligerent 
fifty fhould remain in the fame ftate as before 
life war* However,Tippoo’s Minifters, with whom 
&u'r two Commiffioners had held conferences 
*7%-} on tlie hibjea; of peace, in November, 
defired, as a preliminary to all pacificatory ne- 
gotiation, an unconditional delivery of Manga-* 
IdreV But,- after the Commiffioners had thus 
jiut their perfons in Tippoo’s power, the origin 
fialyfews of the Madras Government, whatever 
ifedy ’ivefe, ceafed to be regarded by him, ot 
liy his Minifters, who, in faft, after the reduc- 
lidii of Pallaeatcherry, gave orders, through the 
Commiffioners, to Colonel Fullarton, then in 
the fcommand of an army, more numerous than 
that which had been known as the Carnatic 
fflaiii army; A difference of opinion having arifen 
between Mr; Sadleir and Mr. Staunton, the for-' 
flier declaring for an unconditional furrenderof 
Maiigalere, the latter infilling on an equivalent, 
(though it was not in their power, at that time, 
Id difpofe of it in the one way or other) the 
Proficiency of Madras, in order to prevent fu- 
mble difputes concerning what' might really be 


fnefi,- is by magical power.- Iii the midft 6f the 
feet tell aflion he was cool and eolledted.- 
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in their power, added to the commifiion 
Huddleftone, Secretary fo the Sgledt Committee 
of Madras, 

While the Plenipotentiaries from Madras em 
deavoured to obtain an equivalent for the reft!* 
tution of Mangalore, with all the effect that wa? 
to be expedited from their fituation, that fortrefi 
fell into the hands of the enemy. This import 
tant objedt attained, the haughty Myforean com 
defcended to honour our Ambaffadors with ag 
audience. A time was appointed for an intgrr 
view, at which, it is faid, care was taken thag 
phe Vakeels of the Princes of Hindoftan at the 
Court of Tippoo lhould be prefent, The Sultan, 
as he was then called, received our Commiffi.- 
oners with much ftatelinefs, gravely afked their 
bufinefs, and what favour they meant to aflt pf 
him. They declared the objedt of their qiiflipn, 
and ftated their propofals : to which, fpr the 
prefent, he made not any reply 5 but defired the 
Foreign Ambaffadors to mark the greatnefs of 
his power, and that the Englilh, almoft tuiped 
by the war, had now come to beg a peace. 
Commiffioriers were detained for five week? af= 
ter the fall of Mangalore. A treaty of peace, 
pn the ground of a mutual reftitution of plage? 
and prifoners, was at laft concluded on the 1 ifh 
pf March. Until this mutual r.eftitu- [^704, 
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tion fhould take place, Amboor was to remain 
in the poffeffion of Tippoo, and Dindigul in 
that of the Englilh. 

' But in this treaty with Tippoo, the name of 
the Nabob of Arcot was not fo much as men- 
tioned. This defeft was fupplied by the juft 
and extended views of the Governor-General and 
Council of Bengal, who were apprehenfive that 
it might fubjeft the Eaft India Company to an 
imputation of injuftice to their allies, and of an 
ufurpation of authority veiled in another power. 
The ability, the zeal, the elevation of Lord Mac- 
artney above merceary motives, did not exempt 
him from a fpirit of domination, and of hoftile 
vengeance againft all who, in any refpedt, op- 
pofed or interfered V.th the meafures of his 
adminiftration. The Extreme neceffities of the 
Company, and the mifmanagement of the Na- 
bob’s Minifters, had fuggefted to the Governor 
of Madras, Ihortly after his arrival, a plan for 
■ fupplying the former, by fuperfeding the latter. 
Lord Macartney, in December 1781, obtained 
from the Nabob of Arcot, on certain ftipula- 
tions for the fupport of his Highnefs’s dignity 
and family, an afiignment of the revenues of the 
Carnatic to himfelf, for the fupport of the war, 
with power to farm them out for the term of 
three or five years, at his own difcretion. The 
fevenues were improved, and faithfully em- 

2, ployed 
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ployed in the fervice of the Company : but 
a parfimonious and fevere hand dealt out the 
pittance that was allowed to the unfortunate 
Nabob. Even rice, it is faid, was wanting for 
the maintenance of his domeflics. He repented 
of having affigned his revenues, remonftrated 
with Lord Macartney in all the bitternefs of 
grief and freedom of indignation, and laid his 
juft complaint before the Supreme Council, 
who revoked the affignment, and reftored the 
Nabob to the interior management of his terri- 
tories. Lord Macartney, fupported by the au- 
thority of the Court of Directors, refilled that of 
the Governor-General and Council, which, how- 
ever, finally prevailed, being entirely approved 
by the Board of Controul. It is in this political 
and perfonal conteft that we are to look for a rea- 
Ibn, why, in a treaty that_refpe£led the Carnatic 
Payen Gaut, the name and rights of the Prince, 
.who in the eyes of the Country Powers pofleffed 
the fovereignty of that country, were wholly 
omitted. 


The pacification with Tippoo Sultan vras 
brought to a termination by the mutual reftitu- 
tion of Amboor and Dindigul : though his de- 
tention of five hundred Englilh prifoners, * his 
. H h menaces 

1 * Including officers, ferjeants, drummers, and wo- 
men ; and artificers, whom he allured into his fervice, 
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avancore, 


menaces to our 
his intrigues at the Durbars of Hindodan, and 
the Court of France, declared at that period, and 
dill declare, that it was not his intention that the 
peace fhould be lading. 


But, whatever may he the inclination, it will 
not now, it may reafonably be fuppofed, be in 
the power of Tippoo, or any other enemy, 
to excite fo fudden an alarm, or to carry fuch 
rapid and prolonged devaftation into the Carna- 
tic, as thofe which marked the deps of Hyder- 
Ally in 1780. Every convuliion that fhakes. a 
date, if it does not fubvert, drengthens it. The 
Englifh nation, aware of the dangers that threat- 
en their eaftern pofTeffions, and the fources 
from whence they fpring, take meafures, in 
times of peace, for averting or fudaining the 
dorm of war, It is their plan to fecure, not to 
extend their territorial pofTeffions ; to difinantle 
mod of their garrifon-towns ; to fortify only a 
few places ; to increafe their military edablifh- 
ment ; and to canton the troops in fuch a man- 
ner as to a£t at a moment’s warning. The dif- 
advantages ariling from the claims of great of- 
ficers, civil and military, have become palpable. 
The powers of goverment ha ye been better de- 
fined, 

.dating the war, by apromife that they fliould be releafedL 
t»g§thi?r with their companions, on the return of peace. 
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fined, and rendered iliore free and a&ive. Ac 
the fame time that a proieeution was carried on 
againft Mr. Haftings for afting, on a great 
emergency, with that decifion and promptitude 
which political necefiky required, the good 
fenfe of the Britifli Legifiature did homage to 
the fpirit of his adminiftration, by uniting in 
the perfon of the Earl Cornwallis, the power of 
the Commander in Chief and the Governor- 
General. 
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